
May 24, 2020 
Seventh Sunday of Easter 

10:00 am 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

PRELUDE 

WELCOME 

GATHERING POEM – Erin Siebert 

Whistling Swans 
by Mary Oliver 

Do you bow your head when you pray or do you look 
up into that blue space? 

Take your choice, prayers fly from all directions. 
And don’t worry about what language you use, 
God no doubt understands them all. 
Even when the swans are flying north and making 
such a ruckus of noise, God is surely listening 

and understanding. 
Rumi said, There is no proof of the soul. 
But isn’t the return of spring and how it 
springs up in our hearts a pretty good hint? 
Yes, I know, God’s silence never breaks, but is  

that really a problem? 
There are thousands of voices, after all. 
And furthermore, don’t you imagine (I just suggest it) 
that the swans know about as much as we do about  

the whole business? 
So listen to them and watch them, singing as they fly. 
Take from it what you can. 

  



GATHERING SONG: Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise (ELW 834) 

 
GREETING/PRAYER OF THE DAY – Carla Davidson 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

Let us pray. 
Faithful God, you care for us day by day, and with you as our companion 
we are never alone. Grant to each one of your children fulfillment in life, 
confidence in your steadfast love. and support in the community of your 
people, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 



CANTICLE OF PRAISE: Crown Him with Many Crowns (ELW 855) 1,2,3 

 
  



WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 
THE WORD: 1 Corinthians 15:1-26, 51-57 – Gordy Phelps 
Now I would remind you, brothers and sisters, of the good news that I 
proclaimed to you, which you in turn received, in which also you stand, 
through which also you are being saved, if you hold firmly to the message 
that I proclaimed to you — unless you have come to believe in vain. 
For I handed on to you as of first importance what I in turn had received: 
that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the scriptures, and that 
he was buried, and that he was raised on the third day in accordance 
with the scriptures, and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. 
Then he appeared to more than five hundred brothers and sisters at one 
time, most of whom are still alive, though some have died. Then he 
appeared to James, then to all the apostles. Last of all, as to one 
untimely born, he appeared also to me. For I am the least of the 
apostles, unfit to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church 
of God. But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace toward me 
has not been in vain. On the contrary, I worked harder than any of them 
— though it was not I, but the grace of God that is with me. Whether then 
it was I or they, so we proclaim and so you have come to believe. 
Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead, how can some of you 
say there is no resurrection of the dead? If there is no resurrection of the 
dead, then Christ has not been raised; and if Christ has not been raised, 
then our proclamation has been in vain and your faith has been in vain. 
We are even found to be misrepresenting God, because we testified of 
God that he raised Christ — whom he did not raise if it is true that the 
dead are not raised. For if the dead are not raised, then Christ has not 
been raised. If Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and you are 
still in your sins. Then those also who have died in Christ have perished. If 
for this life only we have hoped in Christ, we are of all people most to be 
pitied. 
But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those 
who have died. For since death came through a human being, the 
resurrection of the dead has also come through a human being; for as all 
die in Adam, so all will be made alive in Christ. But each in his own order: 
Christ the first fruits, then at his coming those who belong to Christ. Then 
comes the end, when he hands over the kingdom to God the Father, after 
he has destroyed every ruler and every authority and power. For he must 



reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet. The last enemy to be 
destroyed is death. Listen, I will tell you a mystery! We will not all die, 
but we will all be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at 
the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised 
imperishable, and we will be changed. For this perishable body must put 
on imperishability, and this mortal body must put on immortality. When 
this perishable body puts on imperishability, and this mortal body puts on 
immortality, then the saying that is written will be fulfilled:  
 "Death has been swallowed up in victory." 
 "Where, O death, is your victory? 
 Where, O death, is your sting?" 
The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. But thanks be to 
God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Word of God,  
word of life. 

RESPONSE TO THE WORD: “I Choose Love” (Mark Miller)  
Richard Edmonds, soloist 

CHILDREN'S SERMON: Roger Steinke  

SERMON 



HYMN OF THE DAY: Christ Is Alive! Let Christians Sing (ELW 389) 1,3,4 

 

AN AFFIRMATION OF FAITH – Paul Flatness 

We are not alone, we live in God's world.  
We believe in God:  

who has created and is creating,  
who has come in Jesus, the Word made flesh,  

to reconcile and make new,  
who works in us and others by the Spirit. 

We trust in God.  



We are called to be the Church:  
to celebrate God's presence,  
to live with respect in Creation,  
to love and serve others,  
to seek justice and resist evil,  
to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen, our judge and our hope.  

In life, in death, in life beyond death, God is with us.  
We are not alone. Thanks be to God. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION – Richard and Judy Edmonds 
Uplifted by the promised hope of healing and resurrection, we join the 
people of God in all times and places in praying for the church, the 
world, and all who are in need. 

O God, call your people to be one, as you are one. Unite your church in 
the truth of your gospel, the love of our neighbor, and the call to 
proclaim your reign to all people. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

Breathe life into your creation. Guide your people as we explore the 
mysteries of the universe. We pray for the work of scientists and 
mathematicians whose skill enriches our understanding, especially in this 
time of pandemic. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

Make your justice known among the nations of the earth. Protect the 
vulnerable in our country. Redirect those who choose to ignore facts and 
who only think about themselves. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

Come to the aid of your children. We pray for those engulfed in grief, 
those without supportive families, and for all who are isolated, 
powerless, or afraid, that all may rest their anxieties in your care. Lord, 
in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

Give courage to all who embark on new ventures. We especially 
remember this day those who risked their lives to serve in our armed 
forces. Grant safety to those serving at home or abroad, and assure them 
of your never-failing strength. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 



Raise all your saints to eternal life. Until that day, we give you thanks for 
the faithful examples of those who have listened to your voice and now 
rest in you. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

With bold confidence in your love, almighty God, we place all for whom 
we pray into your eternal care; through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

OFFERING/ANNOUNCEMENTS 

OFFERING ANTHEM: “Of the Father’s Love Begotten”  
Beorn Skjonsby & Karishma Skjonsby, violins 

OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
Merciful God, our ordinary gifts seem small for such a celebration, but 
you make of them an abundance, just as you do with our lives. Feed us at 
our tables for service in your name, in the strength of the risen Christ. 
Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER – Lloyd Condra 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

BLESSING 
May the One who brought forth Jesus from the dead raise you to new life, 
fill you with hope, and turn your mourning into dancing. Almighty God, 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen. 



 
SENDING SONG: My Life Flows On in Endless Song (ELW 763) 

 
DISMISSAL 
Christ is risen, just as he said. 
Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 



POSTLUDE 
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