I grew up reading a newspaper.  


Or I should confess, 



reading the headlines, 




and then a few articles.  

I suspect that I am not the only one, 


based on the way newsfeeds are set up on the internet.  

Those are set up with only the headlines 


and you have to click 


or pay a subscription 



to get the article to find out more.  

We are usually okay getting our news this way, 


until it comes to the end of the world prophecies.

Chapter 14 is an onslaught of one image after another.  


If you remember going through Revelation, 



it was “then I saw, 



then I saw.”  


Zechariah has been, 



“On that day, 



on that day.” 




as it jumps from one image to the next.  

The images are big jumps too.  


We go from the mountains opening up 


to people melting 



much like Steven Spielberg used for the Raiders of the Lost Ark 




after the Nazi's open the Ark of the Covenant.  

In these events, 


we get the headlines of what will happen on that day, 



but not a chronological, 



tightly woven together outline of the whole process 




and how it all came to be.  

The question is why?  


Why just these various headlines 



for how life will be when the Messiah comes in final judgement?

If you study eschatological theology at all, 

that is how this period of our existence will come to a conclusion, 


you will quickly discover what you are feeling in response to these images 



is not just you.  


You want the full story laid out 



and all the pieces put in order.  


Many people have spilled gallons of ink 



trying to put all the pieces of the prophets 



and the New Testament into one cohesive story.  


Each claiming that their version is the correct one 



and they have not missed out on any prophecy.  

These interpretations have real world consequences.   


For instance, 



if you visit the mount of Olives today, 




you will find a good portion of it filled with graves.  


This prophecy of the mountain splitting 



led to people being buried on the mount facing west, 




so that they would see the Lord return 





and be among the first to be resurrected.  


Zionism 


and the US' interaction with the state of Israel 



also play into many of these interpretations. 

With so much riding on our understanding of this and other passages, 


why do we get only flashes or headlines, 



and not a full description?

The reason we get only the headlines, 


“War coming, 


the Lord returns, 


Chaos ensues, 


Massive Weather changes, 



New Rivers, 



New Jerusalem, 


No Crime, 


Opponents crushed, 


Retribution paid, 


Pending drought, 



All is Holy” 


is because 



this description is given in order to provide hope, 


not a timeline of upcoming events.  

We often under estimate how important hope is. 


How much it can change our everyday outlook 


and attitude in fulfilling our calling.  

I know I confided in at least a few people 


that I was tired and impatient this summer.  

I saw all kinds of ways to serve this community, 


but had no energy to make it happen.  

So when we received the Sabbatical Grant, 


I suddenly felt as if I had caught my 9th wind.  



We passed second wind 7 years ago.  


These last two months 



have been full of life and energy, 



because I had hope.  


I only have headlines about what my sabbatical will entail, 



but that is enough 




to allow me to trust that God is faithful and good still.

As God was giving Israel hope through Zechariah, 


at first it may seem like he needs to go 



and rethink how to bring hope.  

Verse 2 does not really read like a hallmark card, 


“I will gather all the nations to Jerusalem to fight against it; 



the city will be captured, 



the houses ransacked, 



and the women raped. 


Half of the city will go into exile, 



but the rest of the people will not be taken from the city.”  

At the same time, 


it puts a reality to the people.  

Yes, 


you are free from Exile, 



but the Messiah's work is still to come.  



The world still needs a Savior.  


Suffering and death are still a thing.

But then the hope comes. 


 Not just in half will get to stay, 


but that God will march out 



and fight the godless nations.  

If we were going to take verse 3 at face value, 


we would say Israel needs less weapons 


instead of more.  

For it is God that is doing the fighting, 


not man.  



Man does not rip a mountain apart, 



man does not change the weather 




or change the effects of the sun and daylight.  


Those are all God actions.  

That is what the people need to know.  


Trust that God will make everything right. 


 There will be living water flowing both East and West from Jerusalem, a



cross the now barren dessert.  

Most of all, 


Yahweh will be King over all the earth, 



no one else.

The work you are doing now 


may not last, 


but it is part of the legacy.  

What you are building now 


will have an effect on what will someday never fall.  


Your lives will echo into the future.  

This is where hope is born.

Verse 12-14 might inspire nightmares 


more than hope at first.  

But when you have been hurt bad enough, 


they might sound a little light.  

This horrible and traumatic death 


is enough to make someone think twice about messing with Israel.  

As a loved child, 


to hear that your Father loves you so much 



that he would rot the flesh off those that would hurt you as they walk, 


should tell us that our Father cares for us.  



A sword or arrow would be too kind.  


I thought about bringing Liam Neeson in to read this part, 



but the travel schedule did not work out.  

But we know that God is passionate about his people.  


He will provide for them 



when life seems the darkest.  


Those that brought so much shame into their life 



will not live to talk about it for long.

Verse 16 tells of the outfall of such judgement.  


Everyone is now worshipping Yahweh as king.  

If they start to drift away 


and think that they are fine without God, 



then no rain will fall.  

Even Egypt, 


who is not too concerned about the lack of rain, 


because they had figured out how to irrigate off the Nile, 



we are told will feel the effects.  

They too 


will be bound to being directly dependent upon the Lord 



for life and sustenance.

The final piece that gives hope, 


is that everything will be valued 


or elevated.  

Cooking pots 

and bells on horses


 will have “Holy to the Lord” upon them.  

This is a change in perspective.  

You really don't need to inherit your mother's fine china.  


On that day, 



everything will be priceless and holy.  


The rice maker and the slow cooker 



will be part of God's redemptive plan.  

So you are not laboring in vain.  

God will use all that we have 


to glorify his name.  

God is using all that we have 


to glorify his name, 



we are just not seeing it right now.  

But if we have a few headlines about what is ahead, 


it changes how we live right now.  

If we know things will not always continue this way, 


we have the vision to start working towards how they will be.

One of evil's more believable lies is, 


nothing will ever change.  

So just put your head down 


and don't make any waves.  

Succumb to the forces of this world, 


nothing your do or say can alter it.  

God gives us headlines like these, 


to counter that lie.  

We see that at any time, 


the Messiah can return, 



stand on the Mount of Olives, 



and change the course of human history.  

The brokenness of humanity 


has been on Jerusalem's doorstep 



from Zechariah's day 



until now.  

We don't need things to escalate anymore 


than what is currently happening 



for the Lord to be justified in appearing 



and starting to rot body parts off his enemies.

I pray that you have hope in what the Lord has already done

 and what he promises he will do.  


If those promises exist for you, 



you will have a much easier time letting hope flourish in your life, 




no matter what comes before you.
