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Monthly Meetings – New Location and Time 
Mark your calendar.  We’ll be taking January and February off, so our first meeting of 2023 will be 

Wednesday, March 1st at 7 p.m.  Note the change of time and location – we will be meeting at United 

Lutheran Church 3630 N. Rockton Ave.  It’s on the corner of Rockton Ave. and Riverside Blvd.  Thanks to 

Craig Sheridan for arranging a meeting place for us. 

 

PURPOSE OF THE CLUB 
The purpose of this chapter is to 

promote the interests of the public in 

the preservation and restoration of 

antique autos, particularly the Model T 

Fords, their accessories, lore, and 

literature. 

MEMBERS WORKING FOR YOU:  
President  Aaron Crandall 

Vice President Steve Kindell 

Secretary   Deb Werner 

Treasurer   Jay Larson 

President Emeritus  Steve Kindell 

Directors  Bill Werner  

Craig Sheridan 

Duane Bunton 

Dave Lantz 

Newsletter Editor Kurt Duesterhoeft  

Little Hershey 

Swap Meet  Dave Lantz 

Sunshine Persons Duane & Cathy Bunton 

 

AT A GLANCE – CALENDAR OF UPCOMING CLUB EVENTS 
Date Time Event Location 
No meeting in February 

Wednesday March       1 7:00 p.m. Monthly 
Meeting 

United Lutheran Church 
3630 N. Rockton Ave. 

      
You can find all the local car shows and cruise nights at Bill Werner’s website by clicking 

https://rockfordcruisenights.weebly.com/events.html. 

 

https://rockfordcruisenights.weebly.com/events.html
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Those celebrating this month: 

Birthdays  
Vi Zavagli 2/2 
Becky Wong 2/12 
John Wong 2/14 
Dean Wanfalt 2/24 
Kathy Larson 2/26 

 

On the Mend 
Jeff Kennedy is back home after a brief stay at Van Matre.  We wish him well on the road to recovery. 

 

2023 International Meet 
“Beer, Cheese, and Model T’s” is the theme of the International 

Meet scheduled for July 16 – 21, 2023 at Devil’s Head Resort in 

Merrimac, WI.  The Meet is not likely to be this close again for 

many years.  So start thinking about attending!  For more 

information or to get email updates, go to the tour website: 

https://www.2023modelttour.com/ 

The website was recently updated and now includes information 

on the daily tours.  You can register on-line for the hotel using 

the link below.  Use Group Code 71623MTF when you register to 

get the special rate.  Lodge/Inn/Premier Rooms should be $119 

per night plus tax.  Suites should be $139 per night plus tax. 

https://www.devilsheadresort.com/lodging-condos-resort-sauk-merrimac-wi-wisconsin/ 

Alternatively, you can call (608) 493-2204 and press 1 to get reservations.  Ask for the Model T Ford block 

of rooms. 

Thank you 
The following is a thank you note that Joe Maurer sent to Car Quest thanking them for supporting our 

overnight tour last fall: 

Attn: Mr. Dave Ihus 

The Rockford Model T Ford Club would like to express our appreciation for the generous 
donation Car Quest made for the drawing on our overnight tour in October.  Our tour took 
secondary roads to Dubuque Iowa with an overnight at the Grand Harbor Resort.  We used 
your gift in a drawing while on the tour. 

Again, we would like to thank you very much. 

Joe Maurer

https://www.2023modelttour.com/
https://www.devilsheadresort.com/lodging-condos-resort-sauk-merrimac-wi-wisconsin/
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Here’s a list of proposed activities for 2023.  Some folks have already stepped 

up and volunteered to host an event, but we still have lots of opportunities.  

When is the last time you hosted an event?  It’s only through volunteering 

that the club can continue to keep our hobby active. 

 

 

  

Date Event Host/Chair

Event Location or 

Meeting Place

April Ladies Day Out

April Tech Seminar

April Dust Off Tour

April 23rd Annual Banquet Sheryl Stier

May 18th Little Hershey Set Up Dave Lantz Boone County Fairgrounds

May 20th Little Hershey Dave Lantz Boone County Fairgrounds

May 29th Memorial Day Parade Steve Kindell Downtown Rockford

June 4th Model A Day Dean Wanfalt?? Sharon, WI

June Dairy Breakfast Duane Bunton

July 4th
Kirkland 4th of July 

Parade
Duane Bunton

Baumann Park

Cherry Valley

July 16th - 22nd
International Tour

Devil's Head Resort

Merrimac, WI

(608) 493-2204

July Surprise Tour

August
Sycamore Steam 

Show

September Overnight Tour

October Fall Tour

TBD Christmas Party
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Rockford’s Model T Connection – Part II 
Last month we looked at Model T auxiliary transmissions that were made in Rockford.  But those weren’t 

the only aftermarket parts made right here in Screw City.  If you’ve been following the recent articles in 

the Model T Times on shock absorbers (or snubbers as they were called back then), you may have noticed 

Rockford was also manufacturing those.  The Burd High Compression Ring Company was located at 23rd 

Avenue and 10th Street.  They were well known for their piston rings and then started producing snubbers.  

In 1938 Burd sponsored a Miller race car which won the Indianapolis 500.  The building shown below 

eventually became “Plant 2” of Sundstrand Aviation according to Wayne Orrison who used to work there.  

It was razed in the 1990’s and is now a parking lot for the Collins Aerospace complex.  Does anyone have 

Burd piston rings or Burd Gilman snubbers in their stash of parts?  Bring them to the March meeting! 

 

Looking southwest, 23rd Avenue is in the foreground and is still a dirt road in this picture 

 

What appears to be an artist’s rendering, looking northeast, 23rd Avenue is in the foreground 
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Vintage advertisements touting the 

benefits of Burd piston rings and Burd 

Gilman shock absorbers. 
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