ODDS – 2006

The 2006 Myrtle Beach Birdie Championship is now only a matter of hours away.  Once again, other than the Super Bowl and the NCAA Basketball Tournament, the MBBC is the single most wagered upon sporting event in the world.  Millions of dollars are expected to change hands during this event.  Even though score doesn’t matter, a bettor’s fortune can be won or lost with 1 swing of the club by one of the players in the foursome.  This year promises to be no different as there are a number of different wagers for bettors to consider.  As always, bets on the winner and the over/unders for each group as well as each player are seeing the most action.  However, other proposition bets are proving to be very popular, and new this year is the betting on the 1st Annual Myrtle Beach Birdie Championship.

It’s been said in past years, but the 2006 MBBC is setting up to be one of the highest scoring and closest championships ever.  There are several factors to consider before making your wagers.  First and foremost, the players have selected a different airline as the transportation sponsor for this year’s championship, which brings with it some new concerns.  Negotiations for long term contracts with Spirit Airlines and U.S. Air were unsuccessful, and as the players have demonstrated in the past, they have no problem changing sponsors at the last minute.  The players voted unanimously to sign a deal with Air Tran.  It is a 1 year deal, but transportation committee chairman Scott Woods commented, “As with most contracts we sign, it is a 1 year deal, but we believe strongly in remaining loyal to companies that are loyal to us, as you’ll see from our previous sponsorships with the Mystic Sea Hotel, even though that fell through, and our catering contract with Outback Steakhouse.  If things go well this year, we anticipate renewing the contract with Air Tran.”  The players will be arriving at Myrtle Beach International Airport much earlier than they’ve arrived in any other year.  All players are expected to leave their hometowns at approximately 6:30 a.m., which means most will be waking up around 4:00 a.m.  A longer than usual flight to Atlanta will be a change for the players and is especially of concern for Paul Rovner and Eric Drossner, who for the last several years have had difficulty with flights out of Philadelphia.

Once they’ve arrived in Myrtle Beach, the players have scheduled a familiar and intriguing line-up of courses.  With the exception of Long Bay Golf Club, all of the courses have been played multiple times during past MBBC’s and, for the most part, have proven to yield a plethora of birdies.  Two-time defending champion Stormin’ Dan Hoelke has selected Long Bay Golf Club as the site of the opening round.  Hoelke has eyed the Jack Nicklaus design for several years, but for a variety of reasons the course has never been selected.  It is generally not considered to be a particularly difficult course, but as is usually the case, the players will have deal with fatigue from waking up early and a longer than usual flight and will have to adjust quickly to Myrtle Beach conditions.
In a surprising move last year, the MBBC scheduling committee broke from tradition and moved the Barefoot Courses from their traditional spot on Moving Day (Monday) to Saturday.  This was originally met with some hesitation, but it actually resulted in the highest single day total of birdies in MBBC history and the players unanimously voted to keep the Barefoot Courses on Saturday.  The scheduling committee did receive several protests from players regarding the morning tee time at Barefoot, originally set for 7:00 a.m.  Most vocal was Paul Rovner who felt that the time was too early especially in light of the long day on Friday and the likely late night Friday night for the “Opening Ceremonies.”  After some discussion, the time was pushed back to 8:50 a.m.  Regardless, the Barefoot Courses are certainly player friendly and it should prove to be another exciting Saturday at the MBBC.

On Sunday, the MBBC returns to a solid yet difficult combination of courses, True Blue and Caledonia.  This will be the third time that the MBBC has played this combination and birdies have been somewhat difficult to come by.  True Blue has yielded only 3 birdies with 2 coming in the final round of the 2002 tournament and 1 in 1999.  Caledonia has proven to much more difficult yielding only 1 birdie (to Paul Rovner) in 2002.

Monday presents one of the most unique situations ever in the MBBC.  The players have been frustrated over the last couple of years by the fact that they have been unable to play their favorite course Grande Dunes.  2 years ago, the players refused to play the course after the course inexplicably performed renovations on the scheduled day and last year the players were rained out after 10 holes in what was one of the most frustrating days in MBBC history.  The players responded by voting to play Grande Dunes twice on Moving Day, a first for the MBBC. It remains to be seen if the opportunity to play a course twice in one day will yield even more birdies, in what could be the most crucial day of the tournament.
Finally, on Tuesday, the players adopted the Drossner Plan and agreed to play the final round back at Barefoot Resort, albeit at a course they have not played since 2001.  At that time, the course did produce 3 birdies by the foursome.  The players may not be familiar with the course but they will certainly be familiar with the conditioning.

So, the biggest question has to be: whom does this schedule benefit the most?  That answer can best be found in the following stat:

BIRDIES MADE BY PLAYERS AT EACH COURSE:
	
	Dan Hoelke
	Eric Drossner
	Paul Rovner
	Scott Woods

	Barefoot - Love
	4 (3-2005; 1-2002)
	0
	1 (2005)
	6 (2-2005; 1-2004; 1-2003; 2-2002)

	Barefoot – Fazio
	4 (3-2005; 1-2002
	3 (1-2005; 2-2004)
	1 (2002)
	2 (2004; 2003)

	Barefoot – Norman
	2 (2001)
	0
	1 (2001)
	0

	Caledonia
	0
	0
	1 (2002)
	0

	True Blue
	1 (2002)
	2 (1999; 2002)
	0
	0

	Grande Dunes
	4 (2-2001; 2-2003)
	2 (2001; 2005)
	1 (2005)
	1 (2003)

	Total Birdies
	15
	7
	5
	9


Obviously, bettors can draw their own conclusions, but it would appear that this schedule heavily favors Dan Hoelke and further, that Paul Rovner had better get his act together at these venues.

So, with the analysis complete, Sportsbook.com is proud to present the odds for the 2006 Myrtle Beach Birdie Championship.

Player Odds to Win the Championship
Dan Hoelke
2004 Line:
2-1

2005 Line:
1-1

2006 Line:
2-5
Two-time defending champion is a heavy favorite to three-peat.  Betting has been so heavy on Hoelke that is odds are less than even money to capture the title.  As outlined above, this year’s schedule is certainly to Hoelke’s advantage.  Last year’s 6 birdie performance on Saturday at Barefoot Fazio and Love was the single most impressive performance in MBBC history.  Hoelke seems to thrive on Saturdays as he has posted the top three single day performances in the history of the MBBC on the last three Saturdays.  This is a strange phenomenon given that the players are generally out very late on Friday evenings and get very little sleep.  Hoelke’s Saturday performance can not be attributed to the courses played either, since over the last three years the Saturday rounds have been played at 6 different courses.  Hoelke’s staggering performance on Saturday last year proved to be the difference as he was only able to manage 2 birdies in the rest of the tournament.  Hoelke has announced that he is very excited about this year’s schedule and even more excited about the early tee times.  Clearly, Hoelke’s chances of winning hinge on his Saturday performance.  A poor performance on Saturday could mean the end of Hoelke’s reign as the champion.

Scott Woods
2004 Line:
2-1

2005 Line:
7-1

2006 Line:
5-1

Woods’s line has gone up and down like a yo-yo over the last several months.  Early in the year, Woods announced that he would prepare himself more than ever in order to win back the title.  However, reports have surfaced that Woods has devoted very little time preparing for the MBBC.  In fact, he has played only 3 rounds of golf this year in preparation.  Although, one of those rounds did feature 3 birdies.  As is always the case, Woods’s uncanny ability to birdie at just about any time makes him extremely unpredictable.  However, the most interesting factor to consider is the “girlfriend” factor.  The tabloids have reported the Woods has begun dating a young lady from New Jersey and has been spending much of his time with her.  In fact, Woods was widely criticized for bringing his girlfriend to the Champions’ Challenge and allowing her to ride along, a move that would normally have drawn harsh comments from Woods had someone else attempted such a thing. Many believe in the theory that “dames weaken legs” but it has been suggested, that Woods will be more “relaxed” because of his relationship and this could lead to more birdies.  His girlfriend is a physical therapist and it is believed that she has provided some relaxation techniques to assist in his preparation.  The schedule also appears favorable for Woods as he has the second highest birdie total on the courses played.
Paul Rovner
2004 Line:
45-1

2005 Line:
100-1

2006 Line:
15-1

Prior to the 2004 MBBC, Rovner announced that he had developed a three year plan for winning back the title.  He went through a major swing change and candidly admitted that he would struggle through the 2004 and 2005 tournaments and likely not be a factor, with the ultimate goal being to prepare himself for the 2006 MBBC.  The 2006 MBBC is here, and the reports from the Rovner camp have not been very promising.  Rovner has played sparingly over the last several months and reports have surfaced that he has fired his swing coach and has reverted back to his old swing.  Rovner has alluded that he does not believe he will be a factor in this year’s tournament and has even suggested that because of his problems, he may be back at the beginning of his three-year plan.  At least one member of the MBBCGA suggested that Rovner was sandbagging and that he will certainly be a factor this year.  Many eyebrows were raised when Rovner did not appear for the Champions’ Challenge, instead choosing to go to a Def Leopard concert with is wife.  Some suggested that this was an example of Rovner’s lack of preparation, while others have suggested that Rovner was playing well at the time, and Rovner’s no-show was an attempt to psych-out his opponents.  As is usually the case, Rovner MUST take advantage of all of his opportunities in order to contend for the title.  He cannot afford to miss birdie opportunities such as the 2 foot putt he missed at the Legends course last year.  If he can throw in the occasional long range bomb or chip-in, Rovner can certainly contend.
Eric Drossner
2004 Line:
18-1

2005 Line:
9-1

2006 Line:
30-1

The feelings regarding Drossner’s chances of winning the title can be best summed up in the recent comments of an unnamed member of the MBBCGA, “Eric Drossner has absolutely no chance to win.  He is horrible in every aspect of the game, refuses to make the sacrifices necessary to win and generally lacks the commitment and attitude necessary to become a champion.  He is a total non-factor.”  As has been the case for years, Drossner has the biggest upside of any of the players, but just can’t seem to bring it all together at the right time.  He seems to lack focus at crucial times and still appears lost on the putting greens.  Drossner did announce that he finally purchased a new putter earlier this year, but all reports indicate it has not produced any significant changes.  The biggest concern about Drossner is that he is once again battling a wrist injury.  Drossner continues to play softball in the off-season, an activity strictly prohibited in the MBBCGA players’ contracts, and was injured approximately 1 month ago.  Drossner claims his wrist does not bother him, but most experts believe he is concealing an injury and that he has little chance to contend.
Course that will yield the most birdies:
Barefoot Love




1-5

Grande Dunes (only highest round counts)
1-1

Barefoot Fazio




3-2

Barefoot Norman



3-2

True Blue




4-1

Long Bay




7-1

Caledonia




11-1
Barefoot Love yielded the most birdies last year (6) with odds of 3-2.  Naturally, it has been established as the heavy favorite to yield the most birdies again this year.  Betters who choose Grande Dunes do get two shots, but do not get to add the totals together and only the highest total will be considered.  The best buy on the board would probably be True Blue at 4-1.  As with most courses, if the players can keep their tee shots in the generous fairways and out of the treacherous waste bunkers, there are a number of birdie opportunities.  Caledonia is generally considered to be the most difficult course the players will play this year.  Whole most players are eagerly awaiting their annual shot at the driveable Par 4 4th hole at Barefoot Love, there is also a driveable Par 4 at Barefoot Norman, which could be a huge factor on the final day.
First Player to Birdie:


2005 Line
2006 Line

Dan Hoelke
3-2

1-1

Scott Woods
25-1

3-1

Paul Rovner
15-1

5-1

Eric Drossner
1-1

11-1

Last year, the longshot Scott Woods at 25-1 was the first player to birdie yielding a nice payoff for those who backed him.  Dan Hoelke had numerous opportunities to birdie in the first round last year but could not come through, but the number of opportunities he produces makes him the clear favorite to be the first to birdie.  Paul Rovner is at a surprisingly low number, although his penchant for early birdies is extremely well known.  Despite the concerns about Drossner’s ability to even swing a club or make a putt, he is still a reasonable buy at 11-1.
Will the foursome record at least two (2) birdies during each round (incomplete rounds do not count and all bets are no action if all rounds are not played):
YES:
+750

NO:
-1000

Normally this bet is if the foursome will have 1 birdie in each round.  Now, with oddsmakers predicting a plethora of birdies the bet proposition is whether or not the foursome can make 2 birdies at each venue.  All rounds must be played in their entirety in order for there to be action.  A “YES” bet will win $750 on a $100 bet, while a “NO” bet requires $1,000 to win $100.

Odds to win the Myrtle Beach Match Play Championship
Rovner/Woods:
+400
Hoelke/Drossner:
-500

The players are expected to renew the rivalry which began on East Halls Field many years ago.  Hoelke and Drossner have long dominated this rivalry, save for one event which may have a strong effect on these odds, The Battle at Cane Patch, held several years ago.  The Battle at Cane Patch was a Par-3 Match Play competition between the two teams.  It was played under some of the most miserable conditions ever, but in the end, Rovner and Woods won thanks to a miraculous putt on the 18th hole.  Hoelke and Drossner claim that they were not really “into” it, but Woods and Rovner dismiss that as an excuse for the loss.  The rules of the competition have yet to be established (specifically the number of strokes afforded to each of the players).  It remains to be seen if these competiton will survive for the duration of the tournament.  
Over/Under for each player’s birdie totals:


2002

2003

2004

2005

2006
Dan Hoelke:
8.5 (3)

7.5 (4)

5.5 (6)

6.5 (8)

8.5
Scott Woods:
4.5 (3)

5.5 (6)

4.5 (3)

3.5 (4)

5.5
Eric Drossner:
2.5 (4)

5.5 (2)

2.5 (4)

3.5 (2)

2.5
Paul Rovner:
3.5 (4)

3.5 (1)

1.0 (2)

1.5 (3)

3.5
This is the fifth year that over/unders have been set for each player’s birdie totals.  Of the 16 over/unders that have been set, 7 have gone under and 9 have gone over, with 3 out 4 going over last year.  Dan Hoelke’s total of 8.5 is the highest line since his line was 8.5 in 2002 and he responded with only 3 birdies.

Over/Under for Total Birdies by the Foursome:
2003

2004

2005

2006
18.5 (13)
12.5 (15)
14.5 (17)
19.5
As stated previously, despite all evidence pointing to a lack of birdies, the oddsmakers expect there to be an explosion of birdies in this year’s tournament and have set the line at the highest total ever.  The record remains at 17, which has been done twice by the foursome.

Gentleman,

I am done. I am tired and I just want it to be Friday morning, so that we can finally get this thing started. It should be a great time and I can’t wait to bring the Big Woody back home and, even more exciting, to have it travel to New Jersey for the first time ever.  See you in Atlanta.

