
+ LAST SUNDAY OF THE CHURCH YEAR +
Divine Service Setting Three ~ Pg 184 

November 23, 2025 

As We Gather: By Faith We Are Prepared for Christ’s Return 
“The day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night” (1 Thess. 5:1–11). The arrival of 
the bridegroom will be sudden and unexpected. Therefore you are to be watchful and ready 
like the five wise virgins. “For you know neither the day nor the hour” when the Son of 
Man is to return. (Matt. 25:1–13). The lamps are the Word of Christ. The oil in the lamps is 
the Holy Spirit, who works through the Word to create and sustain the flame of faith in 
Christ. The foolish are those who do not give proper attention to the working of the Holy 
Spirit in baptism, preaching, and the supper, and so their faith does not endure. The wise, 
however, are those who diligently attend to these gifts of the Spirit, and who therefore have 
an abundance of oil. The flame of faith endures to the end. By God’s grace they are 
received into the eternal wedding feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, the new heavens and 
the new earth created by the Lord for the joy of His people (Is. 65:17–25). 

As the Cross, a symbol of our redemption, enters the sanctuary, God’s people stand and fix 
our eyes upon it. 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

Invocation 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 

Exhortation LSB 184 
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God 

our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us 
forgiveness. 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

Confession of Sins LSB 184 
P O almighty God, merciful Father, 



C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with 
which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal 
punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I 
pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter 
sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and 
merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

 
Absolution LSB 185 
P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant 

of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the 
command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 
and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 
Opening Hymn ‘Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying’ LSB 516 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 
Text: tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Text and tune: Philipp Nicolai, 1556–1608 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Kyrie LSB 186 

 

 
 
Gloria in Excelsis LSB 187 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Salutation and Collect of the Day Last Sunday 

 

 
  

 
  
P O Lord, absolve Your people from their offenses that, from the bonds of our sins 

which by reason of our frailty we have brought upon ourselves, we may be delivered 
by Your bountiful goodness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

 
 
Please be seated. 
 
Old Testament Reading Isaiah 65:17–25 

17“Behold, I create new heavens 
 and a new earth, 
and the former things shall not be remembered 
 or come into mind. 
18But be glad and rejoice forever 
 in that which I create; 
for behold, I create Jerusalem to be a joy, 
 and her people to be a gladness. 
19I will rejoice in Jerusalem 
 and be glad in my people; 
no more shall be heard in it the sound of weeping 
 and the cry of distress. 
20No more shall there be in it 
 an infant who lives but a few days, 



 or an old man who does not fill out his days, 
for the young man shall die a hundred years old, 
 and the sinner a hundred years old shall be accursed. 
21They shall build houses and inhabit them; 
 they shall plant vineyards and eat their fruit. 
22They shall not build and another inhabit; 
 they shall not plant and another eat; 
for like the days of a tree shall the days of my people be, 
 and my chosen shall long enjoy the work of their hands. 
23They shall not labor in vain 
 or bear children for calamity, 
for they shall be the offspring of the blessed of the LORD, 
 and their descendants with them. 
24Before they call I will answer; 
 while they are yet speaking I will hear. 
25The wolf and the lamb shall graze together; 
 the lion shall eat straw like the ox, 
 and dust shall be the serpent’s food. 
They shall not hurt or destroy 
 in all my holy mountain,” 
says the LORD. 

  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
Introit                                                                  Psalm 39:4–5, 7–8; antiphon: Isaiah 35:10 

  
The ransomed of the LORD shall return and come to Zion with singing; 
 everlasting joy shall be upon their heads. 
They shall obtain gladness and joy, 
 and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 
O LORD, make me know my end and what is the measure of my days; 
 let me know how fleeting I am! 
Behold, you have made my days a few handbreadths, and my lifetime is as nothing be- 
fore you. 
 Surely all mankind stands as a mere breath! 
And now, O Lord, for what do I wait? 
 My hope is in you. 
Deliver me from all my transgressions. 
 Do not make me the scorn of the fool! 



Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
 and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 
 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
The ransomed of the LORD shall return and come to Zion with singing; 
 everlasting joy shall be upon their heads. 
They shall obtain gladness and joy, 

and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 

Epistle 1 Thessalonians 5:1–11 
 1Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers, you have no need to have anything 
written to you. 2For you yourselves are fully aware that the day of the Lord will come like a 
thief in the night. 3While people are saying, “There is peace and security,” then sudden 
destruction will come upon them as labor pains come upon a pregnant woman, and they 
will not escape. 4But you are not in darkness, brothers, for that day to surprise you like a 
thief. 5For you are all children of light, children of the day. We are not of the night or of the 
darkness. 6So then let us not sleep, as others do, but let us keep awake and be sober. 7For 
those who sleep, sleep at night, and those who get drunk, are drunk at night. 8But since we 
belong to the day, let us be sober, having put on the breastplate of faith and love, and for a 
helmet the hope of salvation. 9For God has not destined us for wrath, but to obtain salvation 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, 10who died for us so that whether we are awake or asleep we 
might live with him. 11Therefore encourage one another and build one another up, just as 
you are doing. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

Please stand as you are able. 

Alleluia LSB 190 

Holy Gospel Matthew 25:1–13 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-fifth chapter. 



  
 1[Jesus said:] “The kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their lamps and 
went to meet the bridegroom. 2Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. 3For when 
the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them, 4but the wise took flasks of oil 
with their lamps. 5As the bridegroom was delayed, they all became drowsy and slept. 6But 
at midnight there was a cry, ‘Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’ 7Then all 
those virgins rose and trimmed their lamps. 8And the foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us 
some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.’ 9But the wise answered, saying, ‘Since there 
will not be enough for us and for you, go rather to the dealers and buy for yourselves.’ 
10And while they were going to buy, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went 
in with him to the marriage feast, and the door was shut. 11Afterward the other virgins came 
also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ 12But he answered, ‘Truly, I say to you, I do not know 
you.’ 13Watch therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour.” 
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
  

 
 
Nicene Creed 
C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 



     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 
Please be seated. 
 



Hymn of the Day ‘In the Resurrection’  TLH 603 

 
 
Sermon                                                 ‘Encourage and Build’                                1 Thess. 5:1-11                                       



 
Votum 
P The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in 

Christ Jesus. 
C Amen. 
 
Please stand as you are able.  
 
Hymn ‘God’s Word Is Our Great Heritage’ LSB 582 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: Nikolai Fredrik Severin Grundtvig, 1783–1872; tr. Ole G. Belsheim, 1861–1925, alt. 
Tune: Friedrich O. Reuter, 1863–1924 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Prayer of the Church 
P In peace, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
  



P For the Church, Christ’s Bride, that He would lead her home to enter with all the 
company of the redeemed into His eternal wedding feast, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  
P That the gifts of our Baptism may abide with us; and that we may be strengthened by 

the Word and the Sacraments of Christ until He comes, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
  
P For faithful vocations in the home, the church and the world that build up and 

cultivate God’s creation according to His will, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
  
P For the nations of the earth, especially our country, its inhabitants and all who are in 

authority, that God’s truth, righteousness and peace would abound; and for God’s 
blessing on all who serve in our armed forces, that they would do so with integrity and 
honor, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  
P For the sick, the mourning and all who cry out to God in the midst of suffering, 

[especially _____________,] that God would heal them according to His will, 
comfort them with His steadfast love, and strengthen them to bear their crosses as they 
follow Christ, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  
P For all who travel, that God would preserve them as He once preserved Abraham and 

Sarah throughout the days of their pilgrimage; and that He would bring them safely 
home again, so their homecomings would be joyful, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  
P For all who eat and drink the body and blood of Jesus, that God would give us 

repentant hearts to receive the forgiveness of sins and to proclaim joyfully Christ’s 
death until He comes in glory, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  
P O Lord, heavenly Father, we gratefully remember the sufferings and death of Your 

dear Son, Jesus Christ, for our salvation. Rejoicing in His victorious resurrection from 
the dead, we draw strength from His ascension before You, where He ever stands for 
us as our own High Priest. Gather us together from the ends of the earth to celebrate 
with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. 
Graciously receive our prayers, deliver and preserve us, for to You alone we give all 
glory, honor and worship, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 



C Amen. 
  

+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT + 
 
Preface LSB 194 

 

 
  

 

 
  

 

 
 
Proper Preface (Full) 
P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we 
laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 



Sanctus LSB 195 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Lord’s Prayer LSB 196 

 

 

 



 

 

 
  

 

 
 
The Words of Our Lord LSB 197 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 
Pax Domini LSB 197 

 
  

 
 
Agnus Dei LSB 198 

 

 



 

 

 
 
Please be seated. 
 
Distribution Hymn ‘Rise, My Soul, to Watch and Pray’ LSB 663 

 

 

 



 
 
Text: Johann Burkhard Freystein, 1671–1718; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Tune: Hundert . . . geistlicher Arien, 1694, Dresden, alt. 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Distribution Hymn ‘Children of the Heavenly Father’ LSB 725 

 

 

 
Text: Carolina Sandell Berg, 1832–1903; tr. Ernst W. Olson, 1870–1958 
Tune: Lofsånger och andeliga wisor, 1873, Sweden 
Text: Public domain 
Tune: Public domain 

Please stand as you are able.  
 
Nunc Dimittis LSB 199 

 
  



 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  
 
Thanksgiving LSB 200 

 
  



 
 
Post-Communion Collect 
A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this 
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

  

 
 
Salutation LSB 201 

 
  

 
 
Benedicamus LSB 202 

 
  

 
 



Benediction LSB 202 

 

 

 
  

 
 
Closing Hymn ‘The Bridegroom Soon Will Call Us’ LSB 514 

 

 

 



Text: Johann Walter, 1496–1570; (st. 1): tr. F. Samuel Janzow, 1913–2001; (sts. 2–4): tr. Matthias Loy, 1828–1915, alt. 
Tune: Musae Sioniae, 1609, vol. 7, Wolfenbüttel, ed. Michael Praetorius 
Text (st. 1): © 1982 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001879 
Text (sts. 2–4) and tune: Public domain 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Guests: Welcome! We are so glad to have you with us today! If you are visiting us for the 
first time, please sign our guest book, or a guest card in the pew and place in the offering 
plate before leaving. Please join us for fellowship after the service.  

Communion Statement: As we learn from 1 Corinthians, when we commune together, we 
make a confession of our oneness in doctrine & understanding of God’s Word. Since those 
who show publicly that they agree with the teachings believed, taught, & confessed by the 
Pastor & congregation at which the Sacrament is distributed, we ask that those who are not 
members in good standing of a congregation of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, or 
one of our sister churches to please refrain from partaking of the Sacrament. Instead, if you 
would like to receive a blessing, you are more than welcome to come to the altar rail & 
please indicate you would like to receive a blessing by crossing your arms in front of your 
chest. A list of church bodies with whom we share Altar & Pulpit fellowship is posted on 
the bulletin board in the hallway. If you would like to visit about this doctrine & practice, 
please talk to Pastor or an Elder. For further study on this matter see Matthew 5:23, 18:15-
35, 26:26-39; Mark 14:22-24; Luke 22:19-20 & 1 Cor. 11:17-34. Thank you. 

Clarification on Individual Cups for Communion: The Individual Cups in the middle of 
the tray during the Lord's Supper have a lighter color to them, as they are a few drops of 
wine mixed with water. The practice is to dilute the wine for those who have wine allergies 
or wine sensitives. If you have any questions or concerns, please contact Pastor Koepp. 

Loose Giving Envelopes are available in the pews and on the entryway table for visitors 
and for regular churchgoers who may have forgotten their offering envelopes. 
Congregation members, please place your offering inside the envelope that has been 
designated for you. Thank you. 

VANCO: Those currently giving electronically, if you wish to make changes to your 
online giving for next year, please inform the church secretary by December 7th. 

Poinsettias for the Christmas Eve service are $15. Please have your order form filled out 
and leave in the offering basket by December 7th. If you wish to provide your own plant, 
please fill out an order form indicating so and the in memory/in honor of portion. 

Advent Meals sign-up is out on the entryway table. Meals will be from 5:15pm-6:15pm 
on Dec. 3, 10 and 17. 

Pastor will be out of town Thursday through Sunday. If a need arises, please contact an 
Elder or Pastor’ cell 507-829-3901. 



Thanks to all members who helped with the Fall Church Cleaning. Many items were 
cleared away and organized which was needed.  See you in the Spring! ~ LWML 
 
LWML: There will be no meeting in December. There will also be no meeting for the 
Board of Evangelism in December. 
 
Sunday School: We are looking for Sunday School teachers for 2025-2026. There is a 
sign-up sheet on the back table. 
 
Stewardship: Matthew 25:2 – “Five of them were foolish, and five were wise.” A truly 
wise man, as Jesus once said, builds on the Word of Jesus. There is no other foundation 
which will stand. Any other path is a foolish one. His Word leads to life, and to depart from 
His Word leads to death. Clinging to His Word, we know we have His blessing. 
  
Building Healthy Families: “Count your many blessings, name them one by one...” God’s 
blessings are bountiful which we see when we take time to notice, recognize, name, and 
count them. Challenge your family members to do the same this week. What’s on your list? 
Happy Thanksgiving from your team at Lutheran Family Service  ~ 
www.LutheranFamilyService.org 
 
A Life Quote: “Thankful hearts and people produce a grateful culture, a society that is set 
free to live freely, set free from the mere whims of others, allowing all to live, everyone 
from the smallest to the perceived greatest. Whether you trust in God or not, freedom 
exudes gratitude. Gratitude is the grace that blesses all in this life. It gives others some 
semblance of hope.” Rev. Mark Frith, Lutheran Center for Religious Liberty ~ A Life 
Quote from Lutherans For Life • lutheransforlife.org 
 
Lutheran Hour Ministries for Nov. 30th: Hear "Rise and Shine" based on Romans 13:11 
by Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler. Belief in the resurrection of Jesus is no siesta. It's a 5am 
wake-up call, a jolt out of bed that will turn your world upside down. ~ Listen next Sunday 
on 600 WMT at 6:30 a.m., 1190 KFJB at 8:30 a.m., WHO-1040 at 7:30 a.m. 
 
A Life Thought in the Church Year for November 23rd: When people argue that we 
should not bring more children into a world such as this, they agree with the people of 
Jerusalem at the time of its destruction: “Blessed are the barren and the wombs that never 
bore and the breasts that never nursed” (Luke 23:29). But this is not the way that Jesus 
intends us to view the gift of new life. Instead, we weep with those who cannot bear and 
nurse, and we celebrate God’s gift of life, trusting that He will always reign over all things 
and be the “refuge and strength” of His people (Colossians 1:18; Psalm 46:1), and the little 
children will always be His “treasured possession” (Malachi 3:17). 
 

https://www.lhm.org/about/zeigler-bio.asp


TELL YOUR FAMILY, FRIENDS, AND NEIGHBORS ABOUT THE ILSTO: 
You’ve been reading about the Iowa Lutheran School Tuition Organization. This giving 
opportunity isn’t just for Lutherans – anyone who pays Iowa state income tax can donate 
and receive the tax benefits. Please help spread the word to someone you know who would 
like to assist students in Christian education while receiving a great tax benefit of a 75% 
tax credit on their Iowa state tax and 25% federal tax itemized deductions. As of November 
1, we are at 15% of our goal. We need your help. For further information, please contact 
Dewey Torkelson at 712-260-2991. Check the website: www.iowalutheransto.com. 
 
KFUO Radio, the broadcast voice of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, shares 
Christ for you anytime, anywhere on KFUO.org via worship services, Bible and theology 
studies, practical talk programs, and sacred music. Find programs on demand 
at kfuo.org and wherever you get your podcasts! CHRIST FOR YOU this week on 
KFUO AM850 & kfuo.org: We're continuing our series, "Songs of Thankfulness and 
Praise" on Sharper Iron (weekdays at 8 a.m. CT)! Each day, we'll study a new hymn of 
Thanksgiving from Lutheran Service Book. Tune in to Thy Strong Word (weekdays at 11 
a.m. CT) as we wrap up our study of the Gospel of Matthew. This week, we are covering 
chapters 26-27. Don't forget to join us this Saturday (11/8 at 10 a.m. CT) for Concord 
Matters! We're beginning a new study of the Lord's Prayer in the Large Catechism. Find 
your favorite programs on demand at kfuo.org or in the KFUO Radio app! 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.iowalutheransto.com/
https://kfuo.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=54af661ed49340a315983cb13&id=04d84d2b5a&e=37517c5216
http://kfuo.org/
http://kfuo.org/


The Board of Evangelism’s Christmas Share this year will run through the months of 
November and December.  Immanuel will be collecting food and hygiene products for 
MICA. The need to help aid in this program is greater than ever this year. The items listed 
below will be collected up until December 21st. (Please make sure items you bring are not 
outdated.) 

PANTRY ITEMS 
Peanut Butter (always requested) 
Jelly 
Soup (all kinds) 
Ramen Noodles (most requested) 
Pancake Mix/Syrup 
Oatmeal 
Cereal 
Canned Goods 
Mac and Cheese boxes 

HYGIENE ITEMS 
Toilet Paper 
Laundry Soap (always requested) 
Dish Soap 
Shower Gel 
Toothbrushes 
Toothpaste 
Bath Soap Bars 

If you have questions, please see any 
member of the Board of Evangelism. 

Dianna K. 
June R. 
Bev H. 



Our Gifts to God (given at Immanuel) 
For the week of November 16, 2025 

 Attendance 59     

Calendar of Events for This Week 
Today   9:00am Last Sunday of the Church Year    

    10:30am Christmas Program Practice  
   10:30am Bible Study 

Greeter: K. Schultz 
Usher: Keith T. 
Servers: Dianna K. & Natalie J. 
Acolyte/Crucifer: Thatcher & Elsie 
Elder: Joe W. 

Wednesday No Confirmation Classes 

Thursday   No Bible Study  

Thursday through Sunday Pastor out of town 

Next Sunday  9:00am  First Sunday in Advent: Prayer & Preaching   
  10:30am Christmas Program Practice 
  10:30am Bible Study 

Greeter: Schutt 
Usher: Tim B. 
Servers: Stephanie E. & June R. 
Acolyte/Crucifer: Sophia & Alivia 
Elder: Joel M. 
Food Pantry Sunday 


	Introit                                                                  Psalm 39:4–5, 7–8; antiphon: Isaiah 35:10

