
Catholic Schools and Catholic Social Teaching 
 
What is Catholic Social Teaching?  CST forms a philosophical frame work that the Church has developed 
since the late 19th century. 
 
In general Catholic Social Teaching (CST) typically references official messages on political, economic, 
and social issues conveyed by Church hierarchy, primarily through the offices of the Vatican and councils 
of bishops.  
 
Three central concepts from CST apply directly to the organization of Catholic schools: (a) human 
dignity, (b) the common good, and (c) a preferential option for the marginalized. 
 
(a.) CST attributes the intrinsic value of the human person, not to a social contract or utilitarian calculus, 
but to their formation in the image and likeness of God. 
 
(b.) CST asserts human dignity is relational, that the human dignity of a person is achieved only in 
community with others. By extension, by not treating a person in full community with others, we are 
neccessarily treating them with less dignity. The common good is a balance between individual rights 
and the good of the wider society, and includes a "notion of integral human development...that no one 
should be excluded from the benefits of social development." 
 
(c.) CST extends beyond the notions of human dignity and the common good by placing a preferential 
option for those individuals who society marginalizes. This teaching holds that the Church is obligated to 
first serve "those who suffer violence and are oppressed by unjust systems and structures." 
 
Catholic schools cannot claim to be truly Catholic if they do not diligently strive to adhere to the 
fundamental teachings of the Church, and Catholic social teaching unambiguously compels catholic 
institutions to treat those on the margins with dignity. 
 
CST compels Catholic schools to strive to included traditionally marginalized students, yet practices of 
exclusion and elitism in recruitment and retention of students by Catholic schools persist. 
 
(These quotes and statements are taken from "All Are Welcome: Inclusive Service Delivery in Catholic 
Schools" by Dr. Martin Scanlan.) 


