We are at that moment in the story, 


where we receive one last great speech 



before we go out to face the world.  

For some of you, 


the image of General Patton standing on the stage 



with the stars and stripes behind him might be a proper image.  

For others of you, 


seeing William Wallace riding his horse back and forth shouting, 



“They can take away our lives, 



but they can not take away our freedom!” 




may pull this scene into proper context.  

These verses are Jesus' final commands to his disciples before they are sent out.  


They are not just words, 



but imperatives, 



commands, 



demanding the actions that they are going to take.  

In the 42 verses that follow, 


there are 18 commands.  

In verse 8, 


there are five imperatives, 



not suggestions, 


but commands to these 12 men being sent out.

Now, this text must be kept in context, 


because while Jesus does command these things, 


he commands them to this particular group of people 



for a particular reason.  

They are the 12, 

they are the new Israel, 


built from the remnants of the old.  

They are to do 



what Israel was originally called to do.  

They are to do, 


what Jesus, 



as Israel incarnate has done.  

Doing these things, 


would bring light to the nations 


and allow them to turn to God.  

But as the Old Israel had already demonstrated, 


if Israel does not fulfill its calling, 



then the nations will have difficulty turning to God.

So Jesus' command to his 12 followers at this point in time, 


is to go to the lost sheep of Israel, 



not Samaria, 



not the Gentiles, 


but Israel.  

The term, “lost sheep” 


has a long history in scripture 

and we hear it enough 


that we don't give it full credit.  

It sounds like the sheep are the ones who just took a wrong turn 


and need a slight course correction 


and they will be back on track.  

But the Greek term used is Appolyon, 


“having destroyed.”  

This is where Ezekiel's vision of the valley of dry bones for Israel is a great image.  


These sheep that they are to go to, 



are ones that have been torn apart, 



left for dead, 



not existing anymore.  

The 12 are going to those who were to be Israel, 


but have been ravaged by the leadership, 


by the government 


and the priesthood.  

They are the ones that find themselves sick, 


dead, 


unclean, 


and demon possessed.  

This is because they have not had good shepherds 


and they themselves have gone astray.

The solution to the world's problems is broken.  


Following Jesus' plank in your own eye instructions, 



the disciples are sent to Israel, 




because Israel is where they are.  

When we do mission trips today, 


the purpose is not save the poor savage, 

but to realize that back home, 


there are great needs that can be addressed.

The message to be shared everywhere, 


is that the “Kingdom of Heaven is near!”  

It is one that should sound familiar, 


because John the Baptist preached it, 


Jesus preached it, 


and now his followers are to preach it.  

But in addition to their words of preaching, 


their actions are to proclaim the same reality.  

They are commanded to heal, 


raise, 


cleanse, 


and drive out.  

In following these commands, 


the sick will be healthy, 


the dead alive, 


the leprous will be clean, 


the demon possessed will be of a clear mind.  

The sheep will not be destroyed, 


but whole, 


they will experience shalom.  

This sounds great.  


Jesus acknowledges that his disciples have experienced this shalom, 



so now they are to freely pass it on.  


They are not to sell it, 



horde it, 



or even make anyone compete for it.  

But verse 9 gives us some harder instructions 


that we struggle to adhere to.  

There are the minimalist commands.  


Take not gold, silver, or copper, 


no bags, 


no extra shirts, 



sandals, or rod.  

You don't need to, 


because the the worker is worthy of the food he will receive.  

Now, I have experienced more than one missionary 


who has taken this line to mean we are to be impoverished.  

This verse has caused angst for the church since Jesus spoke it.  


Monks taking vows of poverty.  


Churches paying pastors poorly.  


Church Camps thinking that $200 a week 



to watch 8 kids 



for 200 hours straight is a good deal 




are all connected to this passage.

But in its context, 


some things come to light that make clear Jesus' thinking.  

Remember, 


they are going local.  

If you are going to visit your neighbor, 


you don't need to bring your wallet, 


nor a change of clothes.  


Hopefully you will not need to bring a weapon, 



which the rod functioned as.  


You don't need to bring your own, tea, water, or coffee.  

They are your neighbor 


and they will be hospitable. 

Part of Jewish culture 


was welcoming the stranger 


and had been ever since Abraham welcomed the angels of God unknowingly.

The other piece is, 


the Roman influx had brought with it a counter-culture 



of a teacher standing on the street corner, 




spreading their knowledge, 




and then expecting to be paid for it.  


This was in direct contrast to the Rabbi, 



who if they did such things, 




would have their message viewed a false.  

Our world is no different today.  


We have a strong skepticism towards anyone who demands to be paid $1000 



in order to come and speak to us.  

At the same time, 


if someone comes and speaks to us 



and their message makes a difference to us, 


we will make sure that the have a good place to sleep that night 


and offer to take them out to dinner.  

Jesus, 


in calling Matthew from tax collecting, 



then went and dined at his house.  

Matthew opened up his home 


in response to Jesus 


and his news that he was to follow Jesus



 and the in-breaking Kingdom of Heaven.  

God knows what we will need 


and will provide it.  

Or for many of us, 


has already provided it.

Eugene Peterson paraphrases Jesus commands by saying, 

“Don’t think you have to put on a fund-raising campaign before you start. 


You don’t need a lot of equipment. 


You are the equipment, 




and all you need to keep that going is three meals a day. 


Travel light.”  

I remember when I combined my Israel trip 


with a ski trip in Austria.  

Which meant I had the privilege of carrying my ski bag through Israel, 


which was not small nor light.  



That whole 50 pounds of equipment, 




I did not need at all for those two weeks, 




and it greatly encumbered everything else we did 





until we made it to Austria.  

We are hopefully hearing 


that God has already given you everything that you need when he calls you.  

If we are having to gather extra equipment, 


knowledge, 


or experience to do something, 



we may want to check to see if this is God's calling.  

For example, 


if someone asks you, 



“Why do you go to church?”  


Can you answer that?  



Yes!  


Might your answer be able to be improved with a month of study?  



Yes.  


Does God, 



who led that person to ask you that question 



at that time 




think that person needs the improved answer right then?  





Obviously no! 


God had that person ask you, 



because God had been helping you to have the answers that person needed.  

The fully theologically correct one 


is available through google.  

The one they needed,


 is available only through you.  

No more preparation, 


it is time to act.

Before we go running out the door to proclaim the Kingdom, 


we are given more commands. 

It is to basically use Yelp 


or Travel Advisor.  

Jesus demands, 


“Inquire who is worthy 


and there stay.”  

Two commands, 


inquire and stay.  

This covers two areas.  


If I stay at a hotel that charges by the hour, 



my integrity will be questioned 



and it will hinder people from hearing my message.  


If I start out at the Super 8, 



then move to the Hilton, 



then the Four Seasons hotel because of better invitations, 


I impair my message 



by making it look like I am in it for the benefits 



and hurting my relationship 




with those who originally invited me to stay at the Super 8.

The final commands are, 


to let your peace rest on the house that invites you in 


and if they reject you, 



take your peace back.  

Jesus describes the peace as a physical thing 


that can be placed 


or taken back.  

We are to take our peace 


and remove the last sign of that town from us 


and let them endure God's judgment, 



for rejecting the one God had sent.

These are the first third of Jesus' commands.  


Let us not take them lightly, 



but to put them into place in our lives 



as we proclaim the good news that the Kingdom of Heaven has come near.  


Let us do that here in our church, 


in our homes, 


in our community.  

We need not go far, 


only to where God has called us 


and make sure that Skagway knows that the Kingdom of Heaven has come near.
