Calendar At A Glance
Worship Services
Sundays, Dec. 3, 10 17, 24, 31
8:30 & 11:00 am
Live with Jesus, 9:45 am
Christmas Eve: 4:00 pm - Childrenfocused Service
9:00 pm - Candlelight &
Communion Service
Prayer Group - 6:15 pm
Wednesday, Dec. 6, 13, 20, 27
Faith Builders Class - 7:00 pm
Tuesday, Dec. 5 12, 19, 26
Men’s Open Bible Study - 6 :00 am
Wednesday, Dec. 6, 13, 20, 27
Chancel Choir & Bell Choir Practice
Thursday, Dec. 7,14, 21, 28
6:00 pm & 7:00 pm
Exercise Class - 1:00 pm
Tuesday, Dec. 5 12, 19, 26
Thursday, Dec. 7 ,14, 21, 28
5:00 pm
Sonlight Puppets - 6:00 pm
Thursday, Dec. 7, 14, 21, 28
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How do YOU say hello during the month of December?
Are you a generic “Season’s Greeter?” Do you say “Merry
Christmas” to everyone or wish people “Happy Holidays”?
In the United States, this has become a big deal. Some politicians are promoting themselves as ‘politically correct’ because
they feel it is their right and responsibility to wish everyone a
“Merry Christmas”. But, since not all Americans are Christians,
why is that considered politically correct?

All three major faiths, Christianity, Judaism and Islam, celebrate
holidays in December. The Jewish faith celebrates the festival
of lights, known as Hanukkah or Chanukah. It commemorates
the reclaiming of the Holy Temple in 2nd Century BC. The celebration involves lighting candles each night for 8 days. This
year it will be celebrated from December 12th-20th. Islam celebrates Mawlid un Nabi, as the birthday of the Islamic prophet,
Muhammed. Followers of Islam send cards and wish each othMeetings
er a “Happy and blessed Mawlid un Nabi”. They may gather to
Church Council - Wednesday
hear the stories of the prophet. It will be celebrated on DecemDec. 15, 7:00 pm
st
Clergy Support Group - Thursday ber 1 2017.
Dec. 14 , 9:00 am
Evangelism - Tuesday
No Dec. Meeting
Health Ministry - Wednesday
No Dec. Meeting
Missions - Tuesday
No Dec. Meeting
SPRC - Thursday,
No Dec. Meeting
Trustees - Thursday
Dec. 7, 6:30 pm

In my home, in addition to Christmas, we celebrated Kwanzaa
for a number of years. Kwanzaa is an African American holiday
which celebrates family, community and culture. Also known as
the “first fruits” celebration, it dates back to ancient Egypt. It is
celebrated from December 26th thru January 1st.

So, what do you say when greeting people? For myself, it depends on the situation. If it is early in the month, I am more
likely to say Happy Holidays than Merry Christmas. Since the
tape barely has time to seal the packages I wrap, saying this
Studies
may have more to do with my procrastination tendencies than
Pastor’s Study - Thursday, 7pm
anything else. If I am at church, I am more likely to wish peoDec. 7, 14. 21, 28
Confirmation -Monday, 6:30 pm ple a Merry Christmas. If I am unsure of someone’s religious
Dec. 4,11,18
beliefs, such as a sales clerk, or I know the person is Jewish or
Saturday, Dec. 2nd, Decorate Church for Islamic, I say Happy Holidays. I prefer not to offend someone
Christmas Season
who is not Christian.
Sunday, Dec. 10, 3:00 pm
Presque Isle Chorale Concert

I know people have varying opinions on this topic. Hopefully
we can show Christian love to each other and not take offense.
Remember, no matter what is said, it is meant as a greeting to
wish you well.
Suzie Rosendahl
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PASTOR’S PAGE
Pastor’s Report 2017
Advent 2017
Advent comes “late” this year, not beginning until the first Sunday
of December. It will feel like a short 50-yard dash until we reach the finish line and Christmas will be upon us. The older I become the quicker
Christmas seems to come anyway. How about for you?
With this seemingly shorter season, will we take the time to slow
down and truly wait for the coming of the Christ-Child? I hope you will take every advantage to be
in church and worship during this season of preparation. A healthy dose of worship will counteract
the onslaught of commercialism that has overtaken our sacred holiday.
Did you know the word advent means “coming. Advent celebrates the coming of Christ, first
at his birth 2,000 years ago and secondly His promised coming again in final victory. The first Sunday of Advent marks the beginning of the Christian year. Both purple and blue are traditional colors
for Advent and both are recognized in our UMC Book of Worship. Blue signifies hope and is traditionally associated with Mary, the mother of Jesus.
In some traditions the color rose (pink) is associated with the third Sunday of Advent to signify joy. One pink candle is often used in Advent wreaths. White is the color of the Christmas season, which begins with Christmas Eve services. Christmas Eve is not part of Advent but is the beginning of Christmas itself.
When I ponder the mystery of the incarnation (God taking on human form) my mind often
gets in the way. I try to understand how it can be, but I get lost in my thoughts. Perhaps the words
of the Gospel writer, John says it best: “The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us.
We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and
truth.” (John 1:14)
I am overwhelmed with joy in knowing that in the man we know as Jesus of Nazareth, we
have seen the divine likeness. Jesus re-presents God in human form, in a way that you and I can
understand. God is in Jesus uniquely.
It is my prayer that we each draw nearer to God in this holy season of preparation. May we
do so in private devotions, personal prayer, corporate worship, acts of charity, deeds of service,
songs of praise and adoration, and with gifts that honor the One whose birthday we celebrate.
May you have a blessed and holy Advent season. May you wait upon the One who comes to us,
and who wishes to impart God’s own Self to us. And may you find ways to impart blessings to others. I hope to see you in church.

~ Pastor Bob
Holy Communion: Holy Communion will be celebrated on December 3rd. We will receive the sacrament up front with servers presenting us with the bread and cup to partake. Prayer and Anointing: will be offered December 3rd. After both services, we will have a brief prayer and healing service for anyone desiring prayers and anointing for themselves or for others .
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2018 is Coming
Below are new goals that the church council has established for all of us to work on in the new year.
I share it with you now so that you can be thinking about and praying about where God might be
calling you to get more involved. Also, you will find a copy of the Lay Servant’s report approved at
Church conference. These are the committee and ministry team leaders and members who will be
serving us in the coming year. Please note that the year above a group of names indicates the year
they would come off of the committee, after serving a three year term. This rotation provides both
continuity and fresh ideas and energy. May God bless Lakewood as we begin a new year of ministry in the name of our Lord, Jesus Christ.
Lakewood UMC’s Goals Based on the Five Areas of Focus: 2018
Developing principled Christian leaders for the church and world:
Training for committee leaders (Church Council)
Send more kids to Wesley Woods (Trustees and Education)
Have a youth rep on each committee (Lay Leadership, Youth)
Creating New Places for New People by Starting New Congregations and Renewing Existing Ones:
Provide alternative places and styles of worship for the youth group (Youth leader, Outreach,
Worship)
Support a sister church that is developing in India (Russ and Missions)
Provide support and encouragement to our new Young Lakewoodians group (Outreach and
Church Council)
Engaging in Ministry With the Poor:
Explore how to use Produce Express to establish relationship with patrons (Pam and Suzie)
Work with EUMA to partner with a recently housed family (Missions)
Educate ourselves on the definition of working WITH the poor. All church council members,
mission team members and staff will learn the basic differences between ministering
WITH and FOR the poor. (Church Council and Adult Sunday School class)
Stamping out Killer Diseases by Improving Health Globally:
Identify a specific health initiative and educate ourselves about it (Health Ministry Team)
Continue and expand the education and program ministries of our own local health ministry
team (Health Ministry team)
Help end stigmas around health issues ( Bonnie and Health Ministry)
Dismantling Racism
Develop our relationship with St. James AME Church (Church Council)
Seek out and work with other groups doing similar work (Chris Paul and Chris McClelland)
Identify local groups that are working towards creating a culture of inclusiveness.
Work with these groups to increase inclusion, recognize diversity and reduce racism.
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Christmas Notes
Advent Season Is Approaching! Individuals or families are needed to do readings for the lighting
of the Advent wreath for services on Dec 3, 10, 17 and 24 th. If you are interested, please contact
Pastor Bob or Kathy Fisher (434-0433). There will also be a sign-up sheet in the Narthex.
December 24th is both the fourth Sunday of Advent and Christmas Eve. We will have two worship
services in the morning at 8:30 and 11:00 am to celebrate the fourth Sunday of Advent. At 4:00 in
the afternoon we will have our family and children-friendly Christmas Eve Service, with the Sonlight
Puppets bringing the message – “Christmas Adventure.” (There will be no nursery provided at this
service; children are encouraged to watch the puppets). The traditional Christmas Eve service in
the evening will be at 9:00pm – please note the time difference. It will include candle-lighting and
Holy Communion. A nursery will be provided at this service.
Decorating the Sanctuary for the Holidays

Blue Christmas Service

It will take place on Saturday, December 2nd at
1:00pm. Please note the day and time difference from previous years. Your help is greatly
appreciated as we prepare the Narthex and
Sanctuary for the season of Advent and Christmas.

What is a Blue Christmas service? Many people
are grieving the loss of a loved one, loss of a job,
illness, or financial problems and Christmas will
just not “be the same”. The Blue Christmas service offers special recognition of the
struggles that many people face during
Advent and Christmas. It is a safe
space for feelings and experiences that
can seem contradictory to Christmas.
Yet, it does not dwell in grief. Instead it provides
a time to feel the real meaning of Christmas in the
honest hopefulness rooted in the birth of the
Christ-child. There are 2 Blue Christmas Services
offered this Christmas Season.

Were You There On That Christmas Night?
Sunday, December 3rd,
3pm, Glenwood UMC
(2931 Myrtle Street, Erie, PA 16508)
The combined choirs of Christ, Glenwood,
Kingsley, and Table of Grace will present the
musical
“Were you there on that Christmas night?

Blue Christmas Service at Luther Memorial Church, 225 West 10th St., on Wednesday, December 13, 2017 at 6:00pm. Following the service there will be refreshments and a time of
TIME TO HELP SANTA
The Sunset Auxiliary at Wesbury Retirement sharing and fellowship. Contact the church office
Community (our Methodist home) is now col- at 454-0106, ext. 221 with any questions.
lecting monetary donations to buy gifts for their
Blue Christmas Service on Thursday, Deresidents. By playing the role of Santa’s Helpers, the Auxiliary aims to provide Christmas cember 21, 7:00 pm at Glenwood United Methodgifts and brighten the faces of every resident at ist
Church,
2931
Myrtle
Street
Erie.
Wesbury this holiday season with money gen- (www.glenwoodumc.org) or call the Church Office
erously donated by individuals, churches and (456-6268) with questions.
through it’s memberships. Please consider
making a gift of any amount. You can send For those who are struggling with sadness and
your gifts to: The Wesbury Foundation, Santa’s Helpers, 31 N. Park Ave. Meadville, PA loss during this Christmas season, come and find
16335. Please make checks payable to The comfort with others who are in a similar place.
Sunset Auxiliary. Thanks for your help.
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Life:
Aaah life. We dive in, we get to work, we learn to care for one another along the way. God is in
the middle of all of it. So, look for God. Notice where God shows up in your days. Recognize His
presence and be prayerfully grateful.

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS

Please order your Poinsettia Plant to be placed in the Sanctuary for worship on Sunday, December
24th thru Christmas Eve Services.
Poinsettia cost - $7.50 each.
DEADLINE to order is Sunday, December 17th.

Place your order and payment in the offering plate or send it to the church office marked “Poinsettia”.
(MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO: LAKEWOOD UNITED METHODIST CHURCH)
IN HONOR OF:_______________________________________________________
________________________________________________________

IN MEMORY OF:_____________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

GIVEN BY: ________________________________________________________

Number Ordered _______ @ $7.50 each = $_________ Enclosed

Thanks to All Who Give
Happy Thanks for Giving! Lakewood will enter the final month of
the year with contributions exceeding expenses by nearly $1,000.
Your generous giving has put the church in a good position to end
the year with contributions exceeding our projected expense figure of approximately $251,000. When we give back obediently to
God, we will see how God blesses our lives in so many ways.
Please remember that your annual giving can be used as a tax
deduction if you are able to do so. If you have any tax plans that
you need to complete by year’s end or any decisions to make regarding charitable giving, Lakewood would be a wonderful place
to start. Not only would you help your church, you would help the missions and ministries that
Lakewood supports as well as helping Lakewood realize its vision of bringing Jesus to more people.
In addition to giving to the church’s general budget, you have pledged $161,400 to the myLakewood Capital Campaign since November of 2016. Year to date, you have contributed $82,387.
These numbers are outstanding! Please remember your pledge to this program. The campaign is
a three year program with each dollar committed to specific projects. Several new projects will
begin in the coming months.
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DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS
Rose Miller
Hatcher Helsley
Margie Johnson
Carter Moren
Liesl Spore
Michael Elwell
MJ Giacomelli
Mercedes McNutt
Robert Yates
Frank Kosiorek
Rebacca Schoen
Jillian Seon
Angie Scott
Russ Fisher
Donna Smith
Ryan Knoll
Aaron Knoll
Adelline Giannamore
Margaret Knight
Russell Robinson
Fenton James
Jerolyn Thompson
Avalynn Thomas
Amanda Paul
Neva Hamilton
Carol Wingerter
Cynthia Skellie
Mary Alice Boccio
Christopher Paul
Roger Pike
Jason Scalise
Kristin Herrmann
Ian Bond
Barbara Gerarde
Elizabeth Sedell
Cathy Smith

2-Dec
3-Dec
3-Dec
4-Dec
4-Dec
5-Dec
6-Dec
7-Dec
7-Dec
8-Dec
9-Dec
9-Dec
10-Dec
11-Dec
12-Dec
13-Dec
13-Dec
14-Dec
16-Dec
16-Dec
18-Dec
18-Dec
19-Dec
20-Dec
21-Dec
22-Dec
23-Dec
25-Dec
25-Dec
27-Dec
27-Dec
28-Dec
30-Dec
30-Dec
30-Dec
30-Dec

“
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You make known to me the path of life; you will

fill me with joy in your presence, with eternal pleasures at your right hand.”
Psalm 16:11 NIV
SERMONS ON LINE
If you missed a Sunday Worship Service, Pastor Bob’s sermons are posted on our web site (www.lakewooderie.org). Go
to the home page and click on the “About” button and a menu
will drop down. Locate the link “Sermons” and click on it and a
list of sermons will show up. Find the Sunday date or the sermon title you are interested in, click on it and the sermon will
appear. You can read it on line or print it out if you still enjoy
holding paper in your hand when you read, or if you’d like to
share it with someone else.
Nov. 5 -

“God Said it, I Believe It, That Settles It: Half Truths”

Nov. 12 -

“Therefore, Go! with HOPE Through Hospitality”

Nov. 19 -

“Love the Sinner, Hate the Sin: Half Truths ”

Nov. 26 -

“A Plan for Discipleship“

Prayer Group
Lisa Medina is offering leadership for a group of people dedicated to prayer. They meet on Wednesday evenings at 6:15 in
the Prayer Chapel, accessed from the front of the Sanctuary
through the double doors on the right. Those who have attended report it has been a true blessing. All are welcome, even if
you haven’t been there before. It’s a great opportunity to
learn to pray, either by listening to others or by praying out
loud yourself, though no one is required to do so.

Joys and Concerns – If you would like a follow-up call from
the pastor or lay visitor after sharing a joy or concern during
worship, please fill out the contact card found in the pew and
place it in the offering plate.
Year-to-Date
Attendance - 164
November Average
186

Prayer Chain: If you wish to have the
prayer chain pray for someone, contact
Patty Lasher at
833-0946 or sproutness@yahoo.com
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Sunday School

Corner

Join us Sunday Mornings at 9:45 am
Sunday Morning “Live” with Jesus
An Hour * To Know Christ * To Become like Christ * To Share Christ *
Pre School through Adult Classes
9:45 am - Classes begin
Pre School through Adult Classes

Celebrate the Holiday every Sunday Morning and join us for Sunday Morning
"Live" with Jesus from 9:45Am to 10:45AM. Pre School through Adult classes
are available. "Let me shine with the light of Jesus, Let my eyes see the beauty
all around. Never let me turn my nose up to others, and let my mouth share the
good news I have found."
"Bear one another's burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ." Galatians 6:2
Presque Isle Christmas Concert
Celebrating 37 Years
Sunday, December 3, 2017 at First United Methodist Church
307 Sassafras Street at 3:00 pm
Sunday, December 10, 2017 at Lakewood United Methodist Church
3856 West 10th Street at 3:00 pm

The following people entered the church triumphant
Virginia Ager, who passed away on Friday, November 17, 2017. Funeral Services were held on
Sunday, November 19, 2017, at Lakewood UMC with Rev. Robert Lewis officiating. May God’s
peace be with them as they remember and celebrate Virginia’s life.
Agnes McBeth, who passed away on November 3, 2017. There will be a memorial service on
Wednesday, December 27, 2017, at 11:00 am, with Pastor Robert Lewis officiating. Prayers for
her husband Lewis and their family.
Ronald Drayer who passed away on November 5, 2017. His funeral was held on November 9,
2017. Prayers for his wife Nannette and family.
Robert Counts who passed away on November 13, 2017. A memorial service will be held at
Lakewood UMC on December 2, 2017, at 11:00 am, with Pastor Robert Lewis officiating. Prayers
for his wife Joanie and family.
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Methodist Women Outreach
UMW will again be preparing and serving “Sunday Supper” at the
Church of The Covenant on February 25th, 2018. We will need volunteers for food prep, transporting, serving and cleanup. We will also need
donated desserts! Serving is usually done by 5:30 pm and it doesn’t
take more than an hour to clean up. Please consider this very special
mission an opportunity to serve. Save the date now!
The Prayer Shawl Ministry is presenting the Sarah Reed Retirement Home twelve prayer shawls
for Christmas presents. That puts our giving at over 1000 prayer shawls since February, 2007. A
big thank you to everyone who has helped this ministry by giving and making
shawls or by donating money to buy yarn. Your help makes this ministry possible. Now, on to making and giving the next 1000 shawls!

Advent by Candlelight’s “Aglow With Jesus” welcomed 104 ( + two men), who enjoyed the Twelve
Days of Christmas, an evening of fellowship and song in spiritual preparation for the Christmas Season. Thank you to all who donated the delicious desserts and those who planned and participated
in the program.

From the Millcreek Food Pantry
Thank you to the Lakewood preschool students and teachers for the awesome Thanksgiving
collection of food for the West Millcreek Food Pantry! Even though we are not an “inner
city” church there are many, many people in Millcreek who don’t have enough food. So
thank you, thank you, thank you Lakewood family for supporting this important ministry! Also, several of the volunteers at the Millcreek Food Pantry head south during the winter so
they are looking for volunteers to fill in. If you would like to help out, Sharon Swanson or Karen Ericson would be happy to answer any questions!

Epilogue December Luncheon
On Wednesday, December 20, 2017 the Lakewood Epilogue
Group, for widows and widowers, will meet for lunch at the ZemZem Shrine Club, 2525 West 38th Street, Erie, PA. Be at the
church by 11:30 a.m. if you need a ride. All who have lost a
spouse are invited to join us for fellowship, sharing, laughter and
good food. See Karen Mencer or call her 864-1683 or 1-573356-8627 before Friday, December 15, 2017 as the reservations
are called in that day.
Please keep in prayer our Confirmation Class: Kevin Dickinson, Tiffany Dickinson, Logan Dunmire, Emma Hess, Grace Moren and Hilary Sissem.
Pray that they may grow in grace and in the knowledge of God and of our Savior, Jesus
Christ. Pray that they may establish a strong faith foundation to carry them through life. Pray that
they may remain steadfast in following Jesus and not grow weary in doing good. Pray that we may
provide the kind of Christian community where they can see Christian discipleship modeled in a way
that attracts them both to Christ and to the community of faith.
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Health Ministry December 2017
HOLIDAY STRESS
The holidays can be a joyful time, offering a chance to reconnect with
friends and family. However, they can also be stressful and hectic.
There never seems to be enough time to get things done. Think about the kinds of events that trigger
stress for you during the holidays. Then you can focus on one or two things you can do that will help the
most to reduce stress.
Preparing for the holidays
 Know your spending limit. Lack of money is one of the biggest causes of stress during the holiday season. This year, set a budget, and don’t spend more than you've planned. It's okay to tell
your child that a certain toy costs too much. Don't buy gifts that you'll spend the rest of the year trying to pay off.
 Give something personal. You can show love and caring with any gift that is meaningful and
personal. It doesn't have to cost a lot. Use words instead of an expensive gift to let people know
how important they are to you. Make a phone call or write a note and share your feelings.
 Get organized. Make lists or use an appointment book to keep track of tasks to do and events
to attend.
 Share the tasks. You don't have to do everything yourself. Share your "to do" list with others.
Spend time with friends and family while you share tasks like decorating, wrapping gifts, and preparing the holiday meal.
 Learn to say no. It's okay to say "no" to events that aren't important to you. This will give you
more time to say "yes" to events that you do want to attend.
Be realistic. Try not to put pressure on yourself to create the perfect holiday for your family. Focus
instead on the traditions that make holidays special for you. Remember that just because it's a holiday, family problems don't go away. If you have a hard time being around your relatives, it's okay to
set limits on your time at events and visits.
During the holidays
You may not be able to avoid stressful situations during the holidays. However, you can plan to respond to them in a healthy way.
 Take breaks from group activities. Pay attention to your own needs and feelings. Spend a little
time by yourself if you can. Meditate, or do some relaxation breathing. Go for a short walk.
 Keep regular sleep, meal, and exercise schedule. Limit your alcohol. Taking care of yourself will help you deal with stressful situations during the holidays.
 Get support if you need it. Holidays can sometimes trigger depression. They can be especially
hard if you are already dealing with the death of a loved one or the breakup of a relationship. You
may feel embarrassed to ask for help, or you may think that you'll get over "the blues" on your own.
However, most people need treatment to get better. Talk with your doctor about counseling and
medicine for depression.
From The LUMC Health Ministry Team
SAVE THE DATE: On January 28, 2018, at 12:30 pm, please join us in fellowship hall for a light
lunch and discussion on “Dementia” with Janice Mullen, social worker from Manchester Commons. More details to follow in the January bulletins.
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TRACY BACKPACK SCHEDULE
“I was hungry and you gave me something to eat.” Matthew 25:35
If you would like to become a part of this ministry, please contact Maria
Spicher at mspicher@roadrunner.com or 814-397-8545.
2017-2018
Week

Pickup

TRACY BACKPACK SCHEDULE

Leader

Time

Delivery

Dec. 6/7

Rich Estes

Rich Estes

6:30pm

John Kot

Dec. 13/14

Roger Pike

Sharon Pike

11:30am

Sandy Schulz/SamHasley

Dec. 20/21

John Kot

Kathy Fisher

6:30pm

Nancy Pence

Blood Pressure Screenings
The Health Ministry Team will offer blood pressure screenings after each service. We hope to provide this service on the second Sunday of each month
starting January 14, 2018. We encourage you to get checked! More information to come.

Preschool News
November brought a month focused on being thankful downstairs in preschool! We enjoyed many crafts, stories, songs and activities teaching the children about Thanksgiving and the importance of being thankful. We concluded our
month with a delicious Thanksgiving feast! We collected food items to donate to
the food pantry this month. Everyone enjoyed adding our donations to the church
basket! By the end it was overflowing, which delighted our little folks that they
were helping so many other people. We look forward to a fun and exciting month in December!

Please Please Please
When you or a family member are admitted to the hospital, please make sure that you specify Lakewood United Methodist as your church. In addition, also call the church office to let Pastor Bob
know about the admission. We have missed several members’ admissions because the hospitals
are not asking specific questions about church affiliation. Remember, only St. Vincent’s and Hamot
keep records of affiliation and are contacted each day by the office.

A wrapper!

What do you call a Christmas elf who sings? ….

……

Andrew was watching his father, a Vicar, write a sermon for the Christmas service.
'How do you know what to say?' Andrew asked. 'Why, God tells me', the father replied.
'Oh, then why do you keep crossing things out?'
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From Youth Director
Text him at
Youth Group's Online Presence - youth program has a presence on Facebook and Twitter:
Rob Giannamore
skipwiley77@gmail.com
Facebook- @LakewoodUMCErie, Twitter @Lakewoodian48. Check us out.
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