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“I F YOU
E DUC AT E A
WOM A N,
YOU E DUC AT E
A N AT ION .”
Af rican proverb

AWEF was started in
2004 by a small group of
committed individuals
in Croton-on-Hudson,
NY. AWEF members
believe that the education of girls and women
is a powerful antidote
to the cycle of poverty,
ignorance and violence
that has increasingly
engulfed so many parts
of our world.
To this end, AWEF is
doing its small part by
providing secondary
education to deserving
girls and young women
in Kenya, Tanzania,
Zambia and Zimbabwe.
The young women we
support are poor, often
orphaned, or living with
one parent or relative,
and several siblings, but
all have shown academic
promise and a desire to
complete their education.
At AWEF every dollar
donated goes directly to
the education of young
women. Since its inception the AWEF Board of
Directors has donated
all operating expenses.
With your generosity
we are doing our part to
help improve the future
of these young women,
their families, and their
communities.
Since its local beginning
AWEF has expanded to
include donors from 17
states across the country plus the District

Mathare slum

“Unbelievable”

Some of our board
members have made trips to Africa over the years to meet
both our contacts there and some of the girls we support.
The last trip was in April, when treasurer and board
member Rich Snow attended, at his own expense, a Conference on International Schooling in Nairobi, Kenya
that his daughter-in-law was running. Rich sponsored
several of our AWEF girls for the conference, as well as
David Kamau, who helped start the Mamma Africa Secondary School in Thika, Kenya, which many of the girls
we sponsor now attend. Here is Rich’s report to the board:

although we have all read and heard a lot about
what the poverty is like in parts of Africa, and why
education is so very important, especially for girls,
you really have no idea of the reality of this until you
see it for yourself. It is appalling and absolutely heartbreaking.
And perhaps nowhere is it worse than in Nairobi’s
Mathare slum, where many of our Kenyan students and
their families live or have lived. Some 600,000 men,
women and children live in an area of less than three
square miles. The shanties for two families are 6x8 feet,
made of corrugated metal, with dirt floors and cloth
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“doors”. No running water, no sanitation, no electricity!!!
There are public toilets shared by up to 100
people, and residents who cannot pay to use them
must use the alleys and ditches between the shanties. So-called “flying toilets” are plastic bags used by
the residents at night, then thrown into the Nairobi
River, which is the source of the residents’ water supply. UNBELIEVABLE!
David set up Mamma Africa out of town to give
these kids a break from the slum environment while
also giving them an education, which in turn gives
them an opportunity to permanently get out of that
situation. The dormitories, classrooms and cooking
facilities at the secondary school are extremely basic,
and in a speech welcoming me, one of the pupils said
that “in our daily routine, we have encountered several challenges which beg for help”—noting that the
school doesn’t have a sufficient water supply, enough
textbooks and other learning materials, and even
enough of an item as basic as sanitary pads for the girls.
Going into this I had been promoting the fact
that our little grass roots local charity had grown from
supporting 3 girls the first year to 71 this year. Wow!?
Nice but holy cow is there the need for so much more!

A W E F
of Columbia! Please see
our calendar for future
opportunities to participate. Visit our website
www.awef.org for a
more in-depth history
of AWEF and to learn
about alternate giving.
To make a donation by
mail: AWEF, 104 Grand
Street, Croton-onHudson, NY 10520.
To be added to our
mailing list please go to
info@awef.org and send
us your name, mailing address and email address.
By adding your name to
our email list we save
mailing costs which is
most appreciated.
Like us on Facebook@
African Women’s Education Fund

CALENDAR
Karibu Dinners
ongoing nationwide
Spring Cocktail Party

What next?

we are proud of all the students who work hard
at their studies in secondary school, even if, for reasons beyond their control (often chaotic family situations) they are not able to complete the four years. Any
education helps. It is estimated that even one year of
school attendance can add as much as 20 percent to a
girl’s future income. And there are so many intangibles
beyond the earning potential, such as self esteem, confidence and becoming role models.
Of those who graduate from secondary school,
some have gone on to start businesses or get employment, while others have gotten into university.
As an example, six of the eight students we were
sponsoring in their final year at Mamma Africa last
year graduated and are now in university studying social
work, journalism, education, IT and law. They come
back to Mamma Africa during their school vacations
to mentor the girls still there.
And some of our young women have already completed their university studies. They call themselves
AWEF Alumnae One, and their chairperson is a woman
named Silvia who is a sales manager at Equity Bank.
One of the useful services they undertake is to donate
menstrual pads to schools where there is a shortage.

Every Little Bit Helps>>

Joyce, Christa and Doreen, three of our students in
Tanzania. Doreen says that “unlike most uneducated girls,
who get married at 14, 15 or 16, a girl who goes to school
cannot accept getting married at that young age.”

AWEF women’s cocktail party, April 2018

Future events will be
posted on our website,
www.awef.com.
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“I was a young girl.
I raised my voice and I
could change the world.
And I believe there are
other young girls out there that
if you give them support, they
can raise their voice and they
can change the world.”
– Nobel Peace Prize winner Malala Yousafzai

A Good Year>>

As Rich mentioned in his
front-page story, we are supporting 71 girls this school
year. That is compared to 51 last year. Thank you for
making 20 additional girls' dreams come true! With
the generous help of our supporters, we believe we can
do even better next year.

AWEF is a
participating organization in Amazon Smile. If you
shop on the smile.amazon.com website (rather than
the regular amazon.com site) 0.5% of what you spend
on eligible purchases will go to AWEF. To get started, just go to smile.amazon.com and select AWEF as
your chosen charity. The website will then remember
your selection every time you shop. Smile!

THE UNITED NATIONS HAS DESIGNATED OCTOBER 11 THE INTERNATIONAL DAY OF THE GIRL CHILD.
YOU SEE HOW MUCH STILL NEEDS TO BE DONE FOR GIRLS IN AFRICA. PLEASE HELP AWEF HELP THE GIRLS.

We thank all who have so graciously contributed their time, talent and resources in support of our mission to educate young
women in Africa. With small efforts such as ours we are contributing to making a better life for African women, their families
and communities. AWEF is a 501(c) (3), tax-exempt organization. www.awef.org
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