Dallas Cinco de Mayo  Parade Guidelines

1. Every group or individual that intends to participate in the parade will have to be registered.  You will not be allowed to participate without registration.

2. The parade starts at 10:00 a.m. and ends at approximately 11:30 a.m.
3. Parking for vehicles located at parking lot located at the southeast corner of Centre Street & Madison Ave. (pending approval).
4. The parade kick-off will be at 223 W. Jefferson Blvd., Oak Cliff Cultural Center, 9:30 to 9:55 am
5. The line-up is from 8:00 a.m. through 9:00 a.m.

6. Please do not show up before 8:00 a.m.
7. If you show up to lineup after 9:00, you might lose your assigned line-up place and will be lined up at the end of the parade.
8. The parade line-up number will be assigned as soon as you register and the decal given to you as you lineup. Place the number decal on your dash board – or attached to your banner.

9. You will be required to check-in as you enter to lineup.

a. VIP and Officials will lineup on block 200 W. Jefferson Blvd. (enter through Zang Ave.)

b. Number 1 – 10 will line up on 200 S. Madison Ave. (enter through Sunset Ave.)
c. Number 11 – 30 line up on Sunset Ave. (enter through Zang Ave.).
d. Numbers 31 - 40 line up on 300 & 400 S. Madison Ave. (enter through 12th Street).

e. Numbers 41 – 50 line up on 200 Centre Street (enter through Zang Ave.)
f. Number 51 – 60 line up on 300 Centre Street (Enter through Bishop Ave.)

10. No stopping for performances on parade route.
11. The Parade stage will be at 500 W. Jefferson block.  It opens at 10:00 a.m. with DJ music

12. The parade ends at 600 S. Polk Street (City Park).
13. Trophies will be awarded at the Finale Stage located at the 600 S. Polk Street (end of parade route).  The entries will be judged on:

a. Presentation 20 points

b. Creativity 20 points

c. adherence to theme 20 points

d. aesthetics 20 points

e. team spirit – 20 points
i. Total of 100 points
14. There will be 1st Place, 2nd Place, 3rd Place trophies awarded in the following categories.
· Best Float Professional 1st, 2nd, 3rd Place, Participant certificate
· Best Float Handcrafted 1st ($500 prize); 2nd, 3rd place, participant certificate
· Best Decorated Vehicle 1st, 2nd, 3rd Place, participant certificate
· Best Marching (band, drill team, Flag Corp, ROTC), participant certificate
· Best Walking (sports teams, organizations); 1st, 2nd, 3rd Place, participant certificate
· Best Musical (must be playing music) 1st, 2nd, 3rd Place, participant certificate
· Best Dance Group –Ballet Folklorico (Primary & Secondary) each 1st, 2nd, 3rd Place, Participant certificate
· Best Dance Group – (Primary & Secondary) each 1st, 2nd, 3rd Place, participant certificate
· Best Pet Entry 1st, 2nd, 3rd Place, participant certificate
· Best Character/Mascot  1st, 2nd, 3rd Place, participant certificate
· Best Costume / Outfit 1st, 2nd, 3rd Place, participant certificate
· Best Props 1st, 2nd, 3rd Place, participant certificate
15. You must be present to claim the trophy if you are competing for the BEST Trophy in a category.

16. EMS Medics will be on site to provide assistance at the Parade Stage, 500 Block W. Jefferson Blvd.
17. Port-o-potties will be located at the Parade line-up, every block on the parade route and at the Finale Stage
18. Bus drop-off at 400 S. Madison & Twelfth (enter the parking lot).
19. Parade Route & legend is at Google Maps: Dallas Cinco de Mayo
20. OCCA staff may be reached at 469-657-4090.

Walking/Marching Groups

1. You must follow all directives given by the parade staff. 

2. All walking groups must present a banner no longer than eight feet
3. You must display your assigned number card on your banner.

4. Must have 1 chaperone per group – chaperones must wear the same uniform or t-shirt.

5. The group must keep walking at all other times unless directed to stop.

6. The group must keep two car lengths behind the preceding group/vehicle.

7. Dignitaries and all participants must refrain from shaking hands with spectators.
8. Parents with strollers are not allowed to walk with the group
Decorated Vehicles and Company Vehicles
1. You must follow all directives given by the parade staff.
2. Vehicles must be fully decorated (cars, trucks, bicycles, motorcycles, golf cars, carriages, company vehicles - no 18 wheelers or commercial buses).
3. The vehicle may not drive faster than 5 mph.

4. Vehicles must have two guides walking alongside of the vehicle throughout the parade route.
5. Communicate with your driver:

a. One thump on your vehicle means GO

b. Two thumps on your vehicle mean STOP.

6. You must display your assigned number card on your dashboard.

7. You must keep two car lengths behind the preceding group/vehicle.

8. No one can ride on the vehicle’s hood or hang out from the windows, etc.

Floats and Flat-beds
1. Must follow all directives given by the parade staff
2. The float may not drive faster than 5 mph.

3. The float must have at least two guides walking alongside of the vehicle throughout the parade.

4. Communicate with your driver: One thump on your vehicle means GO. Two thumps on your vehicle mean STOP.

5. You must display your assigned number card on your dashboard.

6. Must keep two car lengths behind the preceding group/vehicle.
7. Must follow City of Dallas float policy.

Child Safety

It is the goal of the Dallas Cinco de Mayo Fiesta Committee to promote a safe and enjoyable event.  Please adhere to the following guidelines:

· All youth groups will be required to have a one chaperone
· The chaperone will be required to walk along the sides of the group in order to keep them in line and away from other vehicles/crowd.
· We suggest all children wear a name badge with the child’s: 1) name, 2) group name, 3) contact name, 4) phone number 

· If the child gets lost, instruct the child/children to look for police officer.  They will be taken to the OCCA Command Station located at the 500 Block of West Jefferson.

· Make sure the children use the restroom before the parade starts.  A port-o-let will be available at the parade line-u and at the end of the parade.
· Make sure the children use hats and sun block.

· Make sure the children use good walking shoes.

· If any child should feel hot or dizzy, it is best that they should desist from walking and seek care. You may also inform one of our parade guides or police officer for assistance.

· We will have an EMS and paramedics on-site at the Command Station at 600 W. Jefferson

· Please call 911 if you have an emergency.

Sponsors & VIP/Officials
(Kick-off ceremony begins at 9:30 a.m. at Oak Cliff Cultural Center, 223 W. Jefferson)
1. Check-in at the OCCA tent located in front of the Oak Cliff Cultural Center, 223 W. Jefferson.

2. You may park at the 200 W. Jefferson block.  You will be given a parking decal to leave inside your car dashboard and visible.  Your staff may park at 400 S. Madison parking lot.
3. If your vehicle will be in the parade, then enter the line-up through Jefferson Blvd. at Zang Blvd.

4. If your vehicle will not be in the parade, get dropped off or park at the parking lot located at Centre & Madison Street, then walk to the Oak Cliff Cultural Center to sign in.  Meet your party there or board your float/vehicle. 
5. There will be a VIP Hospitality tent at the Oak Cliff Cultural Center.

6. Transportation from the Parade finale to the start of the parade is available.  Please let us know so we can schedule it.
7. Officials, sponsors and VIP will be recognized at the Kick-off corner, please RSVP to oakcliffarts@gmail.com confirm that you will participate anytime between 9:30am to 10 am
8. Every group/individual that intends to participate in the parade will have to be registered.

9. Each group/entry will be assigned a number in the parade.
10. Keep the Parade Decal on your dashboard or visible – or attached to your banner.

11. No stopping on parade route unless directed by parade staff.
12. Dignitaries must refrain from shaking hands with spectators.

13. EMS Medics will be on site to provide assistance.

14. Port-o-potties will be located at the Parade line-up, at each block on the parade route, end of parade and Festival Main Stage.
15. For more information email oakcliffarts@gmail.com. You may visit our website www.oakcliffarts.org or call 469-657-4090.
