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Happy New Year to our Illinois Mayflower Society cousins! 
 

Your society has made 2023 year-end donations to these organiza-
tions that further our goals as a General Society of Mayflower De-
scendants member society: 
 

¶ Peoria Public Library 
 
¶ Arlington Heights Memorial Library 

 

¶ Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library and Museum 

 
¶ Newberry Library 

 

¶ Pilgrim Hall Museum 

 
¶ Plimoth Patuxet Museum 

 

¶ GSMD, in memory of recently deceased members 
 

Our Mayflower stories are historic, emotional and important, and 
these institutions serve to preserve and communicate our legacy as 
descendants. You can be proud of your role in making these dona-
tions possible. Thank you for your generosity and commitment. 
 

This newsletter recaps previous meetings and informs you of up-
coming events. This year, we are sponsoring a first-time Winter 
Zoom event featuring Adrian Gray from England on Feb. 4 (see 
page 9).  Be sure to note our scholarship award deadlines (page 10) 
and our Juniors program (page 12).  These are important and valua-
ble benefits for members of our society. 
 

Finally, I want to acknowledge my husband, Keith Wodarski, who 
took many of the photos in this issue. This is Keith at our kitchen 
counter, editing his work. We both hope you enjoy seeing familiar 
(in the true sense of that word) faces among our family photos. 
 

With warm regards, 
 

Ann Wilkerson 
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The Annual Meeting of the 

Society of Mayflower De-

scendants in the State of 

Illinois was held on Nov. 

18, 2023, at the Crowne 

Plaza Hotel in Springfield,  

Illinois. Deborah Domain 

gave the blessing at 11:45 

and the members enjoyed 

the special welcome Straw-

berry Tea Cocktail created 

for our luncheon by the 

hotel and later had fresh-

baked strawberry cookies 

arranged by Deputy Gover-

nor Julie Barnes. 

The meeting was called to 

order at 11:55 by Governor Ann Wilkerson who led the 

Pledge of Allegiance. Julie Barnes read the Mayflower 

Compact, followed by Annôs introduction of past gover-

nors and current officers. 

Ann called attention to the survey sheets on each table 

asking for driving information and suggestions for future 

meetings, speakers and programs. She announced that Co-

Historian Cary Stone-Greenstein had received Plymouthôs 

outstanding officer award for the job she did in training. 

Membership Secretary Don Sherman reported on member-

ship activity for the year and read the prayer from the First 

Thanksgiving. 

Seven first-time attendee new members to the Illinois So-

ciety were asked to come forward for an installation cere-

mony performed by Jane and Jessica Schleinzer. 

At 12:45, John Schellinger presented the report of his 

Nominating Committee. Motion passed to elect the fol-

lowing officers. 

Governor: Ann Wilkerson 

Deputy Governor: Julie Barnes 

Recording Secretary: Mary Morony 

Corresponding Secretary: Jessica Schleinzer 

Membership Secretary: Don Sherman 

Treasurer: John Schellinger 

Co-Historians: Barb Hofmann, Eva Blanco, Barbara Ryan, 

Mary Kerr, Roger Huddleston 

Cary Stone-Greenstein, Consulting Historian 

Newsletter Editor: Brett Johnson 

Finance Chairman: John Kemp 

Elder: Ella-Marie Ochowicz 

Counselor: Max Brown 

Captain: Deborah Domain 

Assistants: Judy Mayo, Carol Wood, Linda Baker, Linda 

Wingstrom (also Scholarship Chairman) 

Webmaster: Karen Seda 

Junior Committee Chairman: Nicole Mauser-Storer 

At 12:50 the meeting was recessed for a program given by 

reenactor Pam Brown as Mary Lincoln. After the program, 

Family Photos Chairman Mary Mucciante announced the 

procedure for the group photos. Ann announced a Feb. 4 

Zoom presentation on the Mayflower ancestors in the UK 

and the Netherlands by tour leader Adrian Gray. Julie 

Barnes announced the May 18, 2024 Spring Luncheon will 

be held at Maggianoôs in Oak Brook. Jane Schleinzer an-

nounced there were copies of the most recent directory 

available. 

Deborah Domain gave the benediction, and the meeting 

was adjourned at 1:30 pm. 

Mary Morony, recording secretary 

Minutes from the 2023 Annual Meeting 
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Strawberries and Shadows 
Fall lunch presentation focuses on 
Mary Todd Lincolnôs final days  
living in the White House 

With the Illinois Mayflower Societyôs fall luncheon in 
Springfield, the theme fittingly featured Mary Todd 
Lincoln.   

The meal highlighted strawberries, a favorite of Mary 
Todd Lincoln, in a strawberry spring salad, strawberry 
shortcake, strawberry decorated cookies and a special 
strawberry tea cocktail from the bar. 

Pam Brown performed her one-woman production of 
ñTaking Leave,ò the story of Mary Lincolnôs last day 
in the White House as she packed both her remaining 
cherished possessions and her memories. 

Her last box, containing a scroll of election results and 
some scraps of newspaper clippings, evokes memories 
of Mary Toddôs courtship with ñMr. Lincoln,ò and 
their early days living in one room of an eight-room 
boarding house filled with the clangs of the neighbor-
ing blacksmith shop, clapper bells ringing at all hours 
as guests arrived and the cacophony of lobbyists in the 
foyer. 

Though a modest beginning, those days in the boister-
ous boarding house may have been some of Mary 
Toddôs happiest. Her arrival in the White House coin-
cided with the onset of the Civil War, tragically tearing 
apart not just the country but her own family, as her 
sisterôs husband chose to fight for the Confederacy.   

Despite her efforts to entertain and raise the spirits of 
Union leaders, Mary Todd Lincoln encountered only 
shadows ï the deaths of her father, her sisterôs husband 
and her sons Eddie and Willie. Her time in the White 
House seemed consumed with ñnothing but ever dark-
ening shadows.ò 

Dressed in a billowing black dress with black lace 
gloves and a black veil pulled over her hair, Pam 
Brownôs portrayal of Mary Todd Lincoln was as a 
shadow herself.   

As the war concludes, Mary once more ñsaw the shad-
ows creeping across the meadowò when she relays the 
story of Mr. Lincolnôs prescient dream two days before 
their fateful trip to the theater: one of someone dead in 
the East Room of the White House, to which a soldier, 
when asked who it was, responded, ñthe president.ò 

Her last trunk packed and loaded, Mary Todd Lincoln 
leaves the stage with the only possessions that matter, 
sighing ñI have my Robert, I have my Tad, I have my 
memories.ò 

- Roger Huddleston 
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Illinois Mayflower Society annual meeting, 
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fall luncheon at Crowne Plaza Springfield 

Above: Laurie Burke and Tammy Gipson look at a dis-

play during the annual meeting in Springfield, which 

shows the silhouettes of the Mayflower passengers, with 

a second chart below it highlighting those who survived 

the first winter. 

Top right: Jane Schleinzer and John Schellinger wel-

come guests to the luncheon. 

Right: John Kemp arrives at the luncheon with Julie Ly-

ons and Marti Kemp 

Bottom left: A silent book auction brought in $247. 

Bottom right: Jessica Schleinzer lights candles in 

memory of the ancestors of the new members being wel-

comed. 


