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[bookmark: _Hlk191395563]“Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.” (2 Corinthians 1:2, NRSVUE) (2) Amen.
Wow! What in the heck did we just read and hear? How in the world did we get to this point? How did we just go straight to Apocalyptic Literature and End Times Discourse just a few short weeks out from Advent and Christmas? What does all of this really mean? Should we be worried and scared? Should we let this overwhelm and confuse us? Should we get out our proverbial lists and make sure we have crossed everything off? Should we ensure we dotted all of our I’s and crossed all of our T’s? Is the end really near? Are we ready? To those questions related to our feelings, mindset, actions, and preparedness I will confidently stand up here in front of you and in front of God and say… NO!!!
What just one minute! What did you just say? How can you so confidently say NO Vicar Vince? Well, let me tell you, or even reassure you of this… if we really are living in full faith and trust with the total awareness and reality of being baptized children of God then we really should have no worries or fears. NO, is indeed all of our answers here then today. Yes, I just said that, and I mean it! This is also precisely where I have told you all several times over the years that my sermon has to preach to me before I can even get up here and confidently deliver it or share it with you. Those very words, that mentality right there, preaches to me for sure; and more so, I need to make sure that I take it to heart and listen just like I expect and hope for all of you to do. This is where I need to be reminded just the same as all of you out there in the pews and on the conference call that our Triune God really does have all things handled. Our Triune God has already thought of all things, dealt with all things, and been there to handle all things at various times and places in the past, and is doing the very same thing in our lives right here and right now alongside of us at this very moment. What a statement and what a reality! However, we really do need to fully live into that, and if we do then we can do precisely as our Gospel text called the apostles to back then, and calls every single one of us as disciples this day to do, and that is to Testify and Endure Without Fear.
You know I read over these words earlier in the week as I was putting the bulletin together and for some reason they did not really strike me. They didn’t have the impact that they did when I read them over and over again throughout the week. I will admit some confusion and chaos ensued, and instead of letting those feelings overwhelm me I just let the words and the text marinate in my heart and mind. I did my usual research, as I went about my business between jobs, classes, assignments, decorating the house, and life. Then, I revisited these words yet again as Heather and I were out and about yesterday. I really broke down the text and felt that I gained some understanding. Then, as I sat down just last night to type, I found that I kept hitting keys and looking at a screen with what I had already thought I had composed, yet there was absolutely nothing! I finally waved the white flag, and I admitted temporary defeat. I set my alarms for 4 and 4:30AM to take my final swings at this before church. Shockingly enough I awkwardly woke up between alarms, I rolled out of bed, I let my feet hit the floor, I said to myself that with God as my help and guide that I got this, and I realized it was time to Testify and Endure Without Fear.
Sure, the world back then seems so much more different, but if we step back for a moment, then we realize that it really is no different than today. For instance, we build wonderful buildings, we have magnificent careers and create a wonderful savings, or we collect great things that become so wonderful and awesome to us that before we seem to even realize it, they all practically become idols. This is why God gets so mad, or even frustrated with us at times. I really can picture God just simply shaking his head. So, instead of letting us go about and continuing on in the manner we are God steps in and handles things. God corrects our missteps. God sometimes even goes to the effort of destroying things to yet again create anew. To this I am more than certain we all can time and time again Testify and Endure Without Fear.
[bookmark: _Hlk214164488]Let’s put it this way… The temple in our story today, the very same one that took so long to build, that was so marvelous, was destroyed in a heartbeat just as Jesus proclaimed. As a matter of fact, before these words hit print or were told to others while sharing the good news it had already happened. Just as Jesus said and predicted. We need not be so misguided by some building and its greatness. We need to put our stock in the real church. That is the people who come to worship and praise God. That is those of us that gather time and time again in these pews, on this conference call, and out there in the world to do the work and the ministry of our Triune God precisely as the plan was drawn up, precisely as we were created. It is not just me standing up here that gets to Testify and Endure Without Fear, but all of you that get to do the very same thing with your neighbors, with your loved ones, and with all of those people who you come into contact with out there in the world.
However, we need to be a little cautious. We need to watch who is in our midst. Sometimes we really do need to protect ourselves from false prophets and teachings. A false prophet or teacher will assuredly say that these words speak to us in a manner that we should come to realize that the end times are near. That we should repent, get all of our proverbial ducks in a row, and that we should hope we have done all the right things and are ready and worthy when Christ comes again. Hello… we should already be comforted by the fact that we are baptized and we are water washed and born anew. We should be living into a life of readiness each and every day for Christ to come not solely by our actions or what we think we can do, but precisely by what Jesus Christ has already done for all of us by marching to the cross, dying, and rising from the dead. That is the true and blessed assurance of our faith, and that is what I am going to buy into no matter what I read in any other book or hear what others preach, it is all right here in our Bibles! Let us Testify and Endure Without Fear to that very reassurance and truth folks!
Alright, next up before I get to overwhelmed and to preachy here. We are reminded that bad stuff will happen for sure, as it always does. We are reminded time and time again to not be so caught up in this. Sure, there will be signs, but more than the obvious and common stuff that we see day in and day out like war, famine, persecutions, and natural disasters. Heck, we are even reminded that families, kingdoms, and nations will rise up against one another. All these things shall come to pass, and they are normal parts of life, but we need to quit reading them as these signs that signal the end. We need to quit putting so much stock into the end, and we need to put more stock in right relationship with our brothers and sisters in Christ by putting more stock in right relationship with our Creator, our Triune God, and by doing this, we can surely Testify and Endure Without Fear.
Now, did you know that you may be arrested and persecuted? However, you may not be thrown into a real jail cell. Although, you may very well feel as if you have been arrested because of the actions you take because of your faith. You may lose friends and family, and be persecuted by the very people that once stood beside and with you. That for sure can make you feel as if you are in an alternative kind of jail. However, if we keep living into that right relationship with our Triune God, and when we have total trust and faith, then we know that we will be blessed.  We will be prepared for the battle out there in ways that we could not simply prepare ourselves for on our own. What is even more scary is that if we are truly living into that right relationship, we may actually lose our lives. However, if we really think about it, we lost them long ago when our parents, grandparents, sponsors, and the church spoke up for us, with us, and with our Triune God at our baptisms. We died to self and were born anew with and in Christ. We were given the blessed assurance that God has, will, and will always be by our sides until the end of time. Knowing, living into, and truly believing that right there allows us to be able to Testify and Endure Without Fear.
Sure, this Apocalyptic Literature and End Times Discourse just a few short weeks out from Advent and Christmas can be offsetting and scary. It truly can be the reality in which we live into each and every single day. Or we can change that reality and realize that no matter what or who comes up against us, that Christ already has it all handled. That the world is really only a playground and preparation for an amazing life yet to come. Let us go out there and Testify and Endure Without Fear through the message we share, the actions we show others, and the life that we lead in hopes that we will lead others to Christ and the life hereafter and that we truly get to rejoice together.
[bookmark: _Hlk199781786]Amen.








Luke 21:5-19 (NRSVUE)
     As history moves toward God’s fulfillment there will be frightening signs and 
     events. Before the end, believers will draw strength from their relationship to God 
     and will be given the words they need to testify and to endure without fear.

     5 When some were speaking about the temple, how it was adorned with beautiful 
     stones and gifts dedicated to God, [Jesus] said, 6 “As for these things that you 
     see, the days will come when not one stone will be left upon another; all will be 
     thrown down.”

     7 They asked him, “Teacher, when will this be, and what will be the sign that this 
     is about to take place?” 8 And he said, “Beware that you are not led astray, for 
     many will come in my name and say, ‘I am he!’ and, ‘The time is near!’ Do not go 
     after them.
  
     9 “When you hear of wars and insurrections, do not be terrified, for these things 
     must take place first, but the end will not follow immediately.” 10 Then he said to 
     them, “Nation will rise against nation and kingdom against kingdom; 11 there will 
     be great earthquakes and in various places famines and plagues, and there will 
     be dreadful portents and great signs from heaven.
  
    12 “But before all this occurs, they will arrest you and persecute you; they will
     hand you over to synagogues and prisons, and you will be brought before kings 
     and governors because of my name. 13 This will give you an opportunity to 
     testify. 14 So make up your minds not to prepare your defense in advance, 15 for 
     I will give you words and a wisdom that none of your opponents will be able to 
     withstand or contradict. 16 You will be betrayed even by parents and siblings, by 
     relatives and friends, and they will put some of you to death. 17 You will be hated 
     by all because of my name. 18 But not a hair of your head will perish. 19 By your 
     endurance you will gain your souls.”
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