Week of November 25, 2018
Genesis 30:22-43

22 Then God remembered Rachel, and God listened to her and opened her womb. 23 And she conceived and bore a son, and said, “God has taken away my reproach.” 24 So she called his name [a]Joseph, and said, “The LORD shall add to me another son.”
25 And it came to pass, when Rachel had borne Joseph, that Jacob said to Laban, “Send me away, that I may go to my own place and to my country. 26 Give me my wives and my children for whom I have served you and let me go; for you know my service which I have done for you.”
27 And Laban said to him, “Please stay, if I have found favor in your eyes, for I have learned by experience that the LORD has blessed me for your sake.” 28 Then he said, “Name me your wages, and I will give it.”
29 So Jacob said to him, “You know how I have served you and how your livestock has been with me. 30 For what you had before I came was little, and it has increased to a great amount; the LORD has blessed you [b]since my coming. And now, when shall I also provide for my own house?”
31 So he said, “What shall I give you?”
And Jacob said, “You shall not give me anything. If you will do this thing for me, I will again feed and keep your flocks: 32 Let me pass through all your flock today, removing from there all the speckled and spotted sheep, and all the brown ones among the lambs, and the spotted and speckled among the goats; and these shall be my wages. 33 So my righteousness will answer for me in time to come, when the subject of my wages comes before you: every one that is not speckled and spotted among the goats, and brown among the lambs, will be considered stolen, if it is with me.”
34 And Laban said, “Oh, that it were according to your word!” 35 So he removed that day the male goats that were speckled and spotted, all the female goats that were speckled and spotted, every one that had some white in it, and all the brown ones among the lambs, and gave them into the hand of his sons. 36 Then he put three days’ journey between himself and Jacob, and Jacob fed the rest of Laban’s flocks.
37 Now Jacob took for himself rods of green poplar and of the almond and chestnut trees, peeled white strips in them, and exposed the white which was in the rods. 38 And the rods which he had peeled, he set before the flocks in the gutters, in the watering troughs where the flocks came to drink, so that they should conceive when they came to drink. 39 So the flocks conceived before the rods, and the flocks brought forth streaked, speckled, and spotted. 40 Then Jacob separated the lambs and made the flocks face toward the streaked and all the brown in the flock of Laban; but he put his own flocks by themselves and did not put them with Laban’s flock.
41 And it came to pass, whenever the stronger livestock conceived, that Jacob placed the rods before the eyes of the livestock in the gutters, that they might conceive among the rods. 42 But when the flocks were feeble, he did not put them in; so, the feebler were Laban’s and the stronger Jacob’s. 43 Thus the man became exceedingly prosperous, and had large flocks, female and male servants, and camels and donkeys.

Understanding the Scriptures
The lesson this week continues with the family history and generation of Abraham’s family. Today’s scripture deals with Jacob, Rachel and Laban (Rachel’s father and Abraham’s nephew).  After working several years to seven years to take Rachel’s hand in marriage, Laban tricked Jacob and had him to marry his oldest daughter whose name was Leah.  Laban told Jacob that if he worked seven more years for him, he would allow him to marry Rachel.  During that time frame Leah bore several children with Jacob as did her hand maid.  Rachel was barren and could not have children, so she gave her hand maid to Jacob to bore him children.  God finally opened Rachel’s womb and she gave birth to a son and named him Joseph.  Now as Jacob was nearing the end of his fourteen years of service of working for Laban; Jacob requested that he be allowed to take his family and leave.  Laban asked Jacob how much he would need to pay him for his services.  Jacob had brought Laban considerable wealth over the 14-year period.  Money was not given during this time frame but flocks since he performed the role of a shepherd.   Laban agreed to give Jacob the spotted or speckled goats, sheep and every dark-colored lamb.  However, Laban tried to devise a plan that would keep Jacob’s flock from growing.  Jacob also devised a plan due to his understanding of how his father-in-law had dealt with him in the past.  God was with Jacob and his flock grew while Laban’s flock did grow.  Laban’s tried to set a roadblock for Jacob so that he would not leave.  For 14 years Laban had been cunning and dishonest and treated Jacob unfairly.    As a Christian youth can be assured that God watches over the faithful and sooner or later, he will reward them for doing what is right.
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