LIVING FAITH

23rd SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
SEPTEMBER 6, 2020
THE GOSPEL FOR TODAY—Matthew 18:15-20
Jesus spoke to his disciples: “If you brother or sister sins against you,
go and point out the fault when the two of you are alone.
If he or she listens to you, you have regained your brother or sister.
But if the person does not listen, take one or two others along with you,
so that every word may be confirmed by the evidence of two or three witnesses.
If the person refuses to listen to them, tell it to the Church;
and if that person refuses to listen even to the Church,
let such a one be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector.
Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven,
and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.
Again truly I tell you, if two of you agree on earth about anything you ask,
it will be done for you by my Father in heaven.
For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them.

REFLECTING ON THE GOSPEL
In the Gospel two weeks ago Jesus said to Peter, “Whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven,
and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” Today we hear Jesus give that same authority
to the rest of the disciples.
All the baptized are missionary disciples, and in today’s gospel Jesus provides a way for all of us
to deal with difficult situations where there is difference of opinion or conflict. And that is the way of
DIALOGUE. Genuine dialogue presumes mutual respect and a readiness to truly listen among all the
participants.
Pope St Paul VI named some of the characteristics of genuine dialogue in his 1964 encyclical
letter Ecclesiam Suam (On the Church), paragraphs 82 & 83:
Clarity – What is said must be intelligible (able to be understood).
Meekness – There is no room for arrogance, name-calling or offensive bitterness.
Confidence – Each must of confidence in the power of their own words and in the good will of all
parties in the dialogue.
Prudence – This is the ability of all participants to make alolowances for the maturity and
background of one another.
“In a dialogue conducted with this kind of foresight, truth is wedded to charity and
understanding to love.”

TALKING WITH FAMILY AND FRIENDS

Have you ever experienced a meeting of minds through dialogue? Tell the story!
Do you see a place in any of your family situations where dialogue can be helpful? Talk about that....
Can you think of other ways for dealing with misunderstanding, difference of opinion or conflict?
(Today’s gospel might give you some hints.)
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THE CHURCH TEACHES

The season starts 1 September, the Day of Prayer for
Creation, and ends 4 October, the Feast of St. Francis of
Assisi, the patron saint of ecology. The Season of Creation is a
time to renew our relationship with our Creator and all creation
through repenting, repairing, and rejoicing together. During the
Season of Creation, we join our sisters and brothers in the
ecumenical family in prayer and action for our common home.
This year, amid crises that have shaken our world, we’re
awakened to the urgent need to heal our relationships with
creation and each other. During the season this year, we enter
a time of restoration and hope, a jubilee for our Earth, that
requires radically new ways of living with creation.
The Season of Creation unites the world’s 2.2 billion Christians
around one shared purpose. With so much injustice all around
us, now is the time for Christians everywhere to come together
and show the world how to love each other and creation.

Through the Dicastery for Promoting
Integral Human Integral
Development, Pope Francis has
invited all Catholics to join in this
celebration with prayer and concrete
actions on behalf of our wounded
world, our Common Home.

The Season of Creation is a time
to renew our relationship with our
Creator and all creation through
celebration, conversion, and
commitment together. During the
Season of Creation, we join our
sisters and brothers in the
ecumenical family in prayer and
action for our common home.
Ecumenical Patriarch Dimitrios I
proclaimed 1 September as a day
of prayer for creation for the
Orthodox in 1989. In fact, the
Orthodox church year starts on
that day with a commemoration of
how God created the world. Pope
Francis made the Roman Catholic
Church’s warm welcoming of the
season official in 2015.

The theme for the 2020 Season of Creation is “Jubilee for
the Earth: New Rhythms, New Hope.”
Christians around the world will use this period and this
theme to renew their relationship with our Creator and all
creation through celebration, conversion, and commitment.
This particular year, the need for just and sustainable
systems has been revealed by the far-reaching effects of
the global COVID-19 pandemic. We yearn for the moral
imagination that accompanies the Jubilee.
As followers of Christ from around the globe, we share a
common role as caretakers of God’s creation. We rejoice in
this opportunity to care for our common home and the
sisters and brothers who share it.

https://seasonofcreation.org/

IN OUR LITURGICAL CALENDAR THIS WEEK
SEPTEMBER 8
FEAST OF THE NATIVITY OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY
The Church has celebrated Mary’s birth since
at least the sixth century. A September birth
was chosen because the Eastern Church
begins its Church year with September. The
September 8 date helped determine the date
for the feast of the Immaculate Conception on
December 8.

Image of the Madonna
painted by St. Alphonsus Liguori
FOR YOUR REFLECTION:
•

We celebrate birthdays all the time. On
somebody’s birthday, we celebrate their
presence in our lives, and tell them how
grateful we are for them.
• Why are you grateful to God for the gift of
the Blessed Virgin Mary?
• The story has been told that, at her birth,
Mary was brought to the Temple and the
priests blessed her, saying: 'O God of our
fathers, bless this child, and give her an
everlasting name to be named in all
generations' . . . And he brought her to
the chief priests, and they blessed her,
saying: 'O God most high, look upon this
child, and bless her with the utmost
blessing, which shall be for ever.'”
• How are children a blessing in our
families and in our world?

Scripture does not give an account of Mary’s
birth. However, the apocryphal
Protoevangelium of James fills in the gap. This
work has no historical value, but it does reflect
the development of Christian piety. According
to this account, Anna and Joachim are infertile
but pray for a child. They receive the promise
of a child who will advance God’s plan of
salvation for the world. Such a story, like many
biblical counterparts, stresses the special
presence of God in Mary’s life from the
beginning. (from www.franciscanmedia.org)

