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CHAPTER THREE

1. Spirit of the Times (New York City), April 6, 1844.
2. Piscator [George T. Dunbar, Jr.], “The Black Perch,” Spirit of the Times, 

December 11, 1841. The fi ve- foot eleven- inch, dark- brown- haired Dunbar 
was born the fourth child of eleven to a prosperous Presbyterian family in 
Baltimore on February 11, 1812. The Dunbars had deep roots in southeast-
ern Maryland, having called Maryland home for at least fi ve generations 
since arriving from Scotland in the mid- seventeenth century. George’s fa-
ther served as a bank cashier and teller until he died in 1843, fi rst hired in 
1804 with the Union Bank of Maryland and then, in 1810, with the Com-
mercial and Farmer’s Bank of Baltimore, providing his family an upper- 
middle- class lifestyle, including a rare “stationary bathtub” in their home. 
With his father’s fi nancial resources, young George received an education 
at boarding schools and colleges, as well as among his family. He early 
demonstrated the aptitude necessary for learning engineering skills by ex-
celling in math. When he was but eight years old in 1820, George and his 
eleven- year- old brother William attended the Catholic Mount St. Mary’s 
boarding school in Emmitsburg, Maryland. George took courses in Latin, 
English, geography, writing, and arithmetic, with the math courses being 
by far his most accomplished. Tellingly, the Mount St. Mary’s teachers 
found George more capable than his older brother in school, though they 
also noted his frequent illnesses and that he “would rather play than 
apply” himself at times. Probably homesick, George Jr. never attended 
the grammar school again. George returned to formal education for one 
more year in 1824– 25 at St. Mary’s University in Baltimore. Run by the 
Sulpician Catholic Order, St. Mary’s University provided a curriculum in 
languages, poetry, rhetoric, natural and moral philosophy, geography, 
writing, music, drawing, and dancing. Most pertinent to George Jr. was 
St. Mary’s devotion to a “complete course of Mathematics” that included 
measurement, surveying, and map and plan drawing “for which the Col-
lege is furnished with all necessary instruments.” Although his formal 
schooling was, by today’s standards, limited in time but broad, it was 
rather typical of the era and does not refl ect the full extent of his learn-
ing. The Dunbars sat down for family dinners daily, reciting Bible verses 
and discussing other matters of the day. Music fi lled the house, though 
dancing was forbidden by a strict Presbyterian mother, and the Dunbar 
parents valued a well- rounded education that enabled their children to 
pursue their interests. See William Henry Corbusier, “Ancestry of William 
Henry Corbusier, Lieutenant Colonel, United States Army, Retired, and 
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sas City, MO; Nancy Knox, “George Towers Dunbar, 1812– 1850,” Mary-
land Historical Society, Baltimore, MD; Corbusier, “Ancestry of William 
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Life, 1869– 1908, ed. Patricia Y. Stallard (Norman: University of Oklahoma 
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tion: Richard Boyd Hauck and Dean Margaret Hauck, “Panning for Gold: 
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no. 3 (1977): 150– 51.

4. Jacob L. Wortman, “Ichthyological Papers By George Powers [sic] Dunbar, 
With a Sketch of His Life,” American Naturalist 16 (1882): 381– 83.

5. Gideon B. Smith, “Maryland Horticultural Society,” The Farmer & Gar-
dener, and Live- Stock Breeder and Manager (Maryland), August 25, 1835. 
See also the inventory of his estate in “Succession of George T. Dunbar,” 
Third District Court of New Orleans, docket no. 3417, New Orleans Public 
Library, Louisiana Division: City Archives and Special Collections. The 
camellia bushes were the single most valuable item in his possession at the 
time of his death, valued at $400 by the appraisers of his estate. On camel-
lia japonicas and their history, see William C. Welch and Greg Grant, Heir-
loom Gardening in the South: Yesterday’s Plants for Today’s Gardens (College 
Station: Texas A&M University Press, 2011), 170– 79.

6. “The Trebla Gazette, Number Six,” Spirit of the Times, January 6, 1844.
7. “The Balize and Its People, No. 5,” Spirit of the Times, March 26, 1842; and 

“Black Perch Fishing in Louisiana,” Spirit of the Times, June 4, 1842. Dun-
bar also preserved bird specimens; see “The Spatule of Louisiana,” Spirit of 
the Times, October 15, 1842.

8. Corbusier, Recollections of Her Army Life, 4.
9. “More Curiosities,” Spirit of the Times, April 18, 1846; and “Another Curios-

ity,” Spirit of the Times, July 25, 1846.
10. For the loss of Dunbar’s ichthyological papers, see Wortman, “Ichthyologi-

cal Papers By George Powers [sic] Dunbar,” 382– 83. A surviving note-
book of text and twenty fi sh drawings survived until the early twentieth 
century, only to be lost by his heirs in the San Francisco earthquake and 
fi re of 1906; Corbusier, “Ancestry of William Henry Corbusier,” 8. One 
notebook of Dunbar essay drafts, many of which were published in the 
Spirit of the Times, exists in the Maryland Historical Society Archives: 
“George Towers Dunbar Field Book” (“Scraps from the Fieldbook of an 
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Engineer”), MS 2407, Maryland Historical Society, Baltimore. This fi eld 
book was passed down to Dunbar’s daughter Fanny Dunbar Corbusier, 
then to her son William Tremaine Corbusier, then to his niece (and great- 
granddaughter of George Dunbar, Jr.) Nancy Dunbar Corbusier Knox, who 
donated it to the Maryland Historical Society. For Dunbar’s subscription 
to Audubon’s work (one of seven subscribers from New Orleans to volume 
3), see John James Audubon, The Birds of America, from Drawings Made in 
the United States and Their Territories: Volume III (New York and Philadel-
phia, 1841), 235; and “The Indian Mound,” Spirit of the Times, February 19, 
1842.

11. Eugene Current- Garcia, “‘York’s Tall Son’ and his Southern Correspon-
dents,” American Quarterly 7, no. 4 (Winter 1955): 380.

12. “Scene in the Picayune Sanctum,” Spirit of the Times, April 6, 1844; Francis 
Brinley, The Life of William T. Porter (New York: D. Appleton and Company, 
1860); Norris Wilson Yates, William T. Porter and the Spirit of the Times 
(Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 1957); Derek Colville, 
“History and Humor: The Tall Tale in New Orleans,” Louisiana Historical 
Quarterly 39, no. 2 (1956): 161; M. Thomas Inge, ed., The Frontier Humorists: 
Critical Views (Hamden, CT: Archon Books, 1975), 3; and James H. Justus, 
Fetching the Old Southwest: Humorous Writing from Longstreet to Twain 
(Columbia: University of Missouri Press, 2004), 242– 43, 260– 61. Kendall 
wrote under the pseudonym “Ex- Santa Fe” for the Spirit of the Times, and 
his and Dunbar’s friendship is exhibited in several essays; for example, 
“Sporting Epistle From Louisiana: All Sorts of Sayings and Doings,” Spirit 
of the Times, September 6, 1845.

13. “Extract from a private letter from Piscator,” Spirit of the Times, April 18, 
1846. On Thorpe see Current- Garcia, “’York’s Tall Son’ and his Southern 
Correspondents,” 378– 79.

14. “The Balize and Its People, No. 5,” Spirit of the Times, March 26, 1842; and 
“Black Perch Fishing in Louisiana,” Spirit of the Times, June 4, 1842.

15. “The Black Perch,” Spirit of the Times, December 11, 1841.
16. “Black Perch Fishing in Louisiana,” Spirit of the Times, June 4, 1842.
17. “The Spatule of Louisiana,” Spirit of the Times, October 15, 1842.
18. “Sporting Epistle from Louisiana: All Sorts of Sayings and Doings,” Spirit 

of the Times, September 6, 1845.
19. “Fishing in Louisiana: The ‘Grand Ecaille.’— No. VIII,” Spirit of the Times, 

July 2, 1842.
20. “A Rhapsody on Trout and Punch,” Spirit of the Times, November 9, 1844.
21. Ibid.
22. Dunbar, Jr., “George Towers Dunbar Field Book,” MS 2407, Maryland His-

torical Society.
23. “Fishing in Louisiana,” Spirit of the Times, April 6, 1844. See also “Sport-

ing Epistle from Louisiana: All Sorts of Sayings and Doings,” Spirit of the 
Times, September 6, 1845; “To Correspondents: Acorn,” Spirit of the Times, 
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April 25, 1846; and “Capt. Scott’s Coon Story Outdone,” Spirit of the Times, 
May 23, 1846.

24. “Fishing in Louisiana,” Spirit of the Times, April 6, 1844; and Dunbar, 
Jr., “George Towers Dunbar Field Book,” MS 2407, Maryland Historical 
Society.

25. “Fishing in Louisiana,” Spirit of the Times, April 6, 1844; and Dunbar, Jr., 
“George Towers Dunbar Field Book,” MS 2407, Maryland Historical Soci-
ety. On Conroy’s rods and relationship with Porter see Brinley, The Life of 
William T. Porter, 221– 24; and Mary Kefover Kelly, The Origins of American 
Angling: Essays on the History of American Fishing and Tackle (Cincinnati, 
OH: Whitefi sh Press, 2007).

26. “Fishing in Louisiana,” Spirit of the Times, April 6, 1844; and Wortman, 
“Ichthyological Papers By George Powers [sic] Dunbar,” 381– 83. For 
Humboldt’s ideas and infl uence see Aaron Sachs, The Humboldt Current: 
Nineteenth- Century Exploration and the Roots of American Environmentalism 
(New York: Penguin Books, 2006), 12, 27, 30– 31, 75– 77.

27. “A Day’s Fishing at the Rock Ground in North Carolina,” Spirit of the 
Times, August 2, 1845.

28. “The Spatule of Louisiana,” Spirit of the Times, October 15, 1842.
29. Ibid.
30. Washington Irving, “The Angler,” The Complete Works of Washington Irving 

in One Volume (Paris, 1843), 329.
31. John F. Reiger, American Sportsmen and the Origins of Conservation,3rd ed., 

(Corvallis: Oregon State University Press, 2001), 5– 44.
32. Merton M. Sealts, Jr. and Alfred R. Ferguson, eds., Emerson’s Nature: Origin, 

Growth, Meaning (2nd ed., Carbondale and Edwardsville: Southern Illinois 
University Press, 1969), 8. See also William Rossi, “Emerson, Nature, and 
Natural Science,” in A Historical Guide to Ralph Waldo Emerson, ed. Joel 
Myerson (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), esp. 101– 19.

33. “The Indian Mound,” Spirit of the Times, February 19, 1842.
34. “Scraps From the Field Book of an Engineer: Creole Hunter— No. 1,” Spirit 

of the Times, November 12, 1842; “A Day’s Fishing at the Rock Ground 
in North Carolina,” Spirit of the Times, August 2, 1845; James Fenimore 
Cooper, Leather- Stocking Tales: Vol. IV: The Pioneers (New York: George P. 
Putnam, 1853 [1823]), 114; and “The Indian Mound,” Spirit of the Times, 
February 19, 1842.

35. Forshey, “The Baron Humboldt’s Cosmos: The Physical History of the 
Universe Examined and Displayed,” De Bow’s Review 9 (1850):150– 58. 
On Humboldt, see Sachs, The Humboldt Current. On Forshey see Michael 
Thomas Meier, “Caleb Goldsmith Forshey: Engineer of the Old Southwest, 
1813– 1881” (PhD diss., Memphis State University, 1982); and James H. 
Justus, “The Underheard Reader in the Writing of the Old Southwest,” in 
Discovering Difference: Contemporary Essays in American Culture, ed. Chris-
toph K. Lohmann (Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 1993), 60– 63. 
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For Dunbar’s friendship with Forshey see Piscator, “Sporting Epistle from 
Louisiana: All Sorts of Sayings and Doings,” Spirit of the Times, Septem-
ber 6, 1845.

36. “The Indian Mound,” Spirit of the Times, February 19, 1842.
37. “Died,” Daily Picayune, February 18, 1846; “Extract from a private letter from 

Piscator,” Spirit of the Times, April 18, 1846; “On Dits in Sporting Circles,” 
Spirit of the Times, April 18, 1846; “Second Municipality Council,” Weekly 
Delta (New Orleans), December 16, 1850. He was buried in an unmarked 
grave at the mouth of the Coatzacoalcos River on the gulf coast of Mexico.

38. “On Dits in Sporting Circles,” Spirit of the Times, December 21, 1844. For 
Whig connections to fi shing and conservation, see “Waltoniana,” Ameri-
can Review: A Whig Journal of Politics, Literature, Art and Science 1, no. 4 
(1845): 384– 93; “Angling,” American Review: A Whig Journal of Politics, Lit-
erature, Art and Science 5, no. 1 (1850): 32– 46; Sachs, The Humboldt Current, 
90– 95; and Reiger, American Sportsmen and the Origins of Conservation, 22.

39. “Death of Geo. T. Dunbar,” Daily Delta (New Orleans), January 12, 1851.

CHAPTER FOUR

1. Chapters on each of the six are available in Jack W. Berryman, Fly- Fishing 
Pioneers and Legends of the Northwest (Seattle: Northwest Fly Fishing, LLC, 
2006).

2. “Zane Grey (1872– 1939): Legendary Author, Angler, Northwest Fly Fisher-
man, and Devout Conservationist,” chap.16 in Berryman, Fly- Fishing 
Pioneers, 124– 133; “Maurice ‘Mooch’ Abraham (1867– 1936): Portland Fly 
Tier, Fly- Fishing Mentor, and Originator of the Double- Haul Technique,” 
chap. 14 in Berryman, Fly- Fishing Pioneers, 110– 115; and Roderick L. Haig- 
Brown, The Western Angler: An Account of Pacifi c Salmon and Western Trout 
in British Columbia (New York: Derrydale Press, 1939).

3. See chapters on Brayshaw, Abraham, Grey, McLeod, Haig- Brown, and Pray 
in Berryman, Fly- Fishing Pioneers; Jack W. Berryman, “Lloyd D. Silvius 
(1902– 1973): Eureka Fly Tier, Fly Shop Owner, and Originator of Several 
Popular Steelhead Patterns,” Northwest Fly Fishing, Fall 2006, 28– 33; Berry-
man, “Ben Hur Lampman (1886– 1954): Newspaper Editor, Author, Poet, 
and Avid Oregon Angler Who Shared His Love of Nature with His Read-
ers,” Northwest Fly Fishing, September/October 2008, 54– 59.

4. Jack W. Berryman, “Alfred S. Knudson (1901– 1980): Commercial Fly 
Tier, Popularizer of the ‘Wet Spider’ Fly Style, and Pioneer Steelheader in 
Oregon, California, and Washington,” Northwest Fly Fishing, September/
October 2007, 62– 67 and “Peter J. Schwab (1887– 1956): Klamath River 
Steelheader and Designer of Fly Rods, Lines, and Flies,” chap. 5 in Berry-
man, Fly- Fishing Pioneers, 30– 45. Schwab also got to know many of the 
Northwest steelhead fl y fi shermen and listed them in his “Steelheading 
Directory” in 1929.
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5. “Jordan Lawrence Mott III (1881– 1931): Novelist and Pioneer on the North 
Umpqua River,” chap.15 in Berryman, Fly- Fishing Pioneers, 120.

6. “Zane Grey,” in Berryman, Fly- Fishing Pioneers, 132.
7. Peter J. Schwab, “Challenge of the Steelhead,” Sports Afi eld, September 

1936, 16– 17, 82– 83.
8. Chapters on Abraham, Hedge, Pray, Bradner, McLeod, and Wahl in 

Berryman, Fly- Fishing Pioneers; Jack W. Berryman, “Walter C. Johnson 
(1915– 2002): Pioneer Washington Steelheader, Light- Tackle and Dry- Fly 
Enthusiast, and Creator of Unique and Artistic Flies,” Northwest Fly Fishing, 
January/February 2007, 28– 33.

9. See chapters on McLeod, Grey, and Bradner in Berryman, Fly- Fishing 
Pioneers. For more on McLeod and the Washington initiatives see Daniel 
Jack Chasan, The Water Link: A History of Puget Sound as a Resource (Seattle: 
Washington Sea Grant Program, 1981), 73– 83.

10. See chapters on Money, Haig- Brown, Trueblood, Bradner, Brayshaw, and 
McLeod in Berryman, Fly- Fishing Pioneers; Berryman, “Ben Hur Lamp-
man,” 58; Haig- Brown said, “the steelhead, with the brightness of the sea 
still on him, is livest of all the river’s life.” He also described the thrill of 
catching a steelhead on a fl y: “As you mend the cast and work your fl y 
well down to him through the cold water, your whole mind is with it, 
picturing its drift, guiding its swing, holding it where you know he will 
be. And when the shock of his take jars through to your forearms and you 
lift the rod to its bend, you know that in a moment the strength of his 
leaping body will shatter the water to brilliance, however dark the day.” 
Haig- Brown, A River Never Sleeps (Piscataway, NJ: New Century Publishers, 
1946), 9– 10.

11. See chapters on Pray, Schwab, Wahl, Olson, Brayshaw, and Schaadt in 
Berry man, Fly- Fishing Pioneers; Jack W. Berryman, “John H. N. ‘Jack’ 
Hemingway (1923– 2000): Idaho Outdoorsman, Environmentalist, and 
Passionate Fly Fisher,” Northwest Fly Fishing, January/February 2008, 64– 
69; Jack W. Berryman, “Robert Milton ‘Bob’ Nauheim (1934– 2005): Pio-
neer California Fly Fisher, Innovative Fly Tier, Writer, and Businessman,” 
Northwest Fly Fishing, January/February 2010, 50– 52, 61; Jack W. Berry-
man, “Milton James ‘Jimmy’ Green (1920– 2004): Champion Fly Caster 
and Innovative Line and Rod Designer,” Northwest Fly Fishing, September/
October 2009, 48– 53; Claude M. Krieder, Steelhead (New York: G. P. Put-
nam’s Sons, 1948); Clark C. Van Fleet, Steelhead to a Fly (New York: Little, 
Brown, and Co., 1951).

12. Roderick Haig- Brown, The Seasons of a Fisherman: A Fly Fisher’s Classic Evo-
cations of Spring, Summer, Fall, and Winter Fishing (New York: Lyons Press, 
2000), 34.

13. Valerie Haig- Brown, ed., From the World of Roderick Haig- Brown: The Master 
and His Fish (Seattle: University of Washington Press, 1981), 180– 81.

14. Haig- Brown, ed., From the World, 200.
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15. Roderick Haig- Brown, A Primer of Fly- Fishing (New York: Morrow, 1964), 
181– 82. Haig- Brown, ed., From the World, 186.

16. Jack W. Berryman, “Robert E. ‘Bob’ Wethern (1921– ): Reporter, Editor, 
Historian, and Mainstay of The Flyfi sher’s Club of Oregon,” Northwest Fly 
Fishing, January/February 2009, 48– 51.

17. Letter from Dale Greenley to the author, July 27, 2011. Colonel Jim 
Hayden was chosen as president, Stan Knouse vice president, Dan Cal-
laghan secretary/treasurer, and Don Haines assistant secretary. Others 
involved initially were Ken Anderson and Bud Pate.

18. Wild Steelhead Coalition, “2007 Conservation Award– Frank Amato,” 
http:// www .wildsteelheadcoalition .org, accessed March 14, 2014.

19. Editorial, Northwest Salmon Trout Steelheader (hereafter STS), August/ 
September 1967, 1; Editorial, STS, January 1968, 1; and Editorial, STS, 
October/November 1970, 1. Amato’s magazine also included numerous 
articles on steelhead fl y fi shing and provided the earliest publishing outlet 
for many of those who would play key roles in wild steelhead conserva-
tion such as Bill McMillian, Bill Bakke, Les Johnson, Trey Combs, and 
Steve Raymond. The Portland- based Association of Northwest Steelhead-
ers was the Oregon affi liate of the National Wildlife Federation (http:// 
www .nwsteelheaders .org).

20. Don Roberts, “Frank Alvin Moore, 1923– : Emissary of the North Umpqua, 
Sentinel for Wild Steelhead Everywhere, Part 2,” Northwest Fly Fishing, 
January/February 2012, 61; letter from Dale Greenley to the author, Au-
gust 1, 2011; and Jim Van Loan, e- mail message to the author, July 7, 2011.

21. See the Revised Code of Washington (RCW) 1.20.045, State Fish; Barry M. 
Thornton, “An Idea for the Times,” in The Ardent Angler, ed. Neil Cam-
eron and comp. Rob Bell- Irving (Vancouver: Ardent Angler Group, 1994), 
74– 81; Ron Cordes, “Welcoming R. P. ‘Van’ Gytenbeek,” Flyfi sher, Summer 
2004, 5– 6; and Chasan, The Water Link, 127– 37.

22. Mausser and others had caught larger steelhead but this fi sh seemed to 
generate more attention. His largest was a thirty- three pounder from the 
Kispiox in 1962. Several anglers from the Northwest had been fl y fi sh-
ing for British Columbia steelhead since the 1950s and included McLeod, 
Wahl, Bradner, Knutson, and a few others, including Californian Mausser. 
For more information on this amazing fi shery, see John F. Fennelly, 
Steelhead Paradise (Vancouver: Mitchell Press, 1963). Fennelly was a fl y 
fi sherman who often fl ew into the remote stretches of the Morice, Babine, 
Kispiox, and Sustut with Seattle fl y fi sherman and pilot Buzz Fiorini. Also 
see Field & Stream annual fi shing contest results.

23. Bill Luch and Frank W. Amato, Steelhead: Drift Fishing and Fly Fishing 
(Seattle: Craftsman and Met Press, 1970); “McLeod” in Berryman, Fly- 
Fishing Pioneers, 182. McLeod told his readers: “Determination to stay 
with a fl y and an unwavering confi dence that the feathered counterfeits, 
when fi shed properly, can be just as deadly as any metal or plastic lure go 
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hand in hand in making a successful steelhead fl y fi sherman.” Berryman, 
“Milton James ‘Jimmy’ Green,” 52 and Trey Combs, The Steelhead Trout 
(Portland, OR: Frank Amato Publications, 1971).

24. Haig- Brown, ed., From the World, 91– 97. He described “steelheads fresh 
from the sea” as “thirty- inch bars of solid muscle, with steel- grey backs, 
and pale, clean bellies. On their sides, just above the lateral line, the 
blue- grey of the back breaks sharply to gleaming silver, sparsely spotted 
with black” (91– 92). Haig- Brown concluded with his belief that knowing 
steelhead better will lead fl y fi shers to appreciate and respect them: “It is 
in developing and refi ning knowledge of the fi sh themselves and, with 
this understanding, fi nding ways of taking them that show them at their 
best”  (97). Brooks, Outdoor Life, September 1971. He explained that “From 
the steelheads southernmost range in California to the far inlets of Alaska, 
when this unique fi sh comes home to his river to spawn he stirs anglers to 
a frenzy.” Quoted in Anthony Netboy, The Salmon: Their Fight for Survival 
(Boston: Houghton Miffl in Co. 1973), 516, 573.

25. Ralph Wahl, Come Wade the River: The Photography of Ralph Wahl with 
Excerpts from “A River Never Sleeps” by Roderick Haig- Brown (Seattle: Superior 
Publishing Co., 1971); and Enos Bradner, Fish on! (Everything You Should 
Know About Steelhead Including How to Catch ‘Em) (Seattle: Superior Publish-
ing Co., 1971).

26. Haig- Brown, ed., From the World, 75– 81. Raymond was president of the 
Washington Fly Fishing Club, an editor at the Seattle Times, close friends 
with Lew Bell, president of the FFF, and a recognized fl y fi shing book 
author.

27. Trey Combs, Steelhead Fly Fishing and Flies (Portland, OR: Frank Amato 
Publications, 1976). This book was in its seventh printing by 1989 and is 
still a reliable guide and reference. It should also be noted that many sec-
tions of the book had been originally published in Amato’s Salmon Trout 
Steelheader magazine, where Combs got his start as a writer.

28. Thornton, “An Idea for the Times,” in The Ardent Angler, ed. Cameron and 
comp. Bell- Irving, 74– 81.

29. Haig- Brown, ed., From the World, 74.
30. Editorial, STS, August/September 1970, 1; Editorial, “The Destruction of 

the Deschutes,” STS, June/July 1971, 1, 9; Field & Stream, November 1970, 
46– 47, 118– 19. Johnson reported that “Washington State, like the rest 
of America, is experiencing an awakening of people to the environmen-
tal issues that are upon us” and warned his readers that “if we blow our 
chances to save this great game fi sh at a time when it can indeed be saved, 
what excuse will we give to ourselves and future generations?” The efforts 
of Amato and Johnson at STS were helped immensely by the Anglers Club 
of Portland and other fi sh advocates like Larry Cassidy, Chuck Voss, and 
the Steelheader’s Council of Trout Unlimited. Bill Luch, Amato’s steelhead 
book coauthor, had become president of the Association of Northwest 
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Steelheaders and helped stop a dam on the Snake River as well as make 
steelhead a game fi sh in Oregon to prohibit commercial harvest.

31. Berryman, “John H. N. ‘Jack’ Hemingway,” 67; Hemingway was pre-
ceded by the early conservation work in the 1960s by fl y fi shers Duke 
and Betty Parkening and was assisted greatly in the 1970s by fl y fi sher-
men Keith Stonebraker and Steve Pettit. Pettit was a fi sheries biologist 
with Idaho Fish and Game and Stonebraker was a fl y fi shing pioneer on 
the Clearwater in the 1960s. Dan Landeen, Steelhead Fly Fishing Nez Perce 
Country: Snake River Tributaries (Portland, OR: Frank Amato Publications, 
2006), 46– 47, 63– 65, 71– 76; Keith Stonebraker, interview with the author, 
July 19, 2011; Steve Pettit, e- mail to the author, July 16, 2011 and inter-
view with the author, July 18, 2011.

32. California Trout, http:// www .wikipedia .org; http:// www .caltrout .org.
33. Berryman, “John H. N. ‘Jack’ Hemingway,” 64, 66– 68. Two years earlier, 

in 1969, Oregon governor Tom McCall appointed Frank Moore to his 
state’s Fish and Wildlife Commission. Soon thereafter, Dan Callaghan was 
also appointed an Oregon Fish and Wildlife Commissioner. Hemingway, 
Moore, and Callaghan shared ideas and strategies to protect wild steel-
head whenever possible. In Idaho, with the help of two other fl y fi shing 
commissioners, Keith Stonebraker and Will Godfrey, Hemingway was 
able to introduce catch and release laws and stop the practice of stock-
ing hatchery fi sh in waters where they would negatively impact wild fi sh. 
Remembering these times, Callaghan said it was “when the wild trout 
programs got started in earnest in each state.” Mary Kay Callaghan, edi-
tor, with Jim Van Loan, [Dan Callaghan’s] North Umpqua (Portland, OR: 
privately printed, 2008), 88– 90, 150.

34. Frank W. Amato, “Why Wild Trout Streams Continue to Deteriorate,” STS, 
December/January 1972, 11; and STS, June/July 1972, 1.

35. Haig- Brown, foreword to A River Never Sleeps (Piscataway, NY: Winchester 
Press, 1974), ix.

36. Chasan, The Water Link, 127– 37; Betty Winn, “Chronology of Events for 
the NWSSC,” Newsletter (Elliott Bay Chapter of Trout Unlimited), Janu-
ary 1, 1985; and Greg Johnston, “Sportsmen groups in steelhead ‘war,’” 
Seattle Post- Intelligencer, November 10, 1983, C5

37. Bill McMillan, “Steelhead Fly Fishing,” STS, June/July 1974, 14– 17. In this 
early article, he reported: “Many rivers have substantial runs of hatchery 
fi sh and such waters often provide fast fi shing of an enjoyable nature. 
However, the numerical success of such fi sheries should not blind one 
of their inherent dangers with indiscriminate expansion . . .” (17). Bill 
McMillan, e- mail letter to author, July 6, 2011.

38. California Trout, http:// www .wikipedia .org; http:// www .caltrout .org.
39. Andrus and Hemingway had been good friends since his days as gover-

nor of Idaho from 1971 to 1977. President Jimmy Carter made Andrus his 
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secretary of the interior in 1977, and he served until 1981. Jim Van Loan, 
e- mail to author July 7, 2011.

40. Bill Bakke, e- mail to author, July 31, 2011.
41. Interview with Frank Amato, July 17, 2011.
42. During the summer of 1981, McMillan wrote a two- part article, “The 

Wind River Controversy,” for STS, sent fl yers to fl y fi shing clubs in Wash-
ington and Oregon, encouraged letters to be sent, and urged attendance 
at the newly instituted Washington Department of Game Commission to 
testify at the public hearings. Bill McMillan, e- mail letter to author, July 6, 
2011.

43. Thomas R. Pero, “Reeling In,” Trout, Winter 1993, 8– 9.
44. Bill Bakke, e- mail to author, July 18, 2011.
45. A Eugene attorney was retained by the Steamboaters and other attorneys, 

including a few who were fl y fi shers like Dan Callaghan, also got involved 
in litigation. Finally, in 1985, the project was stripped of its permit and in 
1989, it was announced that the Winchester Hydroelectric Project had 
been terminated. The North Umpqua Foundation is still very active stand-
ing behind the wild steelhead and a “river worth preserving.” Dick Bower, 
“A Hydro Story,” Flyfi sher, Winter 1990; “Help Preserve a National Trea-
sure,” brochure; and http:// www .northumpqua .org. Also see Johnston, 
“Sportsmen groups in steelhead ‘war.’”

46. “FFF Steelhead Committee,” Osprey, January 1987, 1 and “Washington 
1987 Regulations,” 4. Bob Arnold served for two years and then was 
replaced by Peter Soverel, who was the president from 1989 to 1999. When 
the Washington Department of Game established their Sports Fishing 
Advisory Group in 1989, Soverel and committee member John Sager repre-
sented the FFF. Peter W. Soverel, letter to the author, June 26, 2011.

47. Wild Steelhead Coalition Trustees, John McGlenn, http:// www 
.wildsteelheadcoalition .org. “John C. McGlenn: The Osprey’s First Steel-
head Hero,” Osprey, 20, February 1994, 11; Mary Hoy, “A History of Steam-
boat Inn and the Fly- Fishing Tradition on the North Umpqua River,” 
http:// www .thesteamboatinn .com. This was signifi cant because of past 
experiences in Idaho and Oregon where steelhead fl y fi shers as commis-
sioners were able to initiate important changes to benefi t wild fi sh.

48. This data was collected by steelhead fl y fi shermen who were directly as-
sisted by the regional fi sheries department steelhead manager and avid 
steelhead fl y fi sherman, Bob Hooton, who worked in Smithers. Bob Hoo-
ton, e- mail to author, July 20, 2011 and interview with the author, July 25, 
2011. Robert G. Thibault, letter to the author, September 19, 2002.

49. Beardslee, from Duvall, Washington, had contacted McMillan about 
learning to do snorkeling surveys so he could apply the techniques to his 
home river, the Tolt. McMillan became one of the fi rst members of the 
Board of Washington Trout, and one of their fi rst projects was to identify 
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stream culverts that did not allow fi sh passage. Since 2007, Washington 
Trout has become the Wild Fish Conservancy. Their leading aquatic ecolo-
gist, Nick Gayeski, used to run his own fl y fi shing shop, was a fl y fi shing 
guide, and is an avid steelhead fl y fi sherman. Bill McMillan, e- mail letter 
to the author, July 6, 2011; http:// www .wildfi shconservancy .org. See also 
Dick Van Demark, Steelhead Fly Fishing in Low Water (Bellingham, WA, 
1996).

50. Tony Evans, “Give Praise to Idaho’s Migratory Masters,” Idaho Mountain 
Express, August 17, 2011; R. S. Hooton, Skeena Steelhead: Unknown Past, Un-
certain Future (Portland, OR: Frank Amato Publications, 2011), 98. In 1993, 
BC’s Wild Steelhead Campaign released their video “Steelhead Symbol of 
Survival,” and Hooton noted that “The video contained powerful mes-
sages from one the most distinguished and respected fi sheries scientists of 
the past half century, Dr. Peter Larkin, about the consequences of mixed 
stock fi sheries and the problems with artifi cial enhancement” (98).

51. Trey Combs, Steelhead Fly Fishing (New York: Lyons Press, 1991); and 
Steve Raymond, Steelhead Country (New York: Lyons and Burford, 1991), 
197–98, 206.

52. Deke Meyer, Advanced Fly Fishing For Steelhead (Portland, OR: Frank Amato 
Publications, 1992), 149. In his chapter on “Conservation & Steelheading 
in the 21st Century,” Meyer is very clear about the role fl y fi shers must 
play in the survival of wild steelhead: “You and I are at once the biggest 
threat to steelhead and their greatest chance for their survival. . . . We 
unite with like minded fi shermen to form a social consciousness that 
wields a mightier political sword than the outcry of an isolated voice. We 
do it for ourselves because of our intimate affection and compassion for 
the fi sh we treasure. . . . Bitching and moaning is great for relieving stress, 
but eventually it falls to each of us to decide how much time, energy, and 
money we are willing to give back to the sport” (149).

53. Peter Soverel, letter to the author, June 26, 2011; also see http:// www 
.wildsalmoncenter .org and www .steelhead .org. In 1994, they started the 
Kamchatka Steelhead Project to collect scientifi c data on wild steelhead. It 
was a cooperative effort between the Wild Salmon Center, Moscow State 
University, and the University of Montana. Today, this project is run by 
Soverel and the Conservation Angler, based in Edmonds, Washington 
(http:// www .steelhead .org).

54. Ted Leeson, The Habit of Rivers: Refl ections on Trout Streams and Fly Fishing 
(New York: Lyons and Burford, 1994), 22. Leeson said, “I had sought out 
wild steelhead as an embodiment of some native idea, some spirit that 
made the place itself” (22). A steelheader, Leeson said, “is preeminently a 
believer, an infl exible enthusiast trusting to the long haul.” He went on 
to explain that “They know the one big thing, whatever you wish to call 
it— an unyielding devotion to purpose, the righteousness of a calling, a 
preternatural faith in their own spiritual invulnerability” (22, 26– 27).
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55. Wild Steelhead & Atlantic Salmon 1, no. 1 (Spring 1994).
56. This publication actually began in 1993 as River Journal, edited by Jeff 

Findley. John Holt, Madison 1, no. 1 (1993). For example, John Shewey, 
North Umpqua 2, no. 3 (1995).

57. Bill Bakke, e- mail to author, July 18, 2011. Bill Redman, interview with 
the author, June 26, 2011. Also see Bill Redman, “Snake River Salmon and 
Steelhead,” Osprey 24, June 1995, 1– 6. Redman became chair of the FFF 
Steelhead Committee in 2000 and served in that capacity until 2010.

58. Michael Baughman, with photographs by J. Daniel Callaghan, A River 
Seen Right: A Fly Fisherman’s North Umpqua (New York: Lyons & Burford, 
1995), see chap.13, “In Fifty Years”; Bob Arnold, Steelhead & the Float-
ing Line: A Meditation (Portland, OR: Frank Amato Publications, 1995); 
Barry M. Thornton, Steelhead (Surrey, BC: Hancock House, 1995), see 
chap.5, “Steelhead Management,” where Thornton said: “The highest 
priority for steelhead management must always be for wild stocks” (155); 
Doug Rose, Fly Fishing the Olympic Peninsula (Portland, OR: Frank Amato 
Publications,1996), see chap. 20, “Wild Fish,” where Rose admitted that 
“Like many fl y fi shermen, I had become increasingly worried about the 
decline of migratory fi sh” and suggested “this is the time for anglers that 
love the Olympic Peninsula’s wild fi sh to make their voices heard” 
(91 and 95).

59. Grant McClintock and Mike Crockett, Watermark (New York: Alfred A. 
Knopf, 1998) and Thomas McGuane, The Longest Silence: A Life in Fishing 
(New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1999).

60. Van Gytenbeek moved to the Seattle area in the early 1990s, cohosted Fly 
Fishing Northwest, a television show with Les Johnson on the Fox Sports 
Network, and began to publish his own magazine, Fly Fishing in Salt 
Waters, in 1994. He was an active member of the Washington Fly Fishing 
Club and served as a commissioner until 2004. During Van Gytenbeek’s 
tenure, as Lisa Pelly, the chair of the Washington Department of Fish and 
Wildlife Commission, said, “The sport- fi shing community could not have 
asked for a better advocate on their issues, especially those who support 
the long- term sustainability of wild steelhead in this state.” Cordes, “Wel-
coming R. P. ‘Van’ Gytenbeek,” 5– 6.

61. The WSC leadership argued very convincingly that “Without changes 
in attitudes and policies, wild steelhead populations will continue to de-
cline.” The fi rst three presidents of the WSC have been steelhead fl y fi sher-
men, as was the case for the majority of board members over the past ten 
years. As trustees, the WSC enlisted some of the most important steelhead 
conservationists, such as Frank Amato, John McGlenn, Bill Bakke, and 
Jim Lichatowich, a well- known fi sheries scientist and author of the highly 
acclaimed book Salmon Without Rivers: A History of the Pacifi c Salmon Crisis 
(1999). http:// www .wildsteelheadcoalition .org; Jack W. Berryman, “Wild 
Steelhead Coalition Growing,” Northwest Fly Fishing, Spring 2002, 22.
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62. This report, written by a team of three fi sheries scientists, an economist, 
and an attorney, consisted of eight chapters with extensive references. All 
of the authors, except one, were fl y fi shermen.

63. The report’s summary concluded by saying: “WC- TU expresses its interest 
in working with co- managers and the State Legislature to obtain the fund-
ing needed to improve wild steelhead management and the enforcement 
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Washington Council of Trout Unlimited Wild Steelhead Conservation 
Policy, 2001,” policy summary, 1. By the following year, both Burge and 
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Burge gained signifi cant scientifi c help when Nathan Mantua, an avid 
steelhead fl y fi sherman and University of Washington research scientist 
with expertise in climate, oceans, and fi sheries, became a WSC board 
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groups. Press release, South Coast Steelhead Coalition, November 7, 2002; 
“Commercial Nets Threaten Skeena Steelhead,” Fly Fisherman, September 
2002; Lani Waller, “The Impossible Contradiction: Selective Gill Nets,” 
Fly Fisherman, September 2002; and http://www .steelheadrecoveryplan .ca. 
The goal of the latter group was to “stabilize and restore wild steelhead 
stocks and habitats to healthy, self-sustaining levels.” They also used a 
great Haig-Brown quotation from his “Fishing and the Common Man” in 
Fisherman’s Spring (1951): “. . . I know that neither hatcheries, nor biolo-
gists, nor all the thought and ingenuity of man can put them back when 
once they’ve gone.”

65. The WSC continues to sponsor “steelhead summits,” currently under the 
leadership of Richard Burge and Marianne Mitchell. Dee Norton and Dave 
Bailey, “Conservation Groups United for Steelhead,” TU Leader, January/
March 2003, 1 and Jack W. Berryman, “Fishing and Conservation Groups 
Agree to Unite to Work to Save Steelhead,” Northwest Fly Fishing, Spring 
2003, 21– 22. It is also signifi cant that avid steelhead fl y fi sherman and 
author Steve Probasco was editor of Northwest Fly Fishing magazine and 
provided substantial personal and editorial support for wild steelhead. 
His assistant editor was Oregon’s John Shewey, another well- known book 
author and devoted steelhead fl y fi sherman. Shewey is the current editor 
of the magazine and is a great spokesperson for wild fi sh.

66. Central to this decision were the WSC and Commissioner Van Gytenbeek, 
who was supported by fi ve of his colleagues. Initially, about a dozen rivers, 
all on the Olympic Peninsula, were involved. Currently, the list includes 
eight rivers. Jack W. Berryman, “The Plight of Washington’s Wild Steel-
head,” Northwest Fly Fishing, Summer 2004, 26– 27, 85. Also at this time, 
in response to an article in STS titled “Wild Fish vs. Hatchery Stock: Any 
Difference,” the WCS president at the time, Jack Berryman, wrote a rebut-
tal titled “Why Wild Steelhead Are Important,” STS, October/November 
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2002, 4, 6. Jack W. Berryman, “Update on Washington’s Wild Steelhead,” 
Northwest Fly Fishing, Winter 2005, 17– 19. These decisions were bol-
stered by another WSC report, “The Status of Wild Steelhead in Western 
Washington.”

67. Andrew Williams, e- mail to the author, June 22, 2011, and Andrew Wil-
liams, “Friends of Wild Salmon, Banning Salmon Farming from Northern 
B.C. Waters,” Osprey 61, September 2008, 16– 19.

68. Richard T. Burge, Nathan J. Mantua, and Jack W. Berryman, “Wild Steel-
head Coalition Unveils Plan for Washington’s Wild Steelhead,” Northwest 
Fly Fishing, Fall 2006, 22– 23. The lawsuit was fi led by attorneys from 
Earthjustice on behalf of the plaintiffs. American Rivers, whose Northwest 
regional director was Rob Masonis, a very serious steelhead fl y fi sherman, 
became another key player to save wild steelhead at this time. Also see the 
editorial in the Seattle Times by the WSC president, Rich Simms, another 
steelhead fl y angler (“Bush Proposal Not Good for Wild Fish,” Novem-
ber 18, 2004). Masonis was quoted as saying that there is a “greater under-
standing among anglers of the importance of wild fi sh and the desire to 
catch wild fi sh. They get it; and it’s those voices that need to rise up in 
the policy debate.” Ted Williams, Something’s Fishy: An Angler’s Look at Our 
Distressed Gamefi sh and Their Waters— and How We Can Preserve Both (New 
York: Skyhorse Publishers, 2007), 195– 203.

69. “History of the Wild Steelhead Coalition, 2000– 2011,” http:// www 
.wildsteelheadcoalition .org; Yvon Chouinard, founder and president of 
Patagonia, is a steelhead fl y fi sherman and was made an honorary member 
of the WSC. His company has provided grants, Patagonia’s director of 
fl y fi shing, Brian Bennett, resides in the Seattle area and is on the WSC 
board, and proceeds from the sale of steelhead T- shirts, part of Patagonia’s 
wild trout series, were donated to the WSC. Dylan Tomine, Wild On The 
Fly: Journal of Fly Fishing Travel 12 (Winter 2007/2008): 48– 55 and Tomine, 
Flyfi shjournal 2, no. 2 (2008), 94– 95; Jack W. Berryman, “Video Review— 
Rivers of a Lost Coast,” Northwest Fly Fishing, July/August 2009, 18– 19 and 
http:// www .riversofalostcoast .com; other videos include the Fly Boys and 
“Raising the Ghost” in 2008 and “Metalheads” in 2010, a Creekside Media 
Production.

70. Jack W. Berryman, “Robert Milton ‘Bob’ Nauheim,” 61 and http:// www 
.northumpquawildsteelhead .org.

71. Robert Masonis, e- mail to the author and others, February 14, 2009 and 
Lynda A. Mapes, “Famed Fishmonger Plans a Sea Change,” Seattle Times, 
May 30, 2010, A1. Also of interest is the website begun by a Seattle- based 
steelhead fl y fi sherman: http:// www .stopeatingwildsteelhead .com.

72. Jack W. Berryman, Northwest Fly Fishing, September/October 2010, 20 and 
Bob Margulis, Pool32, 2012.

73. “State Shuts Down Snider Creek Hatchery Program,” Tacoma News Tri-
bune, February 12, 2012. The hatchery will be closed “to establish a wild 
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 steelhead management zone,” the fi rst formally established in Washing-
ton State under the WDFW’s new steelhead management plan.

74. This was prefaced by an editorial in the Seattle Times coauthored by Atlas, 
Beardslee, and Simms, “Restore the Elwah without hatchery fi sh,” July 13, 
2011, A11. Also see Ted Williams, “How to Kill a Reborn River,” Fly Rod & 
Reel, January 2012; June Williams, “Enviros Raise Alarm on Dam Remov-
als,” Courthouse News, February 16, 2012; “Interim Agreement Protects 
Wild Elwha Steelhead From Hatchery Release,” February 24, 2012, http:// 
www .wildsteelheadcoalition .org.

75. This is being borne out by the three most recent books on steelhead fl y 
fi shing. In Dec Hogan’s A Passion for Steelhead (Mill Creek, WA: Wild 
River Press, 2006), Pete Soverel wrote a stunning afterword titled “The 
Future of Our Sport.” Hogan was a longtime Washington fl y fi shing 
guide who focused on the Skagit and Sauk. Similarly, Oregon fl y fi sher 
John Larison’s The Complete Steelheader: Successful Fly- Fishing Tactics (Me-
chanicsburg, PA: Stackpole Books, 2008) has an entire section on conser-
vation and argues that “Fly fi shing, as practiced by modern anglers, is a 
conservation movement” (217). Lastly, the legendary steelhead fl y fi sher-
man Lani Waller’s A Steelheader’s Way: Principles, Tactics & Techniques 
(Mechanicsburg, PA: Stackpole Books, 2009) includes a chapter titled 
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years . . .” (193).

CHAPTER F IVE
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in Middleburg, Virginia, and the Rangeley Outdoor Sporting Heritage 
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6. Lawrence Louis Squeri, Better in the Poconos: The Story of Pennsylvania’s Va-
cationland (University Park: Pennsylvania State University Press, 2002), 2.

7. Ibid.
8. Ibid.
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35. There are signifi cant archival holdings related to the history of American 
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CHAPTER S IX
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by linguists Donald Frantz and Norma Jean Russell. See Donald Frantz 
and Norma Jean Russell, Blackfoot Dictionary of Stems, Roots, and Affi xes 
(Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 1989).
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well as the following representative sources: John C. Ewers, The Blackfeet: 
Raiders on the Northwest Plains (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 
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