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Mr Colin Marrs 
Editor Construction News 
By E-Mail: colin.marrs@emap.co.    cc: ian.weinfass@emap.com 
 
28th November 2022 
 
The Role of M&A - Scale Matters for Sustainability 
 

Dear Mr Marrs 

 
Thanks to CN, my efforts to encourage the larger UK construction groups to 
consider mergers received publicity as far back as 2017, when my first industry 
report was issued. Subsequent personal approaches to the Chief Executives of 
several majors to open dialogue included Balfour Beatty, Carillion, Kier, 
Interserve, Amey, Galliford Try, and Costain – were all rejected. The 
subsequent demise or near demise of numerous contractors has received even 
better publicity in the ensuing five years, while European Majors regularly 
compete on the largest UK infrastructure projects. A Link to my latest 
solicitation for M&A dialogue (with Laing O’Rourke) is given below. As 
Manager/Owner, maybe Ray’s rebuttal is more acceptable. However, if CN 
would like to reassess why the UK construction sector Civils Companies remain 
lacklustre, in comparison with their European counterparts, I’d be happy to 
contribute my input. 
 
The rhetoric remains that, perhaps not surprisingly - most company executives 
appear more ‘precious’ about their companies’ independence, and their own 
jobs, than perhaps they are the best interests of their shareholders, 
employees, and clients. 
 
Kind Regards 
 

Greg Malpass 

 

Greg Malpass 
Managing Partner 
www.thinkbigpartnership.com  
thinkbigpartnership@btinternet.com   
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Links: 

Latest M&A Analysis, Ideas and Solicitations for Dialogue (Nov 2022) 

          

 

Background (2017-2022) – Calls for Mergers 

                   

 

         

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

https://nebula.wsimg.com/fa27e9b77e42cdc073bdafdcbfed03d7?AccessKeyId=95B6737F98B38E354D56&disposition=0&alloworigin=1
https://nebula.wsimg.com/86952cc242a87389d7b0654d000f0904?AccessKeyId=95B6737F98B38E354D56&disposition=0&alloworigin=1
https://nebula.wsimg.com/b1bbc824518c202504ba1ff201496d5b?AccessKeyId=95B6737F98B38E354D56&disposition=0&alloworigin=1
https://nebula.wsimg.com/24b888d8415bd6b0ef1a41b990501f55?AccessKeyId=95B6737F98B38E354D56&disposition=0&alloworigin=1
https://www.constructionnews.co.uk/analysis/expert-opinion/top-firms-must-merge-to-break-industrys-vicious-cycle/10016670.article
https://nebula.wsimg.com/28e78a59a3991aa9e63cc07241d71c07?AccessKeyId=95B6737F98B38E354D56&disposition=0&alloworigin=1
https://nebula.wsimg.com/55a62a197347d66ad5f6e561ed60c5cc?AccessKeyId=95B6737F98B38E354D56&disposition=0&alloworigin=1

