Serving the Veteran Community for over 25 years.
P.O. Box 6325 Glendale, AZ 85312
Editor: Crystal Francisco

https://www.obd767.com

E-mail: crystal.francisco14@gmail.com

May/June 2021
Phone 602-799-5439

Commandant
Ron Donaldson

rdcpapc@yahoo.com
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Marines, Associates & FMF Corpsmen:

An awakening…
In preparing for my first detachment meeting as your Commandant, I prepared a meeting notebook with a divider

with a tab for each area of responsibility. I was surprised to find that I made twenty-one tabs, that’s twenty-one
activities that are active within the detachment. Each one has a Marine, FMF Corpsman or Associate that is called
upon to report during the meeting. Many are reported on by the same member. (Pause) Many are reported on by the
same member. You know where I am going with this. Bear with me.
Enlightenment…
I am reading a book “Nervous Tension” written by David Harold Fink, M.D. copyrighted in 1943. Don’t be
concerned by the title; it is deceiving. As a note of comparison, WWII ended September 2, 1945. It is one of the
most significant books I have encountered. On page 135, Dr. Fink proposes… “Whatever importance we enjoy
comes to us through our work. All of us are little fellows. We are brittle. We are frail. Created one by one with
pain and distress, we are brought to maturity by painstaking effort and difficulty; and our hold on life is feeble and
brief. Not one of us amounts to very much, except in our work. It is only when we compare the ant-like smallness
of the individual with the stupendous accumulations of human achievement that we are able to appreciate the
sublime quality of human life.”
I am skipping a paragraph about tremendous human achievements.
He continues… “Losing ourselves in our work, we find ourselves in step with that glorious band who have given
human life dignity and meaning. We march again with Washington. We fight freedom with Jefferson. We
investigate the universe with Faraday. We fashion our instruments with Edison. Our own little private cares and
worries wither into insignificant dust.”
A thought…
We are about greatness, especially those of us trained and deployed as United States Marines. Every one of those
dividers in my notebook is an opportunity to add to our legacy of human greatness in serving our community and our
fellow veterans. It may seem miniscule, but it certainly, is not. They are work that is changing the world we live in.
They are enriching the lives of others, often giving them another chance to savor life. We don’t do what we do for
recognition, or the ribbons or certificates we receive. They materially add to that internal satisfaction and I
mportance of a worthy life lived. Those opportunities don’t just belong to the chosen few but to all of us.
A challenge…
Within the God-given abilities you are still blessed with today, step up and volunteer to help, to take a billet shared
by one of your staff today or one yet unfilled. You deserve the opportunity. It will bring a shine to your legacy. I
promise you that your life will be enhanced.

God bless you all. Semper Fidelis!

Commandant,
Ron Donaldson

Continued on page 2
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Sr. Vice Commandant
John Crawford
623-328-8894
johncrawford@cox.net
Nothing to report at this time.
Semper Fi,
Sr. Vice Commandant,
John Crawford

Jr. Vice Commandant
???
Jr. Vice Commandant usually reports on the Street Clean Up and Rummage Sale.
We are unable to hold the Spring Rummage Sale. We look forward to having one in the Fall.
We also had our Street CleanUp on Saturday, 24 April, 2021. Good times by all!

Judge Advocate
William Francisco

william.francisco7@gmail.com
602-799-5439

I accepted the nomination of being Judge Advocate. It was an honor to have Charlie Hightower
nominate me. I had served in this position before for five years and I really enjoyed it. I hope to do the
same good job that I’ve done in years past.
Semper Fi! William Francisco

OBD and West Valley Devil Dogs donated $250.00 each to help
this organization that helps the Navajo Nation and Code Talkers
families. Leo Hernandez of the Ira Hayes Detachment has
donated innumerable hours of his time and commitment to
obtaining, loading, transporting and delivering a variety of
supplies to the Reservation during the pandemic. Tom Marrin
and Ron Donaldson were contacted and got this going due to the
strong relationship we have with Ira Hayes. Well done Marines!
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Quartermaster
Chris Bolick

602-689-7727
bolickchris@gmail.com

Hi Everyone! This is Chris, your new Quartermaster.
I had my first table at the April meeting. I tried to have what members might need: polos, t-shirts, covers,
etc., whatever I had available. I also tried to make it fun by adding items from past conventions, posters,
patches, stickers, keychains, coins, magnets, again, whatever I had available to offer. I thought it went quite
well, there seemed to be a lot of interested shoppers at my tables.
I had a few orders which I am trying to have for the May meeting, though I am finding out that some sizes
are on backorder so I will do the best I can to fill them when items become available. There is also an order
of the new light-weight polyester polos coming in, hopefully in time for the May meeting. They will be much
more comfortable to wear as the weather heats up as they are made of moisture wicking material. There are
also lots of casual t-shirts still available.
As always, remember to bring your cash or checkbook for the May meeting to be able to purchase any
items you need or want. I will also bring the extra items and will try to have some special deals on shirts and
other items from past years.
Thank you, Chris Bolick, Quartermaster OBD

Chaplain
Crystal Francisco

602-799-5439
crystal.francisco14@gmail.com

Before Commandant Donaldson asked me to be Chaplain I thought Bill and I were
going to step back and relax a little. Surprise! Bill steps up to be Judge Advocate
and I am now Chaplain. I feel really blessed to be able to serve in this capacity. To
be able to talk to people and ask how they are and what they are doing and have it
be my “job”! LOL! Let me know if you (or a loved one) are sick or ailing or
getting ready to have surgery. Please let me know if there is anything I can do for
you. I won’t know if you don’t tell me! OBD is ready to help. Sometimes there are
things you need help with. Don’t be afraid to ask. Most times people just need to
know there is a need.
In this crazy time of COVID, please take care of yourself. Take your vitamins with Vitamin D,
Magnesium and Zinc to strengthen your immune system. Get enough sleep. Drink water. Drink MORE water!
(we do live in a desert) Eat healthy foods (you know what is healthy!). Get some exercise. Take a walk. Walk
the dog. Turn OFF the TV—it’s mostly commercials or garbage anymore! Read a book. Enjoy your loved
ones. Think and pray about your life (meditate is another word). Be thankful for what you have. Remove toxic
things from your life, mind and soul. There are some things we do not HAVE to have in our lives. They need
to be removed. No one can do this for you. YOU have to do it for YOU. God Bless you and keep you until
we meet again, Chaplain Crystal Francisco
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Color Guard Commander
Tom Marrin
tpm6804@yahoo.com
602-547-8340

WOW!! THANK YOU OBD MEMBERS for supporting the work Joan Sisco is doing supplying some
Veterans with food and cleaning supplies! Joan’s “Vets First” organization is delivering to Veterans
who are in need during these unusual times. As we all know, the Color Guard activities have been
cancelled or postponed. However, on Monday, May 31st there MAY still be a Memorial Day
Ceremony at the National Cemetery!! This annual event starts at 0800. We will muster between 0600
and 0630 at the Costco on Cave Creek Road just south of the Hwy. 101 to carpool into the Cemetery.
AS OF RIGHT NOW THE MEMORIAL DAY EVENT IS STILL A QUESTION MARK!!! I will
keep you all informed. Please help our OBD members and all Veterans if you are able. Hope to see
you all soon! All members are invited to join the Color Guard! I have the “Star Burst” collar pins and
the “Color Guard” pins if you need them.
Semper Fi,
Tom Marrin

Poundkeeper
William Francisco

william.francisco7@gmail.com
602-367-4773

Woof Woof,
Our next Growl will be Saturday, May 22, 2021, John Crawford’s Doghouse, 4564 W. Piute Ave.,
Glendale, AZ 85308. Phone 623-328-8894. Please call John to see what chow to bring.
Woof Woof,
PDD Bill Francisco
Poundkeeper
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Homeless Veterans Representative
William Francisco
william.francisco7@gmail.com
602-799-5439

The next time we go to Andre House is Sunday, May 30, 2021. I have confirmed with Andre
House that we are still running two shifts. The first shift is 1:30-4:00 p.m. and there are seven
volunteers signed up. The second shift is 3:30-7:00 p.m. and we have six volunteers. We are
covered but could use some more help on either shift. Come join us. The sign up sheet will be
on the table at the back at the next meeting.

Charlie Hightower found this prayer in the May issue of the “Leatherneck” magazine:
“A Marine’s prayer on the eve of battle is not, “Lord spare me,” but rather, “Lord let me not prove so
unworthy of my brothers and sisters.” To have pride, honor, integrity, the chance to be part of esprit de Corp
with History of service, valor, and glory, to have comrades who would sacrifice their own lives for you as
you would for them, and to know that you remain part of this Marine brotherhood and sisterhood as long as
you live.” *
*Cpl. John Messia, Jr. USMC

Gerry Schaller

oldbreed767 @gmail.com
623-332-5576

Marines, FMF Corpsmen and Associates
A number of years ago as work was being done to get a Veterans Treatment Court in the West Valley
one of the committee members stated that we were getting there at "Government Speed.” That statement
was very true then and is to this day. We are closer. We do have a court established but getting all the
details in place is running at "Government Speed." I can report that there are six Veteran Defendants that
are on the docket and we are awaiting the next step. Before a Veteran is in the VTC system there are
steps that have to be completed such as service verification, treatment plan, agreement between the
prosecution and defense council as well as an agreement with the Veteran themselves as to what
responsibilities and requirements will have to be met to graduate from the VTC program. We are
moving ahead thanks in large part to Judge Donald Watts because without his court we would not be to
this point. Just keep in mind we are moving at "Government Speed.”
Semper Fi, Gerry Schaller
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Historian Robert Bohach

623-764-7563
obdhistorian@oldbreeddetachment.com

Just a little history from our Historian:
Donnie Dunagan is a hard-nosed Marine a highly decorated veteran of the Vietnam War who served for a
quarter-century before retiring as a major. First drafted in the ‘50s and subsequently promoted 13 times in 21 years
— a Corps record at the time, he recalls — Dunagan found the Marines a perfect fit. That is, so long as he could
keep a secret. A dark reminder of the past Dunagan left behind still lurked unspoken: He was Bambi.
As a kid, Dunagan did a brief stint as a child actor, and he was tapped by Walt Disney to be the voice of the
lead in the 1942 Bambi, the now-classic animated film about a young deer learning about life in the forest. And not
one of his fellow Marines knew.
“No chance!” Dunagan, now 80, tells his wife, Dana, on a recent visit with StoryCorps in San Angelo, Texas.
“I never said a word to anybody about Bambi, even to you. When we first met I never said a word about it. Most of
the image in people’s minds of Bambi was a frail deer, not doing very well, sliding around on the ice on his belly.”
Now, imagine the man who was once Bambi as a commander in a Marine Corps boot camp, responsible for
hundreds of recruits. Dunagan didn’t want his recruits drawing any connections, mocking him or calling him
“Maj. Bambi.” So, he kept his mouth shut.
Of course, it got out eventually. Decades later, a Marine whom Dunagan had worked for several times, twice in
combat, called him into his office in the early morning about a month before the two of them retired.
“I go in his office and he says, ‘Dunagan! I want you to audit the auditors,’” Dunagan recalls. Swamped with
other duties, Dunagan respectfully asked him: “General, when do you think I’m going to have time to do that?”
And, finally, the nightmare he’d harbored for years came true.
“He looked at me, pulled his glasses down like some kind of college professor. There’s a big, red, top-secret
folder that he got out of same safe somewhere that had my name on it. He pats this folder, looks at me in the eye
and says, “You will audit the auditors. Won’t you, Maj. Bambi?’”
When Dana asks him how his life is different from the way he might have imagined, Dunagan points out that
all the wounds he suffered in service, all the honors he’s earned along the way, still haven't changed a thing.
“I have some holes in my body that God didn’t put there. I got shot through my left knee. Got an award or two
for saving lives over time,” he says. “But I think I could have been appointed as the aide-de camp in the White
House, it wouldn’t make any difference — it’s Bambi that’s so dear to people. “No matter how he tried to escape
it, that voice from his past always found him. “But I love it now — when people realize, ‘This old jerk, he’s still
alive and was Bambi.’ And I wouldn’t take anything for it, not a darn thing for it”
Dunagan was signed to a contract where his first role was in the 1938 film Mother’s Carey’s Chickens, directed
by Rowland Vee Lee.
He would go on to act in a total of eight films; his second was the cult horror classic, The Son of Frankenstein.
Dunagan, who played Peter in the film, was unphased by his monster of a co-star. “The first time I met
Boris Karloff (Frankenstein) was in the cafeteria at Universal Studios. There, he bought me my favorite thing, ice
cream.” Dunagan says Karloff was a wonderful man who could’ve been a stand-up comedian. The laughter helped
Dunagan bounce back quickly after Karloff dropped him in a scene where Peter is under Frankenstein’s arm. The
studio ended up wiring Dunagan to Karloff. “If you look closely, you can see the wires in the film.” While he
enjoyed being on set, Dunagan did not like the red-carpet attention. [Just a note of clarification, Boris Karloff was
the MONSTER, Frankenstein was the Doctor.]
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OPERATION ENDURING GRATITUDE
WORKED ON
KATHERINE BAARSON’S HOME
Operation Enduring Gratitude headed up the efforts to upgrade Katherine's
home. They cleaned up the yard, put down turf, put up a flagpole, painted the house
and upgraded the furniture. The materials were donated. Boy Scout Troop 1776
painted the outside of her house as an Eagle Project. "Angels on Patrol" are
policemen and firemen who volunteered to help. The Patriot Guard donated the
flagpole. Katherine’s house looks amazing! Thank you to all of you for honoring and
helping our Marine Katherine!

They threw out a lot of Katherine’s old
furniture. She was very pleased with the nice
queen bed with a very thick mattress! She has had
to adjust to that mattress!
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9 MARCH 2021
OBD COLOR GUARD
FRIENDLY VILLAGE
OF ORANGEWOOD
Gerry Schaller, Byron Ruch, John Crawford, Tom
Marrin and Ron Donaldson were at Friendly Village of
Orangewood to retire the colors and raise new
colors with proper ceremony. In respect of our Nation
all sang the Star Spangled Banner.

Public Service Announcement:
Rick Romley recently told the Detachment in an email about new legislation out of Washington for $1.9
trillion which has a specific appropriation that allows families to apply through FEMA for up to $7,500 for
burial costs. It is retroactive to January 2020.
FEMA is providing burial assistance for people who have died due to COVID. The following website
explains the benefit and how to apply:
https://www.fema.gov/disasters/coronavirus/economic/funeral-assistance/faq
Sharing with everybody in case you know someone who this may help.
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DRIVE BY BOB GABRYCH’S HOME
SATURDAY MARCH 13, 2021
What a windy, cool morning to have a drive by! We
enjoyed seeing Bob and Joan and their family. Bob
and Joan you are in our prayers for the upcoming
surgery and recovery. We had the fire department
there along with a lot of vehicles driving by to cheer
on our friend and fellow Marine Bob Gabrych and his
wife Joan. Channel 12 and 15 News were there too.
Semper Fi Marine! We love you!

Marine Bob Gabrych and Joan Gabrych

Commandant Ruch presenting Bob Gabrych with a
certificate of appreciation for his years of service to
the OBD and Marine Corps League.

Singing the Marine Corps Hymn
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DRIVE BY BOB GABRYCH’S HOME
SATURDAY MARCH 13, 2021
This is how we
do drive-by’s:
we put the word
out to OBD,
police, fire,
Freedom Riders
news stations
and let them
know what we
are doing and all
those who are
able are there!
Come join us
next time! It is
a great time to
cheer up a
fellow Marine
and see our
fellow Marines.
Stay in your car
or get out and
walk around.
Bring your dogs,
children or
grandchildren!
We honk, wave,
cheer, oorah!
We sing the
Marine Corps
Hymn. All with
the sole purpose
of cheering up a
fellow Marine.
It works! For
all of us!

Freedom Riders were not able to join us
due to the threatening rain!
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OBD DETACHMENT MEETING
THURSDAY, MARCH 17, 2021
INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS
We, the OBD Detachment, would like to thank Byron
Ruch for agreeing to be Commandant for a second year.
And what a year it was! Commandant Ruch had to make
some tough decisions during unprecedented times. We
have never been through “COVID years” before. But he
made the decisions and stayed strong. Commandant Ruch
proved to be a great man, a great Marine and a great
Commandant. Semper Fi Commandant Ruch. Thank you!
New and Long Time Members:
Eric Calamuso, Tom Marrin and Ray Aguirre.
So good to see Ray Aguirre!

Former and present Commandants “The Magnificent Seven”
back row: Ron Donaldson, Byron Ruch, Alex Romero, John Crawford, Randy Miller,
front row: Charlie Hightower, Gerry Schaller

Young Marines Color Guard

Alex Romero conducting
the change in the
Commandant of OBD

Passing of the gavel...
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Outgoing Commandant Ruch giving appreciation to his staff
who supported him through the last couple years.

Installation of new
Commandant Ron Donaldson
Adjutant Roger Deason

Substitute Sgt. At Arms
Edgar Galindo

Outgoing Commandant Ruch congratulating
Incoming Commandant Donaldson
Paymaster Marie Jones
Color Guard Commander
Tom Marrin

Certificate of Appreciation to Byron Ruch for
his exemplary service as Commandant through
the last couple challenging (COVID) year(s).

Chaplain Tony Torres

Incoming officers and staff

Certificate of Appreciation to Marie Ruch
for her service as QuarterMaster and
Commandant’s First Lady through the
last couple challenging (COVID) year(s).
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DEVIL DOG GROWL
MICHAEL KUDLA’S DOGHOUSE
SATURDAY, MARCH 27 2021
No doubt about it, if you weren’t there, you missed it! An
absolutely beautiful day in a wonderful location with an
excellent spread of food! Chef Kudla really knows how to
throw a Growl! Thank you Michael! It was a perfect afternoon.

The kitchen where Michael does his magic!
Of course he used the grill out back too.

The “after glow” after feasting!

Commandant Donaldson
presenting Michael Kudla
with Certificate of
Appreciation from Past
Commandant Ruch

Dogs just chilling before the Growl!

Checking in before the Growl

Charlie Hightower and Bob Bohach
observing the challenge!

Michael and Tim

Michael...

The “Jenga Challenge” between Michael Kudla and Tim Elder. They were both bidding
on the same statue and came to a tie. They agreed to play a game of Jenga with the
winner getting to purchase the statue. Competition was intense! It was stressful to watch!
The blocks had the EGA and “Marines” on them.

Tim...

Falling down...

All Come Crashing Down!
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OBD at home….

Department Sr. Vice Commandant
Randy Miller waiting for the
Franciscos to pick up some donated
Marine memorabilia

Great Grandpa Past Commandant Ruch
with Elara. Heaven on earth!

Michael & Michael at a football game!
Starting to get back to normal!

This picture was from Bob & Joan
Gabrych’s 59th Wedding
Anniversary last year. Even though
Bob was in the hospital for their 60th
anniversary this year, they were
TOGETHER! Praying for Bob’s
healing and many more years
together for these two lovebirds!
Happy 60th Anniversary!!

John Crawford—Color Guard
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It was a beautiful morning for a street cleanup!
The crew (pictured above left): Ron Donaldson, Richard Carmer,
Bill Francisco, Chris Bolick, Michael Kudla and Byron Ruch.
Gerry Schaller was already hard at work so he missed the group
picture! Crystal Francisco was taking the picture.

OBD STREET CLEANUP
51ST AVENUE (Overpass to Glendale)
SATURDAY 24 APRIL 2021
What do Marine Devil Dogs Bill Francisco and Michael Kudla do
at the liquor store after picking up garbage?
Clown around! “Unleash the Dragon” and the Bud Light Girls.
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UPCOMING EVENTS AND DATES TO REMEMBER:
Please note that all dates are subject to change.
Please refer to updates from Commandant Donaldson
or call an officer or committee member to find out if the event is a go!
MAY
13

Thu 1730 OBD Staff Meeting (5:30 p.m.)

20

Thu 1900 Old Breed Detachment meeting

22

Sat

1300 Growl, John Crawford’s Doghouse,
4564 W. Piute Ave., Glendale, AZ 85308.
Phone 623-328-8894. Call John to see what
chow to bring.

30

Sun

Andre House two shifts: 1:30-4:00; 3:30-7:00
Contact Bill Francisco with questions 602-367-4773

JUNE
10

Thu

1730 OBD Staff Meeting (5:30 p.m.)

17

Thu

1900 Old Breed Detachment meeting

JULY & AUGUST—no meetings — summer break
Meetings resume in September

THE OLD BREED COURIER

May/June 2021

Page 17

DETACHMENT OFFICERS
Commandant
Ron Donaldson
602-819-1922
rdcpapc@yahoo.com
Sr. Vice Commandant
John Crawford
623-328-8894
johncrawford@cox.net

COMMITTEES

Jr. Vice Commandant
???
???
???

Newsletter
Crystal Francisco
602-799-5439
crystal.francisco14@gmail.com

Judge Advocate
William Francisco
602-367-4773
william.francisco7@gmail.com

Budget
John Crawford
623-328-8894
johncrawford@cox.net

Past Commandant
Byron Ruch
byme@cox.net

Web Master
Randy Miller
randy@raceaz.com

602-430-2010

APPOINTED
Chaplain
Crystal Francisco
602-799-5439
crystal.francisco14@gmail.com
Paymaster
Maria Jones
602-684-3648
OBDPaymaster@gmail.com
Adjutant
Roger Deason
602-330-3400
rogerd@premiercomputerusa.com
Sgt. At Arms
Jerry Snyder
623-385-6393
azhiker54_2000@yahoo.com

623-930-9370

Marine Corps Ball Co-Chairmen
Tom Marrin
602-547-8340
tpm6804@yahoo.com
John Crawford
623-328-8894
johncrawford@cox.net
Nominations
Robert L. Bohach

623-764-7563

Scholarship
???
???

???

Homeless Veterans Representative
William Francisco
602-367-4773
william.francisco7@gmail.com

Color Guard
Tom Marrin
602-547-8340
tpm6804@yahoo.com
Quartermaster
Chris Bolick
602-689-7727
bolickchris@gmail.com
Historian
Robert L. Bohach
623-764-7563
obdhistorian@oldbreeddetachment.com
Finance Committee Chairman
John Crawford
623-328-8894
johncrawford@cox.net

Old Breed Detachment #767
Marine Corps League
P.O. Box 6325, Glendale, AZ 85312-6325
Meet @ DAV Hall, 8447 N. 61st Ave.
1900 Third Thursday of the month.
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“I’m The Guy”
I’m the guy who was asked to join your organization
I’m the guy who paid his dues to you.
I’m the guy who came to your meetings and no one paid any attention to.
I’m the guy who tried several times to be a friend,
but they all had their own buddies to talk to and sit next to.

I’m the guy who came several times, but no one paid any attention to me.
I’m the guy who was left out when I volunteered to help
with fund raising projects and membership recruitments.
I’m the guy who missed a few meetings because I was sick, but at the next meeting no one
asked where I had been. I guess it didn’t matter very much to others whether I there or not.
I’m the guy that decided to stay home and watch TV one meeting night.
The following meeting I attended, but no one asked me where I had been.
You might say I’m a Good Guy. A good family man who hold a responsible job.
Loves his country and his community.
You know who else I am? THE GUY THAT NEVER CAME BACK!!!!!!!!!!!!
It amuses me to think that they spend so much time looking for NEW members
when I was there all the time.
All they needed to do was to make me feel needed wanted and welcome.
WHERE ARE YOU IN THIS PICTURE?

