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Agribusiness & Water Council of Arizona

This legislative session has been the most active and controversial regarding water issues
in several years. The Colorado River Work Group and the Ground Water Work Group,
appointed by the Governor, met twice each month from May through October of 2017.
The intent of these groups' efforts was to draft an omnibus bill incorporating several
changes in the delivery, measurement and authorities in managing water in the state.
Identical omnibus bills were introduced in the House and Senate. These bills were very
complex and involved a variety of water issues and were too contentious to move forward. Subsequently, they were split into individual bills which also have a slim chance
of moving forward toward passage.
Because water policy, contracts and legislation are so complex, Senator Gail Griffin and
Representative Rusty Bowers organized "listening sessions" at different locations around
the state so legislators and staff could hear from local residents about their priority water
issues. To date, there have been "listening sessions" in Casa Grande and in Yuma. Additional sessions are planned soon in Safford and Bullhead City. These sessions are very
helpful to legislators and local citizens in defining and understanding water issues. I'm
hopeful that next session, any water legislation that may be introduced will be more necessary, concise and have broad support.
On March 13th, Brian Betcher, general manager of Maricopa Stanfield Irrigation &
Drainage District, ABWC executive director, Chris Udall and I attended the Agriculture
Legislative Luncheon with fellow agriculture associations on the lawn at the AZ State
Capitol. The luncheon was attended by a large group of legislators, their staff and a number of producers and processors from around the state. We took advantage of the opportunity to inform legislators and promote the ABWC and its role in representing Arizona
water issues.
A number of ABWC members attended the Water Resources Research Center (WRRC)
annual conference in Tucson on the University of Arizona campus on March 28th. The
conference theme was: "The Business of Water." There were several panel discussions
centered around monetizing water usage. As is customary at WRRC conferences, there
was a very diverse audience and a great opportunity to network with water managers and
policy makers.
Stay tuned for our next quarterly newsletter in June.
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A Unique Collaboration of the Agribusiness & Water Council of Arizona &
ASU’s Morrison School of Agribusiness & Fulton School of Engineering

Water Management Certificate Program
With a curriculum designed and taught by distinguished practitioners of water resources and power management, the program provides a broad spectrum of training to persons who are or will be managers with
the responsibility to develop, store and deliver water and power resources to the people they serve. It is intended to prepare the next generation of leaders who require knowledge beyond just moving water from
point to point. The class presentations can be telecast which provides an opportunity for students outside the
Phoenix area to participate via live video conferencing.

Upcoming Events:


April 9-11, 2018, NWRA Federal Water Issues Conference in Washington, D.C.



May 18, 2018, Agribusiness & Water Council Annual Meeting at SRP’s PERA Club in Tempe



August 1-3, 2018, NWRA Western Water Seminar in Park City, Utah



October 26, 2018, 27th Annual ABWC H2Open Golf Tournament in Casa Grande



November 7-9, 2018 NWRA Annual Conference at the Hotel Del Coronado, Coronado, CA



December 10, 2018, 4th Annual Arizona Agribusiness Roundtable at SRP’s PERA Club in Tempe

Classes for the 2017/18 cohort began September 22, 2017. They are being held at the ASU Polytechnic
Campus once a month on Friday afternoon and all day Saturday. It requires a nine month commitment.

We are now actively recruiting and accepting applications for the 2018 -19 year.
For more information contact:
Kathy Rappleye (480) 558-5301 or online at www.agribusinessarizona.org

2018 Annual Meeting &
Water Conference
Celebrating 40 Years!
1978—2018

Friday May 18, 2018

Is Agriculture Any
of Your Business?

8:00 am to 12:30 pm
at
SRP’s PERA CLUB
1 E Continental Drive
Tempe, AZ 85281
Sponsorship Opportunities Available
Contact Kathy at (480) 558-5301 or
Kathy@agribusinessarizona.org
for more information.
or online at
www.agribusinessarizona.org
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Status Report from ADWR Website:

Economic Impact Analysis Team - University of Arizona Cooperative Extension
By: Jeffrey C. Silvertooth, Associate Dean and Director for Cooperative Extension
The University of Arizona Cooperative Extension System (CES) is working to measure the economic impact
of using our water resources for agricultural purposes in Arizona. The basic mission of a land-grant institution, and particularly with the CES, is to bring the university to the people and bringing science to bear on
practical problems. Accordingly, in 2012 CES formed the Economic Impact Analysis Team (EIAT) in an effort to evaluate and measure the economic impacts of various sectors of our agricultural economy and our programs in the CES.
The EIAT operates in the Agricultural and Resource Economics Department (AREC) under the direction of
Dr. Gary Thompson (Department Head) and Dr. George Frisvold (Extension Specialist). Ashley Kerna Bickel
was hired to build the capacity of the EIAT to begin to address several projects that were readily identified.
Based on the positive output and valuable contributions provided by the EIAT in the first two years, we then
included Dari Duval with this team to further enhance our capacities for economic analysis in Arizona.
Over the past five years, the EIAT has done an outstanding job of addressing a large array of Arizona agricultural industries and programs from the CES. For example, several years ago the EIAT participated in a broad
study evaluating the effective use of water for agriculture among the Yuma area irrigation districts. That study
was comprehensive in nature; evaluating the efficiencies of water use agronomically, environmentally, and
economically. Based on the work of the EIAT, they were able to determine the economic impact of irrigation
water use for crop production systems in the Yuma area. Through their analysis they determined that $681 per
acre-foot of water was realized as economic impact based on gross crop receipts. Most recently, the EIAT conducted a thorough analysis of all facets of Arizona agriculture and determined the overall economic positive
impact is approximately $23.3 billion. Numerous other studies have been conducted over the past several
years evaluating the economic impact of various facets of Arizona agriculture including the Arizona cattle industry, the impacts of fresh produce imports from Mexico at the border in Nogales, the use of water in the Arizona golf industry, etc.
The EIAT has proven to be a valuable resource for the CES and certainly a worthwhile investment. George,
Ashley, and Dari have done an outstanding job in addressing an extensive list of projects and have provided
significant contributions to our needs to measure and evaluate the economic impacts on the use of water resources for agricultural purposes in Arizona and the desert Southwest.
Consistent with our efforts to solicit input and advice
from our stakeholders across the state, we appreciate
any input and advice to the CES regarding the EIAT.
We value the great cooperation that we have had with
various agricultural industries in conducting these
analyses and we look forward to continuing our work
in the important arena of economic impact analysis.
(Dr. George Frisvold will be speaking at the ABWC
Annual Meeting & Water Conference. See page 7
for details.)

Dr. Jeffrey Silvertooth
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FOOD SAFETY MODERNIZATION ACT (FSMA) / PRODUCE SAFETY RULE (PSR)

Executive Director’s Report

By: Joseph T. Oddo
The Federal Food Safety Modernization Act was enacted by Congress in
2011. It is the national reformation of the United States food safety laws.
The goal of this legislation was to reduce food-borne illness by preventing potential contamination rather than
reacting to outbreaks. The seven components of FSMA are Preventative Controls for Human Food, Preventative Controls for Animal Food, Mitigation against Intentional Adulteration, Accredited Third Party Certification, Sanitary Transportation of Human and Animal Food, Foreign Verification Program and the PRODUCE
SAFETY RULE (PSR).
The Act authorized the FDA to develop the PSR, which was finalized in November 2015 and became effective
January 2018. The PSR is science-based and applies to produce that is consumed raw (covered produce).
Growers, harvesters, packers and holders, who based upon their operations, grow, harvest, pack or are holders
of covered produce, are responsible for compliance.
The key requirements of the PSR are: Agricultural Water, Animal Intrusion, Biological Soil Amendments,
Worker Health/Hygiene and Sanitation of Buildings, Tools and Equipment. These requirements will necessitate additional record keeping, subject to inspection.
FDA’s goal is to Educate prior to Regulation. To accomplish this task the Arizona Department of Agriculture
(AZDA) through a cooperative agreement with the FDA, has developed a Training/ Outreach program for
Stakeholder participation. The AZDA is utilizing existing produce food safety programs within the Citrus,
Fruit and Vegetable Program (CFV) at the AZDA to meet the needs of Arizona farms.
The FDA requires all farms to attend the Produce Safety Alliance (PSA) Grower Training class. AZDA has
sponsored several classes, 3 in English and 2 in Spanish, training over 160 participants. The AZDA will continue to regularly offer this training throughout Arizona.
The AZDA is also providing Arizona farms with the Arizona LGMA Food Safety Training Kit, which helps
farms to comply with several of the PSR training requirements. They cover basic food safety training through
tailgate flipcharts, video and PowerPoint presentations.
In June 2018, the AZDA will begin utilizing a technical assistance tool called an “On Farm Readiness Review”, to provide stakeholders one-on-one farm visits to help them prepare for a PSR inspection.
The Cooperative Agreement has enabled the AZDA, in conjunction with industry partners such as the Yuma
Fresh Vegetable Association, Western Growers and Farm Bureau, to develop legislation to assume primacy
over the PSR. SB1063 is made its way through the legislative process this legislative session and was recently
signed by the Governor.
The benefits of this bill will allow for AZDA, as opposed
to the FDA, to control the Education and Inspection requirements of the PSR. Understanding Arizona Growing,
Harvesting, Packing and Holding practices will allow for
faster response times to questions, needs and compliance
issues. Inspections will be completed by AZDA staff
which will allow for greater consistency in inspection performance. Industry partners and governmental entities
will ensure the success of the Produce Safety Rule.
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Greetings members and friends, from a very active organization and especially active the last few months.
We've been busily tracking state and federal legislation, meeting with legislators and staff, preparing for visits
to our Congressional delegation in Washington, D.C. this month (during the National Water Resources Association's (NWRA), Federal Water Issues Conference) and also preparing for our Annual meeting coming up
on Friday, May 18th. We are also working with our counterparts in Sonora, Mexico, gearing up for a great
work session during the June 14-15, Arizona Mexico Commission conference in Scottsdale. We have members serving on both the Environment & Water Committee and the Agribusiness & Wildlife Committee.
There's a lot going on!
ABWC President Tom Davis addressed the recently held water "listening sessions" (organized by Representative Rusty Bowers and Senator Gail Griffin) and the Governor's two water related working groups that met
over the summer and fall, leading up to water bills introduced in the current legislative session. Let me just
say, this has been a very attention-grabbing session with more water legislation introduced than normal and
quite the share of divisiveness or difference of opinions. We trust that the numerous water interests and elected officials will be able to move this process along methodically and slowly, in search of the best solution for
the various interests across the state. A number of water and agriculture related bills we've been tracking have
been recently signed into law or vetoed. The one water bill vetoed was SB1510, relating to containerized
plants and irrigation grandfathered water rights. The Governor stated in his veto letter to the Senate President, that he supported a "package" of significant water management policies that move Arizona forward....."Delivering this bill to my desk, by itself, does nothing to address the consumer protections, legal
protections or water conservation that are needed to secure the future of Arizona's most precious resource." It
remains to be seen if any other water legislation will make it through the latter part of this session without a
veto. There is still a budget to be agreed to, school safety and teacher funding priorities to tackle as well and
we're approaching the scheduled 100 day session mark (April 17th), which may need be extended. It is also
an election year so members are anxious to hit the campaign trail.
Regarding the NWRA's, Federal Water Issues Conference, our appointments with our Arizona Congressional
delegation are set and we're hoping to make some progress on federal legislative priorities during this 115th
Congress. Some of our NWRA and Arizona priorities are: addressing the Waters of the U.S. Rule or
WOTUS; forest health; Indian Water Rights Settlement legislation; water infrastructure financing; ESA reform; NEPA reform; Drought Contingency Plan efforts, etc. I am also personally invited to participate in a
meeting with Senator Jeff Flake, U.S. Trade Representative, Ambassador Robert Lighthizer and others to provide suggestions and concerns in regards to the ongoing NAFTA trade negotiations. It will be few busy, productive days on the Hill accompanied by some cold, wet weather. Maybe we can bring some of it back with
us. For more information about our NWRA conference schedule, you can visit: www.nwra.org and view the
agenda.
Last, we are moving right along on preparations for our Annual Meeting and Water Conference, scheduled
for Friday, May 18th at the Salt River Project's PERA Club. Our theme this year: "Is Agriculture any of Your
Business?" We have an interesting agenda planned with speakers enlightening us on just how much we are
all involved in agriculture. Please join us for a half day of networking and perhaps learning something new.
If you're interested in having a booth or would like to be a sponsor, please contact my Assistant Kathy
Rappleye at: 480-558-5301. Thank you and please pray for a wet spring!
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