Back in my Search and Rescue days, 


one of the hardest things for me was prioritizing care.  

You finally find someone after an extensive search


and I was ready to move them into town.  

I would have the ropes out and set up, 


to come back and find the medical team still doing the full body exam.  

What they were doing was right and good, 


it was just hard to wait for.  


My job was to get them out 



and I was ready to do that.  

But if their broken leg was not stabilized, 


me getting them out of the area was not going to be appreciated.

Isaiah tells us of God's reaction 


to us trying to heal a relationship, 



without taking the proper protocols to address the open wounds.  


Yes, 



we are getting out of the woods, 



but we are refusing to look at the issue that caused us to need help.  

We are tossing our relationship on the rescue litter 


and ignoring the broken bones 


and the profuse bleeding.  

Why?  


Because it takes time, 


it requires us to change our ways.  

Everyone can see the public works of ropes 


and 8 people carrying you down a mountain.  

The splinting of bones 


and compression wraps of the bleeding is a more private affair.

Last week in Ezekiel, 


we heard of God's great hospitality towards us.  


Of even preparing the Mountains to be ready to greet us.  



The lengths he was willing to go 




to not be recognized as a stranger by us anymore.  

This passage out of Isaiah 


makes it clear how we responded to God.  

In this scene, 


God is actually taking us to court, 



the heavens and the earth are asked to judge.  



The charge is rebellious children.  




God claims that the ox and donkey are wiser than we are.  

Verse 4 is not a great reference for us, 


“Ah, sinful nation, 



a people loaded with guilt, 



a brood of evildoers, 



children given to corruption! 


They have forsaken the Lord; 


they have spurned the Holy One of Israel 



and turned their backs on him.” 




Not exactly a 5 star review.  

But as we talk about welcoming the stranger, 


turning our backs on our host 



is our reaction to our welcome.  

Children in rebellion of their parents


has been the pain of every parent.  

I am aware there will be greater hurdles ahead for our family, 


but the first times Eva told me 



she “didn't need a daddy.”




it cut deep.

God has to ask us why we keep doing this to ourselves?  


Verses 5 and 6 work with my injured person image, 


verses 7-9 spell it out in practical terms.  

We are like people with a broken leg 


who think they can still make it down the trail by themselves.  



Refusing help or rescue, 




they do further damage.  



Turning a hairline fracture 




into a compound fracture, 



the pain of which causes them to stumble, 




hit their head on a rock 





and add in a head wound as well.  


We have gone from bad to worse.  
Isaiah then spells out 


that the cities under siege 


or left in ruins 



is because of their rebellion.  

Then he highlights a reality 


that all we self proclaimed “good people” 



don't want to acknowledge.  

If it were not for God's grace, 

if we were left to rule the world by our own devices, 


there would be nothing left.  

The fact that we have not blown up this planet, 


is not because of some inherent trait for goodness within us.  

It is because we have a God that intercedes 


before we go too far.  

If it were not for God, 


Judah would be like Sodom and Gomorrah.  


We are cut from the same cloth as the people in those two places.

When we hear this, 


we are slow to accept it.  

We are quick to point to the kinds things we have done.  


Whether that is the sacrifices 



and observance of feasts.  


Or our church attendance, 



the money we give to charity, 



and the love we have for family and friends.  

These however are just acts, 


if our heart is not engaged with them.  

If our heart is, 


our love goes beyond family and friends, 



it extends to the stranger.  



The ones we do not know, 




but serve nonetheless.  

We hear again that sacrifices are meaningless 


without the heart behind them.  

But are we ready to hear an even more scathing response?  


“I will not listen to your prayers?”  

You may be checking the rule book to see if this is possible.  


Doesn't God have to listen to our prayers?  

This is where that common closer to prayers comes into play.  


“We pray in Jesus' name.”  
When the character of our requests 


does not align with God's character or name, 



we don't find God responding to our requests as we desire.  


Israel's hands are covered in blood, 


they are in the midst of rebellion, 



and still feel God has a duty to respond to their request.  

God has responded, 


he has sent the prophets to call them back to the ways of God.  



They have ignored them.

What does God recommend they do?  

First, 


we should see that scripture acknowledges that we can't undo the past.  



There is no way of going back 




and undoing what has been done.  

But there is a way forward through repentance.  


We are told to wash our bloody hands.  



“Stop doing wrong, 




learn to do right! 



Seek justice, 



encourage the oppressed. 



Defend the cause of the fatherless, 




plead the case of the widow.”  


Live in a new way.  


Live with a heart open to God and his ways.  



Not just externally.  



But internally as well.  

A life that is ready to serve God, 


rather than manipulate God.  

We know the difference in the people we serve out of love 


and the people we serve to manipulate them.  

When it happens to us, 


we know how cheap we feel.  

God desires something more.

God is willing to do something more.  


Somehow, 



he will make our sins that are like scarlet, 



white like snow.  

He did this through his Son, 


coming among us, 


having his blood shed, 



so that we might find ourselves holy and pure, 



pristine like freshly fallen snow.  

God is willing to do this for us, 

he has done this for us.  


The question is as it always has been, 



“Will we respond?”  

“If you are willing and obedient, 


you will eat the best from the land; 

but if you resist and rebel, 


you will be devoured by the sword.”  

Will we learn to welcome the stranger that has welcomed us, 


or will we rebel yet again?  

Will we ride in the rescue litter 


or try to walk down the mountain again on our own with a broken leg?
