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The New Jersey Triumph Association is a local
chapter of the Vintage Triumph Register, the Triumph Sports Owners Association and the Triumph
Register of America.
Membership dues are $25 for the first year’s registration – which includes the official NJTA Club Pin –
and then $20 annually thereafter. Dues are to be
submitted by April of each year. This entitles you to
participate in all club activities, meetings and elections. You also will receive the Club newsletter, The
Coventry Chronicle, in which you are able to post
free classified ads for a run of three months - which
can be renewed.
The Coventry Chronicle is the official publication of
the New Jersey Triumph Association and is published monthly, except for December.
NJTA has been established for the enjoyment and
preservation of the Triumph automobile. NJTA is
open to all owners of Triumph autos and to those
interested in Triumph autos.
Technical material is provided for
reference and should be utilized
advisedly.
Opinions expressed are those of the
contributors or correspondents and
are not those of the New Jersey
Triumph Association, its members or
its officers or advisors.
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WE NEED VOLUNTEERS!!!

From the Editor

Happy 2008!!!
I am writing this on one of those REALLY cold
January days, thinking of a new year before me. For me
the Winter is more of a time to just relax as far as my
Triumphs go.
I could start my Triumph repair wish list but that
is more of a February thing, so I guess that now I can
dream of more convertible friendly weather.
We also have our new officers this year and we
will hopefully have a whole new roster of events to look
forward to. If you are aware of any events coming up or
want to help with one I suggest you contact our Event
Coordinator John Bullock. These events are a lot of
work, but they are very satisfying
I am glad to be able to include an article this
month about a solution something that has caused many,
many Triumphs to be sent to the junkyard over the years.

Rusty frames have always been an issue with our
cars and there is an outfit in Long Island that is recreating the frames. I have not been to the shop or
seen the finished product, so I cannot do a Product
review. I have included an article in this issue for
anyone that is interested. Hopefully a few Triumphs
can be saved from the crusher with at least the option of a frame replacement.
Now we have come to my usual begging
portion of the editorial, it’s your club!! You can
easily participate, attend the meeting, write me an
article (use email for this purpose), make some suggestions for tech sessions. I still love my Triumph
and am glad to contribute something to the marquee
and to the Club

Triumphantly yours,
Joe Ientile
njtriumphassociation@yahoo.com

Links
This is a new section and a very quick list, please send me your suggestions and I am sure the list will
grow. Also I will start to categorize them as the list grows Please send me your suggestions at
njtriumphassociation@yahoo.com
Please Note: These links are provided for reference only
www.njtriumphs.org
www.vtr.org
www.triumphregister.com
www.britishmotorheritage.com
www.ebay.com
www.triumphreport.com
www.aaa.com
www.canleyclassics.com
www.mossmotors.com
www.the-roadster-factory.com
www.victoriabritish.com
www.hemmings.com
www.triumphreport.com
www.6-pack.org
www.triumphrescue.com
www.stevesautoservice.com

www.wtroadsters.com
www.rat-co.com
Auto Screen Savers
http://www.fegovi.com/cars
Online Auto Chat
http://groups.msn.com/autorepaironline
www.britishcarforum.com
www.ClassicCarBase.com
www.delvaltrs.org
Misc
http://www.cars.miautoparte.com
http://home.att.net/~chevy57/carshow.html

Club News
Reminder: We meet the fourth TUESDAY of each month (Except December) at 7:30 at
The Chimney Rock Inn 342 Valley Road, Gillette NJ 908 580 1100
Topics discussed at the January 22 2008 Meeting
Meeting opened with introductions, 14 in attendance.
Anniversary Party- Saturday March 8th at Willies Tavern in Bedinister NJ.
minimum 0f 30 required, Music? Door Prizes ? DJ?
Programs- Monthly with program. Programs must be relative to needs of membership
eg. Car insurance, Oils/Lubricants, body repair and preservation.
electronics, fuels and carburation, electrical (switches/lights),
upholstery (replacement/repair/care). etc.
Touch of England- Scheduled for June 14th
Website

Rob Nesius made presentation re: site and how we can get it up to date.
Joe Ientile designated contact person.

NJTA Patches- Will be available for annual membership dues and will be sent to all
renewing member.
Name Tags-

Regalia will be looking into name tags one free for each member.

Flea Market - April meeting ok'd with Inn.

Welcome New Members Paul & Linda Kiss and Bill Thomas
WE ARE LOOKING TO HAVE INTERESTING PROGRAMS, ANY SUGGESTIONS?
DO YOU KNOW ANYONE THAT THE OTHER MEMBERS WOULD LIKE TO HEAR?
IT COULD BE A MEMBER OR A NON-MEMBER

President’s Corner
It is January 2008 and it's very cold outside. The nice weather will be upon us before you know it. It is
not to early to start thinking about getting your Triumph ready for the road.
Your Executive Committee has hit the road running, planning many activities that will be of
interest to each and every member. We expect to have a very interesting program for each monthly
meeting. You will be informed of the program topic well in advance of each meeting, so you can make
plans to attend. The Web site will upgraded over the next few months, I know you will be impressed. We
also have a number of activities already in the final planning stage and again you will be informed when
all details are finalized.
Our mission for this year is to provide events, programs and activities that will heighten the interest of the membership and in turn lead to greater membership participation.
REMEMBER THIS IS YOU CLUB. IT EXISTS FOR YOUR PLEASURE AND ENJOYMENT.
I am looking forward to meeting each and everyone of you at least once this year.
Your President,
Vince Maggio

Directions to the Chimney Rock Inn in Gillette
Reminder: We meet the fourth TUESDAY of each month (Except December) at 7:30 at
The Chimney Rock Inn 342 Valley Road, Gillette NJ 908 580 1100
Directions Coming From NJ Turnpike, Route 1 & 9, Newark Airport Area:
Take Route 78 (West) to exit 40. At stop sign make a right. Proceed to a 4-way stop sign and follow sign for Gillette.
Continue about a half a mile to a traffic light. At light make a right onto Valley Road. Continue 1 mile and CRI is on your
left hand side.
Directions Traveling West on Route 22: Pass the McDonalds on the right. Take Route 78/Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Berkeley Heights, New Providence exit. At the first traffic light after the exit, make a right onto Diamond Hill Road.
Continue through three traffic lights. Diamond Hill Road turns into Union Avenue, continue to stop sign and make a left
onto Springfield Avenue. Go through two traffic lights, CRI is a ½ mile on the right.
Directions Traveling East on Route 22: Pass Sears/Terril Road on the right. Take exit for Route 78/Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Berkeley Heights, New Providence exit. Then take immediate right for Route 78/Berkeley Heights, New
Providence. Go over overpass and continue straight through the traffic light onto Diamond Hill Road. Continue through
three traffic lights. Diamond Hill road turns into Union Avenue, continue to stop sign and make a left onto Springfield
Avenue. Go through two traffic lights, CRI is a ½ mile on the right.
Directions from Morristown, Basking Ridge & Bernardsville Area: Route 287 South to Exit 30A (North Maple Ave).
Continue 2 miles on North Maple Ave. Bear left onto South Maple Ave. Continue 2 miles to yellow blinking light (church
on right). Bear left onto Long Hill Road. Travel 2 miles to the 2nd 3 way stop. Turn right, bear left down the hill about 1
mile to the first light (American Gas Station on the right). Turn left onto Valley Rd. CRI is one mile on the left.
Directions Coming From Shore Points, Woodbridge & New Brunswick Area: Take Garden State Parkway North to Exit
127 to Route 287 North (Route 287 splits, always stay right). Continue for about 10 miles and exit right onto Route 78 East.
Take 78 until Exit 40. Turn left after exiting, go approximately 1 mile to a four way stop (blinking red light). Turn right
onto Mountain Avenue. Take first left onto Park Avenue and follow to the end, turn left onto Plainfield Avenue. At light,
turn left onto Springfield Avenue. CRI is ½ mile on the right.
Directions from Pennsylvania, Clinton & Area West (From 78 East) : Take Route 78 East to Exit 40. At stop sign make a
left. Proceed to a 4-way stop sign and follow sign for Gillette. Continue about a half a mile to a traffic light. At light make
a right onto Valley Road. Continue 1 mile and CRI is on your left hand side.

Have Ideas??

Plenty of Regalia Available
Black plastic license frame with NJ Triumph Association lettered in white
Price: $2.50 apiece or two for $4.00
Mechanic`s tool bag heavy cotton canvas
11"x7"x6" black with embroidered NJTA logo
Price: $21.00
Polo shirts with embroidered NJTA logo
Colors: hunter green(brg), royal blue, red, grey
Price: sm thru lg $31.00, xlg-xxxlg $33.00
Grill badge NJTA logo in cloisonné' hard enamel
finish with chrome or gold background
( holes to fit standard bumper badge holder)
Price: Gold $32.00,
Chrome $28.00
Triumph Owners Service log book spiral bound
black 7"x10"
Price: $12.00
Baseball style cap unstructured low profile with
embroidered NJTA logo any color or combination of two colors, khaki/dark green etc.
Price: $14.00

We need ideas for NEW
Regalia.....
What would you want to see
with the NJTA logo on it?
Umbrellas??
Cloth Folding Chairs??
Let us know
Send us your ideas!!!
Email to:

njtriumphassociation@yahoo.com

Mail to:
NJTA
PO Box 6 Gillette NJ 07933
Better yet-attend our Meeting

NJTA Wine & Cheese Tote
Price: $30.00
NJTA 6 Can Cooler
Price: $17.00
NJTA Roll-Up Blanket
Price: $17.00
Send order with check or money order
payable to the
New Jersey Triumph Association

Roll -Up Blanket

NJTA 6 Can Cooler

Grill Badge

Stylish Baseball Caps

Shipping:
$8.00 for orders to $60.00
$10.00 for orders to $125.00
Art Wildman
33 Hillcrest Rd.
Martinsville, New Jersey 08836
For inquires,
awildman1@verizon.net

Triumph Frames!!! Yay!!!
At long last.. Frames for the TR-2, 3, 3B, 4, 4A, 250 &6!!
www.rat-co.com
Excerpts from Ratco Frame Informational Booklet
no way the frame could be reliably repaired and reinforced much less cut in half and widened six inches.
The decision to build a new frame from scratch was easily
made and the TR6 plus 6 project began with the new
frame as the first major goal. One year later it was finished and a rolling chassis, complete with the Rover V8,
was assembled in time for the Roadster Factory Summer
Party.
The widened rolling chassis was flat towed to the event
and was placed on display in the Roadster Factory’s main
building and quickly became a favorite among the spectators. The most common questions were “why are you
doing this” and the second was “How can I get one for my
restoration project”. Well if you have to ask ‘why’ you
just wouldn’t understand the answer and at that time the
building of frames for sale was not even contemplated.
Over the next two years Tony found himself building two
more frames for other projects. It was obvious that interest in new frames was out there. It looked like a
commercial enterprise would fly and he enjoyed the
work. That and a real desire to keep the
Triumph marquee alive led to the founding of the frame
division of RATCO Inc.

SHORT COMING OF THE STOCK FRAME
DESIGN

HISTORY
The concept of building and selling new frames for Triumph
sport cars grew from a tech project of the Long Island Triumph Association in the early winter of 2002. The club had a
‘donor ’ TR6 and a large inventory of spare parts and pieces.
The idea, inspired by the club’s Technical Coordinator Anthony Vigliotti, was a ground up complete restoration with an
unusual twist: Make the car six inches wider! This would give
the TR6 a distinctive look, more interior shoulder room, and
a wider wheel base for better stability and handling. It also
provided the room to install the aluminum Rover V8 that
Tony just happened to have sitting around. The TR6 plus 6
project was born.
The first job was to strip down the donor and hoist the body
off the frame. Ouch! It was soon obvious that there was a
major problem…
The thirty year old frame was a mess. The swing arm mounting rails were very badly rusted and many places on the
forward rails were rusted through in critical spots. There was

Everyone who owns a Triumph for any length of time
soon learns of the failures and shortcomings of the cars
design with the frame right at the top of the list.
It must be said that these frames have stood up
surprisingly well for having been made so long ago with
less than quality materials and no attempt at rust proofing.

Triumph Frames!!!
Excerpts from Ratco Frame Informational Booklet
Still many have endured for 40 + years and some will go on
for much longer in faithful service to there loving owners. Still
others will not make it much longer and many should not be
in service at all.
The original frame was made of sheet metal bent into “C”
channels. Two sizes were made. One was deep drawn measuring 3 inches tall and 2.75 inches deep (approximately!!) and
the other was 2.875 inches tall and .75 inches deep.
The smaller channel was placed into the larger and the resulting lip was spot welded every 1/2 inch (or so!)
along its length. The resulting box was cut to length and, if
necessary the pieces were bent to shape before being welded
together to form the final base frame assembly. The towers,
brackets and mountings were all stamped from 12 gauge
(.090) steel then assembled and mounted on the base frame
using electric spot welds or full pass arc welds.
The result was an impressively strong chassis that caused some
journalists in that day to say that the car seemed to be machined out of one solid piece of metal and others to say that it
was the most rigid sports car available. It was all that, but time
has a way of sapping the strength out of most everything.
The assembly technique of using sandwiched steel channels
might have been economical and expedient but it made for
pockets in the sandwiched metal to fill with water and eventually rust. The Triumph engineers failed to place weep holes in
the correct spots on the chassis which would have allowed
water to exit. There was no rust-proofing applied other than
areas of extreme stress were not properly reinforced, if at all.
Add thirty or forty years to these design flaws and eventually
serious problems will occur in many critical locations; with
the rear swing arm and the lower front wishbone mounts
being the most prone to rust and failure . Bodies sag on
weakened frames and doors began not to close. Bumper
brackets lose their mounting points to rust and A and B posts
brake from their mounts due the flex in the chassis. Hang
around these cars long enough and youwill see all the failures
in due time.

IMPROVEMENTS PROVIDED IN RATCO
FRAMES
REAR SWING ARM MOUNTS: First off the rear swing arm
mounts are completely redesigned with modern materials.
Their size has been made smaller measuring 2X3 rather than
the 3X3. Also, they are now made with .119 thick steel (11
GA.).
The smaller cross section dimensions and thicker material,
increases the structural rigidity tremendously. The tubular
sections have blind nuts welded to the inboard outside surface
for ease in assembly and the through-bolt holes are reinforced

along their length with tubular steel spacers. These spacers insure that the box structure will not collapse over
time under the strain of the swing arm movements and
over tightened bolts.

FRONT LOWER WISHBONE MOUNTS: The lower
wishbone mounts are made of 2X2 11ga. tubing. The
rear most mounts are reinforced by the vertical member
of the redesigned motor mounts. The forward mounts
are reinforced by welding them to the steering rack
mount which in turn reinforces both assemblies. The
robust material and attention to stress points makes this
arrangement extremely strong. The original mounts
were not reinforced from the factory on the early cars and
required field installed gussets as reinforcements within
a short period of time. The later model TR6 cars were
gusseted at the factory.

Triumph Frames!!!
Excerpts from Ratco Frame Informational Booklet
IMPROVED MOTOR MOUNTS: Original motor mounts
have a tendency to cr ack at the upper weld line on the
shock tower. The failure is rarely catastrophic but it is
unnerving to find cracks in the bracket holding your engine
in place. The RATCO design for the enginemounts incorporate support legs that extend down from the mount and
are welded to the frame rail adjacent to the rear lower
wishbone mounts. In this way the weight of the engine is
supported by the frame rails, the shock towers and the
lower wishbone mounts and all support one another. The
mounts are made of 10ga. (.131 inch) steel plate.

REAR SPRING TOWER / DIFFERENTIAL MOUNTS:
This entire structure has been redesigned as the original was
plagued with many problems.
The original mounting pin arrangement has been maintained but has been made incredibly strong with the use of
heavier gauge materials.
The mounting pins are full .625 inch thick solid bars with
threaded ends to accommodate the differential mounting
bushings. They are welded at four locations along their
travel through the top surface of the tower and lower
mounting plate. The surfaces cannot hold water at any
location which solves major problem of the original design
which allowed water to accumulate and prematurely rust
the mounting points.

T-SHIRT MID FRAME SUPPORT: The mid frame “Tshirt”, as it is sometimes called because of its shape, has
been redesigned and made more functional than the original. The upper t-shirt is welded to the frame and the swing
arm rails. The added material at the swing arm rails reinforces the mounting points at the inboard frame rail. The
lower T-shirt is bolted to the frame rails and is removable.
This was done to make installation of muffler systems easy
as compared to threading bent muffler pipes through the
small opening.
Structural integrity is maintained by using 14ga. steel (.076
inch) instead of sheet metal as in the original. The t-shirts
are formed in such a way as not to allow water to accumulate in low spots.

Triumph Frames!!!
Excerpts from Ratco Frame Informational Booklet
The towers shape is unique and comes predrilled for the
installation of the optional upper mounted sway bar for shock
in coil conversions. They are made of 10ga. steel (.131
inches) and are cold formed and welded for rigidity. The
vertical supports pass through the tower ’s cross-member
slots with 2 inch tabs as extensions on the uprights.
These tabs are welded across the top for added structural
support. Strength and versatility are the keynotes of the
spring towers design.
REAR DIFFERENTIAL SUPPORT: The last vertical member of the frame assembly is the tower which secures the rear
of the differential and is the mounting point of the lever
shock brackets. As with the spring tower/differential
mount, the securing pins on the stock frames often broke free
of the cross-member. Also the material used in its construction was too weak to maintain its integrity and prematurely
succumbed to torque, vibration and rust. RATCO’s rear
differential mounts are 2X3, 11ga. tubular steel and the
mounting pins are the same .625 steel rods used in the
forward spring tower. These towers supporting the rear of the
differential are more than capable of sustaining increased
torque created by engine modifications and are certainly a
major improvement over the original folded sheet metal
design.

In Memory of Ron Resko
I am sad to report that of our members, Ron Resko passed
away before Christmas 2007. I was looking through some
emails and noticed that he had sent some pictures from the
Fall foilage tour. The club’s condolences go out to his
family.

Wake Up to the Risk of Drowsy Driving
Courtesy of AAA
The press has extensively covered the risks – real and perceived – associated with driving while talking on the phone.
There is another major and more widespread impairing condition that has received comparatively little attention: fatigue.
Drowsy driving can be as dangerous as drunk driving. Sleepiness slows reaction time, decreases awareness, and impairs
judgment.
According to the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA), an estimated 800,000 to 1.88 million drivers have been involved in a crash related to drowsy driving in
the past five years.
Who Is Nodding Off?
Many Americans are sleep deprived. Almost a quarter of us
average less than six hours a sleep a night. Most people need a
consistent eight hours a night. Young people actually need
more sleep – an average of nine hours a night.
It is easy to develop a sleep deficit without even realizing it
due to working night-shifts or two jobs, balancing a demanding job and home life, or suffering an undetected sleep disorder. Alcohol and medications, including over-the-counter cold
and allergy cures, can also increase drowsiness.
Stress, illness, emotional strain, and boredom can also drain
energy. It's understandable that fatigue catches up with almost
all of us behind the wheel sometimes.
Nearly 40 percent of drivers surveyed by NHTSA admitted
they have nodded off behind the wheel at least once. Eight
percent said they had done so in the past six months. These
incidents may be "micro-sleeps" – dozing that spans just seconds. These momentary lapses can be fatal.
When Are You Most At Risk?
Nearly half of accidents attributed to drowsy driving happen
between 9pm and 6am. The biological urge to sleep peaks after midnight. However, many people also experience a slump
in the middle of the afternoon, particularly after a heavy
lunch.
Drivers who have had less than six hours of sleep the night
before or who have remained awake 20 hours or more are at
high risk of falling asleep at the wheel. Driving a monotonous
route also puts you at risk. On a long, straight road with no
signals or billboards it is easy to let the purr of the engine and
hum of the tires lull you into a less alert state.

Be aware of warning signs, including:
Trouble keeping your eyes open
Daydreaming
Yawning
Drifting from your lane or tailgating
Missing signs or exits
Irritability and restlessness
Could You Have a Sleep Disorder?
If you are constantly tired, you may have a sleep disorder
such as apnea. Not only do people with sleep apnea feel constant fatigue, their health is also jeopardized because their
body is not receiving enough oxygen throughout the night.
Chronic insomnia, restless legs, and narcolepsy are other
sleep disturbances that could put you at risk as a driver. Your
doctor can refer you to a specialist who can diagnose and
treat sleep disorders.
Drowsy Driving Tips
Pulling over for a nap isn't always an option, so drivers report they combat sleepiness by opening a window, drinking
coffee or soda, and turning up the volume on the radio. Most
of these strategies will help only momentarily, if at all. The
body's need for sleep will soon override the brain's wish to
remain awake.
The experts recommend:
Get a good night's sleep before a road trip.
Protect yourself from glare with sunglasses.
Avoid alcohol and heavy meals.
Stop at least every two hours for rest, a stretch, and a light
snack.
Travel with a passenger and take turns driving.
If you feel drowsy, pull over to a well-traveled area. Roll up
windows and lock doors. Turn off your engine. Rest for 20
minutes or so, then walk a few minutes to be sure you are
completely awake. Have some caffeine before you go back
on the road.
Don't take chances with drowsiness. Sleepiness can creep up
suddenly and without warning, putting you at high risk. If
you begin to sense that you are at all tired, stop driving and
continue your journey when you are refreshed.
Want More Information?
Your AAA club can provide additional information and educational materials about drowsy driving.
The AAA Foundation for Traffic Safety has published an
informative pamphlet on drowsy driving, and has additional
information available on its Web site.
(www.aaafoundation.org).

Classifieds:

1979 Fiat Spider and a 1981 Fiat Spider. One car is fuel injected. Both cars have some rust, but
have soft and hard tops. One car has a roll bar and custom wheels. These cars need a new
home. Asking $1500 for the pair or will sell separately. Call Allen @ 908-755-3794 or e-mail @
bigalnj@aol.com
67 GT6 for sale. The car needs some restoration but runs OK. Call him at 973-226-4566 at
home or 201-670-3477 at his office. He is looking for a reasonable offer. The car is in Essex
Fells.
1979 Spitfire. 49000 miles All original except top replaced about 8 years ago. Excellent daily
driver. Runs well. Rust free Texas car brought to NJ when I moved here. Hard top included.
Call John for more information at 973-271-2479.
1980 tr8 48k. losing garage, need to sell. car has not been used in about five years.
Rich Cell (908)347-3900. looking for offers. Westfield, NJ
Storage space available for two cars in my barn. Very private and secure setting in rural
Ringoes, NJ. $30 per car per month for NJTA members, $40 for non-members. Dirt floor, no
electricity, no heat, just shelter from the weather.
Call Thom Pooley at 908-788-5197 or email thompooley@att.net
Large assortment parts from an abandoned restoration of a 1953 MGTD.
Located in Schnectady, NY. e-mail for pictures and info. Ronald Weinger sheron@att.net
Several wall mount parts storage bins. e-mail for pictures, Ronald Weinger sheron@att.net
For Sale: 16"x20" PIG mats, absorb 32oz of anything your car can dump on the floor, $7/10; 42"
PIG socks, absorb 1/2 gallon of liquid, $1.50 ea Ronald Weinger sheron@att.net
1974 Spitfire
53K miles Good condition. Drove well last time used
Original engine, body, paint, etc. Garaged
Owner since 1988, Need to sell for garage space
$1,000 Tel. 609-683-4572, or 258-4639 shayegan@princeton.edu
Wanted: Powder Blue 1962 TR3B, preferably with overdrive.
Please contact: P3Drums@optonline.net or 973-422-6044.
TR6 lots of new parts email for details
joecornell@covad.net

