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In Christ Jesus feloved Christisn Priends, mourning the death of
the {irst of ocwr men killed in sotiend

- thoughts go Leek thls afternoon %o the firet day of this
yenr of 1948, 4 large musiter of our boye in aedvice had been Lowe
on furloughs; smong them was Huberi, though kis stsy was shorter
than most of the others. AdlL these men wers Buppy snd heallhly,
looking better than ever belore in physiesl stabure und strengthe.

On New Your's Lay they were gone sgalin. Thelr parents and
gther relatives ocmme Lo church that dey with heavy hearts. All of |
us reslized the Ailfficultiss and dangers thess men would fsce in
bebtle overseas. Our Uld Testament text for New Yesr's day was
Panlm 181« Alter explaining aod ag;&y&ag tude precious paalm, we
seld at Lbe slose ol our soermont For many of you there wili ve
severe trials (Ll yesr. OSome of you may have serious losses in
your property, your LRFn oF your creps or your home may be burned
o the grounds For you who farm there may bLe & total erop fallure.
¥or others there may be & lingering lllness of wesks amd months
darstion. %o others there may be the terriile skook of & loved
one suddealy desd {rom dlsease or killed in actlieons %o others
there way Us the tricky tempiations of the devid successlul in lead-
ing you into territle sin, For all these emergencies remember TLhess
words with which you begen the yeart "I will 110% up mine eyes fnto
the hills from whonce comesh my help. My belp cometh Irom the
Lords the :1niaﬁxy Creator, ths wabtehiul Keeper and the sternal
Prosorvers

Wot four months of 1940 have pessed aad slready sany of ithose
Srials and nmor?.ngtia have come, oven in ways we hadn'i thought
of them. Oom of them is vividly belore us this afferncon a8 we
meet for shis memorisl service. How then Lz the Sime Lo 1LL% up
sur eyes Lo the hills Irow whence someldh our help. We de thal
by icoking in God's word, and speeificelly in that Word of dGod
walch Pastor lernthal gsve lulert ss his parsonsi text on the day
of confiruations

oo PRAGH-ME-EEY WA O TORD; T OWILL WALE IH THY THUTN, UMITE MY
HEART T0 VEAR THY NaME :

i

This word 1s, firet of all, & prayer: *Teach me Thx.ang o
Lord.” Ood has » definitely plauned way for esch of Fis children
through tnls world. ie dld for Fuvert also. Jbhat way Lsgan al-
ready beek iln eternity, before ever the heavens were formed or
the earth was xade., W4 then already foresew the Lirsh of our
departed brother and lald out the conpieste plen of kis life then
slrasdy even Lefore thls world or time hed wen Urought into
exietance, '



And slnce Ged kncu that Bubert would be vorn & sinner and
et O e ad-would need s Savior, He sent Hls own
“Bon into the batﬁlefﬁ%ﬁ of this world to prepare the way into hesven.
That war waged for thirty-three years between God's Son and the
devil., <Zhe last three years were one continuous bitter battle
and then on Good Friday on Golgatha,; & little hill oubtside of
Jerusalem, the devil taek his final stand. And God's Son was
killed. 'Thus God hus the right to put a gold star in the window
of heaven, just as you perents will in the window of your homs
and a8 we have done on our service flag. iut the death of Godl's
Son was also Hls triumphant victory. Through desth He destroyed
Him who had the power of death, namely, the devil. HNHow Lecause
God hes & golc star in His window, because Jeéesus, God's Son, has
given mie life on the babttlefield of Golgatha, and because LY
His glorious resurrectlon on Haster merning, Jesus has sbolished
depth snd brought 1life and ilmmordality o light, the way for every
ehild of Cod is clesr. Jesus Himself 1ls the Way. He leads through
trdie world, taroupgh death itself, inte the happy life of neaven
that lastas forever. Such is the way as God plasnned 1t for this
valiant seldler from all sternlity.

Such is the way upon which God plsced him in this world,
He ordained that Hubsrt sbould ve born of Christian parents who
shortly after his bLirth brought him on God's way tarough Holy
Paptism,. Thers Hubert becsme the child of God the Father who was
$o guard snd keep him, the brethar of Jesus who gave His life for
him, and the temple of the Holy Spirlt who Uy bapbdlsm worked and
preserved saving faith in bls haart.

From his parents this baptized child of Yod learned more and
more sbout the wonderiul way of God through this 1life to the home
of CGod above. They sent him to our Christian school where ithis
way of Uod was made stlll clearer and more impressive. He learned
better and bebter what 1t meant to pray: ""Teach ms Thy way, 0O
Lord,® Yhen ceme confirmetion instruction and filnally the day when
on his knees he pledged undying loyalty to his Lords It was ab
that lmpressive moment when ths words of cur text were given him
as a aompanianytezt through 1ife and impressed themselves upon
his memorys “leach me Thy way, Q ITovrd. I will waelk in Thy truth,
Untte my heart to fear thy name." Through it Hulert asked his
Loving Father in heavent %0 Lord, show me Thy way through the
world that lies abead. 1 know there will be problems snd trials
and dangers on the way but unite my heart. to faar Thy name.

Unify ell the smbltions and desires of my heari and direct them
81l to Thee. Let me walk in Thy way and Thine alone. "Thy way,
not mine, O Lord, However dark it bve. lead me by Thine cwn hand;
Choose out the path for me. 1 dare not choose my lot; I would not
if I might. Choose Thou for me, my CGod; So shall I walk aright.”

For a number of years after cvonfirmetion this way of Cod was
guipe smooth for Hubert. He could live in a fine Christian home
and community. He worked hard on his father's farm. He found
Christian compsnionship in his church and in the Walther League,
and 1t wesn't hard to see God's way and to walk in His $ruth.



But then ceme war. Our country nesded men to fight for 1%,
strong, clean, ocouragecus, young men like Hubert. What should
he do? He walted to let the Lord show him His way. First, it
seemad that the Lord wanbed to use him on the farm. The govern-
ment needed farmers to raise the food and because our departed
brother was very Lusy dolng that, he wes deferred. Thet was Godlas
way then. but the war went on and more and more men were needed.
Hubert, too, was drafted, together with mseny oiher beloved sons
of this congregation, We shall never forget the time they left,
We prayed snd sang that God might be with them $111 we would meet
sagaline

God's way would be rougher and harder now. It would take
more fslth to pray: "Teach me Thy way, O Lord, and to promise, "I
will walk in Thy truth." Already in his first letier to me from
Camp Hood he wrote that some buddies had asked him to gamble and
Tor three Sunduys he had not been able to sbiend s Luthsran
gservice, in snothar letter he mentioned, that some men in his
barrachs went to ted with & curse word on their lips at night
and got up in the ssme way in the morning. IDub in svery letier
one could read his firm faith in His Savicr. He continued stead-
fastly te walk in His truth.

Then came his very short furlough. ¥The path of God was
getiing still rougher he knew. He was on hls way to the battle-
fronts At the Leginning of February he had already seen sction.
The way of Uod wss leading through the valley of the shadow of
death. Uut Hubert feared no svil. He knew the Lord wss walking
with him on the way. Hlis beart was united to fear God's name,
Then came & time of jJoy. Uold provided a chaplain of his felth,
one he knew and respected hignly, Chaplain Grapatin. From him he
received Holy Communion. Thus strengthened in his faith, he wss
ready to walk coursgeocusly forward with God, What had he to fear?
He was walking with Jesus, the Way, the Truth and the Life, and
he could face anytbing, even death with Paulls $riumphent words:
*0 death, where is thy sting? © grave, where is thy victory?
ihe sting of death is sinj end the strength of sin is the law, bub
thanks to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus
Christ.” And on Mareh 15 desth came, Just how it struck him we
haven't learned as vet.

Eut we know there was no slip-up in the plans of God. Thab
was the end of His way with Hubert here in this world tut the
happy begloning of His way with him in gleory. Now the way has no
more problems, no more trisls, no more dangers or diaagpeintmants,
It's all joy and glory now. The prayer of our texi: "Tesach me
Thy way, O Lord, unlte my heart to fear Thy neme™ is answered for-
ever for Bubert, He needs to pray 1t no more.

But we, who remein behind, need it sll the more, IFirst of
all, you, the father and mother and brothers and sisters need to
pray: "Teach us Thy way, 0 Lord, unite our hearts to fesr Ty
name." Thers are many questions you would like to ssk which no
one but Uod could answer. Let them rest., Pe content with this.



Tnis was God's way and shank God, that Hubert was on this way of
God, for with ine cholr we can say bto yout "Heloved, "1t is well."
Uodt's ways are always rightg and perfact‘lava ta oler them sll
“hwough far avove our slght.,” "Beloved, 1t ia well.¥ %The path
that Jesus trod, though rough and strelt-and dark it be, Leads
nome Lo hesaven and Uod," Have no worry or concern about your be-
loved son snd Lrother, He is home forever with Jesus. Don't fesl
that you have lost hime ZHven though he 1s the first in your family
to reach that home, all the rest of you shsll follow, a3 you cone-
tinue to walk 1in Jesus' way, Christlan famllies are not broken by
deathe. 4 little girl in England was once ssked, "How many are
there in your family?' "Five," was her prompt reply. "Mother and
I live here, ore brother 1s in lLondon and the ather bLrothey and
daddy sre in heaven.” "Then there ars really only three of you
now," said the friend. %O no, there ars still five,® answered

the girl, &0 there are stlll twelve In your family. You llve in
Christ here while Hubsrt lives with Christ there. "0 but we neesded
him se bedly to carry on os the farm after the war.™ We know
that, friends, and God knew that,; too. lut He has planned liis way
for you differently. Cod knows now it hurts you %o glve up your
sons He went through it Himsell when He gave up NHis son in dpaith
for all of us, As Christisns, I know , you willi submit %o His
will and humbly say, "Teach us Thy way alsoe for the future, ©
Lord, and whatever our course may te, do this one thing lor usg,
unite our hearts to leer Thy nsme.”

That counts, secondly, for the reat of you fathers asnd mothers
and brothers and sisters and wives of ocur other men in service.
We sernestly pray that this may be the only memorial service we
will have to condupt, but we know that rests completely in the
hands of Gode L7 1% should sirlks in your home, then may you re-
member, as this berssved family dld, "We are Ood(s cnildren. Ve
are walking in Eis Truth and in His Way, therefore, aiso this
shock and sorrow is for our good.”

But if there Le any present this alternoon, who are not on
Upd's way, who ere not lis children and cannot or will not pray,
"Pesch me Thy way, O Lord, I will walk in Thy truth, unite my
heart to fesr Thy name.”  Whose heart is divided between world
gnd Uod or uniied in service only ¥o selfl, %o such may Huberi's
demth be an earnest cell %o repentance. You may not e ia batitle
but your hour is set on ihe clogk of God, Jssus has also prepared
& way for you te heaven. JNe died for all. DPut this way will do
you no good 1f you spmran or neglect or aveld it. Your way will
end in hell snd that 1z worse than sny war, come then while the
way to hesaven is s8btill open. Eresk down the pride of your hesrd,
admit your sin and sccept your Savior. Then even though you will
not see Hulert's hody now, you'll ses 1t in perfect glory. Those
tright clesar open eyes wlll be even brighitsy there, theat happy
Christisn amile will Le even more rsdient, [He lived and dled as
& real soldler for Christ and hls country here, He lives ag & resl
here through Chrlat forever there. Amsni



