CITY OF OSKALOOSA, KS
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
212 W WASHINGTON STREET
JANUARY 21, 2026 * 7:00PM
*********************************************************************************************************************

GOVERNING BODY MEMBERS PRESENT
John Norman, Mayor
Ken Newell, Council President
Mike Smith, Council
Chauncey Young, Council
Dorothy Malsbury, Council
Vikkie Metzger, Council

OFFICIALS PRESENT
Patty Hamm, City Clerk
Paul Bolinger, Chief of Police
Nathaniel Copp, City Superintendent
Todd Luckman, City Attorney

PUBLIC PRESENT
Garret Tufte, American Surveying
Marty Trieb, 709 Hamilton Street
Kyle Demencius, 400 Elm Street
Vince Cox, Attorney, Sunset Mobile Home Park
Donna Huffman, 301 Jefferson Street

CALL TO ORDER
John Norman, Mayor, called the regular meeting of the Oskaloosa City Council to order at 7:00pm.

OATHS OF OFFICE
Patty Hamm, City Clerk, administered the oaths of office to Council Members Mike Smith, Dorothy Malsbury and Vikkie Metzger.

PUBLIC

Yoder Vacation Requests
Garrett Tufte presented the City Council with street vacation requests for the plat by Joel Yoder. Todd Luckman advised that he needs the legal descriptions of each street in order to prepare the ordinances for Council review. No action taken; issue tabled until next Council meeting.

Sunset Mobile Home Park
Vince Cox informed the Council that he is the legal representative for the Sunset Mobile Home Park and they have served eviction notices upon the owners of Lots #9 and #10. He reported the eviction is currently in the judicial process. John Norman thanked Mr. Cox for his cooperation and reminded him that no permit will be issued to the park until the park is in full compliance with code enforcement issues. Donna Huffman asked if the Council is allowing public comment on the subject and John Norman replied no public comment at this time.

POLICE / CODE ENFORCEMENT / ANIMAL CONTROL
Paul Bolinger reported the 2014 Tahoe has been delivered to Wichita to change out the interior with the new Tahoe. 

Paul Bolinger submitted cost estimates to the Council for the addition to the City Shop and to City Hall. Paul added that the City Hall bid does not include electrical or plumbing. Ken Newell stated that his opinion is the shop is more of a priority in order to get all of the equipment out of the weather; noting that the police vehicles are already housed inside without issue. Ken Newell made a motion to accept the bid from Freeman Miller Construction in the amount of $48,200 for the construction of the City Shop addition. Chauncey Young seconded the motion. Vote: Yes=5, No=0; Motion Carried.
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John Norman suggested the Council consider implementing a Code Compliance Board. Todd Luckman will prepare a draft ordinance for Council review at next month’s meeting. Council agreed to a three member board.

UTILITIES
Nathaniel Copp reported on jetting the sewers after an issue at the south end of Liberty Street. He advised it takes approximately six weeks to run the jetter through the whole town.

Nathaniel Copp reported on the KDHE Inspection of the lagoon system, stating that there is grease build up on the float switches at the wet wells of the lift station that needs to be addressed. Nathaniel noted the City is in compliance with any maintenance issues and passed inspection.

Nathaniel Copp reported the backhoe was delivered but had to be returned because it did not have the quick connect attachment. Nathaniel advised he would like to add the grapple attachment. Council directed Nathaniel to get price estimates for the next meeting.

John Norman reported the maintenance staff are having difficulties when doing snow removal with the amount of cars on Cherokee Street; it’s not wide enough for the equipment because the cars are in the way. Vikkie Metzger made a motion to approve parking on the East Side of Cherokee Street only from Warren Street to Lawrence Street. Dorothy Malsbury seconded the motion. Vote: Yes=5, No=0; Motion Carried.

John Norman asked for Council input regarding upkeep on the alleys. Nathaniel Copp stated there are too many alleys in the City to maintain and the alleys have always been the homeowners responsibility to maintain. Council discussed paving the alleys that surround the downtown square. Nathaniel will add that to the street project for 2026.

EXECUTIVE SESSION
Ken Newell made a motion to adjourn to Executive Session at 7:42pm for ten minutes for Personnel Exception to discuss Employee Performance. Mike Smith seconded the motion. Vote: Yes=5, No=0; Motion Carried. Public Session resumed at 7:52pm. John Norman announced no binding action taken. 

PARK & POOL
John Norman reported that an ad will be placed soon for the hiring of summer pool staff.

LEGAL COUNSEL
Todd Luckman reported that the Judge has issued an order for the specials tax on 310 Liberty Street.

NEW BUSINESS
Patty Hamm reported that LRS Sanitation Services has been purchased by GFL Environmental, Inc.

Patty Hamm reported that Jefferson County has received $480,800 for the SS4A grant; some of which will be paid out to the cities that applied with the County.

MEETING MINUTES
Ken Newell made a motion to approve the minutes of the December 17, 2025 regular Council meeting as written. Chauncey Young seconded the motion. Vote: Yes=3, No=0, Abstain=2 (Dorothy Malsbury and Vikkie Metzger); Motion Carried.

FINANCE
Ken Newell made a motion to approve the financial report and vouchers as presented. Chauncey Young seconded the motion. Vote: Yes=5, No=0; Motion Carried.

John Norman asked for input on the City taking over the fees assessed to customers when paying by e-check or credit/debit cards. Patty Hamm reported to do so would cost the City approximately $6000. No action taken.
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EXECUTIVE SESSION
Mike Smith made a motion to adjourn to Executive Session at 8:40pm for fifteen minutes for Personnel Exception to discuss employee salaries. Chauncey Young seconded the motion. Vote: Yes=5, No=0; Motion Carried. Public Session resumed at 8:55pm. John Norman announced no binding action taken.

OLD BUSINESS
Ken Newell made a motion to give the current employees a 3% raise with the exception of Courtney Barnes who is to receive $1.00 per hour raise. Dorothy Malsbury seconded the motion. Vote: Yes=5, No=0; Motion Carried.

John Norman asked for a special meeting to discuss comprehensive plans for the future of the City. Council agreed to meet on February 4, 2026 at 6:00pm.

ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business to discuss, Dorothy Malsbury made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 9:00pm. Chauncey Young seconded the motion. Vote: Yes=5, No=0 Motion Carried.


							
John Norman, Mayor


ATTEST:
							
Patty A. Hamm, City Clerk


Minutes Approved: 	FEBRUARY 18, 2026		

