Facts on the 1980 Little Express Truck

Recently there has been a lot of discussion about the “Supposed”
1980 Dodge Little Express Truck.

What are the facts? Were they really produced? What colors
were they painted? How many were made? How can you tell by
the VIN?

| have done extensive research on the 1980 Dodge Little Express
Truck and | think | can explain what has happened.

Dodge had to have pictures of the truck for the media, magazines,
TV adds, Showroom literature, etc., 5 to 6 months in advance of
the 1980 production truck. Since they were not producing any
1980 models that early, they just used a production 1979 Li’l Red
Express and painted Nightwatch Blue, with beige interior,
changed the door decal, tailgate decal, painted the grille center
black and “presto”, they had a 1980 Little Express Truck.

It was easy to do, because the only difference between the 1979
and 1980, was the center section of the grille was painted black
for '80. Dodge even had the door and tailgate decals printed up
in advance, for distribution to the factory and the dealer parts
departments, Door - part # 4211552, Tailgate - #4211553. (Some
still exist today!)

However, the powers to be determined that it was not profitable
for the truck to be produced and the program was cancelled.

| have the VIN for the Blue,1980 Little Express Truck, and it was a
late production truck, built on May 14, 1979, way before the 1980
trucks went into production. The way to tell is, the 1979 Li’'l Red
VIN will read: D13JS9Sxxxxxx. The 1980 VIN would have read:
D13JSASxxxxxx. 1980 was the first year that U.S. Automakers
were required to start using letters for the year designation,
instead of numbers and the 6th digit for 1980 was “A”.

| am not sure how many 1980 “prototype” Little Express Trucks
were made, but | have seen color pics of the “Nightwatch Blue”
one, paint code “PY8804”, with beige interior. Since most of the



pics for magazines were in black and white, it is almost
impossible to tell the actual color.

So, there were never any actual “production” 1980 Little Express
Trucks ever produced. They were 1979 Li’'l Reds, made up to
represent a 1980 Little Express Truck.

Hopefully, this will clear some of the mystery about the 1980 Little
Express Truck and stop all the stories about somebody having a
production, 1980 Little Express Truck.

John C. Roberts (Lil Red Dad)
Co- founder, President & Senior Judge NALRETO
(National Association of Li’l Red Express Truck Owners)

Factory photo of the Blue 1980 Little Express Truck
(If you look closely, you can see the beige interior)
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Factorv photo of the Blue 1980 Little Express Truck
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Certification decal from the Nightwatch Blue Truck
(Built May 14, 1979)
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Radiator Support Tag from Nightwatch Blue Truck
(color code PY8804)
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Article written by POPULAR OFF-ROADING, November 1979

PREVIEW:

'80 CHRYSLER TRUCKS

PICKUP TRUCKS EXPAND
OPTIONS; OFFER NEW
FOUR-WHEEL DRIVE
SYSTEM FOR 1950

A new part-time, fourwheel drive
atem thad provides greafer fivl eco
momy =il & greuter selection of eptiom
ned  ovterior/Intetsor  tniem highlight

l')‘:ulgrfm)m'vulh peckup  trucks for
980N

Pickup trucks are available in 2 va.
riety of roodels (grom vehicle weight
runged) with (hree diferest calm, {wo
types of pickup boxes and two  end
foutwheel  drive  comigusatione. Caly
nypes include the theecan Cab, the
Clob Caly with an sdditions) 34 cubie
feet In' invide room and (wo vptiens)

rear junsp seate, and the Crow Cab v
wating for alx adults

The “Sweptfine. pichup | box b #
double-wall comtruction with usteods
shde Hines, while the Uthline pichip bt
smooth interior sidewalls, extetiur Toe
ders, snd Bandy exterior dde steps
bax siyley are avai in 6
foot fengihy chaa“ BN
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