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Transfiguration of Our Lord
Last Sunday After Epiphany

March 2, 2025

Witnesses to the glory of God in the face of Jesus reflect that glory in the world.
It was true for Moses. It was doubtless true for Peter, James, and John. We pray
that it will be true of all of us who see God’s glory in the word and in the supper
and who are being “transformed into the same image” by God’s Spitit.

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church ¢ 1200 W. Cornwallis Road ® Durham * North Carolina




GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the pegple of God,

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRELUDE 8:30 Beantiful Savior by Dale W ood
11:00 Meditation on Beautsful Savior by Catly Moklebust (Handbell Choir)
Please quietly reflect and prepare for worship during the musi.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
The assenbly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at
baptisim, as the presiding nunister begins.

In the name of the Father, and of the & Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people,
turning us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your
Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and
grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we
have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved
you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your
will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.

Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and
for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister
of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you
the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of
the # Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

The prelude’s purpose is
1o prepare your heart,
your hands, and your
wtind for worship. 'The
Lord is worthy of our
preparation and the
prelude provides us a timse
1o do just that.

W ashed in water and
miarked with the cross,
the baptized children of
God are united with
Christ, and through hins,
with other belzevers, we
confess our sins and
return to our baptism. In
forgiveness God raises us

up again.

The paranmsents, which are
the hangings on the altar,
pulpit, and lectern, are
White . White
Symbolizes purity, light,
Glory, and joy.



GATHERING HYMN
# 834 Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise

Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise

N . ;
P e
O——2—F = fJ <=+
o I I
mor - tal, in - wvis - 1 - ble, God on - ly wise,
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life thou  giv - est, to both great and small;
reign-est  in glo - ry; thou dwell -est  in light;
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might -y, vic - to - rious, thy great name we
clouds which are foun-tains  of
with - er and per - ish, but

good - ness and
naught chang-eth
ly the splen-dor of light  hid - eth

Text: Walter Chalmers Smith, 18241908, alt.
Music: ST. DENIO, Welsh traditional

GREETING

During this tinse, the presiding miinister and the assenibly greet each other.
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Spitit be with you all.

And also with you.

praise!
love.
thee.
thee!

The Hymms proclain:
the Gospel in song. We
sing a variety of hynms to
belp us tell God's story.

The Apostolic Greeting
s given by the Pastor
using the words of the
Apostle Panl in 2 Cor
13:13. In this greeting
the assenbly is rooted in
the Triune life of God.

3



0 | ,
D 1 I | I I}
|7 4% LV‘ | I I | I | 1l
J = O
In peace, letus pray to the Lord
0 | ,
| " A | I I | |
b | | | ] | ] | I}
=
7. _* =
Lord, have mer - cy.
0 | ,
7o O — T 7
A5 i N — — 1
HON" P ey |
A \AV4 i | |
J
For the peace from above, and for our salvation, letus pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

Help, save, comfort, and de - fend wus, gra-cious Lord.
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY The prayer of the day is
Let us pray. typically a prayer focused
Holy God, mighty and immortal, you ate beyond our knowing, yet we see | around the soripture texts
your gloty in the face of Jesus Christ. Transform us into the likeness of your | for the day.

Son, who renewed our humanity so that we may share in his divinity, Jesus

Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,

now and forever.

Amen.
The assenbly is seated.
RD
WO The Word part of onr
God speafkes to us in Scripture reading, preaching, and song, liturgy, is where we hear
“the living voice of the
FIRST READING Exodus 34:29-35 Gospel.”” We experience
Moses’ face shone with the reflected glory of God after be received the Ten Commandments on ﬂﬂ“;;” she Biblical rused
Mount Sinai. The sight cansed the Israelites to be afraid, so Moses wore a veil to mask the e nff’; MMZZ e
radiance of God’s glory, taking it off when be spoke directly with God. arone 1ese readings,
and the hymm of the day.

Moses came down from Mount Sinai. As he came down from the
mountain with the two tablets of the covenant in his hand, Moses did not
know that the skin of his face shone because he had been talking with God.
When Aaron and all the Israelites saw Moses, the skin of his face was
shining, and they were afraid to come near him. But Moses called to them;
and Aaron and all the leaders of the congregation returned to him, and
Moses spoke with them. Afterward all the Israelites came near, and he gave
them in commandment all that the Lord had spoken with him on Mount
Sinai. When Moses had finished speaking with them, he put a veil on his
face; but whenever Moses went in before the Lord to speak with him, he
would take the veil off, until he came out; and when he came out, and told
the Israelites what he had been commanded, the Israelites would see the
face of Moses, that the skin of his face was shining; and Moses would put

the veil on his face again, until he went in to speak with him.

Word of God, Word of Life: Thanks be to God.



PSALM Psalm 99
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Pro - claim the great-ness of the Lorb:
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wor - ship up - on Gods ho - ly hill.

The Lord is king; let the | people tremble.

The Lord is enthroned upon the cherubim; let | the earth shake.
The Lotd, | great in Zion, is high a- | bove all peoples.
Let them confess God’s name, which is | great and awesome; God is the | Holy One.
O mighty king, lover of justice, you have es- | tablished equity;

you have executed justice and righteous- | ness in Jacob. R
Proclaim the greatness of the Lord and fall down be- | fore God’s footstool; God is the | Holy One.
Moses and Aaron among your priests, and Samuel among those who call upon your | name,

O Lord, they called upon you, and you | answered them,

you spoke to them out of the pil- | lar of cloud; they kept your testimonies and the decree | that you

gave them.
O Lord our God, you answered | them indeed;

you were a God who forgave them, yet punished them for their | evil deeds.
Proclaim the greatness of the Lord and worship upon God’s | holy hill;

for the Lord our God is the | Holy One. R

SECOND READING: 2 Corinthians 3:12—4:2
In bis debates with the Corinthians, Paul contrasts the glory of Moses with the glory of Christ. The Israelites conld not see Moses’ face becanse of the veil. But
in Christ we see the unveiled glory of God and are transformed into Christ's likeness.

Since, then, we have such a hope, we act with great boldness, not like Moses, who put a veil over his face
to keep the people of Israel from gazing at the end of the glory that was being set aside. But their minds were
hardened. Indeed, to this very day, when they hear the reading of the old covenant, that same vell is still
there, since only in Christ is it set aside. Indeed, to this very day whenever Moses is read, a veil lies over their
minds; but when one turns to the Lord, the veil is removed. Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit
of the Lord is, there is freedom. And all of us, with unveiled faces, seeing the glory of the Lord as though
reflected in a mirror, are being transformed into the same image from one degree of glory to another; for this
comes from the Lord, the Spirit.

Therefore, since it is by God’s mercy that we are engaged in this ministry, we do not lose heart. We have
renounced the shameful things that one hides; we refuse to practice cunning or to falsifty God’s word; but by
the open statement of the truth we commend ourselves to the conscience of everyone in the sight of God.

Wortd of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION The assenbly stands to welcorze the gospel.
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Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of e -ter-nal life.

GOSPEL Luke 9:28-36

The conversation about Jesus’ suffering and death is enclosed in a daz3ling foreshadowing of the resurvection.
God affirms Jesus’ identity, the disciples are stunned speechless, and Jesus resumses his naission with a
denonstration of his power over evil.

Now about eight days after these sayings Jesus took with him Peter and John and James, and went
up on the mountain to pray. And while he was praying, the appearance of his face changed, and his
clothes became dazzling white. Suddenly they saw two men, Moses and Elijah, talking to him. They
appeared in glory and were speaking of his departure, which he was about to accomplish at Jerusalem.
Now Peter and his companions were weighed down with sleep; but since they had stayed awake, they
saw his glory and the two men who stood with him. Just as they were leaving him, Peter said to Jesus,
“Mastet, it is good for us to be here; let us make three dwellings, one for you, one for Moses, and one
for Elijah”—not knowing what he said. While he was saying this, a cloud came and overshadowed
them; and they were terrified as they entered the cloud. Then from the cloud came a voice that said,
“This is my Son, my Chosen; listen to him!” When the voice had spoken, Jesus was found alone. And
they kept silent and in those days told no one any of the things they had seen.

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

The assenibly is seated.



CHILDREN SERMON
SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY
# 671 Shine Jesus Shine

Please see the hymnal for this selection.



THE APOSTLES’ CREED

As Lutheran Christians
Living together in hope and trust, let us confess our faith together. we have three creeds 1o
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. articulate onr faith. The
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was Apoxz‘/ey’., Nicene, and
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered Athanasian Creeds.
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he Through the Apostles’
descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he Creed we confess onr faith
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, in the triune God- Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. Son, and Haly Spirit

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of
the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

With the Spirit of Christ shining upon us, let us boldly pray for the church, the The prayers ofmf ereession
wotld, and all of creation. are propared in advance by
A brief silence. writers from: across the

Church based around the
Transfiguring God, through the glory of your presence, you transform us. Move seripture for a given week.
the church from complacency to boldness in sharing the good news with others.

God of grace,
hear our prayer.

We pray for your creation. As seasons change, give patience and skill to all who
tend to animals giving birth. Grant nourishing weather for the growing of crops.
God of grace,

hear our prayer.

We pray for all in leadership, especially for those who lead states, counties, and

town councils. Give them wisdom to protect local resources so that all will flourish

both now and in the years to come. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

Bring your healing grace to those who feel distant from you. Speak comfort to

those who need your words of mercy. We pray for those close to our communities
and in our hearts, especially Judy, Marcia W., Greg, Jan, Janet, Joyce, Phyllis, Latry,
Bob, Ellie, Mary, John, Pat, Anna, Pat, Susan, Charlie, and Wendy. God of grace,

hear our prayer. ©



God of our past, present, and future, lead us into new beginnings, trusting in the promise of new
life in Christ. Accompany congregations needing to close, and give courage to congregations

starting new ministries. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

Renewing God, the saints who have gone before us witnessed to the ways you transform your
church and people (especially John Wesley and Chatles Wesley, renewers of the church). We give

thanks for their example and pray we carty it forward. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

We entrust our prayers to you, O God, in the sure and certain hope that your promise is revealed

among the people.

Amen.

PEACE
The presiding munister and the assentbly greet each other in the peace of the risen Christ.

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
The congregation is invited to share a sign of God's peace with one another

The assenbly sits.

The passing of the peace is
traditionally part of the
litnrgy, so that anyone in
the gathered assenibly may
have a tine to be
reconciled to one another
before sharing the meeal.

1



MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

OFFERING

An gffering is gathered for the naission of the church, including the care of those in need.

OFFERTORY Beantiful Savior by Michael Burkhardt

The assenbly stands.

OFFERTORY HYMN A musical offering is
given to God in onr
worship as the gifls of the
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OFFERTORY PRAYER
Let us pray together.

God of grace, your love reaches to the heavens,
and your abundance to the depths of the seas.
Bless what we offer to your setvice:

our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts.

Let us overflow with gratitude and generosity,
now and always.

Amen.



GREAT THANKSGIVING
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The Lord be with  you. And al - so with you.
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Lift up your  hearts. We lift them to  the Lord.

Let us give thanks  to the Lord our  God.

;

It is  right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all

places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through
our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave,
and by his glotious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the
hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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name of the Lord. Ho - san - na in the high - est.

In the meal part of our
litnrgy we prepare fo cone
to Christ’s table. In the
Great 'Thanksgiving we
focus on being thankful
Jor all God has done and
for all God has given to
us. In the Eucharistic
Prayer, we ask God to
send the Holy Sparit to
this ymeal and e ask
that Christ will fulfill bis
pronise to be in the bread

and wine.
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory.
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the
sick and suffering, who preached good news to the poor, and who, on the
cross, opened his arms to all.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our LLord Jesus took bread, and
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this
is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and
for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of
me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await
his coming in glory.

Pour out upon us the Spitit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all
who share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our
Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy Spitit, be all honor and glory, now
and forever. Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Our Father,
who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

14



INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The joy of the Lord is our strength. Come, eat this meal of gladness.

COMMUNION

This is the Lords table. Jesus is the host. We are Christ’s guests. Jesus welcones everyone
to come, to eat and be nourished, fed and forgiven. 1 isitors and children are welcomse to
receive commmnion. 1hose who do not receive commmunion are welcomsed forward to receive
a blessing.  Gluten-free wafers and grape juice are available. "I'he pastor and commmnion
assistant will conse to the pews of those unable to come forward.

When giving the bread and cup, the commmnion ministers say
The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Chirist, shed for you.

Each person may respond: Amen.
The assembly is seated.
LAMB OF GOD
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way the sin  of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.

The Lanib of God is a
title for Jesus that appears
n Jobn 1:29. 1t is here
that we are reminded that
our Lord is present and
we are to behold bis glory.
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COMMUNION HYMN
# 315 How Good, Lord to be Here

How Good, Lord, to Be Here!
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I How good, Lord, to be here! Your glo - ry fills the night;
2 How good, Lord, to be here, your beau -ty to be - hold
3 Ful - fill - er of the past and hope of things to be,
4 Be - fore we taste of death, we see your king - dom come;
5 How good, Lord, to be here! Yet we may not re - main;
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your face and gar-ments, like the sun, shine with un - bor-rowed light.
where Mo - ses and E - li - jah stand, your mes-sen-gers of old.
we  hail your bod-y glo - ri- fied and our re-demp-tion see.
we long to hold the  vi- sion bright and make this hill our home.
but since you bid us leave the mount,come with us to the plain.

Text: Joseph A. Robinson, 1858-1933, alt.
Music: POTSDAM, W. Mercer, The Church Psalter and Hymn Book, 1854
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The assembly stands.
TABLE BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and keep you
in his grace. Amen.
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Now, Lord, you let your ser - vant go in peace.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray together.
Nourishing God,
at this table you have refreshed us
with holy gifts of food and drink.
Strengthen us for service,

and send us out to embody your good news
of liberation and healing for the sake of the world.
In the name of Christ we pray,

Amen.

FAREWELL AND GODSPEED 1lam
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SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and # give you peace.
Amen.

SENDING HYMN
# 806 We are Marching in the Light of God

()N)) — | — —] —
[ T I —— — 1 e
G — e o YT e e 4o
Y | |- Il I /I 4 o | 1 1) 1 =

S e e 1 ] 9 T Y

Si - ya - hamb’ e - ku-kha-nyen’kwen-khos’, si - ya - hamb’ e - ku - kha -
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si - ya - hamb’ e - ku-kha-nyen’ kwen - khos’.
we are march-ing in the light of God.
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si - ya - hamb’ e - ku - kha-nyen’ kwen - khos’.
we  are march-ing in  the light of God.

Additional stanzas ad lib.:
We are dancing ...
We are praying ...
We are singing ...

Text: South African traditional; tr. Freedom Is Coming, 1984
Music: IAMBA, South African traditional
N MR HRA Slring e e e it

Our final part of onr
litnrgy is the sending. We
are sent out into the
world reminded of God's
nission and strengthened
by the presence of Christ
and one another throngh
the power of the Holy
Spirit.
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DISMISSAL
The assembly is sent into mission.

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE Siyahaniba by Robert Buckley Farlee

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2014 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under
Augsburg Fortress Litnrgies Annnal License #SB165339. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of
Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission.
Al rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under OneLicense.net #735631-A.

“The Mission of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church as a part of the family of God is
to share God in Christ with the World by equipping one another through
worship, learning, witness, service and support.”

Congregation Council

President Katie Benjamin

Vice-President Ken Knudsen

Secretaty Jonathan Hodges

Co-Treasurers John Foreman, Mike Mauriello

Co-Financial Secretaries ~ Rod Runestad, Phil Hart

Council Members Katie Benjamin, Jayce Getz, Emily Pauline, Ken Knudsen, Michelle Meadors, Steve

Myzk, Jonathan Hodges, Bill Gresham, Nicolina Strom-Jensen
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Welcome to St. Paul’s

In celebrating God’s beauty and strength created through diversity, we welcome, value, and include all of
God’s children regardless of race, culture, age, sexual orlentation, gender expression, ability, appearance, or
citizenship. St. Paul’s is committed to racial equality.

Admission to the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper is by invitation of our Lord, presented through the
Church to those who are baptized. If you are unable to receive Holy Communion at the altar, please notify an
usher to receive communion at your seat. All are welcome at the table for a blessing. We use red wine and
bread at communion, and offer grape juice and gluten-free wafers. Inform your server at the rail if you desire
cither.

Distribution of the Communion Elements take place as follows:
Exit the pew to the side aisles. Empty cups are obtained from the trays located by the front exit. Proceed to the
altar. Persons on the right side (lectern side) proceed to the back of the altar rail and fill forward towards the
front. The left side (pulpit side) proceed to the front of the altar rail and fill towards the back. After
communing, depart down the center aisle to your seat. Please place your cup in one of the baskets.
St. Paul’s Live Stream Policy
1.St. Paul’s Lutheran Church live streams the 11:00 AM setrvice every Sunday. The service is posted to
Vimeo and Facebook. In addition, special services may be live streamed.
2. The 8:30 AM service is not live streamed and is available for attendance by those who do not wish to be
recorded. For live streamed services there will be a “No Video Zone” designated in the Narthex.
3.1t is recommended that all livestream services include a disclaimer about the service being recorded,
posted on a visible location at the entrance of the sanctuary and written in the bulletin.
4. Children must have a sighed waiver from their parent or guardian before being recorded.
5. We will not share personal or identifying information while a service is being live streamed, this includes
during announcement, prayer requests, or the sermon.
Staff of St. Paul’s

Pastor Rev. Scott Anderson pastor@stpaulsdutham.otg
Duke Lutherans Pastor/
Associate Pastor Rev. Amanda Highben Amanda highben@duke.edu
Vicar Ashley Bowman vicar@stpaulsdurham.org
Church Secretary Heather Cain assistant@stpaulsdutham.otg
Minister of Music Susan Beschorner music@stpaulsdurham.org
Bookkeeper Alan Rigsbee bookkeepet(@stpaulsdurham.otg
Preschool Director Candace King pteschool@stpaulsdurham.otg
Property Manager Clark Brunner propetty@stpaulsdutham.org
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
1200 W. Cornwallis Rd., Durham, NC
https:/ /www.stpaulsdutham.otg/
(919) 489-3214
A memiber congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Amserica, North Carolina Synod




