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ARE YOU READY FOR THE COMING OF 

JESUS? 
 

 

It may be difficult to fully appreciate the extent of the 

suffering that the Jewish people underwent during the years 

of their exile in Babylon.  Nebuchadnezzar’s army had 

defeated Judah, the temple was destroyed, and the people 

were deported from the Promised 

Land.  It would have been easy to lose 

hope, not knowing how long they 

would be without a home.   The 

author of this section of Isiah wrote 

during this bleak time.  It would have been natural to write 

a diatribe or a lament.  But he wrote a message of hope, a 

book of consolation as it is often called.  One can hope that 

it consoled the faithful, giving them a vision of redemption.  

Such a vision can sustain us as we suffer trials in our own 

time. 

 

The author of Second Peter wrote during an interesting era.  

A hundred years or so after the Resurrection, Christians still 

anticipated that Jesus would return in glory any day.  We 

still believe this, but we are not surprised when another 

year, or indeed our entire lifetime 

goes by without it happening.  But 

at this time, in the second century, 

Christians were just gradually 

coming to accept the reality that the 

parousia, the Second Coming, was 

not right around the corner.  This 

may have led to consternation 

among the faithful and derision 

from nonbelievers.  Second Peter 

makes the observation that God’s perspective of time is 

nothing like ours, so “one day” could be ”a thousand 

years” (2Peter3:8).  He then attributes this delay as a sign of 

God’s patience, giving time for all to repent and become 

holy. 

In order to prepare people for the coming of Jesus, John the 

Baptist invited them to repent and be forgiven.  The water 

of the Jordan River symbolized the cleansing of sin that 

baptism brought to the believer.  It also symbolized the 

renewal of life after being parched in the desert, as John 

was, as Isiah was, as the people in exile were, as we still 

can be today. 

 

Question for the Week 

In what ways do I feel parched, spiritually or emotionally?  

How can Jesus’ presence satisfy my thirst?  How can I 

prepare myself for Christ’s presence? 

 

Blessings on you and your loved ones. 

 

    Fr. Raphael Ezeh, MSP 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The penny drive for the school in Abuja was a great 

success. We raised $626 that we will be sending to 

the Missionary Society of St Paul to help support 

the school which they run. That's over 60,000 

pennies! Thanks to all for supporting the religious 

education children's project.  

BE “INFORMED” FOR DECEMBER 

We hope you are enjoying the free parish subscription to 

www.formed.org which gives you access to quality Catholic on 

line programs, movies, audios, and books. Simply register with 

parish code YWHDC2 and enjoy.  Today is the Second Sunday 

of Advent.  Study:  Advent, Session 2: Trust in God. Tuesday is 

the Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe. Watch:  Guadalupe:  the 

Miracle and Message or listen to, Our Lady of Guadalupe and 

St. Juan Diego. Contact Cheryl Duda at 914-476-6676 if you 

have any questions.   

Our SOCIAL MINISTRY COMMITTEE is having a special 

food drive to provide Christmas baskets to some less 
fortunate brothers and sisters.  What we need to 

complete this year’s baskets are:  candy, cookies, 

juices, some turkeys, hams and desserts.  These food 

items should be brought to the church  before the 

Masses on Saturday evening (December 16th) or the Sunday 

morning Masses (December 17th).  Thank you for your 

generosity 

THE OPPORTUNITY FOR CONFESSION 
(SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION)

BEFORE CHRISTMAS IS: 
Monday, December 18th 

 

Throughout the Archdiocese of New York, 

Advent Reconciliation Monday, Monday, 

December 18th, gives Catholics the opportunity 

to go to any parish for confession between the 

hours of 4 p.m. to 8 p.m.  However, times for 

confession  at some parishes may vary. 

 

ST. BARTHOLOMEW’S CHURCH WILL 
HOLD CONFESSIONS FROM 3 P.M. TO 8 P.M. 

ON MONDAY, DECEMBER 18TH 
 

http://www.formed.org/


 

----------------------------------------- 

The following are left to donate: 

Advent and Christmas Candle Set 

PRAYER FOR ADVENT 
Dear God, as the Advent candles are lit 

In joyous anticipation of Your Son’s nativity, 

Remind us always of the reason for our joy. 

As the purple candles stands for both 

penance 

And atonement for sin, 

Give us the grace to do penance for our 

wrongs,  

And to love Christ, 

Whose sacrifice atoned for the sins of the whole world. 

But just as the rose candle stands 

For joy in the midst of suffering and expectation, 

Give us the joy of Your Son, Jesus Christ, Who came into a 

world that had so longed for its Savior, 

And made the angels themselves sing with joy at His birth. 

Amen. 

 
 
 
 

TITHING - GOD'S PLAN FOR GIVING 

Sunday Collection Update 

 
Amount Needed Weekly    $7,000.00 

Actual Received Last Sunday   $5,411.45 

Balance               -   $1,588.55 

*(Envelopes  $5,011.45. Online ($400.00) 

 

Amount Needed for Month of December $35,000.00 

Amount Collected Thus Far   $  5,411.45 

----------------------------------------- 

"Thank you to all those who are participating in our tithing 

program! May God bless and reward your sacrifices! For those 

who are not yet tithing, I encourage you to please give it a 

prayerful thought. Thank you! 

It’s time to sign up for on line giving with We Share.  Please 

contact the parish office or take a flyer and sign up sheet at 

the rear of the church. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Please pray for all the sick & the homebound members of our 

Parish, especially Marian Fletcher, Ann Lackner, Richard 

Meyers, Rosalie Heit, Andrea Objay, Audrey Falcone, Louis Brusco, 

Michael Tomanelli, Ariella Castillo, Gail Chappory, Randolph Castillo, 

Jr., Deacon Jim Byrne, Gregory Clemens, Mary Bryce, Anna Bonacci, 

Efrain Arzola, Henry Joseph, Deacon Bob Clemens, Carolyn Cesta, 

William Bodack, Joseph Mahoney, Mary De Santis, Leticia Agosto, 

Manuel Obalde, Jr., Gina Obalde, Rosalia Guzman, Ann McGarry, 

Daniel Pezzola, Brittany Arzola, Ron and Sally Petro, Anthony Guarente, 

Theresa Venturino, Nicholas Arzola, Angela Lutomski, Richard (Dick) 

Novak, and Cynthia Mascetta King. 

----------------------------------------- 
Please contact the Parish Office if you wish to add a loved 

one to the sick list. 

MIRACULOUS MEDAL NOVENA: Held after  the 9 a.m. 

Mass on Mondays. 

RECITATION OF THE ROSARY: Join your  fellow 

parishioners in praying the Rosary after the 9 a.m. Mass on 

weekdays and Saturdays. 

Our YOUTH GROUP meets on the 1st & 3rd Sundays of each month 

immediately following the 5 p.m. Mass, in the school building.  All 

Youth ages 13 and up. 

  Follow our Youth Group on Twitter @ St_Barts-Youth. 

Our newly formed EDGE GROUP (AGES 11-13) meets the second 

Sunday of each month immediately following the 5 p.m. Mass in the 

school building.  Their next meeting is this Sunday, December 10th. 

Our CHILDREN’S MINISTRY (AGES 4-10) meets the third Fr iday 

each month at 5:30 p.m. in the school building.  Their next meeting is 

Friday, December 15th. 

 



 
 
 
 
 

Second Sunday of Advent 

Saturday, December 9 (Anticipated Mass) 

5:00 PM  Josephine Giuriceo + 
**************************************************** 

Sunday, December 10, 2017 
 

  8:30 AM  Deceased Members of Holy Name Society 

10:00 AM  For All the People of Our Parish 

11:30 AM  Corazon & Benjamin Sotto+ 

   5:00 PM  Miguel Angel Ocasio + 
***************************************************** 

Monday, December 11 

Advent Weekday 

7:00 AM Edison & Salvadora Blanco (Living) 

9:00 AM Giovanna Fantini + 
 

Tuesday, December 12 

Our Lady of Guadalupe 

7:00 AM Gloria Bassey + 

9:00 AM  Helen & Pete Pietrowski + 
 

Wednesday, December 13 

Saint Lucy, Virgin & Martyr 

7:00 AM Reverend James F. McNamara + 

9:00 AM  Frank Lutomski, Jr. + 
 

Thursday, December 14 

Saint John of the Cross, Priest and Doctor of the Church 

7:00 AM Edison & Salvadora Blanco (Living) 

9:00 AM Candido Scanga +  
 

Friday, December 15 

Advent Weekday 

7:00 AM Anne Morrissey + 

9:00 AM Aristede Scipioni; Angela, Orientale, Silvia 

  & Carmine Scipioni + 
 

Saturday, December 16 

Advent Weekday 

9:00 AM Ana Cabrera + 

**************************************************** 

Third Sunday of Advent 

Saturday, December 16 (Anticipated Mass) 

5:00 PM  Ana Leida Cuevas + 
**************************************************** 

Sunday, December 17, 2017 
 

  8:30 AM  Ethel Castagnozzi + 

10:00 AM  Mary Gregorio + 

11:30 AM  Maddalena & Paul Coniglio, & Ralph Ricciardno+ 

   5:00 PM  For All the People of Our Parish 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
ADVENT A TIME OF PREPARATION 

 
It can be difficult to prepare our lives for Christ  

Amidst the busy preparations 

Of a material Christmas. 

The four weeks before Christmas 

Are a time to prepare our families 

To celebrate Christ’ birth: 

To prepare our minds to accept 

That God’s Son became a baby 

And lived and died for us; 

To prepare our hearts to accept God’s forgiveness, 

And to change our ways; 

To prepare our souls to receive 

God’s healing grace through the celebration of Mass; 

To take part in not only the work of preparation 

But also the hope and joy in the midst of our work. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AGAIN A SPECIAL THANKS 

 


