


UNITED CHURCH OF SUN CITY
“Where Everyone Is Someone Special.”
*All may rise, in body or spirit.
Congregational response in bold
Third Sunday in Lent, March 8, 2026

PRELUDE “O Rest in the Lord (Elijah)” F. Mendelssohn

Beverly Fletcher, organ

GREETING, CENTERING, and CANDLE LIGHTING

INTROIT “The Old Rugged Cross” Don Besig
Praise Team featuring Boni Locke, flute

*UNISON PRAYER

Lord, we acknowledge that we like to think of our needs as the worst ever.
However, you know our greatest need — our thirsty souls, and your living
word provides a refreshing drink for us. Today as we gather to worship you,
we give thanks for your word and for all of your promises. Amen.

*OPENING “Standing on the Promises” (words on the screen)
HYMN
NEW MEMBER RECEPTION

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST STATEMENT OF FAITH

SILENT REFLECTION, PRAYER, THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power
and the glory, forever. Amen.

PRAYER “Must Jesus Bear the Cross Alone” arr. Cindy Berry
RESPONSE Floyd Ellison, piano

GOSPEL READING John 4:5-42 (NRSV)

SPECIAL MUSIC “How Beautiful” Twila Paris

Brenda Goodenberger, Soloist

SERMON “More than a Metaphor”
Reverend Brady Abel

ANTHEM “Of Tears and Sorrows” Joseph Martin
Praise Team featuring Kira Funk and Alan Paulson

CLOSING ANNOUNCEMENTS and BENEDICTION

*CLOSING “Because He Lives” (words on the screen)
RESPONSE Congregation
POSTLUDE “Arioso” G.F. Handel

Beverly Fletcher, organ

CHRIST MEETS US,
KNOWS US, AND
INVITES US INTO

ceero lefe.



March 8
8:00 am
8:40 am
10:00 am
11:00 am
11:00 am

What’s Happening This Week...

SUNDAY

Praise Team Rehearsal

Choir Rehearsal

Worship with New Member Reception
Coffee Fellowship and Silent Art Auction
All Church Birthday Celebration

March 9
1:00 pm
2:00 pm
2:00 pm

MONDAY

Walking Group

Tai Chi in the Beehive
Activities Board Meeting

March 10
10:30 am
1:00 pm

TUESDAY
Speaker Series - In-Home Care
SilverSneakers - Strength and Balance in the Beehive

March 11
10:00 am
12:00 pm
1:00 pm

WEDNESDAY

Converse & Connect in the Beehive
Power of the Pause - Stop and Pray
Walking Group

March 12
11:00 am
9:00 am
9:00 am
10:00 am
1:00 pm
1:00 pm

THURSDAY

Bible Study, Pastor’s Office

Finance Meeting

Mission Meeting

Council Meeting

SilverSneakers - Strength and Balance in the Beehive
Ladies Lunch Bunch - George’s Lakeview Café

March 13

FRIDAY - Office Closed

March 14

SATURDAY - Office Closed

March 15
8:00 am
8:40 am
10:00 am
11:00 am

SUNDAY

Praise Team Rehearsal

Choir Rehearsal

Worship with Healing Service

Coffee Fellowship and Silent Art Auction

Welcome
prayer is that

| Wherever you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here! Our
you will feel United Church is your spiritual home.

Please do not hesitate to contact our pastor or church leaders with questions.

We hope you

will return soon to worship at United Church!

STAFF

Rev. Brady Abel, Senior Pastor
Greg Bradley, Moderator

Heather Purtle, Vice Moderator

Bill Zimmer, Past Moderator

Alan Paulson, Minister of Music

Beverly Fletcher, Organist
Praise Team: Kira Funk, Brenda Goodenberger, Michael Nanney
Robin Lemkuil, Office Manager/Assistant to the Pastor
Craig Zimmerman, Boni Locke, Office Assistants
Lisa Dunbar, Parish Nurse
Karen Crawford, Finance Secretary

Greg Yagi, Lester Atkinson and Robin Lemkuil, Audio/Video Tech

All

open
and
Affirmi

- God is still s peaking,
o) 8 UNITED CHURCH

Dickie Duniver, Sexton
Holly Lentini, Assistant Sexton
Members & Friends of United Church, Ministers of the Good News.

UNITED CHURCH OF SUN CITY
11250 N. 107th Ave, Suite 105, Sun City, AZ 85351-4062
Church Office Phone: (623) 933-0058
Email: office@uccsc.com Web Site: www.uccsc.com
Facebook: United Church of Sun City
YouTube: United Church of Sun City
Office Hours: 8:30 am — 1:30 pm Monday — Thursday

ST



MONTHLY PARTICIPATION
Head Usher: Randy Skanes
Greeters: Mary Segers Koscielny & Diane Gahm
Head Teller: Diane Gahm
Tellers: Gerry Paul, Donna Bone, Leslie Chrissan

ATTENDANCE LAST SUNDAY: 126

DID YOU KNOW .. . . God is calling you today . . . but not on your cell phone! Please
silence yours. ©

REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS: Linda Martin; The Bracewell family; Gavin; Ken
Genese; Bud and Mary Sue Andreason; Sarah and Gale Gerber; Arlen and Rozanne
Freeman; Carson, Mark, Jason, and Allison; Steve; Theresa; Bob Spishak; Scott
Nickles; Bonnie Newton; Sandy Krahn; Art & Leslie Chrissan; Dean and Sue
Stryker; Sue Roden; Rosanne Pruitt; Jerry and Donna Walter; Mike and Dana Annis;
Chuck Bone; Adam; Nancy Wohlhuter; Jason Bradley; Philip Atem; Pray for Peace
in Ukraine and other places of unrest in this nation and around the world.

WELCOME! Are you visiting with us today? Welcome to United Church of Sun City!
We are so glad to see you! We hope you are blessed today as we worship The Lord
together. If you have any questions about our Church, feel free to ask the pastor,
usher, or contact the church office. We are so glad you are here today!

BIBLE STUDY: In-person study will continue on Thursday, March 12 at 11:00 am in
Pastor’s office. An E-mail will be sent out early in the week. All are welcome!

NEW MEMBERS RECEIVED: Please welcome these newest members to our UCCSC
Church family: Lewis Montgomery, Patty Montgomery, Ann Davis, Rick Fenimore.
Welcome to your new Church family!

HAPPY BIRTHDAY! The Activity and Fellowship Committee invites you to enjoy
coffee and a “Birthday Cupcake” after worship today. Wishing you many Happy
Birthday moments...the kind that leave you feeling special and loved all day long.
Join us as we celebrate all birthdays in 2026!

SPEAKER SERIES: Join us this Tuesday, March 10 at 10:30 am, in the Beehive when
Matt Burlend with ComForCare will discuss the types of personal and medical care
services offered by professional caregivers in your home. Please register near the
Welcome Table.

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE: Newsletter articles for the April newsletter are due
Monday, March 16 to Robin at office@uccsc.com.

LADIES LUNCH BUNCH will be at 1:00 pm on Thursday, March 12 at George’s
Lakeview Café with recognition of Women’s History Month as we remember women
who have made history and those who have broken barriers. Please RSVP with
Hedy or the Church office (623-933-0058).

HEALING SERVICE: There will be a Healing Service during our regular Sunday
morning worship on Sunday, March 15. The Healing service is not about cure, but is
a reminder of God’s caring presence and provision for what we most need. The
service will include a time for anointment with oil. All are welcome to participate.

EASTER CANTATA - Mark your calendar to join us for the Easter Cantata at 10:00
am on Palm Sunday, March 29 at United Church. The Choir, guest singers and the
Phoenix Symphony will perform a Cantata by Pepper Choplin titled: Come, Touch
the Robe. This is a good time to introduce a friend or neighbor to United Church!

SILENT AUCTION: The Silent Art Auction continues in the Beehive through March
29. The winners of the silent auction bids will be contacted on April 1 with 100% of
the proceeds going to the AV upgrade fund. Please be prepared to pick up your
artwork by Easter Sunday, April 5, 2026.

EASTER SUNRISE SERVICE VOLUNTEERS NEEDED: We are looking for volunteers
to assist with handing out bulletins, assist with communion during worship and
collection at the end of the service on April 5. Worship is at 7:00 am, so if you are
volunteering to hand out bulletins, you'll need to be at the Sun Bowl by 6:30 am.
There is a sign-up sheet near the welcome table. Take a look at where you can be of
service to United Church and to the community on this very Special Easter Sunday!

A/V UPGRADES! We’ve reached our first goal!!! $30,877! AV Experts are in the
process of scheduling us for our new upgrades as soon as possible. While we still
have est. $23,500 remaining for a new laser projector and additional sanctuary
cameras, we will celebrate reaching our first goal, THANK YOU to all of you!

SUICIDE & CRISIS LIFELINE — Dial 988 if you or someone you know is struggling or
in crisis, help is available. Call or text 988 or chat 988lifeline.org. The Lifeline
provides 24/7, confidential and free emotional support for people in suicidal crisis
or mental health-related distress.

THE NATIONAL FRIENDSHIP LINE: A phone number for seniors (60 years of age
and older) who can call if they would like social interaction or to ask health
questions. Trained volunteers are available. The Friendship Line is FREE and is
sponsored by the Institute of Aging (I0OA). Call 1-800-971-0016.

LOST AN ITEM? Please check the Welcome Table at the back of the Sanctuary for
any Lost and Found Items. There is a dish with small items for jewelry etc.


mailto:office@uccsc.com

