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Robert “Bob” Edward Pedigo, age 101 of Indianapolis, Indiana passed away on 
Tuesday morning, October 22, 2024, two days after his 101st birthday. Bob was born 
on October 20, 1923, in Indianapolis, Indiana, to Jerman Tilford and Mary Esther 
(Finn) Pedigo. He is preceded in death by his parents, his brother, Leland, sister, 
Lelah Faye, and granddaughter Natalie. Bob was married to Helen (Wood) Pedigo. 
She preceded him in death in 1998. Bob is survived by his two sons: John (wife 
Olanna) Pedigo of Indianapolis, Indiana and Timothy (wife Pam) Pedigo also of 
Indianapolis, Indiana. World War II Army Air Corps veteran, Robert “Bob” Pedigo, 
will be laid to rest by his wife, Helen, at Washington Park East Cemetery. Pedigo 
made a historic trip to return to Normandy, France, for the 80th Anniversary of the 
D-Day landings on June 6th. It was the very first time Bob Pedigo stepped foot in 
France. Bob was a nose gunner/chief armorer in a B-24 Liberator bomber called 
“Silent Yokum”.
Bob and his crew were called out first for a mission to destroy a German 
encampment in St. Laurent, France, on that historic day. France’s President Macron, 
with accolades and appreciation from President Biden, presented Bob with the 
French Legion of Honour, France’s highest military award during the Normandy 
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French Legion of Honour, France’s highest military award during the Normandy 
American Cemetery 80th Anniversary of D-Day Ceremony on June 6, 2024, televised 
worldwide. “The trip was very, very emotional for me. A once in a lifetime journey. I 
finally got to step foot in the country we bombed and liberated 80 years ago. I was 
finally be able to pay my respects to the 9,000 troops who never came home. We 
owe them everything and are a free country today because of their sacrifices. I was 
honored to be a part of this historic trip and ceremony. D-Day is seared in my 
memory," said Pedigo, who completed 30 air combat missions over France and 
Germany during WWII. 
Pedigo was inducted into the Indiana Military Hall of Fame in 2023. Bob’s unique 
story of service includes his technician work manufacturing the top secret Norden 
bombsights. Bob was the last living person who machined the bombsights. A 
plaque with his name is preserved in the Indiana built section, downstairs in the 
Indiana War Memorial, complete with an actual bombsight. Bob always highly 
encouraged everyone to visit. 
Condolences can be left for the family here: SEND CONDOLENCES HERE

https://xblxtgtab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001u67P8Ktgdt5sq-LsJthBDkVLfB9BiDfwc6FuBFi-ev5Zri1wRy5gQRU37RDVA-yaEZNuUiqk_mt_2Y0RvtROB0vAJXTuOiDVEKWl6BgpNQIxcoM_YyEmioeuiGdZvnImONN3r2TMr55aYVnaEm8rWHrG0GCid5oAfxkXDJ6rjrgtS7K-92CtST_m2Hl0QDJhPGV6AiFY04c=&c=kN1JaKfUsIPoAGAZ3qGPJPG6ke0FzZgf8kfwieNNSSC95Z7O4Au3xA==&ch=FMoFKaAHnoa6sdnOGxwR-2V_A1z96tCHdsMnRuHUpsC7hvTa4UE69w==




Good Morning America's Lara Spencer interviewed Bob at the Caen Museum and on Omaha 
Beach.



The President of France, Emmanuel Macron, awards the French Legion of Honor to Mr. Robert 
Pedigo at the 80th Anniversary Ceremony at the American Cemetery in Colleville-sur-Mer, 
Normandy.









View Bob Pedigo's Story of 
Service

https://xblxtgtab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001u67P8Ktgdt5sq-LsJthBDkVLfB9BiDfwc6FuBFi-ev5Zri1wRy5gQQe4HhL6tO3NzYnRuFQNqcjtTHwDKamyCdwVr1a58uwG2cYXcMNDfbwSvY5rV0Uf7rZ4zyCGNR7eEHj5SAId9MmrmY0rcG3IIkbEtCmZDOtb0W5_2pzIQW-3_3_ovb-MAiJC6NXsCK104AgOXTnbN2NAK99Wz888iSV-UnFV5Rpjfqa_ZP_A8Qx0BiRHN3jkMQ==&c=kN1JaKfUsIPoAGAZ3qGPJPG6ke0FzZgf8kfwieNNSSC95Z7O4Au3xA==&ch=FMoFKaAHnoa6sdnOGxwR-2V_A1z96tCHdsMnRuHUpsC7hvTa4UE69w==
https://xblxtgtab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001u67P8Ktgdt5sq-LsJthBDkVLfB9BiDfwc6FuBFi-ev5Zri1wRy5gQQe4HhL6tO3NzYnRuFQNqcjtTHwDKamyCdwVr1a58uwG2cYXcMNDfbwSvY5rV0Uf7rZ4zyCGNR7eEHj5SAId9MmrmY0rcG3IIkbEtCmZDOtb0W5_2pzIQW-3_3_ovb-MAiJC6NXsCK104AgOXTnbN2NAK99Wz888iSV-UnFV5Rpjfqa_ZP_A8Qx0BiRHN3jkMQ==&c=kN1JaKfUsIPoAGAZ3qGPJPG6ke0FzZgf8kfwieNNSSC95Z7O4Au3xA==&ch=FMoFKaAHnoa6sdnOGxwR-2V_A1z96tCHdsMnRuHUpsC7hvTa4UE69w==








GJ. Stewart Goodwin USAF (Ret.) receives Bob Pedigo's personal challenge coin. Goodwin and 
Pedigo have been friends for many years.

FAREWELL FUNERAL AT THE INDIANA WAR MEMORIAL ON 10-30-2024

Funeral honors and posting of the colors by Commander Ron Montague and the Indy Metro 
Military Honor Guard.









Flag presented to John Pedigo by the Indiana National Guard. Seated next to John is Bob's 
youngest son Timothy.
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