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LET’S BE HONEST …
From church to politics, I think we can agree
that life is hard all around.
In church, by now you know what we are
dealing with in our denomination. Across the
world and here, there are churches that
have successfully disaffiliated; there are
many that are in the process of disaffiliating,
and more are in the process of discerning
whether to stay or go.
In politics, the party line is increasingly
becoming more and more defined. It seems
politicians has little they can agree on even
as pricings and living costs continue to soar,
and even as people increasingly are becoming more and more desperate, anxious and lonely.
What is going on in our world?
Let‟s be honest! We live in a divided world… a world that is confused over what is right and wrong,
true and false, and light and dark. As Christians we have been sitting on the fence for too long; we
have played the „nice guy’ for too many years. We have made ‘niceness’ our idol. To be nice in our
culture is to not offend anyone with our opinions and/or beliefs; to be nice is to agree and affirm
everyone‟s beliefs and feelings. By not standing for what we believe to be right, true, and light …
slowly we have eroded from within. As a result, our God given vision became blurred and we cannot
figure out exactly the cause of our troubles; our people continue to live in the dark, becoming more
desperate, anxious, isolated, and unhealthy all around. Even as the world continues to divide over
faith and politics, „nice Christians’ continue to sit on the fence and refuse to take a stand.
As Christians we are not made to sit on the fence and become clueless about what‟s happening in our
culture and world; we are not made to be afraid of our standing in light of what‟s been revealed to us in
the Holy Scripture. Our Lord Jesus calls us to walk in the light as He is that light. It is only in that light
we are able to see the difference between right and wrong, true and false, light and dark. Without it,
whatever we affirm or feel becomes subjective … only yours and my beliefs or opinions. If we will not
get off the fence, others will gladly decide our future for us. But just know that you are living out their
future and not yours.
You might be safe sitting on the fence, but it is only temporary protection…you won‟t be safe for the
long haul. Sitting on the fence will increase desperateness, anxiousness, and loneliness …no one is
meant to sit on the fence permanently. Even if the world seeks to cancel Christians and bully us when
we speak our minds and take our stand on the authority of the scripture, we must…as difficult as it
might be, be honest about who we are as followers of Jesus Christ.

As Christians we are made for such a time as this. We have been called to be honest, articulative and
clear as to who we are and who is our light. The Apostle John writes to believers who were sitting on
the fence … who claimed to follow Jesus, but are not walking in the light. The Apostle reminded these
believers that God is light and in him there is no darkness at all. The same message is for us today, if
we say Jesus is our light and yet we walk in darkness, it can only mean our vision is blurred and we
cannot tell right from wrong, truth from false, and light from dark. Could it be that we, perhaps, have
lied to ourselves?
The scripture has been given to us so we may live in that light and practice what is right and truth. If
Christians hold to this teaching, we can say that we walk in the light and we have fellowship with one
another for the blood of Jesus Christ cleanses us from all of our sins. If this is you, let us unite then, in
hearts, minds and hands; let us serve boldly Jesus Christ, who is our Light in a darkened world.
If we believe that Jesus is our Savior, and as sinners, we have been made saints and righteous ones
in him, let us get off the fence; let‟s be honest and unapologetic about our standing in the light of Jesus
Christ!
May God grant you strength and wisdom … courage and boldness for the days ahead!
In Christ we serve,
Pastor Mao Her

FOR AUGUST SERMONS… WE WILL REVISIT THE PSALMS!
Please join us for worship every Sunday to hear what the Spirit is saying to us …

LECTIONARY READINGS FOR AUGUST

7th

Isaiah 1:1, 10-20
Psalm 50:1-8, 22-23 (UMH 783)
Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16
Luke 12:32-4

14th Isaiah 5:1-7
Psalm 80:1-2, 8-19 (UMH 801)
Hebrews 11:29-12:2
Luke 12:49-56

21st Jeremiah 1:4-10
Psalm 71:1-6 (UMH 794)
Hebrews 12:18-29
Luke 13:10-17

28th Jeremiah 2:4-13
Psalm 81:1, 10-16 (UMH 803)
Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16
Luke 14:1, 7-14

Birthdays for AUGUST…
2nd Diane Stinson
3rd Flo Graham
4th Marilyn Bender
4th Tyler Steeno
7th Marge Freitag
7th Rae Jean Lukaszewski
13th Logan Lukaszewski
14th Dorothy Pike
17th Mary Ann Carr
22nd Jayda Allen
23rd Art Pulizos
26th Sue Thomas
Please wish them a HAPPY BIRTHDAY
when you see them!

Please see the sign-up sheets on the credenza
outside of the church office… thanks!

VOLUNTEERS FOR AUGUST
BULLETINS
7th
Marge Freitag‟s 82nd Birthday
Gary & Denise‟s 46th Anniversary
th
14
Flo & Larry Graham
21st
28th
COFFEE HOUR
7th
Flo Graham
14th Nancy Wolski
21st Carol Olson
28th Judy Riedy
COUNTERS
7th
Janet Brown & Pam Seri
14th Denise Edlund & Nancy Wolski
21st Steve & Carrie Montgomery
28th Janet Brown & Pam Seri
LAY LITURGISTS
7th
Janet Brown
th
14
Denise Edlund
21st Steve Montgomery
28th Ron Stinson
Thank You!

GOODWILL BINGO…

There will not be any Bingo in August…stay
tuned for info for September.

UMW CORNER
The Caring UMW will have breakfast together
on Thursday the 11th of Aug. at 9 AM at the
new First Watch on S 76th Street. It is located
in the old Ruby Tuesday building.
We have such a nice time together and any of
the ladies of the church are invited. Our regular
meetings will resume in September on the
second Thursday of the month at church at
10:00 AM.
Judy Riedy

You are all cordially invited to:
Marilyn Bender‟s 90th birthday
Open House: Aug 4th; 2:00 – 4:00 PM
@ her condo: 5610 S 76th Street #1
Greendale, WI 53129
Come & get a piece of her birthday cake!

Larry under the Bridge
Volunteer Opportunity
Friday, August 5th at 10 AM, we need a couple of volunteers to
assemble bag lunches to provide meals for the homeless.
If you would like to make a monetary contribution, please
enclose your check or cash in an envelope and mark it, “Larry
Under the Bridge.”
Please let Janet Brown know if you are able to help.
Thank you!!

NEWS!!!
Adult Sunday School will begin its Fall schedule on
Sunday, September 11th, at 9:30 AM in the Fellowship
Hall!
Thanks…Ron

From the Trustee Desk:
Thank you to all who stepped up to help with the boiler
repair.
We thought we could only afford to make a band aid
repair, but because of your generous giving we were
able to have all the work done. We are so blessed to have such a caring congregation.
Yours in Christ,
Gary
Pam & Richard Seri
2006 W Alvina Ave
Milwaukee, WI 53221
Please change it in your directories.

AUGUST 2022
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday
2

1

Wednesday
3

Jo on Mission Trip

Jo on Mission Trip

5:00 – 7:00 PM – Playpen
Sports Academy

6:00 PM – Jazzercise

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

Jo on Mission Trip

Jo on Mission Trip

2:00 – 4:00 PM – Open
house @ Marilyn
Bender’s house

10:00 AM – Lunch Prep
for Larry Under the
Bridge

6
9:00 – NOON – Playpen Sports
Academy

4
Jo on Mission Trip

7:00 – 9:00 PM –
Southside SDA

5

9:00 AM – 4:00 PM –
Southside SDA

6:00 PM – Jazzercise
7
10:00 AM – Coffee Hour
10:15 AM - WORSHIP
SERVICE – Communion –
Chancel Choir in Tribute to
Trefor

14
10:00 AM – Coffee Hour
10:15 AM - WORSHIP
SERVICE

21
10:00 AM – Coffee Hour
10:15 AM - WORSHIP
SERVICE

8
5:00 – 7:00 PM – Playpen
Sports Academy
6:30 PM – Accountable
Leadership Board
Meeting

15
5:00 – 7:00 PM – Playpen
Sports Academy

22
5:00 – 7:00 PM – Playpen
Sports Academy

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE

28
10:00 AM – Coffee Hour
10:15 AM - WORSHIP
SERVICE

9
6:00 PM – Jazzercise

11

12

9:00 AM – UMW
Breakfast @ New First
Watch

7:00 – 9:00 PM –
Southside SDA

13
9:00 – NOON – Playpen Sports
Academy
9:00 AM – 4:00 PM –
Southside SDA

6:00 PM – Jazzercise

16
6:00 PM - Jazzercise

17
6:00 PM – UMW Dinner
@ Sandra on the Park

18
6:00 PM – Jazzercise

19

7:00 – 9:00 PM –
Southside SDA

23
600 PM – Jazzercise

30
600 PM – Jazzercise

24

Jo recuperating from
hand surgery
31

7:00 – 9:00 PM –
Southside SDA
Jo recuperating from
hand surgery

20
9:00 – NOON – Playpen Sports
Academy
9:00 AM – 4:00 PM –
Southside SDA

25
6:00 PM – Jazzercise

26

Jo recuperating from
hand surgery

Jo recuperating from
hand surgery

27
9:00 AM – 4:00 PM –
Southside SDA

7:00 – 9:00 PM –
Southside SDA

Jo out for hand surgery

29

10

Jo recuperating from
hand surgery

The NEWSLETTER
DEADLINE FOR
September is:
August 21st
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