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Mav 1994 Newsletter
MAY MEETING

Our next meeting will be held on Tuesday Mav 24th at 7:00pm at the shop of
Bob Green. To get to Bob's shop, take 1-440 to Nolensville Rd. Head north
towards Nashville, then turn left onto Rosedale Rd., just one block off 1-440. Take
the first right onto Ganady Rd. Bob's shop is about halfway down the block on the
left hand side at 2145 Ganady Rd. Our demonstration for this meeting will be
presented by Larry Loiseau Larry will show us how he turns his off-axis goblets!
Tliis will be Larry's first demonstration so let's give him oiir support and have a
good turnout! As always, bring in examples of your turnings for the "Instant
Gallery".
G.A.R.
task. A\\f us need to get m o re involved in
the various activities of the club in order to
k e ep it growing.
Anril Meeting: The highlight of our last
meeting was the election of a new slate of
officers. The following members were elected
unanimously :
James Haddon, President
Frank Atchley, Vice President
Howard Gilliam, Treasurer
Pete Schutt, Secretary
Let's all give these volunteers as much
suppon and help as we can. Keeping the
TAW viable and progressive is not an easy

To our past officers, we need to ex t end our
" T hank s " .for a j o b well done! Charles Alvis
has served this organiz a tion for many years,
and it is through his efforts that the TAW is
one of the m o re successful woodtum i ng
organiz a tions in the country. J a m i e Wilkinson
has also put in many an hour for our benefit.
H e has been very involved in all of our annual
sym p o sium s and has donated m u ch of his time
and resources in supplying dem o nstration
m i rrors for our use. Thank s , J a m i e! ! Jim
H a ddon served us very well as our Treasurer
for a num b er of years. H e has now m o ved
into the Presidency of the TAW and will need

a great deal of support for the upcoming
symposium in August. Let's all get involved!
Instant Gallery: As usual, the "Gallery"
was one of the highlights of our monthly
meetings. We had a wide diversity of turnings
from our members. Jim Mason brought in
some great box elder bowls. Our host, Bob
Green, put his new bowl lathe to good use
with a large box elder bowl also. Howard
Gilliam brought in a beautiful miniature
Windsor stool made from walnut and curly
maple. Marvin Smotherman had a
smorgasbord of miniature flower vases
complete with flowers. Jamie Wilkinson had
a goodly representation of his miniature vases.
As always, they were very nice! Pete Schutt
obviously paid close attention to Jamie when
he demonstrated turning miniature vases. Pete
had some great segmented miniatures in
mahogany and ebony.
Miniature stool bv Howard Gilliam

Melvyn Firmiger Demonstration: The
demonstration by Melvyn is still scheduled for
Saturday, May 28th at the studio of John
Jordan. John noted that his mailing address
has changed to 6320 Burkitt, but his house is
in the same old place. John also suggested
that everyone try to carpool as much as
possible, as he has very limited parking space.
If the space fills up, a shuttle service will have
to be set up between his place and Cane Ridge

Park. As this could end up being quite
confusing, let's all make an effort and carpool!
Note also that Meh/yn will be available for
"hands- on" instruction in the week prior to
the demonstration. If you are interested in
working with this artist, contact John Jordan
(941-1247) for arrangements. Also, if you
can't make the Saturday meeting , the TriState Woodturners in Chattanooga are
having Melvyn demonstrate for them on
Sunday, the 29th. If you are interested call
Sonny Denison at (615)867-3691.
Turning Monte Blanc Pens

(by Todd Bowen)

Todd Bowen gave a great demonstration on
turning a Monte Blanc style pen at our April
meeting. These pens are considerably more
difficult to make than the regular style of pen.
The mandrel for these pens is the same as the
normal style, but the bushings are a different
diameter. The hole for the barrels is the same
size as the other pen styles, so a different drill
is not required. For Dymond wood, a bullet
tip bit works better than the parabolic bit sold
for this punpose. The easiest way to drill the
blanks for these is to get a prismatic drill press
vise sold by Sears for ~$35.00. These have a
" V" groove in the jaws which allows the two
blanks to be drilled in the same location to
match up the grain of the wood. One of the
ends is counterbored to match the top end of
the pen and then the brass tubes are glued into
the wood. Todd uses either medium viscosity
cyanoacrylate or epoxy to glue up his pen
blanks.
After the glue has dried, the blanks are cut to
the right length using a barrel trimmer
mounted on the lathe. The blanks are held
tightly by hand and fed into the trimmer. The
blank is then mounted on the mandrel with the
appropriate bushings at each end and in
between the two blanks. The center ring is
also placed on the middle bushing so it can be

used to fit it to the top blank. The two blanks
are rough turned and then a s;l/4" long tenon
is turned on the interior end of the top piece.
The center ring is used as a guide so that a
perfect fit can be made and then the two
barrels are turned to final size. Instead of a
straight shape to the pen, Todd turns a subtle
curve down the length with the curve
increasing at the top end to match the curve of
the metal cap. The diameter of the interior top
piece is matched up to the center ring also.
After removing the center ring, the barrels are
then sanded, starting at 150 grit followed by
600 grit. The 150 levels the wood, and the
600 puts the final polish on it. The 600 grit is
purchased from Industrial Abrasives and
seems to work better than other brands.
When the sanding is almost finished, Todd
increases the speed of the lathe and burnishes
the wood using the 600 grit sandpaper.
Todd striking a pose!

For a finish, Todd has found that Craftlac
Melamine gives a great finish without leaving
streaks. The melamine is thinned down to 1/3
with lacquer thinner and is applied to the
wood with the lathe stopped. It dries in about
30sec. Todd then applies a wax to the turning
piece such as Hut Wax and buffs it off with
the lathe turning at a high speed.

After removing the barrels from the lathe, a
notch is cut in the top to match the pocket
clip. This is done using an abrasive wheel on a
Dremel machine. Once the notch is matched
to the clip, the pen can be assembled. The
middle ring is glued to the tenon using
cyanoacrylate on the inside of the ring. It is
slid onto the tenon using a twisting motion
until it bottoms out on the shoulder of the
tenon. The brass parts are then pushed into
the appropriate tubes using a vise or arbor
press. A jig can be used to get the parts
pressed in to the right length. The jig is
nothing more than a piece of wood cut to the
right length with a hole drilled through it
large enough for the pen to slide through.
Todd markets these pens with a wooden box
for a;S45.00. In most cases, he can sell all he
makes to acquaintances and friends or at
occasional craft shows.
G.A.R.
Classified:
Log/lumber sealer, H.S.S. tool blanks, nonloading stearate sandpaper: Contact Jamie
Wilkinson, Woodturners Supply, P.O.Box
237, Hendersonville, TN 37077-37, (615)8248331.
Conover lathe: With 2" x 6" poplar ways,
Conover cast iron legs, 40" between centers,
2 shelves, 11OV Ihp DC variable speed, 3"
faceplate, 2 - prong drive center, cup center;
$1950: Call Howard Gilliam at 615/3732919.
Delta "Homecraft"' Lathe: 1/3 hp AC
Lealand explosion proof motor, wood stand, 2
- 3" faceplates, 4" and 12" tool rests, 6" 90°
tool rest, screw center, 8 1/2" sanding disk,
sanding table, S450.00: Call Howard Gilliam
31615/373-2919.
Eighth Annual Symposium, AAW: The
Eighth Annual Symposium,
Turning
Discoveries, sponsored by the American
Association of Woodturners will take place at

Colorado State University in Fort Collins,
Colorado from June 23-25, 1994. There will
be thirteen demonstrators who will show a
wide diversity of techniques and styles.
Interested parties can contact the AAW at the
following address:
American Association of Woodturners
667 Harriet Ave.
Shoreview,MN 55126
(612)484-9094
(612)484-1724
Windsor
Chairmaking,
Advanced
Woodturning, and Woodcarving Courses:
Two of our members will be offering
woodtuming/woodworking courses at the
Appalachian Center for Crafts this summer.
Paul Pitts will offer a course on making
Windsor chairs on June 6-10th and a course
on woodcarving on June 13-17th. John
Jordan will have a course on advanced
woodtuming on June 13-17th. Also, David
Ellsworth will offer a course on turning
hollow vessels on July ll-15th. For more
information contact the Appalachian Center
for Crafts at 615/597-6801.
Demonstration and workshop with Ray
Key: The North Carolina Woodturner's
Association will host this workshop on
Saturday, June 4, 1994 from 10:00AM till
4:00PM. Registration is $15.00 for NCW
members and $25.00 for non-members. An on
the premise lunch is offered for $6.50. Send
registration fee with name and address to: NC
Woodturners, P.O.Box 1833, Hickory, NC
28603. For information call 704/324-6346.
The deadline is May 30, 1994.
Practical Ideas: This is a great idea for
anyone that needs to do a lot of fine work
such as carving from many different positions.
The assembly consists of a drillpress vise
mounted on a partially cut bowling ball set on
a 3" length of 6" diameter pipe. Find an old
bowling ball at a yard sale or wherever you

can. Glue a
short length of
broomstick into
Bowling ball
one of the holes
and secure it
-6-in. pipe
with a clamp
while cutting.
Cut 1/4 - 1/3 of
its diameter off with a bandsaw. Be careful!
Drill two 3/8" holes in the flat surface and set
the vise-mounting studs in with epoxy. Now
set the bowling ball with the vise assembly into
a base made simply of a 3" length of 6"
diameter pipe. The weight of the assembly
and friction is usually all that is required to
hold it in whatever position is optimum for the
task at hand.
Drillpress vise

Free Services: One of the services which the
TAW offers is free classified adds for our
members. If you have something you wish to
sell or trade, contact Gary Runyon so it can be
placed in our newslett er. If you just furnish the
information, we will v/rite it up for you!
FOR ADDS, QljfESTIONS, OR TO
SUBMIT ARTrCI.ES/PHOTO'S SEND
TO:
GARY RUNYON
1051 RIVER RD.
MURFREESBORO, TN 37129
(615)641-4424 or 895-1657
Tennessee Association of Woodturners is a
not for profit organization formed to promote
and encourage the art of woodtuming and in
doing so,, promote and encourage the craft
of woodtuming in general. Membership is
open to any individual and includes a
subscription to the monthly newsletter.
Address inquiries to TAW, 5428 San Marcus
Dr., Nashville, TN 37220. Meetings are held
monthly on the fourth Tuesday of each month
at 7:00pm. Meeting locations are listed each
month in the monthly Newsletter. Annual dues
are $20.00.

