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During this summer, I sent each of you a simple survey to complete and directly
email back to me. I wanted to see what you enjoy most about our chapter—
whether you’re brand new, about to become a member (waiting for National to
approve your application) or are an “old timer” Compatriot.
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I wanted to know if there’s something we can do better, or, frankly, if there’s
something else we should pursue together. I especially wanted to know more
about you—what your talents and experience are, and if you’re willing to help our
chapter out in some way.
Obviously, with 30+ members you’d think there would be a lot of talent and interest out there.
This feedback will help your executive committee to recommend changes, improvements and
provide fellow Compatriots opportunities to become further involved in our chapter.
Although we’re still a relatively young and small chapter, we are comprised by a diversity of
people—Compatriots of all ages, backgrounds and work experiences. The key thing that binds
us together is a respect of one another as descendants of those patriots who loyally served our
emerging nation in 1776. We have a member who is a highly decorated WWII veteran and a
young man in his early 20’s who’s attending The University of Washington—and yet finds time to
serve as one of our elected officers.
Elsewhere in this edition of The Ft. Vancouver Telegraph is a summary of the input you all gave
us on the survey. Please keep in mind that the survey is not a static document, and our conversations on how to improve our chapter will be ongoing.
Elections:
Now that it’s fall, it’s also time to begin the election cycle. Current officers’ term ends at the end
of December. Thus, September means we begin by appointing a chapter candidate committee.
The committee will talk with members to see if they’re willing and able to fill one of our elected
positions. October will be the time that nominations are made, and November will be when we
actually vote on candidates.
The positions that will be elected in November are president, vice president, secretary, treasurer,
chaplain and trustee. Each of you should have received a copy of our chapter by-laws in May,
and that document includes a description of the officers’ responsibilities.
By-Law Changes:
Additionally, you should have received the recommendation from your executive committee and
Bylaw Committee as to what by-law changes are being recommended. The key issue raised during the June meeting was a stipulation that bars the president and vice president from seeking
reelection after their current two-year term ends. Elsewhere in this Ft. Vancouver Telegraph edition is a further discussion of those recommendations. Compatriots will vote on whether to accept these recommendations or to make other changes at our September meeting.
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What’s Happening at the Ft. Vancouver Historic Site?

We have an excellent speaker lined up. Tracy Fortman, Chief Superintendent of the Ft. Vancouver Historic Site, will
give us an inside look at all the programs taking place at the Fort and beyond. It’ll be a great way to kick off our resumption of meetings. I’m looking forward to seeing all of you at our September 21st meeting, 9 a.m. sharp, at the
Mill Creek Pub in Battle Ground.
Cheers!
Jeff

Bylaw Changes Recommended For Officers’ Term Of Office
The Ft. Vancouver SAR Chapter Executive Committee and Bylaws Committee recommend the following changes to
Article IV, Section 2 of our chapter bylaws.
1.The italicized language of Article IV, Section 2 should be deleted as follows:
Section 2. Term of Office: Officers shall be elected by a majority vote in the election cycle at the
November meeting and shall serve a term of two years, January scheduled meeting to the scheduled
meeting of January two years later, or until their successors are elected; however, neither the President,
nor Vice President shall be eligible for successive terms, unless special circumstances occur where this is
not feasible, in which the election shall be made by the membership. All officers may serve in more than
one office.

2.The following wording regarding the number of consecutive terms that the President and Vice President can
serve should be added to Article IV, Section 2 as follows:

The President and Vice-President shall be limited to four (4) consecutive terms, with a one-term interval after
four terms served.

Summary: The new language for Article IV, Section 2 shall read as follows.

Section 2. Term of Office: Officers shall be elected by a majority vote in the election cycle at the November meeting, and shall serve a term of two years, January scheduled meeting to the scheduled meeting of
January two years later, or until their successors are elected; The President and Vice-President shall be limited to four (4) consecutive terms, with a one-term interval after four terms served. All officers may serve in
more than one office.

Chapter members will vote to approve or amend the changes as proposed during the September 21, 2019 meeting.
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Minutes of Fort Vancouver SAR Chapter Meeting
JUNE 15, 2019
General Meeting Called to Order: 9:00 AM by President Jeff Lightburn
Opening Ceremonies:
• Invocation was presented by newly appointed Chaplain Paul F. Ocker
• Pledge of Allegiance recited by all
• The Song “God Bless America” was sung by all
• American Creed was presented by all
Attendance: 22 people were present, including guests. Compatriots: Paul A. Ocker, Harry Justice, Paul F. Ocker,
Michael Berry, Vaughn Henderson, Lee Kearney, Greg Henderson, Alfred Folkerts, Tom Boardman, John Russell,
Jeff Lightburn, George Vernon, Carl Gray and Bill Gueringer. Guests: Compatriot Russ Oliver, WSSAR Flag
Recognition Chair, Dave Perry, pending member, Andrew Brewer, pending member, Doug Barber, pending
member, Compatriot Allen Gray (speaker), Jane Gray, Cadet Kyle Ganoung and Chris Ganoung.
Member & Guest introductions – each SAR member stood and identified his Patriot Ancestor(s). Guests stood and
introduced themselves.
Breakfast was ordered by those who wished it, and was served and eaten while the meeting was in progress.

Patriot Ancestor Insight: Compatriot Mike Berry shared a presentation on his patriot ancestor, Robert
Biggs, a militiaman from Pennsylvania. His remarks provided insight into both his service as a patriot
participating in numerous battles and his life as a civilian in helping establish a community in Indiana and
a local church.
AFROTC Recognition: Battle Ground AFJROTC Cadet/Technical Sgt. Kyle Ganoung expressed his
appreciation for receiving the SAR Bronze Medal from our chapter. He gave members a great insight into
how his involvement in the JROTC program has prepared him for his next life chapter—one where he will
attend Oregon State University on a Marine ROTC scholarship. His personal story illustrated the “best of
the best” amongst our youth today and how his determination to never give up helped him to succeed.
Compatriots appreciated the value of our organization supporting young men and women in the JROTC
programs.
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Compatriot Alfred Folkerts presented Cadet Ganoung with an SAR Flag Certificate to recognize his fellow
cadets ongoing efforts to maintain flags at the school and in conducting a 100 flag retirement ceremony
this spring.
SAR Flag Certificate Recognition: WSSAR Flag Recognition Chairman Russ Oliver presented Ft. Vancouver
Flag chair Vaughn Henderson with a first place pin to put on our Flag Ribbon, displayed proudly on our
SAR Chapter flag. The pin recognized the 22 flags that our chapter handed out during 2018. Chair
Henderson reported that our chapter has surpassed last year’s amount, and that as of June 15 we had 32
certificates for the new year. Compatriot Oliver challenged the chapter to meet and beat 45 certificates
by year’s end.
Formal Presentation – “Fort George, Oregon” presented by Compatriot Allen Gray. Compatriot Gray, who is
also the Washington State president for The War of 1812 Society, spoke about the fort’s significance during the
war. It was the only west coast location of fighting during the War of 1812, and Britian and the U.S. both desired
the strategic location as it served not only for military purposes, but also for trade and other business up and down
the Pacific coast. At the end of the War, the U.S. retained ownership of the fort located in Astoria, Oregon.
50/50 Drawing: A pot of $45 was collected. Compatriot Alfred Folkerts had the winning number. He donated the
proceeds back to the chapter.
- A 10 minute recess was taken to allow guests who desired to depart -

Business Meeting
Standing Business:
•
•

Minutes of the May 2019 meeting were approved unanimously by the Chapter membership. The minutes
were published before the meeting in the May Chapter newsletter.
Treasurer’s Report –Chapter Treasurer Vaughn Henderson presented his report to members. The
particulars were as follows:
o As of 15 June 2019, the chapter conducted one deposit in checking during the past month:
▪ $45 proceeds from 50-50 drawing in April.
o Expenditures in checking included an approved reimbursement to President Lightburn in the
amount of $253.64 (See May’s meeting notes detailing line items).
o There was an ending balance of $861.40 in checking and $350.10 in savings.
o A motion was made, seconded and unanimously approved to accept the treasurer’s report.
o During the meeting, an anomynous donation of $100 was made, and it will be deposited in the
savings account. The $45 from the June 50-50 will go into checking.
o Treasurer Henderson asked Compatriots to think about ways to solicit donations this coming year—
both within and outside of the chapter.
▪ Some suggestions included soliciting members for donations when next year dues are
collected this coming fall. In doing so, a short description of budgetary items for the coming
year would be highlighted, thus justifying additional donations.
2

▪

Solicit donations from the public by setting up an information booth at the Vancouver
Farmer’s Market; also raffle off a U.S. Flag to raise funds.

•

Pending Applicant Report – from George Vernon, Genealogist & Registrar.
o Compatriot Vernon reported that applications from David Perry, Doug Barber and Andrew Brewer
are at National, awaiting approval. He also said he will be sending an application from Greg Stewart
to national for approval. All four hopefully will be approved by the time we return for our
September chapter meeting.
o Compatriot Vernon reported that a supplemental submitted to National by Paul A. Ocker has been
approved, and that Larry Peck and William Parr are working on Supplemental certificates as well.
o Compatriot Vernon will be meeting with Longview DAR Chapter members who have spouses and
other relatives who are interested in joining our SAR chapter. As this effort proceeds, it may result
in 12 new members.

•

Secretary’s Report: Compatriot Greg Henderson reminded members that if they have a change in address,
phone or email to please inform him so we have the most current information on hand. Compatriot
Henderson also shared a letter to the chapter from a Vancouver DAR member--- who expressed her
appreciation for presenting she and her husband with an SAR flag certificate.

•

New Business:
o DAR Dedication Event June 27: President Lightburn reported that the Longview DAR Chapter will
host a mile marker dedication event at the Cowlitz County Historical Museum on June 27. The
event celebrates the refurbishment of the mile marker dedicated to pioneers who followed the
Oregon Trail which ends in Olympia. Compatriots George Vernon, Carl Gray, and Jeff Lightburn plan
to attend.
o

Chapter Color Guard: Compatriots Larry Peck and Carl Gray will be serving as the co-captains of
our new Color Guard. The color guard is in the early formative stages. At least five other chapter
members will be needed to help start the Color Guard. Watch for more information soon. If you are
interested in participating, please let Compatriots Peck and Gray know.

o

Amendment of By-laws: Quite a bit of conversation was conducted around the Ft. Vancouver
Chapter’s by law provision which stipulates that the president and vice president of our chapter
cannot seek reelection after their two year terms come to and end. Compatriot Folkerts expressed a
concern that the rule prohibits good leadership from continuing and that longer terms should be
considered. Other members also suggested other alternatives, several suggesting that the entire
wording prohibiting the president and vice president be completely eliminated. No term limits.
▪

▪

Compatriot Tom Boardman made a motion that the by-laws be amended, and that the
chapter EC present the proposed changes to members prior to the September meeting. His
motion was seconded and passed—with only one “Nay” vote.
President Lightburn appointed a committee of Tom Boardman (Chair), Greg Henderson,
Alfred Folkerts and Mike Berry to work together and submit a proposal to the EC by the
beginning of August. That will give the EC time to approve, amend, and distribute proposed
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changes to chapter members prior to the September meeting. The matter will be voted on
at the September meeting.

•

o

No further business was expressed from the floor.

o

Our next chapter regular meeting will be held at the Mill Creek Pub at 0900 on Saturday,
September 21, 2019. Our guest speaker will be Tracy Fortman, Chief Superintendent for the Ft.
Vancouver National Historic Site.

Closing
o All members recited pledge to the Sons of the American Revolution.
o Motion to adjourn at 11:15 a.m. approved.
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And The Survey Says …
It’s really no surprise what our Compatriot members most appreciate about our little, but growing chapter. Your Executive Committee sent out a simple survey to each member of the Ft. Vancouver SAR chapter this summer, and the
feedback reinforced some things we are doing right and identified opportunities for improvement. Most notably, our
Compatriots enjoy one another’s company and our support of SAR programs. Virtually all are interested in genealogy
and the history of their fellow Compatriots’ families. That’s no surprise.
Our Programs & Initiatives:
Everyone enjoys having outside speakers attend our meetings. One respondent said we might consider alternating
outside speakers with our members who can talk more about themselves and their life experiences. Virtually everyone supports encouraging high school students to participate in the Knight Essay competition, as well as seeking out
local history teachers to honor for their excellence.
The two Air Force JROTC units in our area provide us a chance to encourage young men and women to become
contributing members of our society, and 80 percent of our responding chapter Compatriots like providing the students recognition medals/certificates and hearing from them when they visit our meetings. More than half also like to
salute Boy Scouts who attain the rank of Eagle.
About half of our respondents said they like the idea that our chapter is trying to start up a Color Guard, and three of
them said they’d be interested in participating in a unit once we get going. Those who said they’d be willing to participate in a Color Guard also saw that as a way to get a foot in the door at local schools to speak to students in the
fourth and fifth grades.
Willingness to Step Up And Help:
Three of our compatriots said they’d like to help us find future speakers for our meetings, and an equal number said
they’d be willing to greet guests and members attending our meetings. When it comes to judging the essays submitted by students, three said they would like to participate in the process.
Two of the respondents said they are definitely interested in serving as a Chaplain or as Registrar. One said he’d
possibly consider running as President or Vice President. There were volunteers who said they would serve on a PR
committee to help our chapter gain coverage in the local press and community, participate in a program planning
committee, a Finance Committee and the annual financial audit.
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How We Can Improve:

Good insights here. For starters, those who took the time to provide feedback said they’d like to see more participation by a greater number of members. Six specifically said helping to present U.S. Flag Certificates is an easy way to
get involved.
One respondent reminded us that we should to use the sound system we purchased a year ago so that those with
hearing challenges will be better served. And, as mentioned previously, we should consider having outside speakers
every other month and inviting members to talk about themselves a bit more.
What The Numbers Tell Us.
Just like we see in local political election turnouts, we also did not get a big response at the “voting booth.” All 32
members were invited to respond to our set of questions. A whopping 31% of our membership (10 Compatriots) replied. Peeling back the onion a bit, we did not hear from any of the five members who live out of state or our immediate area—perhaps that shouldn’t be too surprising.

So, having 10 Compatriots taking the time to answer out of the balance of 27 members is somewhat better—which
brings responses up to 37%. Everyone was given two bites at the apple—and those who did not at first respond were
sent a reminder.
All that said, we feel confident we are moving in the right direction as a chapter committed to growth. We’re always
open to finding ways to engage our members, including those who are at a distance. The survey is not a static instrument, but just one indicator of how our invested members feel. Thank you to all who provided input. Let’s work together to keep our Chapter growing and on track.
Your Ft. Vancouver SAR Chapter Executive Committee
Jeff Lightburn, George Vernon, Paul A. Ocker, Paul F. Ocker, Greg Henderson, Vaughn Henderson
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June Meeting Photos

Guest speaker Allen Gray, who also serves as the WA Society’s President of the War of 1812, talks about the
strategic importance of Ft. George in Astoria.

Battle Ground AFJROTC Cadet Kyle Ganoung
shares his story about how the program ably
prepared him for life after graduation. He earned a
full ride ROTC scholarship to Oregon State.
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Eagle Scout Peter May with his mother.

Carl Gray presenting Eagle Scout Peter
May a BSA Eagle Certificate
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The Oregon Trail Mile Marker Dedication in Kelso
During the event they unveiled the new mile marker and talked about the history behind the significance of the Oregon Trail as it proceeded out of Oregon City, OR, northward through Kelso and ultimately to Olympia.

The Alexander Hamilton SAR Chapter from Tacoma pitched in to provide a color guard.

George Vernon and Carl Gray joined DAR members from Longview and
Compatriot Lightburn at the event in Olympia joined compatriots to dediKelso.
cate the Oregon Trail mile marker

In dedicating the refurbished Oregon Trail Mile Marker
in Kelso, SAR members recounted the historic
Importance of pioneers settling in early day
Washington State

The Alexander Hamilton Chapter color guard retires the
colors.
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Patriot Robert A. Biggs Sr. Served
Both His Country and Community
By Mike and Dustin Berry
Our patriot ancestor was Robert A. Biggs, Sr. and was respectively our 4 th and 5th great grandfather
on our father/grandfather’s mother’s side. Robert was born in Westmoreland, Pennsylvania in 1753.
Robert was the first generation on that side of the family to be born in the colonies. In June 1778,
Robert married Nancy Jane Miller in Westmoreland, Pennsylvania. They would go on to raise 16
children.
Robert Biggs initially enlisted in Mackay’s Battalion in August 1776 at age 23. This battalion was authorized as frontier defense as part of the Northern Department. It would later become part of the
Main Continental Army and become the 8th Pennsylvania Regiment. Robert served for 18 months as
a private in Captain Hufnagel's company in the 8th Pennsylvania Regiment.
During Robert’s 18 months in the 8th Pennsylvania Regiment, the group was involved in numerous
battles including Paoli, Brandywine, White Marsh, Boundbrook, and Germantown. After wintering at
Valley Forge, they were assigned to the Western Department and helped construct and garrison
Fort McIntosh and Fort Laurens.
After Robert left the army he bought land in Greene, NC in 1795 where he only stayed a year, then
moving to Kentucky for another year, after which he settled in Indiana where he received a land
grant in 1798. Robert was the first settler in Monroe Township, which would later become Clark
County, Indiana. He settled on Biggs's fork of Silver creek.
Biggs lived and died in outside Henryville, IN -- about an hour north of Louisville, Kentucky. Before
the Methodist Episcopal church of Henryville was erected in 1839, the church started its organization
at the home of Robert Biggs in 1829.
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Awards

President Lightburn presents the SAR War Medal
to Alfred Folkerts for his service during WWII

President Lightburn presents the Military Service Medal
to Paul F. Ocker for his service in the U.S. Air Force

Compatriots Tom Boardman, left, and John Russell, right, join Compatriot Folkerts to
congratulate him. Both Boardman and Russell have received the War Service Medal
for their service in Vietnam.
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Flag Certificates

WSSAR Flag Chair Russ Oliver presents
award to Ft. Vancouver for having 22 flag
certificates in 2018.

Ft. Vancouver Chapter Flag Chair Vaughn
Henderson places first place flag pin on our
chapter flag.

Compatriot Alfred Folkerts presents a SAR flag
Certificate to Battle Ground AFJROTC Cadet Kyle
Ganoung on behalf of the corps which maintains
the flags for the school and a retirement ceremony
this past spring

Carl Gray presents Frank Groce of
Longview with a SAR flag certificate.
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Summer Flag Certificates

Diane and Steve Pond of Longview receive their flag certificate from Carl
Gray.

Paul F Ocker proudly presents a SAR
certificate to Rex and Evellyn Holverson
of Battle Ground.

Sandy Hanson receives her flag certificate from Carl Gray
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Summer Flag Certificates

Harry & Mary Hackett accept a
certificate from Compatriot Carl
Gray

Donna and Keith Davis accept their
SAR certificate

Helen McGlinchy & Karen
Stonebraker proudly accept their
flag certificates.

Jeff Czack proudly displays his
certificate
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Summer Flag Certificates

Ray Blanke proudly displays his
certificate.

Steven Caldwell receives his certificate
from Carl Gray.

Tammy & Steve Ragan enjoy their certificate
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Summer Flag Certificates

Joe and Coryell Opdahl
No personal photo available

Compatriot Mike Berry presents
flag certificate to Minnehaha
Elementary School principal
Windsor.

Matthew Klozik was happy to receive his
certificate.

Jeff and Jeanne Lightburn present flag certificate to Herb and
Peg Steinmeyer.
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A Word From Our
Chaplain General, NSSAR
Brothers, Gentlemen, Compatriots,
Our nation has been caught up in so much recent violence. Three more senseless mass shootings have erupted.
Many people were injured and some killed. We all have our favorite answers to the problem. This is not to solicit or
encourage answers, but to solicit and encourage your prayers.
-Pray for the the perpetrators, that their hearts will be changed before they carry out their deeds.
-Pray for the Policemen who have to deal with this horrible violence every day.
-Pray for our Firefighters and Medics who get caught in the middle and have to deal with the results.
-Pray for the families that suffer as a result of these senseless acts.

While you are at it;
-We need to pray for our leaders. They are put here by God to lead us. Agree with them or not, we are responsible to
support and encourage them. Remember, it is a difficult thing to govern this motly lot we have in our nation, and you
and I are part of it.
-Pray for our nation. We have warts and we have problems. We are not perfect and we do not live in a perfect nation.
But God has given us a nation for which we are responsible. Our patriot ancestors gave their blood, sweat, tears,
their very lives for us to live in this nation with "freedom and liberty for all". They pledged their "lives, their fortunes
and their sacred honor" to defend the Declaration of Independence against the tyranny of the King George III. "Let us
remember our obligations to our Forefathers". Let us "reaffirm our faith in the principles of liberty and our Constitutional Republic, and solemly pledge ourselves to defend them against evey foe."
Let us put our words into action with prayers. Many of us may not be able to go to war as was done in the Revolution,
WWI and II, Korea, Viet Nam, Desert Storm, etc. But we can go to war with prayers.
-You believe in God? Pray, and trust God.
-You do not believe in a god? Pray to a higher power as you will, but pray. We have to"have the backs" of our leaders, our first responders, the support groups for survivors and the suffering families. Pray.
-Pray for our country.
-Pray for our leaders.
-Pray for our military as it defends our rights in this nation and all over the world. Pray. Pray.
Perhaps our Great and loving God will change the hearts of those prone to all this violence, those prone to drug addiction, to crime, and those who want a sense of belonging and purpose and find it in drugs or in a violent gang.

-And Pray for the SAR, for wisdom for our leaders.
-Pray for our programs that they will meet the needs of the very young and not so young, the youth and seasoned
citizens of this great nation and show them how to grow up and be responsible citizens.
Brothers, Gentlemen, Compatriots, what ever you do, pray.
Please, Pray.
God bless us, every one.
Dave
Rev David J Felts
Chaplain General, NSSAR
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