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A Landmark Year, and New Officers
The results are in, and ERAHC’s officers for 2012—our 20th
Anniversary year—will be Linda Denniston (President), Janet Tenney (Vice President), Cynthia Roberts (Secretary), and
Jeanne Bond (Treasurer). In addition, we have two new Board
of Directors members to fill vacated seats: Mindy Finelli, who
will also lead the Education/Promotion Committee, and Brenda Hammar, who will be our member-at-large (and still Membership Committee chair).
With leadership like this, how can our 20th year be anything but great? I remember our 10th Anniversary—I have the
t-shirt to prove it—and it seems as though ten years could have
hardly passed! Brenda Hammer is head of a special anniversary committee, and we are looking forward to what she and
her cohorts manage to cook up for the occasion.
We do want to encourage all of our “old timers” to join us
for the 2012 shows, even if you haven’t been to a show in
years, as well as all you newer members of the ERAHC family.
We also ask that any of you who have photos from years past
send copies to us for use in a special newsletter being planned
to mark the event, as well as for use in displays. Be sure to tell
us the year and name of your horse(s), as well as owner/handler/rider, of course. If you don’t have digital copies, just send
prints and we will scan them and return your prints. The same
goes for old programs and newsletters – we will be building
the ERAHC archives as we collect materials for our anniversary.
There are lots of exciting plans in the works for 2012, and
we welcome your ideas and information. We are always looking for ways to put more value in your ERAHC membership.
One project about to get underway is the assembling of a
members-only digital library of all kinds of information related
to Andalusian and Lusitano horses. Ongoing is our involvement with the development of Working Equitation in the U.S.
(see the article later in this issue for more information). ERAHC
continues to be a leader in building the sport in this country,
giving our members an edge on competitions further west. We
also have a new website committee under the leadership of
Dr. Diane Kozwich working hard to improve our web presence, including links to our business members’ websites.
And speaking of members, it’s the time to renew your membership for 2012! Forms are included in this issue of Hoof
Prints, so do make good use of them. And make copies to
help convince your friends to join up (or download them from
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the ERAHC website). If you submit your application before
January 31st of 2012, dues will be the same as for 2011. After that, they go up $5. So get your application and check in
the mail soon—in this economy, $5 can be significant! What’s
more, 2012 really does promise to be a landmark year for
ERAHC. We will be the first organization in the U.S. dedicated
to the Andalusian and Lusitano breeds to turn 20! We hope
you will be part of the party!
Happy Holidays!
And here’s wishing you all a great New Year!
Carol Stockton
Editor, Hoof Prints

Happy Holidays!
Get the Gift that keeps on Giving—for Yourself or a Friend
ERAHC Membership for 2012
Our 20th Anniversary Year!
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Adjacent to the booth was a stall where owners showcased
their beautiful examples of our breeds, including many partAndalusian horses. The spectators enjoyed the chance to get
close to our horses and take advantage of many photo opportunities. The horses in the stall delighted the crowd as they
begged for more attention!

Equine Affaire 2011

By Brenda Hammar and Dr. Diane Kozwich
ERAHC was well represented at the 14th annual Equine Affaire
held in Springfield, Massachusetts, on November 11-14. For
those of you who have never attended an “Affaire”: It is one of
the largest equestrian gatherings and exhibitions in the United
States. For four days, it offers educational discussions, clinics,
demonstrations, and exhibitions of numerous breeds and recognized clinicians presented simultaneously in four different
buildings. In addition there are approximately 1500 vendors
with colorful booths displaying everything from hoof picks to
horse trailers.

The 2011 booth was quite dramatic, with a gallery theme.
Displayed on an 8’ high backdrop were beautifully illuminated photos of our horses, including photos from past ERAHC
Classic and Region 6 shows. Our 40” flat-screen TV played
DVDs of our beautiful horses and drew people into the booth.
Members of both ERAHC and IALHA staffed our booth, distributing literature and answering questions about the Club,
the Association, working equitation, and—most important—
about our fabulous horses.
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For the first time we had international representation at the
booth: Anne Guyere and her stallion traveled all the way from
Quebec, Canada, for the event! Purebred horses representing
the breed in the display stall included Anne Guyere’s perlino
Lusitano stallion; Electra, a PRE Andalusian mare owned by
Tom and Melanie Olajos from Connecticut; and W. F. Arabella, a two-year-old Andalusian filly owned by Lauri Burnley
from New York.
Representing the part-bred Andalusian horses were Spartacus (Sparky), an Azteca (Andalusian x Quarter horse) gelding
owned by Michele Freeman of Massachusetts, and Alegria de
Regaliz and Cosita De Regaliz, two Azteca yearlings owned
by Heather Driscoll from Connecticut. Angela Chabot from
Connecticut brought Saphira, a palomino Iberian Warmblood
(Lusitano x Belgian Warmblood).
Members and supporters of ERAHC and IALHA who were
available at the booth to answer questions during the four-day
event included Lauri Burnley, Angela Chabot, Heather
Driscoll, Heather Hayes, Michele Freeman, Joe Torres,
Brenda Hammar, Dr. Diane
Kozwich, and Tom and Melanie Olajos.
Visitors to the booth included ERAHC business member
Lisa Oberman of El Sueño
Espanol, well as well as Dan
Wright of Poulin Grain, a
long-time sponsor of the New
England Classic Open Dressage Show (formerly the Region 6 Open Dressage Show)
and the New England Classic
Andalusian/Lusitano
Show
(formerly the Region 6 Andalusian/Lusitano Breed Show).
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Center rode the black Lusitano stallion Zulu Interagro. The
black and white horses mirrored the maneuvers exquisitely.
The second phase was a “Western-style” reining demonstration by Heather Hayes, of Fentonbrook Farm, who rode her
Azteca mare Cinta de Seda and wowed the crowd with her
reining spins and maneuvers.

On Thursday, Lauri Burnley and her two-year-old filly
W.F.Arabella gave an educational presentation on the history
of the Andalusian horse to children in the Youth Pavillion. Lauri Burnley and Heather Driscoll, with their young Andalusian
and Azteca horses, also participated in a clinic on the art of
showing sport horses.
The final phase was a pas de deux performed by Jorge Gabriel and Maciel Raimundo to Spanish guitar music on the
fabulous Lusitano stallions Ultra de Castonheir and Quincas.
The crowd rose to their feet and clapped to the beat as the duo
exited the arena in synchronized passage!

One of the highlights of the “Affaire” is the Andalusian/Lusitano breed presentation, and ours was again top notch! This year,
Patricia Norcia of Idlenot Farm choreographed the three-part
demonstration that took place on Saturday afternoon. The presentation began with a black-and-white pas de deux. Francesca
Edwards of Idlenot Farm rode the “white” Lusitano horse Polo
H.I., and Athene Von Hirschberg of the Connecticut Equestrian

For the remainder of Saturday and all day Sunday, people
stopped by the booth and told us how much they had enjoyed
the presentation and how entertaining it was!
Thank you to all of our volunteers and performers, and we
hope to see you at the 2012 ERAHC booth!
Thanks to Noreen Duffy-Granberry,
Duffy Productions, LLC, for providing photos.
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New-and-Improved Working Equitation
Coming to an Arena Near You!
By Jeanne Bond

We had a good test of our WE rules this year at our New England and Virginia shows, and we learned a lot from the experience. Using a 360-degree review process, we gathered comments from judges, competitors, and show management, as
well as some outside consultants to revise the rules for this
coming year. Certainly our discussions with Joao Ralao Duarte, who served as our Portuguese judge at the Virginia Classic
this year, were very instructive. His position as past and current President of the World Association of Working Equitation
(WAWE) provides him with extensive knowledge and unique
insight into the sport, which he freely shared with us.

WAWE President Joao Ralao Duarte joined judge Judy Warner at
the 2011 ERAHC Classic’s Working Equitation competition as an
advisor and provided valuable input for our revised WE rules.

Our new rules (Revision 2) are now more in line with Portugal’s rules for WE as well as those of WAWE. Some of the major
changes include:
• All-new dressage tests have been designed to match
the obstacle requirements at each level, based on classical principles. We learned that the USEF/USDF tests were
not appropriate for WE. The new tests, designed specifically for us by J.P. Giacomini, provide a logical approach
for the development of the horse from Intro to Advanced,
with Horsemanship marks and coefficients that provide
added emphasis on critical elements such as responsiveness, relaxation, and compliance. All of the dressage tests
are to be ridden in a 20m x 40m arena.
• More extensive judging criteria have been added for
all phases.
• Tack and attire may be different for each of the phases;
e.g., dressage attire may be used for the Dressage phase
and native attire for Ease of Handling and Speed phases.
• Championship points are tallied using a different for-
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mula based on the number of horses in the competition.
• Less emphasis is placed on trot overall. While most
international WE competitions feature only walk and
canter, we understand that the trot is a training gait for
both horses and riders. Therefore, trot is still a part of the
program at the Intro and Novice levels.
We incorporated some other changes that keep the benefit
of the horse in mind. We are not yet at the level of WAWE
competitors; many of the horses being shown in the U.S. are
not ready to be ridden with one hand and don’t know how to
work solely from the rider’s seat. Therefore, in all levels except
Advanced, riders can employ moderate use of a whip or voice
to communicate with their horses. Also, except at Advanced
levels, riders can have someone read their dressage tests.
The new rules will be on the ERAHC website before the end
of the year, so keep an eye on www.erahc.org. Please check
them out and consider coming to play with us in 2012. Just
a reminder: Our WE classes are open to all breeds of horses,
so bring your extra horses—and bring some friends. All are
welcome.

ERAHC WE rules have always permitted a choice of matching
tack and attire, but these can now be different for the different
phases of competition.

Winter 2011—Page 7

Winter 2011—Page 8

Hoof Prints

La Garrocha – Lessons with the Master
by Carol Stockton

A special treat at last September’s Classic in Virginia was the
doma vaquera clinic with Jesus Morales. Sr. Morales is one of
the best—perhaps even THE best—garrochistas in the world.
One brave ERAHC member took advantage of the clinic to get
her first-ever lesson with the garrocha from this acknowledged
master of the art. This is a report of that experience, along with
some tips for those who are interested in pursuing this art.
Before going any further, though, I should make sure that
Hoof Prints readers know a bit about this little-known art.
Many of you are probably familiar with the garrocha, but others may not be. What’s more, there is very little written about
it, and some of what I’ve seen on the Internet isn’t strictly correct, so I’ll try to set the record straight.
“Garrocha” is Spanish for “lance” or “pole.” In fact, if you
search on the Internet for just “garrocha,” you may also get results about the track-and-field sport of pole vaulting. However,
the art of the garrocha has to do with the lance used by Spanish vaqueros to work cattle. The pole used for everyday work
is made of wood and is tipped on one end by a relatively blunt
metal point and on the other with a metal cap. It is usually 12
to 13 feet long (3.50 to 3.55 meters).
Unlike most of the cattle found in North America, the cattle of
Spain are fierce—their breed produces the brave fighting bulls.
Bulls and cows alike are as likely to charge a horse and rider as
run from them, so the garrocha first functions to keep cattle at
a safe distance. The pointed tip is designed to be sharp enough
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to stick in the hide of an animal
but not so sharp as to pierce
the skin. The lance is also used
to direct the movement of an
animal into a pen by prodding,
although the prodding also
serves to test the temperament
of a young bull for his suitability for fighting or the temperament of a cow for her suitability to breed fighting bulls. And
when an animal needs to be
captured for branding or medical treatment, the lance can
be used to trip him so that he
can be approached and temporarily disabled while down,
permitting close handling. The
lasso rope used by American cowboys to catch cattle cannot
prevent an animal from charging—unnecessary with American cattle, but absolutely essential with the Spanish breed.
As with the practical equine maneuvers that generated
doma vaquera, everyday ranch use of the garrocha gave birth
to an art form—actually an adjunct of doma vaquera, since the
basic equestrian skills are the same. As with doma vaquera,
some horses are more suitable than others, but all horses can
learn the basic moves. A horse that is close-coupled but still
supple will find it easier to perform the lateral moves, tight
circles, backing, and turns on the forehand, backhand, and
haunches than one that is longer in the back and with legs
set further out, just as for doma vaquera and Working Equitation. In Spain the favored breeds for doma vaquera and garrocha work are the Hispano-Árabe (PRE-Arab mix) or the Tres
Sangres (mix of PRE, Arab, and Thoroughbred – hence “three
blood”). Jesus Morales’s own horse Halcón and Karen Lewis’s
horse Cordobès that he rode at last September’s ERAHC Classic
are both Hispano-Árabes. (Karen actually purchased Cordobès
several years ago from Sr. Morales, who originally trained the
horse.) All such doma vaquera PRE crosses are commonly referred to as “jaca” (pronounced “ha´-ka”).
So, on to the clinic in which Suzanne Wilt and her Brazilian-
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bred Lusitano Urano first experienced the
garrocha: They were the third of six participants, and Sr. Morales seemed pleased
with Suzanne’s request to be introduced
to the garrocha. (That’s Joey Perez of Art
of Riding who stepped in at the last minute to translate during the clinic. A million
thanks, Joey!) Long-time ERAHC member
Janet Tenney had brought her garrocha
with her from Ohio for the express purpose of loaning it to Sr. Morales for his
garrocha exhibition at the show. It saved
him the task of checking in 12-foot-long
baggage on the plane flight from Spain!
The first step was just learning how to hold and carry the
garrocha – always on the right. He began with the shoulder
carry. A major problem, it seems, is that the pole can bounce
a lot when carried on the shoulder unless it is done correctly.
Because the pole is tapered, the balance point (where it should
rest on the shoulder) is approximately one-quarter of the length
from the base end of the garrocha. The shoulder carry has the
point of the garrocha pointing towards the rear, with the right
arm draped over the pole – NOT holding on with the hand.
This permits the garrocha to gently move with the natural motion of the arm while the rider’s body moves with the horse.
The photo of Suzanne and Urano at the canter illustrates that
she fairly easily managed this basic maneuver.

The underarm
carry is more difficult and more
risky. This risk is
that, if the point
of the garrocha
drops too low, it
can stick in the
ground and give
the rider a jolt
that could unseat
him/her or cause
injury to the arm,
shoulder, or torso.

Hoof Prints

The garrocha should be carried by tucking the pole under the
armpit about two-fifths from its base end, so that the added
weight helps keep the point off the ground, with the pole resting on the forearm. By not using the hand to grip the pole, it
can slide more easily should the tip of the garrocha unintentionally come in contact with the ground or some other resistant object. (Obviously, if you intend to use the tip to push an
animal, you will want to hang on firmly—but we are focusing
on the artistic use of the garrocha here, not its cattle-working
applications.)

For the “dance moves” in which one end of the
garrocha rests on the ground, it is usually the base
of the pole rather than the tip that is on the ground,
with the garrocha held near its tip is in the crux of
the hand between
the thumb and forefinger. Sr. Morales
mounted Suzanne’s
horse in order to
demonstrate
how
this allows the pole
to slide and pivot
freely, using only
the other fingers to
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change position as the garrocha passes over the rider’s head,
behind the back, etc. In the photos here, you should be able
to see how the garrocha is held in different positions as it is
dragged along the ground or as the horse pivots beneath it.

move with Urano: pivoting the
horse around the
garrocha
while
one end rests on
the ground and
the other rests
on the rider’s
shoulder. (Look,
Ma! No hands!)
Kudos to Urano,
who performed
this tight-circling
maneuver nicely,
as he did all the
other moves with
Sr. Morales—an
unfamiliar rider—
aboard.
Suzanne finished her ride
by trying a lateral drag with a
transfer from the off
side, behind her horse,
and over her head to
the near side, a maneuver that is done
with the tip of the garrocha on the ground
rather than the base.
Nicely done!

Another move involves holding the
garrocha behind the rider’s back, with
one end resting on the ground while
the horse pivots around it. Again, notice how the garrocha is “held” just
resting in the crux between the thumb
and forefinger, allowing it to pivot
and slide as the horse and rider move
around the pole, keeping the end on
the ground immobile.
Sr. Morales demonstrated one last
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ERAHC Membership Application
2012 New Member

2012 Membership Renewal

	
  

Name of Applicant (please print)
Additional family members
(Family memberships only)
Farm Name
Address:
Street

Website

City

State

Phone

Cell

Zip

Email

**Please circle any information you do NOT want us to print or list on the ERAHC website**

Signature
Your membership includes:

Please tell us about yourself:
Number of Andalusian horses owned:
• Pure Spanish
• Pure Portuguese
• Spanish/Portuguese
• Half-Andalusian
Your involvement with horses:
Pleasure Owner
Breeder
Trainer
Stallion Service
Sales
Importer
Offspring for Sale
Agent
Boarding

v Discounts for clinics & seminars
v Free classified ads in the newsletter
v Free classified ads on the ERAHC website
v Electronic news briefs
v Membership directory

Are you interested in attending an ERAHC show in…

v Subscription to Hoof Prints (newsletter)



 Family Membership
$55*
 Individual Membership
$45*
 Juniors (18 and under)
$20*
* $5 discount if paid before January 21, 2012







MA?
Yes
No
VA?
Yes
No
If so, what types of classes do you enter?
In Hand
Dressage
Hunter
Western
English Pleasure
Working Equitation
Other

Please make checks payable to ERAHC and send this form with payment to:
Brenda Hammar, ERAHC Membership
53 Jeremy Hill Road, Pelham, NH 03076

Phone: 603-635-3868
E-mail: erahc.membership@hotmail.com

WE NEED YOUR HELP! Please check any areas in which you might be willing to assist us:
 Newsletter
 Calendar of events
 Education projects
 Vendors
 Show scorer

 Website
 Booth/shows
 Fund raising
 Silent auction
 Show scribe

 Classified ads
 Computer skills
 Awards
 Membership
 Show runner

 Show results
 Advertising/marketing
 Volunteer coordinator
 Show ring/gate steward
 Show setup/breakdown

Office Use Only:

Date rec:

Paid:

Data input:

Member #:

Card sent:
Rev: 12-10-11
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At the end, Sr. Morales demonstrated aboard Cordobes so
that participants and auditors could see how these and other
moves look with a more experienced horse—not to say a more
experienced rider!

After this, we
were all surprised
when one interested
auditor stepped up
to ask more detailed
questions and to
have an enthusiastic
discussion of Spanish
horsemanship
with Sr. Morales.
Who would have
ever expected Robert
Duvall to show up at
the ERAHC Classic?
So, is Suzanne
keeping up with garrocha work after her
introduction? I called
to ask her this question and to ask about
how her experience
with Sr. Morales has
affected her riding in general. Her very first comment was that
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she had so much fun. She found Sr. Morales extremely patient
and easy to work with—and with a great sense of humor. Just
watching him helped her learn a lot, especially the importance
of posture. Using one’s weight aids in the saddle is essential to
help your horse bend and understand what you want, because
you have the reins in one hand and the garrocha in the other.
You need a proper seat and posture in order to be very clear
what you are asking of your horse, so that you don’t end up
pulling him all over the place with the reins in your left hand.
And of course you need the posture to achieve the proud look
so important in doma vaquera in general.
Suzanne said that she wants to do more garrocha work in the
future, and she even has a homemade version that she does
mostly walk work with. However, her experience made her realize that she needed to take a couple steps backward to make
sure that her horse developed the self-carriage and relaxation
necessary to do more advanced garrocha work at the canter.
(The trot is never used—the garrocha is bouncy enough even
at the walk!) And it’s important to start small. Some horses are
more easily frightened than hers and need to be introduced to
the garrocha slowly. For her horse and herself, she has found
that just walking in a circle with the end of the garrocha on the
ground is a good place to start.
Information about the art of the garrocha is about almost
as rare as hens’ teeth, but if you would like more information
to get started, there is (finally!) a dvd available for beginners:
http://www.domavaquerainstruction.com/garrocha.htm. In my
opinion, it is well worth $40, and you can get it on Amazon,
too. And you don’t need an expensive garrocha to get started.
Some people have used bamboo poles, although they tend to
be too light, so they bounce and it’s hard to keep one end on
the ground. I just purchased a 1¼ inch round dowel from a
home improvement store. Be sure to sand and varnish it so you
don’t get splinters!
Classified Ads
For Sale. Andalusian
Stallion. Coming
3y/o, grey, Spanish
studbook eligible,
now 16h, will mature
17h, great bone,
huge gaits, grandson of Favorito de la
Parra, multi-champ
dressage stallion.
Sent to Avalon Farms on consignment after he started jumping paddock to paddock at 2 yrs. Sweet temperament!!!
Gentleman! Currently in-hand sport-horse training. Potential moneymaker as a future PRE Andalusian with much
sought-after height and rare jumping ability OR as a great
jumper with that incredible Andalusian ride and temperament. $12,000.
Clinic. Jesus Morales will be returning to offer a clinic at
S&S Stables in Afton, VA, March 14 to 18, 2012. Call Karen
Lewis at 540-456-8520 for more information.
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Congratulations to our Year-End Award Winners!

ERAHC

c/o C.M. Stockton
Jorjisstar Farm
278 Eagle View Lane
Bumpass, VA 23024
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