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SAR Alabama
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MESSAGE FROM THE
PRESIDENT
Compatriots,
This has been some year to say
the least. It has been a true pleasure
to serve as your president this past
year. As we move forward into the
next administration we, as a society,
need to put our full support behind
the incoming Alabama Society president so we can continue to move
forward in our mission. My fear is
that there are going to be some
extreme challenges ahead so we are
going to need “all hands on deck.”
Despite the COVID-19 restrictions, I have been able to attend
several chapter meetings, award
presentations and patriotic events.
There have been so many events I
have not been able to attend all of
them. As long as we follow the
CDC guidelines and be smart about
what we are doing, we can continue
moving forward in our mission.
I am challenging each chapter to
make contact with teachers in every
school in their area and offer their
assistance with virtual teaching. Until
COVID-19 is no longer a threat,
virtual instruction is going to be a
part of the education system.
Trust me when I say that creating
a virtual lesson is very simple. I do it
every week with my students. If I
can do it, everyone should be able
to do it. All it takes is for compatriots to step up and make contact
with the teachers.
You may have to call the schools

ALSSAR state convention moves
to American Village, alters format
The Alabama Society state convention will
take place on Feb. 20, 2021 at the American
Village’s Liberty Hall.
The convention will be a one-day event similar to a Board of Managers meeting. We are
limited on in-person attendance but every
member will be able to attend virtually. We
will present annual awards, discuss old business, new business, and hear from the nominating committee and cast our votes for the
new officers.
Vice President General Bobby Joe Seales
will preside over the Southern District meeting, which will take place after the annual
business meeting.
This is going to be a unique one-day con-

vention. Youth program contest winners will
not attend. At least one member from each
chapter must be present at Liberty Hall. If
your chapter submits an application to the
state chairs and your contestant wins or places, that compatriot must secure the awards
and make the presentation at your next chapter meeting.
The luncheon will take the place of the
evening banquet that we normally have. After
the memorial service, the zoom meeting will
close and virtual members will be able to
watch the remainder of the convention
through live streaming on Facebook.
See CONVENTION, Page 2
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Color Guard participates in grave-marking ceremonies
Members of the Tennessee Valley chapter color guard participate in the second of
two grave-marking ceremonies and dedications. See story on page 5.
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Message

Convention
(Continued from Page 1)

and actually speak to teachers. Sometimes a teacher
will delete an e-mail if they do not know or recognize
the e-mail address. Find out what the teachers are covering in social studies and inquire if you can support
the lesson by either giving a presentation live or video
recording. You can take a huge burden off the teachers
if you will just reach out to them. With the state of our
education system and society today, our children need
us, Sons of the American Revolution, more than ever.
We are making progress with musket training. Compatriot Martin Brady has volunteered to give the instruction on the safe handling and firing of black powder muskets. Weather forced us to change our initial
training date but we are moving in the right direction.
The training coming up on Jan. 9 is two-fold. This
training is to “certify” those who wish to participate in
ceremonies where the muskets can be fired and to give
preliminary instruction to those who volunteered to be
in the movie being filmed at the American Village.
Back in late October, the American Village contacted me requesting a “favor.” As you all know, Tom
Walker and his staff never need to ask the Alabama
Society for a “favor.” This is a partnership and we will
do everything in our power to fulfill every request
from Tom and his staff.
Therefore, in the call for support, we have 47 compatriots, 13 teenagers (mostly SAR and CAR members) and 14 women from the DAR and CAR. This is
far more than the initial request and we are proud to
play a role in the success of the movie, which will take
place on Feb. 13, 2021.
I want to thank each person who answered the call
to support the American Village. Once everything gets
back to “normal,” we plan to continue our support to
the American Village in other hands-on events. So get
ready to answer the call again hopefully in the very
near future.
In the last newsletter, I placed an article how to access the new SAR Youth Protection Training. If you
are on a committee involving youth programs at the
chapter, state or national level, it is imperative that you
take this 10-minute course. It is my understanding that
all national officers and committee members must
take this course. This is most likely trickle down to
states and chapters as well. The BSA training is no
longer valid within the SAR. This course is detailed to
our mission unlike the BSA program. It is a more
common sense approach and less time consuming.
I urge every member to take 10 minutes out of your
day and follow the instructions from the last newsletter and take the course. Print or download your certificate of completion and notify your chapter president.
He will need the date that you completed it. Do not
procrastinate, complete the training soon and be done
with it.
As this year comes to an end I pray that everyone
has a Merry Christmas and a safe New Year’s celebration.
—David Jones

(Continued from Page 1)
Compatriot Tom Walker will be
the guest speaker after lunch followed by ALSSAR president David Jones’ remarks.
Vice President General Bobby
Joe Seales will preside over the
installation of the 2021-22 state
officers.
The nominating committee made
the following recommendations of
officers which represent 10 chapters throughout the state:
• Trustee – David Jones, Black
Warrior River.
• Alternate Trustee – William
Anderson Kirkland II, Richard
Henry Lee.
• President – William Anderson
Kirkland II, Richard Henry Lee.
• Vice President – William E.
Daniel Jr., Cahaba-Coosa.
• Secretary – James Kenneth
Griffith Jr., Tennessee Valley.
• Recording Secretary – Eric
Daniel Alford, Gen. John Archer
Elmore.
• Treasurer – John Van Zandt,
Gen. Galvez.
• Registrar – Ron Bearden, Little
River.
• Chaplain – Rev. John H. Killian, Birmingham.
• Historian – Bob England,
Shoals Area.
• Genealogist – Earl Gilliam,
Gen. John Archer Elmore.

• Sergeant-At-Arms – Joseph
DeKalb Barker Jr., Gen. John
Archer Elmore.
• Chancellor – Jay Guerin Maples, Tennessee Valley.
Endowment Fund Board
Nominee for (3 year term) —
John Wallace, Wiregrass.
Currently serving (for 2 year
term) – Price Legg, Gen. Galvez.
Currently serving (for 1 year
term) – Roger Vaughn, Birmingham.
Nominating Committee
Edmon H. McKinley, ALSSAR
President 2019-2020; Rev. John
Killian, ALSSAR President 20092010; Fred Olive, ALSSAR President 2016-2017.
An agenda is enclosed in this
newsletter along with the registration form on Page 7. Please reply
to the registration as soon as possible as we will need to get a headcount for the caterer.
As a reminder, please do not
forget to make a donation to the
Bob Anderson Fund of $3.65
which is earmarked for our youth
programs to assist chapters in
funding their programs.
The following is the link on the
website for the 2021 convention with a fillable registration
form for download.
https://www.alssar.org/alssarconvention-2021.html
—David Jones

Southern District alters meeting schedule
The Southern District officers
and the presidents and vice presidents of the state societies
(Alabama, Tennessee, Mississippi
and Louisiana) in the district met in
a Zoom conference call on Dec. 19
to discuss the upcoming annual
meeting.
The custom is that the Southern
District annual meeting is held in
conjunction with the Vice President
Generals’ annual state convention
(in this case, Bobby Joe Seales
represents Alabama), but because
of COVID-19 restrictions, a proposal on the Zoom call will allow
Seales and incoming Vice Presi-

dent General Michael Schenk of
Mississippi to attend each of the
four state conventions, holding a
brief meeting at each one.
The Southern District meeting at
the ALSSAR convention on Feb.
20 will be the first and will be the
longest because it will include a
Southern District business meeting.
Seales and Schenk will then conduct award presentations and brief
meetings at the Mississippi convention in Ridgeland on March 12-13;
the Tennessee convention in Franklin on March 19-20; and the Louisiana convention in New Orleans on
April 16-17.

S A R A LA B A MA

PAGE 3

Wiregrass donates legacy to Endowment Fund
In June, the leadership of the
Wiregrass chapter learned of a
$10,000 legacy to the group
from the estate of former
member and chapter president
Bill Biase.
It is believed this represents
the largest gift ever by any
ALSSAR member to an individual chapter or the state
society.
With the COVID-19 lockdown, business closures and
general shutdown of all activities, the chapter had essentially been dormant from February until an in-person meeting
in September.
At that gathering, the membership voted to donate
$5,000 of this legacy to the
ALSSAR Endowment Fund
managed by the Community
Foundation of South Alabama.
Due to the lack of chapter
activities over the year and
minimal face-to-face interactions, it was decided to utilize
another portion of the money
to pay all the dues of members
in good standing as of Sept. 1.
As some may know, former
ALSSAR state secretary and
Wiregrass chapter member
Perry Vickers was a candidate
for the position of mayor of
Enterprise. Under state law,
unused campaign funds are to
be turned over to the state’s
general revenue fund or donated to a non-profit organization.
At this same September
meeting of the Wiregrass
chapter, compatriot Vickers
opted to provide the Endowment Fund with a check for
$2,500 out of his excess campaign funds in memory of past
ALSSAR president Michael
C. Wells.

—Photo courtesy of John Wallace

Wiregrass treasurer Michael Lait, former ALSSAR secretary Perry Vickers,
former ALSSAR president and Endowment Fund committee chairman John
Wallace and chapter president Travis Parker with checks for Endowment Fund.
This combined $7,500 donation to the ALSSAR Endowment Fund places the value of
the endowment over $93,000.
This money is not to be
spent but rather the earnings
from this fund as determined
by the Community Foundation based on a 20 quarter
rolling average are returned
back to the state society to
assist in the funding of the
state’s youth and history
teacher awards.
In order to allow the fund to
grow, current bylaws restrict
the Endowment Fund Committee from dispersing more
than 50 percent of the earn-

ings.
Over the past four years
$3,400 has been given back to
the state (compared to zero
over the preceding 15 years).
Given the bulk of the funding
for youth awards comes from
dues, along with some assistance from the Ladies Auxiliary, the Endowment Fund provides an additional cash flow
helping to keep state dues
lower as the youth programs
grow and expand.
The ALSSAR Endowment
Fund remains an ideal place to
remember deceased members
or friends. Not unlike most
organizations, donations to the

fund in honor of an individual
are recognized by the CFSA in
a letter back to a next of kin.
Chapters, likewise, are encouraged to make donations,
when possible. The state web
site contains additional information along with sample
letters on how to make contributions. Credit cards may also
be used.
The Endowment Fund Committee is also looking into
ways individual members
might make donations to the
endowment as part of their
overall estate planning program.
—John Wallace
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In Memory…
The Cheaha chapter recently lost a compatriot when GREGORY WAYNE FARRAR passed away unexpectedly on Aug.
19. He was 59.
Greg Farrar, who joined the Sons of the American Revolution at the same time as his father, Dr. Gresham Talmadge
Farrar, graduated from Briarcliff High School in Atlanta and
received his bachelor’s degree from Georgia State University.
Greg loved his country and was moved to serve after the 911 attacks on our nation, working for the TSA Atlanta’s Harts-

Gregory Wayne Farrar
field-Jackson Airport for the past 18 years.
An avid runner, Greg participated in multiple Peachtree
Road races and many marathons. Greg was a kind and caring
man who always put his family first and will be missed deeply.
Because of continuing safety restrictions in place due to
COVID-19, a memorial will be held in Atlanta at a later date.
He is survived by his sisters, Cheryl Farrar Ernst of Atlanta,
Leisa K. Farrar of New Orleans and brother Bryan A. Farrar of
Covington, La.

—Photo courtesy of Jim Maples

Members of the Tennessee Valley chapter with members of the Isom family during December ceremony.

Tennessee Valley chapter recognizes Pearl Harbor victim
Twenty-year-old Luther James Isom was one of 1,177 sailors
and marines who died aboard the USS Arizona at Pearl Harbor.
“Luke,” as he was known by his family, was born in West
Huntsville and attended West Huntsville School. He enlisted
in the U.S. Navy on Oct. 5, 1940. After completing his training at the Naval Training Station at Norfolk, Luke was assigned as an Apprentice Seaman to the Arizona. With a group
of other graduates, he travelled to the naval shipyard at
Bremerton, Wash., where the Arizona was undergoing maintenance.
Weeks later the ship sailed to California and then to the
Headquarters of the Pacific Fleet at Pearl Harbor, Hawaii.
During his year aboard the Arizona, Luke was promoted first
to Seaman Second Class and then to Seaman First Class. In his
letters home, he wrote about hoping he would make Petty Officer and, perhaps, staying in the Navy for 20 years.
After the attack on Pearl Harbor, the family clung to the

hope that Luke had survived. However, on Christmas Eve
1941 they were notified that he had been killed, making him
Madison County’s first World War II casualty. Seaman Isom’s
body was one of only 107 men whose bodies were recovered
from the Arizona. He was buried at a cemetery in Honolulu,
where his remains rested throughout the war. In 1943, he was
posthumously awarded the Purple Heart.
After the war ended, the U.S. Government gave families of
servicemen who died overseas the option of having their bodies
returned to the United States. Seaman Isom’s body was the first
of the Madison County war dead to be returned to the county. A
funeral service was held at his old school, West Huntsville
School, on Nov. 2, 1947, which was attended by more than
300. He was buried at Maple Hill Cemetery. A few weeks later,
the City of Huntsville established the military section of Maple
Hill, and Seaman Isom was reinterred there on Nov. 26,
1947. He was the first to be buried in this section.
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Left, descendent Karen Gilliam Andress and her granddaughters put flowers on the grave of Richard Johnson
while Tennessee Valley compatriot Bob Baccus plays Taps at the gravesite of Henry Harless, right.

Chapters helps
dedicate gravesites
of two patriots
The Tennessee Valley chapter conducted
two grave-marking and dedication ceremonies in a three-week period, visiting a
pair of cemeteries to honor Revolutionary
War patriots.
On Oct. 24, the chapter conducted a
ceremony in Bellview Cemetery for Henry
Harless, who went to Tennessee after the
war before migrating to the Mississippi
Territory.
Henry’s parents, Johan Philip and Anna
Margaretha Harless, left Bavaria for Pennsylvania and later moved to Virginia. At
the beginning of the Revolutionary War
Henry was about 24 years old. He and his
wife Charity’s first child Mary was 5 years
old.
He served in Capt. John Taylor's company of militia with his brothers and cousins.
After the war he served as a surveyor,
found his way to Knox County, Tennessee
with a large group of settlers and had migrated to the Mississippi Territory by 1809
when records were filed at the Madison
County Courthouse. Henry’s will was
recorded on May 16, 1815 which means
that he died sometime prior to that date.
On Nov. 14, the chapter held at ceremony at Chambless-Byrne Cemetery for

Chapter members gather at the Harless grave dedication in October.
Richard Johnson, who moved to Madison
County in the 1820s.
When Congress passed a law in 1828,
for the benefit of soldiers of the American
Revolution, Richard Johnson, of southeast
Madison County, began planning to prove
his service. According to his own testimony, he enlisted in the Virginia Continental
Army in 1778, and served continuously
until the end of hostilities. He joined Lee's
Legion in 1778 which was attached to the
1st Continental Light Dragoons. They
fought at the Battle of Paulus Hook, NJ,
and the Battle of Edgar's Lane. In the
Southern Campaign, he fought at Guilford
Courthouse, Eutaw Springs, the Siege of

Ninety-Six and other locations in South
Carolina. He reported to Lt. Peter Johnson.
From 1784 to the mid-1820s Richard
and his wife Fanny lived in Halifax County, Virginia. Johnson and most of his family were in Madison County by the mid
1820s. In 1827, Johnson’s daughter Martha (Patsy) Johnson, married John Byrne, a
veteran of the War of 1812 and also of
Virginia. The Byrne family settled in the
Maysville community where there is census record evidence that Richard and
Frances also lived.
Richard and Frances Johnson were interred in the Chambless-Byrne Cemetery
near Maysville in Madison County.
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Tennessee Valley celebrates Constitution Day

—Photos courtesy of Jess Brown

Color Guard commander Randall Jennings, left, chapter president Ray Livingston, right, present special pin,
in right photo, to Madison mayor Paul Finley to wear on Constitution Day.
To promote recognition and remembrance of Constitution Day, the Tennessee Valley chapter presented
“We the People” lapel pins to three local leaders in
September.
Because of COVID-19 restrictions, the pins were
presented in three separate ceremonies by chapter president Ray Livingston and color guard commander Randall Jennings in conjunction with Constitution Day
(Sept. 17). Local leaders were encouraged to wear the
pins on Constitution Day and to remind others of the
date’s significance.
Livingston thought it was especially important to
remember Constitution Day in Madison County because the county is named for James Madison, who is
considered by historians to be the “father of the U.S.
Constitution.” He also expressed hope that each generation of Americans would remember the work of the
Framers in Philadelphia in 1787.
Pins were presented to Huntsville mayor Tommy
Battle, Madison mayor Paul Finley and the presidentelect of the State Bar Association, Tazewell Shepard
III.
Battle, originally from Birmingham, became a real
estate developer in Huntsville in the early 1980s and
served on the city council before being elected to his
first (of four) terms as mayor in 2008.
Finley, a native of Murray, Ky., came to Madison in
the mid-1990s and was elected mayor in 2008. He did
not seek reelection in 2012 but was elected to a second
term in 2016 and a third term this past fall.
Shepard, the son of a Navy rear admiral who won the
Navy Cross in World War II, is a founding member of
Sparkman, Shepard and Morris, has been commissioner
of the Alabama State Bar since 2014 and recently was
elected as president of the state bar association.
—Jess Brown

—Photos courtesy of Jess Brown

Livingston and Jennings make presentations to Taze
Shepard, above, Huntsville mayor Tommy Battle, below.
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Waters’ book on Revolutionary War in the South
details contrasting styles of Sumter and Greene
Andrew Waters. The Quaker and the
Gamecock: Nathanael Greene, Thomas
Sumter, and The Revolutionary War for
the Soul of the South.
Published by Casemate Publishers:
Philadelphia and Oxford, 2019.
This elegantly designed and written
monograph treats a topic familiar to most
members of the SAR in the south: The
war in the Carolinas from the crushing
defeat at Camden to the conclusion of hostilities. But Waters’ story focuses on the
cultural differences between Greene and
Sumter as well as their strategic views
which often clashed.
Thomas Sumter, a child of the frontier,
embodied self-sufficiency and independence. His family lived near Charlottesville
at the time of Thomas’ birth. After his
father’s death, Thomas worked in the family mill and on neighboring farms. In 1756,
the 22 year old enlisted to fight in the
French and Indian War.
He took to the military life, participating
in an expedition to Cherokee towns to the
south. He received a promotion to sergeant and, with his commanding officer,
purchased trade goods and spent the winter
in the great Cherokee town, Tomotley.
Sumter, with his commander, accompanied a Cherokee chief to London and returned to the colonies through Charleston.
He spent a pleasant fall with the Cherokees
and then single-handedly arrested a French
agent who attempted to rouse the natives
against the British.
While his adventures earned him praise
in South Carolina, he wallowed in debt in
Virginia. The authorities arrested him. He
escaped to South Carolina and acquired
land between the frontier and the low
country. Sumter served as Justice of the
Peace in 1774, and then neighbors elected
him to the first provincial congress.
Greene’s ancestor, John, followed Roger
Williams from Massachusetts to Rhode
Island to escape Puritan intolerance. Sometime before the general’s birth in 1742, the
Greenes converted to the Society of
Friends, the “Quakers.” Greene’s father
led the local congregation in Warwick and
found success in businesses including
farming, shipping, a forge, and a sawmill.
But Quakers believed in basic education
for practical applications and disdained
advanced learning.
However, two local scholars guided Nathanael’s reading. After working in a family owned iron furnace, he managed a
forge and several businesses founded by

SUMTER

GREENE

his father. The local congregation of the
Society of Friends criticized him for
watching a military parade. He helped
raise the Kentish Guards, a militia unit, but
failed to be elected captain as the members
possessed concerns about an old limp he
acquired since childhood.
Rhode Island organized three regiments.
Greene found himself promoted to brigadier general commanding a brigade. Upon
joining the army assembling on Long Island, he received a commission as brigadier general in the Continental Army. An
absence due to sickness caused him to be
relieved of command but then he was promoted to major general and given command of the forces in New Jersey.
He blundered badly during the successful British campaign in New York, but
retained command. While at Valley Forge,
he assumed the post of quartermaster general and brought order out of chaos. He
still maintained a field command but grew
unhappy with his administrative duties.
After the tremendous British victory at
Camden in August of 1780, at Washington’s insistence, Greene received command of the defeated, dispirited, and scattered Continental and militia soldiers in the
Carolinas and Georgia.
The new department commander addressed logistics first. Though he never
quite acquired the equipment and personnel he needed, Greene made the best of
available supplies and soldiers. Senior
personnel presented several problems.
Greene brought with him prejudices
against the militia units shared by other
ranking Continental officers. The militia
fled at Camden. Greene understood only
trained, well-armed soldiers could stand
against the redcoats with their discipline
and bayonets.
A series of minor victories by various
militia units convinced Greene mobility
was the great strength offered by the temporary soldiers. In October, 1780, wellarmed backwoodsmen defeated a British
Loyalist force at King’s Mountain, S.C.

The ranking South Carolina militia officer, Brigadier General Thomas Sumter,
understood both the strengths and weaknesses of his forces. Unfortunately, Sumter
possessed a reputation for plundering. He
ignored a number of requests from Greene
for assistance. At the same time, the local
antagonists on both sides attacked and
looted the countryside. This dismayed
Greene.
Sumter began paying his militia with
booty and slaves from Loyalists. Though
the threat of the revolutionary militias kept
the British off balance, Brigadier General
Daniel Morgan, with a force of hardened
Continental infantrymen and dragoons,
reinforced by militia, won the decisive
battle of the Cowpens on Jan. 17, 1781.
Greene thought Sumter would join Morgan. The Gamecock had other ideas.
In a meeting between Greene and Morgan at the end of January, the two generals
agreed to lure Cornwallis and his army
north, far from his base. This part of the
campaign, widely known as “The Race to
the Dan River” ended with the British frustrated at failing to catch Greene’s fastmoving command. As Cornwallis turned
and moved south, Greene’s army followed. Cornwallis finally attacked
Greene’s force at Guilford Court House.
Using tactics similar to Morgan’s at
Cowpens, Greene’s lines held long enough
to inflict heavy casualties on the British.
Cornwallis moved north, leaving the
road to South Carolina open. Greene took
it. Through defeat, hard marching, short
rations, and exhaustion, the revolutionaries’ commander possessed a brilliant strategic vision.
So began a campaign for posts with
Sumter and Andrew Pickens to the west
and Francis Marion to the east. Complete
success withered away with arguments
between the militia commanders. Despite
Pickens’ stunning victory at Kettle Creek,
the militia units failed to cooperate with
each other and Greene. When Sumter ordered a brigade disbanded, Greene’s fury
descended on the Gamecock. Even so,
most of the brigade stayed in the field.
By late April, Greene’s army approached
Camden. Sumter declined to join Greene.
The Redcoats approached from Camden
and attacked the American revolutionaries
on Hobkirk’s Hill on the morning of April
25th. Confusion plagued Greene’s army
which, though defeated, held the ground as
the British retreated toward Charleston.
See QUAKER, Page 9
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Cheaha chapter installs new member at November meeting
Dr. Scott Michael Acker was installed as
the newest member of the Cheaha chapter
during the chapter’s November meeting on
Veterans Day in the Tyler Hall at Grace
Episcopal Church.
Chapter vice president Henry Smith also
introduced the special guest speaker, Dr. Bob
England, who presented a historical program
on the “Germans and the American Revolution.” Following the presentation, chapter
president William Rozier presented the ALSSAR historian with the National Societies
Challenge Coin.
In September, the chapter held its meeting
on Sept. 9 in the Ayers Room of the Anniston-Calhoun County Public Library. The
special guest speaker was ALSSAR president
David Jones, who presented an excellent
program on the laborious task of drafting a
new drill and ceremony manual for the Color
Guard and Honor Guard.
Following the presentation, Rozier presented Jones with the NSSAR's Challenge Coin.
—William Rozier

—Photo courtesy of William Rozier

From left, Cheaha chapter registrar Pete Morgan with Dr.
Margaret Acker, Dr. Scott Acker and chapter president William
Rozier after November meeting.

Quaker

Fourteenth Colony
Author Mike Bunn was the guest
speaker at the Gen. Galvez chapter Zoom meeting in November.
If you love history, you will love
this book. You can contact him at
jamesmichaelbunn@gmail.com
to order a copy. The book is $33
(this includes shipping).

(Continued from Page 8)
After a series of desultory engagements,
Greene received reinforcements from Pickens and Marion. Sumter, claiming sick
leave, did not appear. But Greene commanded the largest force since Guilford
Court House. On Sept. 8, the British routed
the militia attack and moved against the
confused Revolutionaries. Greene lost
even though his army had the immediate
advantage. The weakened British withdrew and once again, Greene’s tactics
failed but his strategy succeeded.
The British withdrew to Charleston.
Greene’s army followed but conditions in
the force deteriorated. Shoes fell apart,
clothing wore out, food proved to scarce,
and morale plummeted. Greene petitioned
Congress, the South Carolina legislature,
and took the extraordinary step of guaranteeing payment for stores and necessary
items from his own pocket. Waters maintains other officers committed personal
finances to clothe and feed their soldiers.
Skirmishes kept both sides busy. Finally,
the British evacuated Charleston on Dec.
14, 1782. Greene dismissed the army on
June 21, 1783, left the city that August and
returned to Rhode Island.
The end of the war did not mean Green’s
difficulties stopped. His finances suffered.
Even though legislatures in South Carolina, Georgia and North Carolina awarded
him money, it did not make up for the
personal money he spent to supply his
troops. Agricultural productivity eluded

him and his debts spiraled out of control.
After exploring a friend’s plantation, he
suffered a heat stroke and died on June 19,
1786 at the age of 44.
Thomas Sumter, on the other hand, flourished. While some questioned his conduct,
the state eventually awarded him a medal.
Sumter’s post-war prosperity and popularity soared. In 1789, the state legislature sent
him as a delegate to the first Congress. In
1801, he joined the U.S. Senate and served
until 1810. He championed, according to
Waters, “a brand of democratic populism
focused on state’s incipient right to control
their own laws regarding a broad range of
issues.” He opposed a strong central government in contrast to Alexander Hamilton
and the Federalist Party.
While South Carolina honors his
memory, a final act of jealous behavior
toward Greene occurred five years after
the Rhode Islander’s death: his widow
petitioned congress for relief from debt
incurred to supply the Continental Army in
the south. When the request reached the
House of Representatives, Thomas Sumter
opposed the measure. The petition passed.
In concluding his book, Waters maintains Greene wanted only “Sumter’s cooperation not his obedience.” But the Gamecock’s frontier background contributed to
his willingness to frustrate Greene’s plans
as well as attempt to disrupt his widow’s
plea for relief from debt incurred in service
to the country.
—Bob England
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Be sure to send in your chapter news for the next newsletter
If you’re submitting material for the next newsletter, please e-mail your
pictures and information to timgaylesar@gmail.com or send information
about your chapter’s activities or upcoming events by March 10 to Tim
Gayle at 3104 Cabot Street, Montgomery, AL 36110.
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Black Warrior River chapter overcomes COVID-19 to honor outstanding students
The Black Warrior River chapter discussed with Central High principal Clarence Sutton the awarding of
the SAR Outstanding Citizen Pin to five students who scored a 30 or higher on the ACT, but COVID-19
postponed the plans. Several months later, one of the five had graduated (to be replaced by another) but
new principal Teresha Jones-Hamilton (far left in photo) was eager for the ceremony so on Oct. 29
chapter president Ryan Montgomery, second from left, and ALSSAR president David Jones, far right,
honored, from left: Jakob Riches (who scored a perfect 36), Benjamin Trost, cadet Alexa DeCaro and
Trinity Bailey. Not pictured is Kieran Goodliffe.

