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[bookmark: _Hlk191395563]“Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.” (2 Corinthians 1:2, NRSVUE) (2) Amen.
You know it was just last week that we moved away from the Gospel of Matthew and started on a four-week Lenten journey in the Gospel of John. It was last week that we got introduced to a Pharisee named Nicodemus. A man who went to go see what Jesus was all about at night. Now, some of us still may not be all too familiar with that Nicodemus character, but for some reason we all seem to be rather familiar with this Samaritan woman character at the well. You know that woman that we got introduced to out there at the hottest point of the day. That very woman who encountered Jesus when no one else was really around just like Nicodemus. What I find even more remarkable is that this Samaritan woman’s story has been so important or memorable over the years that we all may have actually missed one tiny detail. We manage to listen to an entire story, and have identified with this character, yet never once hear her name!
So, one may ask why this story seems to resonate with so many of us. One may ask how this woman manages to pull on a heartstring or two on her journey of getting to know Jesus just like Nicodemus did through yet another unlikely encounter. Now, I would venture that none of us in this room has probably ever had to rely on a well for water. Although, I know for certain that we all have been tired and thirsty several times over the course of our lives just like Jesus was on this day. I would venture that we all have gone places at certain times of the day or night that we hoped to avoid others just like Nicodemus and this woman. Now, that of course might be because we do not feel right, we do not want to be bothered, or we are a little embarrassed for any number of reasons. However, God still always manages to show up. God is always trying to build a relationship with each and every one of us. God is continually trying to build a relationship that is so wildly different and unconventional, yet so awesome. These entirely holy yet completely different encounters are going to happen no matter what because that is how God acts.
You know it is kind of cool when real life scenarios actually manage to line up with what we are talking about together during our Worship Services. It was just the other night that a few of us sat together around a table during Bible Study and Faith Discussions. We were focusing on the Lord’s Prayer in our ‘by heart’ course manual. Then, of course our conversation managed to tail off somehow. Imagine that!!! It tailed off from praying in a mechanical way with no intention or regard for what we are doing, to not inviting Christ into our hearts and the actual space that we are in when we are praying. That word invite played out further and we got off onto a topic of how we invite people to church. Someone said they feel uncomfortable doing it. Someone said they invite people because it is the Sabbath. Someone even said they try and share a little bit about the people who are here at church. Of course, we all want the church to grow, and we all know one of the many ways that is going to happen is if we invite people. Today’s very Gospel Story actually has the invite of all invites in just three little words!!! We hear and experience it all together in verse 29 of our text today as the words “Come and see” (2) actually do come alive. I mean who would imagine that three little words from a woman who had some bad stuff happen in her life and who just did not feel as if she fit in, would be so life altering for so many other people? There was no fear or discomfort. There was nothing Theological about her approach. There was not even any oversharing or selling. There was just simply three little yet big words, “Come and see.” (2)
Now, I know we could probably break down this invitation in numerous ways. We could probably even get all caught up in who this lady actually was other than what we heard in our scripture verses. We could probably even focus on the “I am” statement of Jesus. We could probably even focus on the verse that ends our Gospel Lesson today by saying that, “It is no longer because of what you said that we believe, for we have heard for ourselves, and we know that this is truly the Savior of the world.” (2) However, we need not do any of that. We need to leave it be plain and simple. For without her initial encounter and invitation people would not have even gone to see or talk to Jesus in the first place.
“In Lent we join with the Samaritan woman, seeking the living water of Christ and telling our neighbors of the one who quenched our thirst.” (1) So, when we are out there in the world all we are asked to do is be normal people. We are to show others just a little bit of Christ in our words and actions, just like Martin Luther suggested. We need to let a question actually become a statement of faith and excitement, just like this Samaritan woman, “He cannot be the Messiah, can he?” (2) We do not need to worry about having the right words. We just need to offer the very same grace, peace, and hope that our Triune God offers us. We just need to create a little bit of a connection, and a little bit of a relationship. Then, we need to invite and offer others to simply, “Come and see” (2) and let God reap what we have sown, or just simply do the rest.
Amen.
John 4:5-42 (NRSVUE)
Jesus defies convention to engage a Samaritan woman in conversation. Her testimony, in turn, leads many others to faith.

     5 [Jesus] came to a Samaritan city called Sychar, near the plot of ground that Jacob had given to his son Joseph.6 Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired out by his journey, was sitting by the well. It was about noon.

  7 A Samaritan woman came to draw water, and Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink.” 8 (His disciples had gone to the city to buy food.) 9 The Samaritan woman said to him, “How is it that you, a Jew, ask a drink of me, a woman of Samaria?” (Jews do not share things in common with Samaritans.) 10 Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God and who it is that is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you would have asked him, and he would have given you living water.” 11 The woman said to him, “Sir, you have no bucket, and the well is deep. Where do you get that living water? 12 Are you greater than our ancestor Jacob, who gave us the well and with his sons and his flocks drank from it?” 13 Jesus said to her, “Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, 14 but those who drink of the water that I will give them will never be thirsty. The water that I will give will become in them a spring of water gushing up to eternal life.” 15 The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water, so that I may never be thirsty or have to keep coming here to draw water.”

  16 Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come back.” 17 The woman answered him, “I have no husband.” Jesus said to her, “You are right in saying, ‘I have no husband,’ 18 for you have had five husbands, and the one you have now is not your husband. What you have said is true!” 19 The woman said to him, “Sir, I see that you are a prophet. 20 Our ancestors worshiped on this mountain, but you say that the place where people must worship is in Jerusalem.” 21 Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when you will worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. 22 You worship what you do not know; we worship what we know, for salvation is from the Jews. 23 But the hour is coming and is now here when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father seeks such as these to worship him. 24 God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth.” 25 The woman said to him, “I know that Messiah is coming” (who is called Christ). “When he comes, he will proclaim all things to us.” 26 Jesus said to her, “I am he, the one who is speaking to you.”

  27 Just then his disciples came. They were astonished that he was speaking with a woman, but no one said, “What do you want?” or, “Why are you speaking with her?” 28 Then the woman left her water jar and went back to the city. She said to the people, 29 “Come and see a man who told me everything I have ever done! He cannot be the Messiah, can he?” 30 They left the city and were on their way to him.



  31 Meanwhile the disciples were urging him, “Rabbi, eat something.” 32 But he said to them, “I have food to eat that you do not know about.” 33 So the disciples said to one another, “Surely no one has brought him something to eat?” 34 Jesus said to them, “My food is to do the will of him who sent me and to complete his work. 35 Do you not say, ‘Four months more, then comes the harvest’? But I tell you, look around you, and see how the fields are ripe for harvesting. 36 The reaper is already receiving wages and is gathering fruit for eternal life, so that sower and reaper may rejoice together. 37 For here the saying holds true, ‘One sows and another reaps.’ 38 I sent you to reap that for which you did not labor. Others have labored, and you have entered into their labor.”

  39 Many Samaritans from that city believed in him because of the woman’s testimony, “He told me everything I have ever done.” 40 So when the Samaritans came to him, they asked him to stay with them, and he stayed there two days. 41 And many more believed because of his word. 42 They said to the woman, “It is no longer because of what you said that we believe, for we have heard for ourselves, and we know that this is truly the Savior of the world.”
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