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Welcome

BLASTS FROM THE
PAST
Orchid Shows in
2016 and 2017

Message from Your President
Dear Members,
In light of recent events, we
have
cancelled our April
member meeting and are
working diligently to reschedule
our upcoming speakers. Since
things seem to be changing from
day to day, we will keep you
posted
about
our
future
meetings.
I know that, once this is behind
us, there will be a great deal
learned which will make us even stronger moving forward. We
recognize that these are unsettling times, we want you to know that
your safety and well-being remain our first priority.
During this difficult time, I strongly encourage you to support our
vendors who may be struggling. Remember, most of them exclusively
sell their plants through shows like ours and those shows are not taking
place right now. Many of them are offering specials on their websites.
The following are our show vendors and contact information:
Odom's Orchids: http://www.odoms.com
Krull-Smith: https://www.krullsmith.com
Plantico:https://plantiolaorquidea.com
Quest Orchids: http://questorchids.net
Bredren Orchids : https://www.facebook.com/Bredren-Orchids361347537274946/
Mac's Orchids: https://www.facebook.com/macsorchids
Miller's Way Orchids: Email: millerswayorchids@gmail.com; Gail
Miller (954)629-8353
Red Hawk :http://www.redhawknursery.com

Florida Sun Coast: http://www.FloridaSuncoastOrchids.com
Butterflies Are Free Landscaping: www.BocaLandscapers.com
Green Barn Orchid Supplies: https://www.greenbarnorchid.com
I have already purchased 8 plants from our vendors and have been
quite happy with their quality and the way they arrived - safely
packaged. I fully intend to continue my support in the coming months.
I'm really looking forward to my next shipment.
Did you know that our logo is the Ghost Orchid, Dendrophylax
lindenii? Find out more by reading an interesting article below from the
National Audubon Society and watching a video from National
Geographic.
The American Orchid Society has several excellent educational videos
and they are offering webinars free to non-members for the month of
April.

MADELINE'S ORCHID

In the meantime, please go outside and enjoy your beautiful garden it's good for the soul! So, step away from the screen for a minute. Look
out a window. Talk to a loved one. Listen to some music. Breathe.
Stay healthy and happy orchid growing, and remember We Are All In This Together!
Michele Owens
President

Ghost Orchid
Ghost Orchid from the National Audubon Society

Grown by member Wayne
Green and
named for
M a d e l i n e Michaelowski, a
long time member who died
last year. Pda Ambrosian
Twinkle " Madeline"

Can an Orchid grown
under the ground?

Despite extensive efforts, nobody had ever definitively documented
the pollination of the ghost
orchid, Dendrophylax lindenii a
leafless epiphyte in the tribe
Vandeae, a mysterious plant that
grows in the towering trees of
the Everglades-until now.
The ethereal flowers thrive in
difficult-to-access,
flooded
forests and are only pollinated
at night by, it's long been
assumed, a moth. The giant
sphinx moth, with a proboscis
long enough to reach deep into
the flower's nectar tube, was a
prime suspect.
Ghost orchids-so named for their white color and thin, leafless stems
that make the blooms appear to float in the air-prefer swampy,
tropical forests and are found in small numbers in south Florida and

Cuba. In the Everglades some hide in the canopy of tall trees, far
from human reach. Those closer to the ground may fall prey to
poachers, who pluck the delicate flowers from trunks and branches,
flouting state endangered species laws. Unlocking secrets of the
orchid's ecology could help provide the scientific data and public
awareness needed for the plant to gain federal status, says Houlihan.
That would bring steeper fines for poachers as well as trigger funding
to better protect the flowers and their habitat.
Photographer Mac Stone became captivated by this enigma after
friends took him deep into a Florida swamp to a secret glade teeming
with hundreds of dangling ghost orchids. In the summer of 2018, he
Orchidaceae: Rhizanthella put his climbing skills and technical prowess to use to help finally solve
gardneri
it. Stone enlisted Peter Houlihan, a conservation scientist from the
Florida Museum of Natural History who had spent more than five
Underground Orchid
frustrating years trying to catch a giant sphinx moth in the act. For
Photo: By Fred Hort 2.5
months the two men climbed a tree in the Audubon Corkscrew Swamp
cm across. In 1986 we
were privileged to see an Sanctuary that hosts a ghost orchid, setting a camera trap, waiting
underground orchid (or
diligently.
two). I think these were
To read the entire article and view pictures, click here.
most beautiful flowers and
the photos never do them
justice. They are a flower View an enthralling video on pollinating the Ghost Orchid from the
which never sees the light National Geographic Society, by going to YouTube and search for :
of day, growing and
Rare Ghost Orchid Has Multiple Pollinators | Short Film Showcase
flowering completely
underground. I found this
Deep in remote Florida swamps, a team of researchers and
one by watching the
photographers have made a new discovery that upends what
ground under a shrub and
we thought we knew about the ghost orchid, one of the
noticed a small hole
world's most iconic flowers, and how it reproduces.
where small insects were
coming and going. I
gently pulled back the leaf
litter and found this plant.
For more, click here.

April Growing
From Motes Orchids

March weather has been as much a
delight for our orchids as it has
been for ourselves! With wide
swings
from
day
to
night
temperature our March weather
this year has mimicked the mid
elevations of tropical mountains
from whence so many of our
cultivated species come. The lower
than usual high temperatures, have
kept mites from their typical
rampage in the dry air of March.

New Orchid Stamps

V. Richard Killian x V. Motes
Buttercup

Thrips, too have not been as happy
with the cooler temperatures.
NEW WILD ORCHIDS
Snails
have
not
had
as
much
opportunity to roam with the lower
COLLECTION FROM THE
U.S.POSTAL
SYSTEM. rainfall this month. Fungal diseases too have been staunched by
You can order these beautiful the drier air. All good news for a great start to the growing
orchids on line by
season!
clicking here.

FACEBOOK

With that thought in mind we need to finish repotting all the

Follow us on Facebook
and keep up to date on
news of DBOS.
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plants
which have out grown their
containers. We also need to be
sure that we have applied time
release fertilizer. The brand
"Dynamite" is best in the low
Phosphorus formula available at
Lowe's. Liquid fertilizer in the
Michigan State formula (or
comparable low phosphorus
formula) available from the
"Sources"
listed
in Florida
Orchid
Growing.
Low
temperatures have also given
V. Ambrosian Discovery
us
a
final
indication
of
magnesium deficiency in the reddening foliage of some of our
plants. One tablespoon of magnesium sulphate (Epsom salts) in
combination with 1Tbs. potassium nitrate (available in small
quantities from suppliers listed in Florida Orchid Growing) per gal
of water will erase the red and the deficiency.
With some luck the ideal growing conditions will persist into April
but with rising temperatures the usual culprits, mites
and trips will re-emerge. Be ready to take the recommend
actions for their control. Meanwhile enjoy the weather and the
profusion of spring bloom.
During the pandemic, Motes is
having spectacular orchid sales
while the orchid shows are
cancelled. So check out his web
site for current deals or buy
one of his excellent books on
growing orchid in Florida. Click
here to see
outstanding
orchids for sale.

Past President : Bill Thrall
Newsletter Editor: Valerie
Smith
Club Photographer: John
Morris
WE WANT TO HEAR
FROM YOU

V. Dear Joy x V. Motes Ruby Pixie

Martin Motes, PhD.
If you have any suggestions Motes Orchids
or comments regarding the
Society, meetings or this
newsletter, please feel free to Upcoming Meetings and Events
contact
our
President,
Michele Owens at
at 954- We Miss You and ....
695-7889 or email.
all our upcoming meetings and events have been suspended until the

pandemic is over and South Florida gets the all clear.

If you have special event in
your life or know of a member
who is ill, please call our
Corresponding
Secretary, SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS
Bernadette Garfinkel at 561
398-6315 or email.
Moving? Changed your e-mail
or phone number? We don't
want to lose contact with you.
Please
contact
our
Membership Chair, Donna
Holt Swanson. email
AT THE MEETINGS

Thomas Johnson
Sr. Financial Advisor
National Securities Corporation, member FINRA/SIPC
2424 North Federal
Highway | Suite # 400
| Boca Raton FL 33431

Have a question regarding office561-392-1011 | direct line 561-392-1784 | cell 561orchid care? We're planning 350-8451 fax 561-361-4150
to answer member questions
at the end of each meeting
(time permitting). Look for ________________________________________________
the Question Box on the sign
in table. Feel free to ask those
burning questions & our team
of orchard experts will do
their best to give you an
answer.
Suggestion Box :

We want to hear from you! To
insure that our members are
getting the most out of our
society, we're implementing a
suggestion box. Feel free to
suggest
new
topics
or
discussions
for
future
meetings, field trips, special
events or outings.
Please note the field trip to
orchid growers in homestead
is cancelled due to high costs,
but we are busy planning
other fun events.

Our goal is to stimulate interest, provide education and enable the
exchange of information among orchid lovers
interested in the culture of orchids.
DELRAY BEACH ORCHID SOCIETY
PO Box 6571
Delray Beach, FL. 33482
Monthly Meetings are held on the second Wednesday of each month,
except December. Start time 7:00 PM
Location: Veterans Park Adult Recreation Building, 802 NE 1 Street,
Delray Beach, FL. 33483
954-695-7889
Visit our Web Site Click here
Follow us on Facebook
We are a non profit 501 {c} 3 organization

