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How do I open a sermon and discussion
with all of us so entirely different?
John 14:1-14 (NRSVUE)
Vicar Vince Piekarski

[bookmark: _Hlk191395563]Before I start, or before I actually provide a blessing and roll into our studies together, I am going to do something a little bit different. I know that I stand up here as your Vicar, and I recognize that I am not always as strong as I try and show or be. I realize I need your prayers, and I know that I need God to step in more than I ever realize, especially when I keep trying to handle things on my own. There is no mistake that my buddy Jason from Middle School has been sharing prayers and scripture with me for weeks now. There is no mistake that this prayer came up this morning. So, please bow your heads and pray with me and take these words in before we get started here… “Heavenly Father, thank You that the battle before me today is not mine but Yours, I could be worried and upset, but I’m going to take my seat and live from a place of rest. I believe that You are bigger than any problem and You have this covered in Jesus’ name, Amen.”
Thank you for that. I definitely needed it. Sorry, if that was a little bit awkward, but that is me for sure. Alright, let’s go, let’s dig in! “Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.” (2 Corinthians 1:2, NRSVUE) (2) Amen.
I would like to think that as many of you sit here in the pews, or out there on the conference call, that you have heard these words a time or two. I also know that unfortunately we have heard these words a time or two way too many to be rather honest. 
So, as I sat there with these words, and even before I really dug into my studies and other people’s thoughts, I came up with a few questions first. Those being… How do I manage to open a sermon and discussion with all of us that is so entirely different, yet with words that are all too common and real, words that may be hurtful or just too final? How do I open a sermon and discussion with all of us here on a Sunday morning instead of actually preaching and standing in a room with a bunch of us that happen to be grieving over the loss of a loved one? How do I open a sermon and discussion with all of us in a way that allows us to actually open up and hear more instead of just feeling a certain kind of way and being closed off to what else there actually is? So, with those questions in mind, I found a way to press forward in my studies, and in my writing. I also pressed pause and let the Spirit lead. I just did not try and climb this very mountain of scripture, or even wade through these very feelings on my own.
So, if you have not already realized it with that brief introduction, or when you got your bulletins in your email, or when you happened to read your devotionals that follow along with our lectionary cycle, or just when you heard the very words that I read a few short moments ago… then welcome to verses one through six that are all too commonly and traditionally read at most funerals, memorial services, or celebrations of life. These words are supposed to provide comfort and reassurance. These words are meant to address the churched and the unchurched alike. These words lay heavy and yet continually have so much more to be unpacked in them just like our grief and loss, just like our joy and comfort, and just like life and death. The work of the people is to be done in all times and all spaces, it is to be done following the very path that our Lord has paved and walked in front of us, it is to be done with one another and with God at our side, and it is to be done until it is our very hour when we have been called as faithful servants to come home to a life in eternity. So, that is precisely what we are going to do here together this morning.
Alright… How do I open a sermon and discussion with all of us so entirely different? Yet, the answer is plain and simple, and it is that I start exactly the same way! I welcome you into this space, I thank you for listening and being present, and I provide you with the same exact comfort, blessing, reassurance, and peace that our God has already thought out and intricately designed. I remind you of the very forgiveness and grace that has been extended to each and every one of us time and time again without any of our efforts or actions. And, I remind you that is because of the relationship we happen to come into with our very Creator. Of course, the noise and the distractions are out there in the world and happen to temporarily misguide us at times, or even throw us off the path. However, we recenter, we follow God, we realize time and time again who we are and whose we are because Christ is in our hearts and continues to make his presence felt. Christ is at home in us and through us, and we are indeed one together, and we have the blessing of sharing that truth and comfort with others. 
Now, I know last week while I was away that you were encouraged by Chip to listen to the voice of the shepherd. To listen in as he calls and searches and does not forget each one of his sheep. Those very words from scripture, and that very lesson from last week live right into today. There is no mistake from those that select our lectionary cycle each year for the way that the messages fall, and that which we need to hear and live into. So, I call you all to sit back just a little while longer today and explore and listen in to a little bit more with me. I call you to live into these words that we hear all too often at funerals, memorial services, or celebrations of life. I call you to get the additional words and message that we have been blessed and provided with from verses seven to fourteen as well. Let us explore the entire story here that we have been given today, and let us not miss something that may be vital for ourselves, or to share with others. I mean that is truly what the blessing is when we come together and read these verses, when we open this book of books, when we really explore the Bible more and more, even though we already know the entire story. We know that there is Law and Gospel. We know that there is death and life. We know that there is sin and grace. We only know that because of the stories foretold, and the stories lived out in scripture. However, do we just know it, or do we go out there and apply it? Do we realize that we are blessed in an awesome and loving relationship here and now, or do we continually wait for the life hereafter and all that is to come? Did our God come to work and save here, and give us that responsibility too?
You know Philip sounds exactly like Thomas if you ask me. I mean talk about being baffled when the Way, the Truth, and the Life are standing right in front of you; and yet you are still looking for some kind of road map. Talk about being so baffled that the King of Kings, the Lord of Lords, God Almighty is standing right in front of you in flesh and blood as Jesus Christ and yet you are still looking for some kind of proof. I mean, were these guys just this stupid, blind, naïve, or foolish; or were they just simply baffled by what really was, is, and forever shall be? In their defense, no one had ever seen or experienced anything like this. Of course, the scriptures they read or heard were loaded with all of this imagery and truth, but yet it was getting lived out right in front of them, and not just somewhere else, but actually right with them becoming part of the story! So, were these guys still really searching and pondering, or were they just in shock in awe? Were these guys spiritually blind, or did they really accept it, but yet just have such a fear and reverence that could simply not be explained?
We of course could keep wondering and debating here, or we could refocus a bit, and just live into and try and figure out one of the most profound yet somewhat confusing statements in all of scripture here today. Let me remind all of us what we actually heard in Verse 12. For, “Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater works than these, because I am going to the Father.” (2) If we ever needed to get out of a Thomas and Peter discussion then these words just a few short verses later can do that without a problem. How in the world are we supposed to even do some of the works he has already done? Let alone, how in the world are we supposed to do greater works than Jesus? That just does not seem fathomable or possible in my mind, but yet it is. This is where I invite all of us into the intersection of those all too important readings that we had and heard today in our bulletins before we even got to this Gospel Text. This is where I invite all of us to step back from this confusion or overwhelming responsibility and hear and live into the words yet again from 1st Peter Chapter 2, Verse 9, that say and remind us “But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order that you may proclaim the excellence of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light.” (2) Yes, we have been called out of darkness into the marvelous light! We have been entrusted with the responsibility and the ability because we are indeed chosen! We are God’s very own people and we can do greater works because we can keep the kingdom growing, and continually invite people in, by our words and our actions, because they are not just our own, but because they are of God, with God, and through God. We act and serve precisely as Jesus did, and we do not allow ourselves to be defeated for we know there is a continual hope, and that life as we know it did not just end at the cross. We know there is a continual hope for Christ was only laid to rest temporarily in a tomb, and was not bound by death, and was indeed raised back up on the third day. We know there is a continual hope in a Savior who lives, and not just proverbially, or in some stories, but inside of each and every one of us, and binds us together as one body, one heart, one being moving forward to grow the kingdom here on earth before it is too late and we ourselves or others may never get to hear or experience the words, well done good and faithful servant. 
Let us not keep eternity and the gift of everlasting life to ourselves, let us go out there and do great things and share that grace, mercy, and peace with others so that we all can rejoice in the many rooms that are set aside and guaranteed for all of us to abide in. Let us remember the forever truth in this continued Easter Season, and in every day as we announce and proclaim that Christ is Risen… He is Risen Indeed!!!
Alleluia and Amen.




















John 14:1-14 (NRSVUE)
On the night that he is to be arrested, Jesus shares final words with his disciples. As the one through whom God is known, he promises to go before them and act on their behalf.

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1 “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. 2 In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. 4 And you know the way to the place where I am going.” 5 Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the way?” 6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 7 If you know me, you will know my Father also. From now on you do know him and have seen him.”

8 Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” 9 Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10 Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own, but the Father who dwells in me does his works. 11 Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me, but if you do not, then believe because of the works themselves. 12 Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater works than these, because I am going to the Father. 13 I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14 If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it.”
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