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CARDIAC ARREST?
*  No signs of life
*  No palpable pulses

\ 4

e AT :> UNLIKELY = mepicaL cause
asphyxiation, impact apnoea)
LIKELY
Standard life
support algorithms ‘

Box 1: BUNDLE OF LIFESAVING INTERVENTIONS
(Prioritise over chest compressions and defibrillation)

*  External haemorrhage control

+  Ensure adequate oxygenation and ventilation

+  Bilateral thoracostomies

+  Rapid volume replacement (IV/I0) with warmed
blood and blood products (crystalloid if blood not
available)

*  Apply pelvic binder in blunt trauma

CONSIDER
THORACOTOMY
Especially in

REGHIAIOE jury Decision to STOP resuscitation
can be guided by -
+  Duration of cardiac arrest
ROSC? NO +  Lack of response to life-
RS saving interventions (Box 1)
*  Persistently low ETCO,
YES +  Cardiac standstill on US

\. #

*  Consider transfer to theatre for Damage
Control Surgery (DCS)
*  Consider formal imaging (CT)
*  Consider vasopressors in isolated head injury
_* Arrange PICU transfer

Figure 1  Paediatric TCA algorithm. ETCO,, end tidal carbon dioxide; PICU, paediatric intensive care unit; ROSC, return of spontaneous circulation;
TCA, traumatic cardiac arrest.

Reference: BMJ, Vassallo J, et al. Emerg Med J 2018;0:1-6. doi:10.1136/emermed-2018-
207739
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