Last week, 


we were introduced to Hosea and God's paradox 



concerning love.  

As with any paradox, 


the better you understand it, 



the more sense it makes 



even as the incongruities become bolder. 

In the case of love, 


we are faced with the question of, 



“How can you be loving 




in letting someone suffer 




or hit rock bottom?”  



But as we have experienced, 




it is sometimes the most loving thing you can do.

Our text today 


uses the wilderness 



to illustrate this paradox of love.  

If I were to ask each person, 


what you think of the wilderness?, 



the responses would be divided.  




Some would speak of its beauty, 





the quietness, 





the restoring qualities, 





feeling closer to God there.  




Others would speak of its power, 





destructiveness, 





the danger, 





the isolation, 





and feeling punished by God there.  



So who has the story correct? 




You are right!  





So is the person who disagrees with you.  


Because the wilderness is a creation of God, 



it contains some of God's logic busting attributes.




It exists as paradox.

Verse 3 tells us of Gomer and Israel's punishment.  


She will be like a wilderness or desert, 



barren, 



not providing for even the thirst. 



 Thornbushes will keep her contained, 



animals will devour any sort of chance she had at survival on her own.  


This stripping Israel 



and Gomer 




of all their luxuries




 and leading them into the wilderness, 





on the way to Exile, 




seems harsh.  

But it is effective. 


 It is part of the reason wilderness schools work so well 



in reforming children who have had encounters with law enforcement 




and substance abuse.  


The school of hard knocks and survival 



leads to a reckoning with God moment.  

For those of you who are turning to those who disagreed with you earlier 


about the dangers of the wilderness, 



be patient.

As God moves from discipline 


back to wooing Israel with love, 



guess where Yahweh takes Israel?  

In verse 14, 


the Lord say, 



“I am now going to allure her.”  

Great!  


That means fine dining, 


return of the fancy jewelry 



and beautiful gowns right?  

Not sure how the rating would go on the Bachelorette, 


but Yahweh leads her to the desert 


or wilderness 



and speaks tenderly to her. 

In theory, 


the Lord in his omnipotence, 



sees this working out well for the relationship.  

Now, why would God take Israel to the wilderness 


to both punish and to renew?  

Because the wilderness can do both.

I have told enough stories about my encounters with the wilderness 


from this pulpit alone to make that clear.  



From waking up with a bear on the other side of the nylon, 



to skiing in whiteouts, 



to being stuck on the pass at the DOT last January for 5 days, 




I have experienced the harshness of the wilderness. 

Since we live in Alaska, 


even if you were not trying, 



you probably have too.  

But you have also experienced the beauty flying in here, 


or at lower lake, 


or driving the pass with the fall leaves, 


or watching a bear fish 


or dinner fight the line of your fishing pole.

The biggest danger that living in the cities places upon us, 


is that we start to think that we are the ones in control.  


We are the ones deciding who succeeds 



and who fails.  


It is much easier 



to subconsciously believe 




that you are God in the city. 

Israel thought that it was through their hard work 


and favor as the people of God



 that fine clothes, 



choice foods, 




and security came.  

The trip to exile and wilderness 


soon showed them it was not the protection of other nations, 


or their government that kept everything flowing smoothly, 



it was the blessings of their true husband, 




Yahweh 



that did.  

Israel had learned this during the Exodus.  


But they kept on longing for their former abusive partners, 



the slave camps of Egypt.  

When I did the sermon series on the land of Israel, 


one of the most repeated themes, 



was how delicate the land was on consistent rains.  




Egypt had the Nile that provided steady water, 




as did Assyria and others on the Tigris Euphrates Rivers.  


But Israel was dependent solely on rain.  



No rain, 




the grain withered, the crops failed, 



and Israel would soon be sending its sons to Egypt 




to look for food to survive.  

Knowing that our survival is so fragile, 


we look for ways of securing that.  

Along comes Ba'al worship, 


Ba'al means Lord or Master.  

In the Canaanite religion, 


Ba'al was the God of fertility,



 not just of human life, 



but of agriculture as well.  

So if your neighbors are worshipping a god who provides fertile soil, 


which includes bringing rain when needed and succeeding, 



why wouldn't you double your bets 




and worship as well.  



What harm can come?

None! 


Unless you have a jealous God.  

Jealous is another one of those traits 


that seem one sided 



until you wade into it more. 

If I did everything I wanted 


and Lisa did not get jealous, 



there are definite problems.  

If we worship other gods


 and Yahweh was not hurt, 


betrayed, 


or jealous, 



we should be scared.  

Our relationship is in a bad place.  


There are healthy boundaries for the jealousy, 



but being jealous where you should I




s a sign of love.  

When you are in a covenant relationship, 


and are giving your most intimate possessions 



to someone outside that relationship, 


expect your covenant partner to be hurt.  

In chapter 3, 


Hosea's position gives us a clue 



as to what Yahweh's heart break with us looks like.  

Gomer has left the household in one of her flings 


and things progressed downhill 



to the point where she finds herself in the slave market 



needing to payoff her debt.  

She has moved from a person having sex with multiple partners 


to an adulteress.  

What is the big change?  


What is Gomer doing now 



that she was not doing before Hosea?  

The difference is that covenant of marriage.  


That is what changes Gomer's status to adulteress.  

The same is true for our covenant with God.  


God is saddened when he sees his creation and people out of line with his will.  


But the heartbreak is 100 fold 



when it is the people who have entered into a covenant with him. 

We have entered that covenant 


and we have broken that covenant time after time.

That is why this is one of the greatest love stories ever.  


Chapter 3, 


verse 1, 



the Lord instructs Hosea to, 




“Go show love to your wife again, 





though she is loved by another 





and is an adulteress.”  




Gomer is actively doing these things.  

I know my instinct would be to give her an ultimatum.  


Either stop doing these things 



and come back, 


or be on your own. 

 I would want her to show signs of change 


before accepting her.  

But Hosea is called to “love her 


as the Lord loves the Israelites.”  

He walks into the midst of the slave market, 


where she may be being sold to the next pimp 



and buys her right there.  


The fact that he used silver and barley 



shows that it was an expense pushing the limits of Hosea's means.  

But he is willing to lay down what he has 


to bring life and freedom to Gomer again.  

Does she deserve it?  


No!  



She was in the middle of being sold to her next lover.  



Still in the midst of the game.  

Did she change at all before Hosea loved her?  


No.  

But what Hosea is betting on 


is what God is betting on.  

His love will woo her 

and help her to realize she is valued, 


loved, 


and worthy, 



because she is Hosea's.  

She does not need more than Hosea.  


All that she thought she was getting form her other lover's before, 



was actually provided by Hosea.

I know that each one of us experiences God's loving acts.  

I also know that each one of us takes that love 


and often gives credit to others than God.  

But if our gratefulness does not run all the way up to God, 


we are just as confused as Gomer.  

She thought the grain, 


new wine, 


and oil, 


the gold and silver 



came from her lovers.  

But it actually came from Hosea


from her husband.  

If you received a paycheck 

or social security check last year, 


you can make a strong case that it was because of your hard work and diligence, 


your talents and skills.  



Most of humanity will accept your reasoning.  



God will not.  

There are people who worked harder, 


are kinder, 


more loving than me, 



and their paychecks were significantly smaller 



or non-existent.  

As I say almost every Sunday, 


“Our time, 


our talents, 


and our possessions 



are God's 



and are to be used for God.” 

 If we are not acknowledging this, 


we are being Gomer's.

How much does the Lord bless us?  


Look at verses 19 and 20.  



“I will betroth you to me forever; 




I will betroth you in righteousness and justice, 




in love and compassion. 



I will betroth you in faithfulness, 




and you will acknowledge the Lord.”  

The righteousness, justice, love, and compassion that all lead to faithfulness, 


are not ours.  

God is putting those on us.  

The only thing on our part 


is to acknowledge the Lord.  

It is God's righteousness and justice 


that make the earth part of the Kingdom of God.  

God is the one who makes the covenants with the beasts 


and creatures on the ground 



that allows us to lie in safety.  

God abolishes the bow, sword, and battle from the land.  
Yahweh has done what is necessary 


to move us from calling him master 


to calling him husband 



in sending his son, 




to shape us to be the bride of Christ.  

Yahweh will plant us in the land himself.  

God is the one doing the life transformation.  


Not us 


and our efforts.  

We are only asked to acknowledge that God is with us. 


That he is our husband 



that has provided for us in ways we haven't even realized yet.  

Gomer, 

Israel, 

and Judah all struggled to do so 


and had a rough spot in the marriage.  

How is your marriage?
