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The DWC guest speaker for May is Florence Shelton-Clark. She is a long
time community activist who has worked hard to establish and maintain
relationships with state and local representatives and legislators. Her
many activities have helped to strengthen communications between the
Manatee Democratic Party and the Manatee County Democratic Black
Caucus and Hispanic Caucus. Over the years she has been laser focused on community outreach and helping to improve Democratic voter
registration and involvement. She has worked on fundraising efforts for
national, state and local candidates as well as “get out the vote’ efforts
for Democratic candidates. She was elected State Committee Woman
this in the fall of 2020.
On top of all the political committees activities she is involved with,
she a member of many civic and social organizations who’s missions
are committed to the support and enrichment of residents of color in
Manatee County. She is a tireless activist dedicated to uplifting the
lives of all members of this community.

April’s Guest
Speaker is
Florence SheltonClark

If we are to truly restore the soul of America, we need to protect
the sacred right to vote. More people voted in the last presidential election than ever before in our history — in the middle of
one of the worst pandemics ever. That should be celebrated.
Instead, it’s being attacked."
Quote from Joe Biden during his Address to Congress

DWC April Meeting
May 11th, 2021 11:30 am
Due to the pandemic our meeting will be conducted by Zoom. You can register right now by
clicking the link below.
Once registered a link to join the meeting will be emailed to you. Click on the link to join the
meeting, and you will be taken to the meeting.
Please remember our President, Joanie LeBaron, will have to connect you once you have
clicked the link to join meeting.

CLICK HERE TO REGISTER FOR THE MAY MEETING
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May’s President’s Letter
I am pleased to announce that the DWC will resume in-person luncheon
meetings in September. Location is Cipriano Cucina, 3561 53rd Ave. West
in Bradenton. This is in a shopping center where is plenty of parking, including handicapped, and is located on the ground floor. The restaurant
is closed until 2 pm, so we will be the only guests there during our luncheon. The owner has installed state-of-the art air handling system which
pushes the air into the ceiling where it is purified before it comes back
down. The food is excellent and we can social distance in tables of 4, 6
or 8. Cost is $22 per person, including all taxes and tips, easily the least
expensive of all the other options.
We will also have our informal breakfast on the beach at Holmes Beach in August. There’s no program, no agenda, just a time to relax, have breakfast and weather permitting swim.
More on all this as we get closer. So, at least for me, it’s almost time to bid Zoom a fond farewell.
Joanie LeBaron, President

WHO IS
Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez?
I have quite a few friends commenting on her as
an idiot, out of her depth. I beg to differ. I find her
wonderfully refreshing, even if I disagree on certain policy.

I bet you didn't know this about Alexandria
Ocasio Cortez:
As a teenager, she won second prize in the Intel
International Science and Engineering Fair with
a microbiology research project on the effect of antioxidants on the lifespan of the nematode C. elegans. In a show of appreciation for her efforts, the International Astronomical Union named a
small asteroid after her: 23238 Ocasio-Cortez.
In high school, she took part in the National Hispanic Institute’s Lorenzo de Zavala (LDZ) Youth
Legislative Session. She later became the LDZ Secretary of State while she attended Boston University. Ocasio-Cortez had a John F. Lopez Fellowship.
During college, she served as an intern in the immigration office during the final year of U.S. Senator Ted Kennedy’s tenure.
She graduated cum laude from Boston University’s College of Arts and Sciences in 2011, majoring
in international relations and economics.
Those who call her names and put her down are intimidated by her intelligence and are afraid of
how hot her fire burns.
Better make sure that the people you attack aren’t out of your league. By: Marcus Tusch
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One in 5 Floridians don’t want
to get vaccinated
About 8.5 million individuals — 39% of the
state's
population — have received at least
one shot of a COVID-19 vaccine.
One in five Floridians are not planning on getting a COVID-19
vaccine, according to a new Morning Consult survey.
In addition to the 20% of Floridians not willing to get a shot, an additional 16% remain uncertain
whether they’ll get vaccinated.
Vaccine hesitancy has also risen over the last week, according to the survey, with skepticism on the
rise among younger individuals and Black adults.
The most recent data shows that across the country, 27% of 18- to 34-year-olds, Republicans and
Black adults don’t plan to get vaccinated. Older Americans, Democrats and well-educated adults
are more likely to get vaccinated.
Those uncertain about the vaccine cite side effects as the primary reason (36%), followed by concern over the expedience of clinical trials (29%). But, those who are unwilling to receive a vaccine
were are more likely to cite mistrust of the manufacturers (16%) or vaccines in general (12%).

Further demographic trends also show that moms (29%) and Fox News viewers (18%) are among
the most unwilling to get a shot.
Across the U.S., 71% of adults wanting a vaccine have already received one, according to the
study. However, White individuals who want vaccines are getting them at much higher rates than
people of color. Among those who want to get a vaccine, 77% of White adults have received at
least one dose, notably higher than the share of Black (60%) and Hispanic (55%) adults.
With 20% of adults unwilling to get a vaccine, Florida trends about average among states in vaccine
unwillingness. Mississippi reported the highest rate of unwilling residents at 30%, while Hawaii and
Massachusetts had the least, both at 11%.

According to the study, “high rates of opposition are concentrated in the South, whose states lean
Republican, while the Northeastern states, which lean Democratic, generally have lower rates of
vaccine unwillingness.”
As of Sunday in the Sunshine State, 8,512,825 individuals — about 39.6% of the state’s population
— have received at least one shot of a COVID-19 vaccine. Of those who have received a vaccine, 5,758,162 are fully vaccinated, having completed either a two-shot series or received the oneand-done Johnson & Johnson vaccine. BY: Kelly Hayes, Florida Politics

NEED HELP IN LEARNING
MEETINGS?

ZOOM

Sometimes we can find ourselves totally lost when it comes
to computer programs. Attending a Zoom Meeting it actually
very easy once you have done it a couple of times. We encourage all of our members to attend our
DWC
General Meeting with Zoom.
Need a little coaching? Call any of our Board Members and
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Trump Supporters To Gather At
De Soto Square Mall

HERE ARE QUOTES FROM THE RALLY

“it’s a real serious time for the country and I appreciate all the people who are out here today.
Trump Train America hosted the Save America
It’s really, really important. Who we represent is
Patriot Rally at De Soto Square Mall April 24th.
the American patriot, the American citizen who
are
looking at our country and saying we got a lot
Among the event’s slate of speakers are Michael
of responsibilities that people
Flynn, Roger Stone and Patare
going to have to take to get
rick Byrne.
our individual freedoms
Flynn, a former U.S. Army
back.” -FLYNN
lieutenant general who briefly
“I was railroaded and thank God
served as former President
above he answered my prayers
Donald Trump’s national seand gave the president the
curity adviser, recentstrength to give me a pardon
ly purchased a home in Engthat saved my life.” STONE
lewood, the Sarasota HeraldTribune reported.
“There’s no divisions in the rank
and file of the Republican Party
During the special counsel’s
if you are talking about the parinvestigation of Trump’s Rusty
members, they are 89 to 92%
sian ties, Flynn pled guilty to
Donald
Trump. There are a few
lying to the FBI twice. Trump
Republicans
in office who are
later pardoned him.
just there to make money and
Stone, Trump’s former advisgo along to get along. They
er, was also found guilty of
may not be happy, but they
seven felony charges in the
aren’t taking this party back.
Russia probe, including witThis is the party of Donald
ness tampering, making false
Trump, but more important, this
statements and obstructing a
is the party of America first.
congressional investigation.
That’s why I’m here.” -STONE
Trump commuted his sen“I will tell you that there has
tence last July.
been a shift over time, one of
Byrne is the former CEO of
the parties, the party of progresOverstock.com who supportsives, they use soft words like
ed Trump’s claims of voter
‘progressiveness’ or ‘liberalism,’
fraud in the 2020 presidential
but all that means is socialism,
election. He stepped down
Marxism, and communism. So
from Overstock.com in 2019
we are at this point of diverafter admitting to
gence in this country. I wita relationship with a Russian
nessed this while I was in govspy, Business Insider reporternment, but I served my couned.
try the way I believed I needed
to serve it and did it with all my
Other guest speakers include
heart.” -FLYNN
Caroline Wetherington from Women for Trump
Florida and Defend Florida; Kris Hager, a Gold
“This is a fight between good and evil. here is a
Star Father; Cathi Chamberlain, author of “Rules
path forward.” -Stone
for Deplorables”; Christie Hutcherson of Women
Fighting for America; and Martin Hyde, a Sarasota businessman challenging Vern Buchanan for his District 16 U.S. House of Representatives seat.
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Donald Trump Says All the States That Voted for
Him Had No Election Fraud

Former President Donald Trump has said that there was no election
fraud in states that he won during the 2020 presidential election.

democratic.

Trump made his comment during an interview with Fox
News host Sean Hannity broadcast from Mar-a-Lago on Monday night.
Hannity asked Trump his thoughts about Georgia's recently passed voting law, which has been criticized by Democrats as racist and anti-

"Florida, Ohio, all of the states that we won, were properly run," Trump said, claiming that all red states
in the 2020 election had "properly run" their elections with enough safeguards against fraud.
"Look, Florida was properly run. Ohio was properly run. South Carolina was properly run. By the way,
North Carolina, Democratic governor, we won that. You know, that's always very tough to win. We won
it very nicely—properly run. Happened to have a Democrat governor, in all fairness," Trump continued.
Months before the 2020 election, Trump claimed that he would only lose if massive fraud altered the
vote. Trump lost the 2020 election by over 7 million popular votes and 74 electoral votes.
Ever since, Trump and his supporters have claimed that he lost due to an unprecedented national conspiracy of voter fraud that occurred in the states that didn't vote for him.
After losing the election, the Trump campaign and Republican officials mounted legal challenges in seven states where Trump lost: Arizona, Georgia, Michigan, Minnesota, Nevada, Pennsylvania and Wisconsin. Nearly every legal challenge was either dismissed or withdrawn due to lack of evidence.
Two former Trump Administration heads have also said that there's no evidence that the election was
stolen. Both former Attorney General William Barr, the head of the Department of Justice and
the Department of Homeland Security, and Chris Krebs, the former head of the Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency (CISA), the federal agency in charge of maintaining election security, said so.
Trump didn't publicly acknowledge that he'd be leaving office until his January 7 statement.
"Even though I totally disagree with the outcome of the election, and the facts bear me out, nevertheless
there will be an orderly transition on January 20th," Trump's statement said.
"I have always said we would continue our fight to ensure that only legal votes were counted. While this
represents the end of the greatest first term in presidential history, it's only the beginning of our fight to
Make America Great Again!" his statement concluded.
Democrats impeached Trump in February 2021 for allegedly inciting the January 6 insurrection at the
Capitol with his election fraud claims. On the day of the riot, Trump held a "Stop the Steal" rally near the
Capitol. Numerous people arrested for allegedly participating in the riots say they invaded the Capitol
because they believed Trump's claims.
Worries of "fraud" have also compelled Republican legislators in 43 states to introduce at least 253 bills
tightening voting requirements, according to the Brennan Center for Justice, a liberal-leaning legal institute at New York University.
BY: DANIEL VILLARREAL , Newsweek

5

Florida Legislature OKs carrying
guns at churches with schools
A proposal that would let people with concealed
weapons licenses pack heat at churches or other
religious institutions that share properties with
schools is heading to Gov. Ron DeSantis.

ers the ultimate
responsibility to
make the decision that’s best
for them.”

“It’s a fallacy,
Dirty Harry,
Rambo. John
Florida law generally allows people to carry con- McClane aren’t going to be rising up in a church
cealed weapons at churches, synagogues,
and taking out the bad guy,” Senate Minority
mosques and other religious institutions, but it
Leader Gary Farmer, D-Lighthouse Point, said.
bars being armed on school properties. That
“When you’ve got more guns, you’ve got more
leads to people being prevented from carrying
danger, period. These are religious institutions.
guns on properties shared by religious institutions They’re supposed to be peaceful places of worand schools.
ship. Why anybody would bring a gun to a church
is beyond me.”
“This is about safety,” Gruters said. “We saw what
happened in Texas when a church, unfortunately, Religious institutions or property owners would
was the target. Six seconds it took them to secure continue to be able to bar guns at the sites, under
that location. This gives schools the needed safe- the bill.
ty they need. It gives churches the additional seBY: JIM TURNER, FLORIDA NEWS SOURCE
curity that they need. This gives the property own-

Florida state Senate OKs bill requiring
moment of silence in schools
The Florida Senate passed a measure Thursday that would require
public school students to observe a moment of silence at the beginning
of the day.
The measure would require school principals to instruct first period
teachers to observe a one- to two-minute moment of silence at the start
of each day, the Orlando Sentinel reports. Teachers would not be allowed to “make suggestions as to
the nature of any reflection that a student may engage in during the moment of silence.”
Teachers would also be directed to encourage parents to talk about the moment of silence with students and “to make suggestions as to the best use” of the time, the Sentinel reports.
“It remains very clear in the wording of this bill that parents and guardians are the ones responsible
for a discussion with their child about what’s the appropriate content of that time. We don’t want that
responsibility on the teacher,” said state Sen. Dennis Baxley (R), who sponsored the bill.
However, opponents of the measure argue that it blurs the line between church and state, the Sentinel notes.
“It would be a good thing if we could all take a moment of silence every day and reflect and meditate
a little bit on things that are important to us. However, the framers of our Constitution were very careful to separate church and state,” senate Minority Leader Gary Farmer (D) said, according to the
Sentinel.
Fellow Democratic state Sen. Lori Berman expressed concerns that nonreligious students may feel
uncomfortable if other students decide to pray around them during the moment of silence.
“I understand that this is a moment of silence, but I also want us all to think about what could happen
in a moment of silence," Berman said. "Could children take out rosaries and start doing the sign of
the cross and other children feel uncomfortable? Could a child take out a prayer rug and start using a
prayer rug?” BY JOSEPH CHOI , The Hill
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BILLBOARDS YOU MAY HAVE SEEN AROUND OUR COUNTRY

Poll: 50% of Republicans
support GOP over Trump
50% of Republicans said they support the Republican party
more than former President Trump, in a new poll out Tuesday
from NBC News.
Why it matters: The poll suggests that Trump's hold on voters
may be slipping, though he continues to dominate his party's rhetoric, agenda, and fundraising.
•

GOP supporters have not outnumbered Trump supporters in NBC's national poll since July 2019.
What they found: 44% of polled Republicans said they are greater Trump supporters than supporters of the GOP itself.

NBC puts Trump's approval rating among all adults at 32% favorable and 55% unfavorable — down
from his January rating.
BY: Orion Rummler, Axios
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It’s time to make sure your 2021 dues are paid
If you haven’t paid your DWC dues yet, please do so.
Please make your check out to DWC of Manatee County for $25.

Consider making a donation to our DWC Annual
Marge Kinnan and Shirley Snyder Scholarship Fund
while paying your dues.

Our club has been committed to offering scholarships to young women planning
to attend an institution of higher learning after high school graduation. That
commitment is something we cherish.
Mail your donation to our new treasurer
Nancy Hadley, 5613 Key Largo Court, Bradenton, FL 34203.

Marjorie Taylor Greene Sinks To New ‘Level
Of Dumb’ In Biden Speech Criticism
Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene (R-Ga.) dropped to another “level of
dumb” for blasting President Joe Biden’s push Wednesday to expand free education, one Twitter critic said.
In an address to Congress, the president outlined a vast “American
Families Plan,” which among other things would create
free universal pre-K and two years of tuition-free community college.
But the QAnon-supporting Greene, who was stripped of her House committee assignments for spouting tinfoil-hat theories, bashed the proposal as just another conspiracy.
“Federally funded school from age 3 to 20 doesn’t sound like education, it sounds like indoctrination,”
she tweeted. “All at your expense. By force in the form of taxes.”
Twitter educated Greene, reminding her that “federally funded education” covers the public education
system already in place.
Oddly, Greene seemed to generally understand the concept of free public schools in a tweet earlier in
the day backing parents revolting against student mask mandates. “Taxes pay for the schools,” she
wrote.
But she appeared to forget that during Biden’s speech.

BY: Ron Dicker, HuffPost

Here’s a parody song on Matt Gaetz by The Founders entitled “WHEN MATT GAETZ STANDS
ALONE” and celebrating the COVID19 vaccines is a song by Chris Mann called “
THIS GIRL IS ON PFIZER”
WHEN MATT GAETZ
STANDS ALONE

THIS GIRL IS ON PFIZER
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DEMOCRATIC WOMEN’S CLUB OF MANATEE COUNTY OFFICERS/LEADERS 2018-2019

OTHER OFFICERS

ELECTED OFFICERS
President
Joannie LeBaron

Pat Benson
pattybeenutty@gmail.com

Hospitality/
Calling

Open

Candidate
Search

Vicki Waters
vwaters@earthlink.net

Parliamentarian

Fay Murphy
faymurph@aol.com

Web Master

Jeanne Yeagle
yeagluce@verizon.net

Newsletter and
Directory

Brian Heavrin
blh3011@gmail.com

Environmental

Open

joanielebaron0108@gmail.com

1st VP (Programs)
Ellie Billops

elbill2000@gmail.com

2nd VP (Membership)
Mary Young

marevegan@gmail.com

Recording Secretary
Patti Boynton

pboynton5@gmail.com

Treasurer
Nancy Hadley

hadleyn1@iclloud.com

Regional Representative

Mary Bass

Fund-Raising

Legislative Liaison Mary Duda
mcmduda@aol.com

marygbass@gmail.com

Website Links

Corresponding
Secretary

Vicki Wayman
VickiWaman@tampabay.rr.com

Bylaws Chair

Fay Murphy
faymurph@aol.com

DWC of Manatee County Website
Manatee County Democratic Website
Democratic Women’s Club of Florida
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Manatee County Democratic Women’s Club
6403 Heritage Lane
Bradenton, FL 34209

PLACE
STAMP
HERE

FOR IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER
Most Democrat Clubs and Caucuses have canceled their
meetings or are having zoom meetings. To check status,
times, and dates of events and club meetings, please visit our
Manatee County Democratic website at
www.ManateeDemocrats.com.

Elected Officials
CONTACT OUR ELECTED OFFICIALS

OUR FLORIDA SENATORS

PRESIDENT
Joseph Bidden
www.whitehouse.gov

Jim Boyd (R-Distr. 21)
switchboard) 202-456-1111

Boyd.Jim.web@flsenate.gov

U.S. SENATORS
Rick Scott (R)
help@rickscott.senate.gov

850.487.5026

OUR FLORIDA REPRESENTATIVES
Michele Rayner (D-Distr.70)

(202) 224-5274

727.892.2468

Rayner.Michele@myfloridahouse.gov
Marco Rubio (R)
www.MarcoRubio.senate.gov

202-224-3041
813-287-5035

Will Robinson (R-Distr. 71)
Will.robinson@myfloridahouse.gov

U.S. REPRESENTATIVES
Vern Buchanan (R-Distr. 16)
www.Buchanan.house.gov

202-225-5015
941-747-9081

Tommy Gregory (R-Distr. 73)
Tommy.gregory@myfloridahouse.gov

GOVERNOR
Ron DeSantis (R)

941.708.4968

850-717-9337

www.flgov.com/email-the-governor/
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941.708.5660

