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With these words in 1900, we ushered in a new century and many of the
Minnesota State Fair’s most prosperous years. Coincidentally, these were
also the years that saw the spread of postcard collecting in the United
States. For that reason, a glimpse into the fair’s past can readily be had
through a postcard’s image.
My first fair card, a relatively common view of the Main Building, piqued
my interest. More searching resulted in several cards of the same
building. Its 120 foot wooden dome was the hallmark of the fair from
1884, the construction date, to its fiery demise in 1944. Perhaps,
however, the Agricultural or Exposition labels on some of the cards
indicated the building’s varied uses.
The original
purpose of a
building may have
changed to “reflect
the times”. During
the early part of
this century, the
perception was that
men could do
almost anything,
but the ladies’ expertise was centered around jellies, bread, and quilts.
Consequently, in 1907, this traditional division of the sexes was clearly
felt when the commercial displays were moved into new quarters, and
the Manufacturers’ Building became the permanent Woman’s Building.
Its later names became Home Activities and then Creative Activities
Building.
See State Fair on page 8
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Let’s go to the Fair
The October meeting speakers were Kathryn Strand Koutsky and Lindy Koutsky
who provided a slide show of some of the
images that appear in their newest book,
Minnesota State Fair. This book contains
many postcard images as well as some
photos and provides a wonderful history of
the state fair from the beginning.
The authors offered the members at the
meeting an opportunity to buy the book,
which they graciously autographed.
In the photo, you’ll see the authors with the
book as well as some postcards they’ve
produced based on some of the posters they
found in their research to write the book.
Anyone interested in state fairs, Minnesota
history or even agriculture will find this
book to be a great addition to their collection.
…………………….Editor

Welcome New Members:
•

Bill Nelson, Bloomington, MN collects Norway, Denmark and Sweden postcards.

•

Walter Grecula, Maplewood, MN collects depots, genealogy, Hibbing, MN mines postcards.

•

John Anderson, 436 Upton Ave. So., Minneapolis, MN 55405.

•

David MacLeod, 1408 8th St., Chetek, WI 54728 collects greetings, holiday postcards.

•

Dennis Bork, 2772 Hope Rd., Cottage Grove, MN 53527, collects Wisconsin postcards.

•

David Krocak, 18273 Denver St., Elk River, MN 55330 collects real photo postcards.
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Postcard Info on the Internet
By Alan Calavano
To understand how bidding on eBay works, it’s important to know that every bid you make is essentially a
maximum bid. By that I mean that eBay will only use as much of your bid as it needs to in order to make
you the high bidder. Let’s look at an example.
Let’s say you that you find an item on eBay that you’d like to buy and the “starting bid” (an amount set by
the seller) is $4.75. If you bid $4.75, you will become the “High bidder” and if no one else bids against
you, you will win the item.
In most cases, however, someone else (let’s call them PCBULLY) would also like to buy the item, so let’s
say that they then bid $5.00 ($4.75 plus the minimum bid increment of $.25) so that they are now the high
bidder. To regain the lead, you would then have to bid again, this time $5.25 ... and so it goes.
In contrast, let’s say that your initial bid was $9.75. Since the starting bid for the item was $4.75, eBay
will only use $4.75 of your $9.75 bid and you will be the high bidder at $4.75 just as before. But this time,
when PCBULLY bids $5.00 for the item, eBay will immediately increase your bid to $5.25 ($5.00 plus the
minimum bid increment of $.25) and you will remain the high bidder. This concept is called “proxy
bidding”.
OK, so what happens if instead of bidding $5.00 when you’re the high bidder at $4.75, PCBULLY bids
$15.00? Since his maximum bid ($15.00) is greater than yours ($9.75), using proxy bidding, eBay will
immediately increase the current high bid to your maximum bid ($9.75) plus one minimum bid increment
($.25) and PCBULLY will be the high bidder at $10.00. If you still wanted to purchase the item, you
would have to bid again. Note that neither you nor PCBULLY knows what the other person’s maximum
bid is, except by bidding high enough to exceed it.
Bid Increments
The bid increment is the amount by which a bid will be raised each time the current bid is exceeded. Like
live auctions, it is predetermined based on the current high bid.
For current high bids between $0.01 and $0.99 the minimum bid increment is $0.01. For current high bids
between $1.00 and $4.99 the minimum bid increment is $0.25. For current high bids between $5.00 and
$24.99 the minimum bid increment is $0.50. For current high bids between $25.00 and $99.99 the
minimum bid increment is $1.00 and for current high bids between $100.00 and $249.99 the minimum bid
increment is $2.50.
A bid increment will go higher than the standard increment in two situations:
·

To meet the reserve amount (if there is one). A reserve amount is the minimum price a seller will
accept for an item.

·

To beat a competing bidder's high bid
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INTERNET continued from page 3

To see the history of bids that have been placed on an item, click on the number of bids in the “History” field
of the item description (just above the “High Bidder” field). You can also click on the number of bids in the
“Bids” column of the “Items I’m Watching” list on the “My eBay” page.
Sometimes the auction page for an item will show that there are 2 bids, yet there is only one bidder listed in the
history of bids. This happens when a member places more then one bid to increase their maximum bid amount.
For example, if you are the first bidder on an item and you place a second bid to increase your maximum bid
amount, the item page would show the current high bid at the opening bid amount, but would show that two
bids have been placed on this item.
Sniping
The main problem with eBay proxy bidding is that if some else (or several other people) also want an item;
every time you raise your bid, they raise their bid until someone eventually throws in the towel and gives up.
This is great for the Seller of the item, but not particularly great for you as a potential buyer.
The solution to this problem lies in something called “sniping”. While it’s probably obvious if you think about
it, there’s really no advantage in being the high bidder on an item until immediately before the auction closes.
When you snipe an item, you use a computer service to automatically place a bid on an item just seconds before the auction ends.
In my mind, Sniping has three main advantages over proxy bidding: 1) your bid gets placed within the last
few seconds so there’s no time for another bidder to bid again; 2) there’s no indication that you’re even interested in the item until your snipe gets executed; and 3) you can enter the maximum amount you’re willing to
pay in the sniping program and just forget about the item until the auction ends. Theoretically this last point is
true of proxy bidding as well, but typically, if someone exceeds your maximum proxy bid, there’s at least the
temptation to bid again and thereby pay more than you wanted to (ego can be a very costly factor in an eBay
auction). With sniping, since the bid doesn’t get placed until the last few seconds, there isn’t even the possibility of increasing your bid if it’s not high enough.
For what it’s worth, I use the sniping service called Auctionsniper (at WWW.AUCTIONSNIPER.COM) and
I SNIPE EVERY EBAY PURCHASE THAT I MAKE. Auctionsniper costs me about $.25 per successful
transaction (there’s a sliding scale that amounts to about 1% of the purchase price) and if I don’t win the item
it doesn’t cost me anything. There’s no fixed monthly fee and once a month the total of my sniping fees for
that month gets charged to my Visa account. I also get three free snipes if someone signs up for Auctionsniper
and list me as a referral (ALCAL@ALUM.MIT.EDU) on the registration page and if I’m not mistaken, your
first three snipes at Auctionsniper are free to give you a chance to try it out.
Some people think that sniping is somehow unethical. I think that anything else is just plain dumb. The whole
idea of participating in an eBay auction is to purchase items that you’re interested in at the best possible (i.e.
lowest) price ... and sniping is the smartest way that I know to do that.
P.S. You may be wondering what happens if two or more people snipe the same item. Actually, it’s
pretty simple. Since all the same eBay bidding rules apply to sniping that apply to regular bids, whoever bids
the highest amount wins ... so long as their snipe exceeds the then current bid by at least the minimum bid
increment. If someone else snipes at a higher amount than you do, you get “outsniped” (i.e. you lose).
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SNIPE continued from page 4
Next time we’ll spend some time looking into some of the idiosyncrasies of eBay bidding, we’ll look at some
of the different types of eBay auctions that you’ll sometimes encounter (“Buy-It-Now”, “Reserve Not Met”,
“Make An Offer” and maybe “Dutch Auctions”), and we’ll discuss the most convenient way of paying for
your eBay purchases (using PayPal).
As always, if you have any comments, questions, ideas, requests or PC related Internet sites that you'd like to
contribute to this column, please contact me at ALCAL@ALUM.MIT.EDU or 507-282-4389. Guestwritten Internet related articles are also welcome.
Alan Calavano

Volunteers Make Things Happen!
Your opportunity to serve on the
Board of Directors starts with a phone
call and then the election in December
TCPC is managed by a group of volunteers who do
various jobs and as these jobs are done, the group
moves forward. Many of the positions are elected
and this election occurs in the December meeting.
We don’t pressure anyone to do anything but it is
necessary to have people who volunteer to run for
positions. This year Fred has decided to step down as president. Perhaps others
will do the same and so it’s time for others to pick up where these volunteers
leave off. We, the current board, would encourage all of you to seriously consider
giving of your time. It’s not a huge obligation but it is necessary. Many of the
positions really require limited time but they do require involvement. If you
would like to
volunteer, contact Fred Schiffman, 612-529-4937 and chat with
him about your interest.
And don’t think you need to know all the answers—many will help you but we
need the leadership to keep the club momentum going.
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What happened to Dr. Mayo?
By John L. Cole
I didn’t notice this but it was brought to my attention and I thought it was unusual, so I am
sharing it with you.
Card No. 1 by Commercial Chrome, post marked Rochester, MN in 1919 shows the waiting
room of St. Mary's Hospital. It’s a colored card with an array of furniture. A nice card of that
period.
Card #1

Card #2

The second card by Bloom
Brothers, is post marked
1916 also from Rochester,
MN. This card is almost
the same as the first card
but it’s not.
This card has a picture of
Dr. William Mayo on the
wall next to another picture
hidden behind the ceiling
light. A chair on the far left
is missing and a black
square in the doorway that
could be a register is missing. Everything else is the
same. The paper on the table, the plant stand, and the
rug is the same only different colors.
What happened to Dr.
William Mayo’s picture?
Why did they remove or add
things to the card? We may
never know the answer. If
you can add to the puzzle
drop me a line; it would be
great to solve this puzzle.
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Postcard Shows—A recap of what TCPC members enjoyed this year. In an earlier
newsletter, the spring show was reviewed but TCPC members had an opportunity to
attend Morgan Rogan’s summer postcard show held at the Rosemont Armory and this
fall, TCPC held its fall show at the Bloomington MN armory.
Both shows were well attended and talking to Morgan, the coordinator of the Rosemont
show and Dave Johnson, coordinator of the TCPC show, both were well attended with
many people traveling from out of state to partake in the shows. Morgan’s show also includes “paper” in addition to the postcards
The fall TCPC show also had a postcard board contest which allowed for those in
attendance to vote for their favorite board. Page 9 and 12 show additional boards presented. The TCPC board of directors encourages everyone to make and bring boards
such as this to future shows.
…………………..Editor
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STATE FAIR continued from page 1

At the outset, changes in the Minnesota Pavilion
would be part of its destiny. Minnesota’s delegation
to the 1904 Louisiana Purchase Exposition hoped to
construct its headquarters in such a way that it
could be rebuilt. So the “St. Louis Building” was
dismantled and shipped back to Minnesota, where it
was reconstructed on the fair grounds. At first it
served as a clubhouse for newspapermen. In 1913
the rural women of the state were invited to take
possession of the building and grounds. It became
the fair’s Rest Cottage and Day Nursery, a place
where women could rest, talk, read, or sleep. In the
1960s, altered significantly, it ended its days as the
headquarters for KSTP radio and television.
Some aspects of the fair helped to “put
Minnesota on the map”. For example, the $100,000
Hippodrome, or Live Stock Pavilion, built in 1906,
was said to be “the largest show building in
America”. Its “modified Mission Style of
architecture”, with a red tile roof and deep recesses,
was new and different in the early 1900s. It came
to symbolize a bright agricultural future for
Minnesota. Then on September 8, 1906, Dan Patch
set a world’s racing record of 1:55 at the Minnesota
State Fair. Minnesota had arrived!
Certainly, that racing record was witnessed
by throngs of excited Grandstand show spectators.
Beginning in 1877 with a mock battle fought by
Civil War veterans, and continuing after
construction of the new facility in 1909, the
Grandstand shows still entertain us with noise,
color, and thrills. The entertainment never stops
even though today’s thrills center around top
recording artists.
Remembering my first Grandstand show in
the 1950’s, I can visualize the daring airplane
stunts and the high-wire walkers. But the highlight of my evening were fireworks unlike any
I had ever seen before, including a gigantic aerial replica of the American flag.
A moment captured on paper -- a postcard. Is it just a forgotten image of a bygone era,
or does it tell a fascinating story of our history? Only you and I can be the judges.
PAGE 8
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Meet Dave Norman
TCPC Assistant Editor
Dave is a life-long resident of Minneapolis. He attended the University of Minnesota and studied Industrial Electronics at Brown
Institute in Minneapolis and then continued to work at various
firms in the Twin Cities.
From an early age, Dave was fascinated by trains and focused on
electric trains and trolleys. In 1954 as a youngster, Dave was
aboard the last streetcar to run in Minneapolis.
He kept rail and trolley postcards that had been sent to him by
friends and relatives and purchased a few cards from time to
time. About 11 or 12 years ago, he attended a TCPC postcard
show for the first time. That got him hooked on collecting cards
and he joined the club. His topics are trolleys or other rail subjects. He does have a few on various other topics, such as interesting places he has visited while on vacation trips and ethnic music. Dave states that “The
smallest category in my collection is Normans.”
Dave wrote some articles for the club's newsletter. About two years ago, Sherrill Sparks, who was editor of
the newsletter at the time, asked Dave to help her with the newsletter, so Dave became Assistant Editor. He
helps with tasks such as story development and proofreading.
Beside the postcard club, he is a member of a number of model railroad and railfan organizations. He helped
plan and build the model trolley line on the model railroad layout at Bandana Square in St. Paul. He has been
involved with the museum trolley line at Lake Harriet in Minneapolis since it started, serving as a motorman
and conductor several times a month during the operating season. He also operates trolleys at Excelsior, MN
and Mt. Pleasant, IA.

Additional PC
Boards that were
shown at the fall
show.
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Classifieds

Advertising:
General advertising will appear in newsletters.
Members can have one free line ad in the
newsletter each year. Send your ad (and payment if required) to the newsletter editor.
Member Advertising rates (per issue)
Business card size…$4.00
Quarter Page………$10.00
Half Page …….……$20.00
Full Page……….…. $30.00

POST CARDS WANTED
Pre-1930 Real Photo and View Cards from
Minnesota Towns of:
St. Cloud—Wadena—Bertah—Hewitt
Harold Zosel
PO Box 782, St Cloud MN 56302-0782
Phone: 320-259-7049
; email: hzosel@aol.com
Xerox Preferred—Approvals Accepted
expires: January 2008

If your address label is highlighted, your dues are
due! Please return the application in this
newsletter, with any updates, and a check for $13,
plus $1 for each additional name at the same
address.
Thank You!
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Upcoming Meetings and Events
All meetings to be at:
The Lynnhurst Community Center,
1345 W. Minnehaha Parkway (at 50th St.)

Monthly Meeting Schedule

December 19, 2007 6:15—9 PM

November 21, 2007 6:15 - 9PM

TCPC Meeting: Show and Tell: Christmas Postcards, the time for Christmas
PC collectors to show their collection
or favorite
card (s).

TCPC Meeting: Show and Tell:
Thanksgiving Postcards and
Postcards you’ve acquired at the
last show or via other means this
year
(yes, this is the night
before Thanksgiving
but we’ll have a
meeting anyway! )

Upcoming Programs
It’s time to plan for 2008 and
we hope to offer programs
at least once per quarter
again this year. Do you
have a suggestion for something you’d like to see? Or,
perhaps you’d like to offer a
program yourself (don’t be
shy)? Programs should be
about 15 minutes in length
and can be about anything
from your favorite card topic
or a general postcard topic.
Call Dave Johnson at 651426-3573 for further details.

2007 Board of Directors and Officers
•

President: Fred Schiffman, 612-529-4937

•

Program Chair: Dave Johnson, 651-426-3573

•

Vice President: Chuck Donley, 952-988-9797

•

•

Treasurer: Allan Hillesheim, 612-377-6062

Show Chair:
Dave Johnson, 651-426-3573 (spring show)

•

Membership Chair: Dianne Lamb, 651-460-4927

•

Social Coordinator: Dave Halverson, 651-699-5587 (acting
until a permanent coordinator is identified)

•

Editor: Duane Stabler, 952-447-8654

•

Librarian: Louise Carpentier, 763-545-3133

•

Assistant Editor: Dave Norman, 612-729-2428

•

•

Corresponding Sec.: Shirley Mitchell, 952-942-8874

Webmaster: Shawn Hewitt, 651-735-0113

•

Director at Large: John Cole
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Twin City Postcard Club Membership Application
Please check one: New Member_____ Renewal________ Reinstatement______ Change of Information_____
NAME______________________________________________________________________________________________
STREET ADDRESS:__________________________________________________________________________________
CITY/STATE/ZIP _____________________________________________________________________________________
TELEPHONE # (include area code)______________________________________________________________________
E-MAIL ADDRESS (optional)___________________________________________________________________________
TYPES of POSTCARDS COLLECTED: ___________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

Mail to Dianne Lamb, TCPC Membership Chair, 25145 Chippendale Ave, Farmington MN 55024
Total Dues annually: $13 + $1 for each additional member in the household
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Got something you want to contribute? Contact:
Editor: Duane Stabler
Email: dstabler@bigfoot.com

Twin City Postcard Club
25145 Chippendale Ave.
Farmington MN 55024

If your address label is highlighted,
your dues are due! Please return the
application in this newsletter, with any
updates, and a check for $13, plus $1
for each additional name at the same
address.

We are on the web!
www.twincitypostcardclub.com

