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President's Report
Hello all. I'd like to talk to you about youth programs this month. Most clubs have already 
made this part of their responsibility as laid out in their corporate charter. But in my 
experience , nothing we do is more useful and enjoyable than encouraging our youth to 
learn more about rocks and what we do with them. I believe there is a budding scientist 
and artist in all of us that is  eager for encouragement. If your club already has an active 
youth program then you are well aware of the rewards of working with young 
rockhounds. And you have also seen the payoff in publicity and  community relations.

        One benefit of your club's SFMS membership is that it gives you access to the 
American federation's well laid out Junior Rockhound program. My local club, Alabama 
Mineral and Lapidary Society, has recently begun working with this program and the 
results so far are very encouraging. We had our first kid's meeting last month and 
inducted nine members into the group. And this brought in a couple of new adult 
members as well. A lot of work has gone into this program. There are dozens of well 
developed activity sets designed for earning badges in various lapidary related subjects. 
And participation in the program opens up a nationwide network to connect with. Even if 



you don't use the whole plan the badge modules are a great source of well planned out 
activities you can customize. You can find complete information at www.amfed.org .

       SFMS is also working to revitalize our own youth resources program. Our new chair, 
Craig Hamilton, has some great ideas to share about community outreach programs 
activities that have been very successful for the Jacksonville club. If you are interested 
you can contact him through the SFMS website. And I'm sure he would like to hear about 
successful ideas that your club might want to share.

      Whatever approach you choose to take I hope you will make youth programs an 
integral part of your club's activities. You are sure to be well rewarded and there is no 
better way to assure your club's continued vitality.

      Reggie Bolton

      Alabama Mineral and Lapidary Society

      2019 SFMS president

Committee Reports

Education

http://www.amfed.org/


2019 SFMS WORSHOPS

William Holland/Wild Acres

www.sfmsworkshops.org

Visit our new website for class descriptions, pictures, workshop dates and fees, 
registration form and online deposit payments. We have some exciting classes planned 
through out the year at both locations...we look forward to seeing you!

For questions please contact kristine@kmarella.com             863-640-2887

Safety
Bob Green, Chair

Greetings all, Happy end of February. Winter hopefully has decided to go 
away, though next week in the upstate we have ea refreshing blast of 
cold air. We must remember the blizzard of 1993 happened on the 12 
and 13th of March. So maybe by May; winter will be past.

Sorry, I missed the February deadline, I won 3rd prize and spent 2 
weeks in Germany. Germany is a really great place to visit. Barb 



and I have spent a number of weeks there. Well this was not a vacation. We (Barb
was not included) were on a business trip and visited 6 different facilities in 9 
working days, starting just south of Hannover and ending up leaving from Zurich 
airport. We put 1,500 miles on the rental van. We had a very good trip, excellent 
travelling companions from my company and the client. Travelling like that with 
good companions makes a hard trip fun.

Anyway, some wanderings;

I am amazed at the number of really high end automobiles that have been 
produced with no turn signals.

I am also amazed at the number of people that their trip planning means they will 
decide where to turn about 15 feet before the street they want even if it is 3 lanes
over and they come close to developing a major highway incident. In some parts 
of the world this is called “the south Texas weave”. 

I am also amazed by the reluctance by some drivers to pass until there is 2 miles 
clear and no other vehicle in sight and they drive so close that they can easily get
into the back seat of your car, if the back seat were not so messy.

Anyway, I was pleased to see the courtesy on the German highways. Yes, they 
have some interesting laws; such as you can not camp out in the passing lane. We
have some laws here, but many folks totally ignore these. The German drives 
pass and then returns into their original lane. Trucks rarely drive beside each 
other for the 40 miles or so between the SC line and Charlotte. I exaggerate, but 
you get the point. 

 German weather this time of the year is cold and wet in the north and cold and 
dryer in the south. We experienced freezing fog, which is similar to our hoar frost 
or rhime ice, which ever you prefer to call it. We stayed in a hotel near the alps 
that still had 18” of snow on the ground from a storm 10 days before. 

A lovely place to visit; here we have been lucky in the upstate, bad weather has 
missed us for the most part. We did not have 20 below zero with a wind chill of 45
below zero that was prevalent in the Illinois area. And as I have noted a number of
times, be prepared for the worst. This past weekend we lost power again, but for 
only 2 hours. That made me scramble to get the Coleman stove back in working 
condition, which is nearly did, still sputters and spits. Anyway, the power came 
back two (2) hours later and all was good. 



As spring gets closer remember that you may have spent many hours watching 
TV or some other less than strenuous activity and the result is you are not in 
shape to transplant trees, or develop a new flower bed. So be careful. Spring also 
makes we older folks forget these things. I keep my boot and handicap sticker in 
clear sight to remind me that doing stupid things can get you hurt.

One last thing, all of these home improvement shows have a common theme 
against safety. Very few require or even mention safety glasses and this presents 
a poor example on keeping the average guy or gal safe.

So wear appropriate clothing, dress in layers as we transition from winter to 
spring and back again and be alert to the hazards that your chores may expose.

Be safe and take care.

Member Classified Advertising

  (members of affiliated clubs/societies may
submit classified advertising for personal
materials that are related to the goals of the
Federation and its member clubs/societies).

Faceting Lapidary Unit with manuals and
cutting data, dops, and more.  Available
from Bob Campbell Geology Museum,
Clemson University, Clemson, SC

$400.00; 

contact 

Dr. Adam Smith

140 Discovery Ln, Clemson, SC 29634

(864) 656-4600

https://www.google.com/search?q=bob+campbell+geology+museum&oq=bob+campbell&aqs=chrome.1.69i57j0l5.9242j0j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8#


GEM AND MINERAL SHOWS 

March 1-2-3, 2019   St. Petersburg,  FL

49th Annual   Gem, Jewelry & Mineral Show and
Sale 
THE SUNCOAST GEM & MINERAL SOCIETY 
Fri: 10 AM to 6PM; Sat: 10AM-6PM; Sun:
10am-5PM 
The Minnreg Hall 
6340  126th Ave. N., Largo,  FL  33773

GRAND DRAWING AT END OF SHOW!
$1.50 GRAB BAGS, FREE PARKING

 12+ Dealers 
Planned demonstration on Beading, Wire Wrapping, Cabbing, Faceting, Metal 
Work.

Silent Auctions all day long, Gem Mining flume inside.
Club display cases and exhibits.

Refreshments available.

Show contact:  Bill Schmidt, Show Chair, 727  822-8279
Email contact: SGAMSgemshow@gmail.com

http://www.sgams.com/Shows/show.html 

March 22, 23, &24, 2019; Lexington, KY

Lexington Rock Gem & Jewelry Show (Annual Show)

Sponsored by Blue Grass Gem & Mineral Club

Clarion Hotel, 1950 Newtown Pike, Lexington, KY

Near Exit 115 off I-75/I-64

Hours: Fri 4 PM-8 PM (Rock Part Preview Nite), Sat 9 AM-6 PM, Sun 11 AM-5 PM



Show includes minerals, jewelry, equipment dealers, exhibits, KY Agate, 
fluorescent displays, prizes, silent auction, club sales.

More Info: http://bggamc.homestead.

Jane Volk, lexgemshow@outlook.com

Allen Ferrell, kyrock2010kentucky@yahoo.com

April 27th and 28th 2019, Memphis, TN
Memphis Mineral, Fossil, Jewelry Show. Sponsored by the Memphis Archaeological and 
Geological Society.  Agricenter, 7777 Walnut Grove Rd Memphis, TN Saturday, April 
27 9-6:00 pm and Sunday, April 28 10-5pm. Over 50 Dealers and Exhibitors selling rocks, 
fossils, minerals, crystals, gemstones, opals, beads and jewelry. Kids Areas with gem and 
fossil dig, geode bowling and Rocks around the Clock. Includes the original “Memphis 
Rock Banquet" a full table display of rocks that look like real food. Adults $5.00. 2- day 
pass $8.00.Children 12 & under $2.00. Scouts in uniform free, 
www.theearthwideopen.com, email info@theearthwideopen.com.  

mailto:info@theearthwideopen.com
http://www.theearthwideopen.com/
mailto:kyrock2010kentucky@yahoo.com
mailto:lexgemshow@outlook.com
http://www.bggamc.homestead.com/




November 9 & 10, 2019; Melbourne, FL

46th Annual Parade of Gems

Canaveral Mineral & Gem Society

45 Dealers displaying & selling Jewelry, gems, minerals, crystals, fossils, tools, 
rocks, slabs.  Demonstrations; hourly prizes; grand prize,  Children’s Mineral 
Discoveries

Melbourne Auditorium

625 East Hibiscus Blvd.

Melbourne, FL 32901

More info:  www.canaveral-mgs.com

Show Chairman,
Don McLamb
570 Seabreeze Drive
Indialantic, FL 32903
321-723-2592
fdjmc@aol.com 

2019 SFMS Officers

President

Reggie Bolton
4781 Bear Creel Rd.
Sterrett, AL 35147

205-419-9455
reggie@newenvirons.net

First Vice President Second Vice President Secretary

Jeri Heer

7301 N Howard Av

Tampa FL 33604-5224

419-344-9999

Jheerx6@aol.com

Membership Treasurer Assistant Treasurer Immediate Past President

mailto:fdjmc@aol.com
http://www.canaveral-mgs.com/
mailto:Jheerx6@aol.com


Jason Hamilton

7141 Natal Ave
Jacksonville, FL  32219

904-786-7605

Silver-rocks@comcast.net

Barbi Beatty

7700 Fountainbleau Rd

Ocean Springs, MS 39564

228‐238‐9900
mgcgms@bellsouth.net

Craig Hamilton
4046 Conga St

Jacksonville, FL 32217
904‐994‐4729 

cbhshell@att.net

Mayo Foundation President

William (Bill)  Waggener

1909 Moores Mill Road
Atlanta, GA 30318-1309

404.354.8752

waggener80@yahoo.com

AFMS President Editor

John Atwell Rasmussen

276 Lacy Lane

Easley, SC 29640

(864) 607-6990

sfms.lodestar@gmail.com

 

2019 SFMS State Directors

Alabama

Philip W. Kaiser, Jr.
2447 River Forest Dr

Mobile, AL 36605
251-479-7447

kaiserpw@att.ne

Florida

Jeff Ursillo

15234 Lakes of Delray Blvd
 # 251

Delray Beach, FL 33484
561-706-9549

bnmjeff@aol.com

Georgia

Scott Forward
424 Tanglewood Dr
Canton, GA 30115

 (770) 479-9678     Cell:  (678)
993-5276

scotforward@ymail.com 

Kentucky

Charles Oldham

7405 West Highway 22
Crestwood, KY 40014

502-541-6953
charlesoldham@gmail.com 

Louisiana Mississippi

Buddy Shotts
P.O. Box 427

Lucedale, MS 39452

(601) 466-0690

buddynrebashotts@bellsouth.net

North Carolina

Gail Ferguson

6851 Bryanstone Way

Fayetteville, NC 28314

(317)-440-1111

transformationarts@outlook.com

South Carolina

Tennessee

Robert Morghan
181 Harmony Acres Dr 

E, Jonesborough, TN 37659

Virginia

mailto:transformationarts@outlook.com
mailto:buddynrebashotts@bellsouth.net
mailto:charlesoldham@gmail.com
mailto:scotforward@ymail.com
mailto:bnmjeff@aol.com
mailto:kaiserpw@att.net
mailto:sfms.lodestar@gmail.com


423‐956‐9486
morganjewellry@msn.com

2019 SFMS Committee Chairs
BULLETIN CONTEST: Mark Easterbrook, 6701 Dorchester Road, Apt 1007, North 
Charleston, SC 29418 803‐276‐4016 asgardsgc@earthlink.net 

BOUNDARIES:    Buddy Shotts, P.O.Box 427, Lucedale, MS 39452  601‐466‐0690   
buddynrebashotts@bellsouth.net 

CONSTITUTION/BY‐LAWS: Lisa Fitch, 10033 Kingston Rd, Bay St. Louis, MS 39520    228‐
216‐4684 lapidaryarts@hotmail.com 

EDUCATION: Lisa Roberts, 10328 Briar Bay Loop, Jonesboro, GA 30238; 423-494-7096; 
antleycreations@yahoo.com

FIELD TRIPS DMC Program: Charles and Lori Carter, 4138 Steve Reynolds Blvd, Norcross, 
GA 30093‐3059   770‐998‐7949       sfms‐dmc@amfed.org 

HISTORIAN:    Don Monroe, 350 Lapidary Ln., Young Harris, GA 30582    706‐379‐
9662         donmonroe@windstream.net 

INSURANCE LIAISON: Barbi Beatty, 7700 Fountainbleau Rd, Ocean Springs, MS 39564 
228‐238‐9900 mgcgms@bellsouth.net 

LONG RANGE PLANNING: David Wayment, PO Box 780791, Sebastian, FL 32978‐0791   
772‐532‐6432         aastainedglass@bellsouth.net     Lisa Roberts, 10328 Briar Bay Loop, 
Jonesboro, GA 30238     423‐494‐7096 Antleycreations@yahoo.com     Teresa Polly, 6115 
Atkins Rd, Knoxville, TN 37918     865‐258‐0795 teresapolly@bellsouth.net 

NOMINATIONS:    Teresa Polly, 6115 Atkins Rd, Knoxville, TN 37918     865‐258‐0795 
teresapolly@bellsouth.net 

SAFETY:     Bob Green, 116 Sycamore Dr, Marietta, SC  29661    864‐836‐5896 
greentop@bellsouth.net 

ROCKHOUND OF THE YEAR: Marty Hart, 4935 Olivia Dr, Antioch, TN 37013     615‐331‐
2690 ACROY@gemizo.com 

VIDEO PROGRAMS:   Jason Hamilton, 7141 Natal Ave, Jacksonville, FL 32254    904‐294‐
4744 Silver‐Rocks@comcast.net 

SUPPLIES AND PUBLICATIONS: David Wayment, PO Box 780791, Sebastian, FL 32978‐
0791   772‐532‐6432         aastainedglass@bellsouth.net 

UNIFORM RULES:    Leslie Wayment. P.O.Box 780791. Sebastian, FL 32978‐0791 772‐532‐
6432         aastainedglass@bellsouth.net 



WAYS & MEANS:    Reggie Bolton, 4781 Bear Creek Rd, Sterrett, AL 35124    205‐678‐
8772 reggie@newenvirons.net 

WEBMASTER:    Jeff Ursillo, 15234 Lakes of Delray Blvd #251, Delray Beach, FL 33484 
561‐706‐9549 bnmjeff@aol.com 

WORKSHOP DIRECTOR: Jim & Cindy Reed5740 Hebron Lane, Lakeland, FL 33812    863‐
644‐6665 rocks57@tampabay.rr.com 

WORKSHOP SCHOLARSHIP DIRECTOR: David Wayment, PO Box 780791, Sebastian, FL 
32978‐0791   772‐532‐6432         aastainedglass@bellsouth.net 

WILLIAM HOLLAND DIRECTOR: Kristine Robertson 229 N. Kentucky Avenue Lakeland, FL 
33801 (863) 640-2887 roberkm33@icloud.com

WILLIAM HOLLAND REGISTRAR: Amy Bland 4408 Orangewood Loop East, (863) 205-6565

registraramybland@gmail.com

WILDACRES DIRECTOR: Gail DeLuca (865) 6078070 gail@whitefoxbeads.com

WILDACRES REGISTRAR: Linda Matvy, (865) 357-7917, wildacresregistrar@gmail.com

2018 Annual Meeting Host: Jacksonville Gem and Mineral Society  ‐  September 21‐23, 
2018     Jason Hamilton, 7141 Natal Ave, Jacksonville, FL 32254    904‐294‐4744 Silver‐
Rocks@comcast.net

2019 Mayo Educational Foundation, Inc. Officers/Director

President

William (Bill)  Waggener

1909 Moores Mill Road
Atlanta, GA 30318-1309

404.354.8752

waggener80@yahoo.com

Vice President

Teresa Polly

6115 Atkins Rd
Knoxville, TN 37918

(865) 258-0795 

teresapolly@bellsouth.net

Treasurer

Wayne M. Dodd

10495 Stonefield Landing

Johns Creek, GA 30097

(770) 497-9790

wmdodd1@bellsouth.net

SFMS Eduication Chair

Director

Charlotte Mayo Bryant

506 Rain Song Rd.

Dalton, GA  30270

(706) 278-8344

Director

Janet P. Steeper 

725 Dayton Valley Rd 

Dayton, NV 89403 

662.915.2154 

janetsteeper@hotmail.com

Secretary

Jeri Heer

7301 N Howard Av

Tampa FL 33604-5224

419-344-9999

Jheerx6@aol.com

mailto:Jheerx6@aol.com
mailto:wmdodd1@bellsouth.net
tel:(770)%20497-9790
mailto:teresapolly@bellsouth.net


2019 SFMS Representatives to AFMS Committees 

AFMS Club Rockhound of the Year: Marty Hart, 4935 Olivia Dr, Antioch, TN 37013    615‐
331‐2690 ACROY@gemizo.com 

Boundaries:     Buddy Shotts, P.O. Box 427, Lucedale, MS 39452     601‐466‐
0690  buddynrebashotts@bellsouth.net 

Bulletin Editors:    Mark Easterbrook, 6701 Dorchester Rd Apt 1007, North Charleston, SC 
29418  803‐276‐4016 asgardsgc@earthlink.net 

Education:    Danny Griffin, 1320 Byrd Cir, Kingston, TN 37763     865‐406‐8802 
gcjinc@comcast.net 

Endowment Fund:    David Wayment, PO Box 780791, Sebastian, FL 32978‐0791 772‐
532‐6432         aastainedglass@bellsouth.net 

Regional VP, AFMS:   David Wayment, PO Box 780791, Sebastian, FL 32978‐0791 772‐
532‐6432         aastainedglass@bellsouth.net 

Safety:     Bob Green, 116 Sycamore Dr, Marietta, SC 29661     864‐836‐5896 
greentop@bellsouth.net

 Supplies & Publications:   David Wayment, PO Box 780791, Sebastian, FL 32978‐0791   
772‐532‐6432         aastainedglass@bellsouth.net 

Uniform Rules: Leslie Wayment, P.O. Box 780791, Sebastian, FL 32978     772‐539‐
2409         aastainedglass@bellsouth.net 

Ways & Means: Reggie Bolton, 4781 Bear Creek Rd, Sterrett, AL 35124    205‐678‐8772 
reggie@newenvirons.ne  t  

Web Master: Jeff Ursillo, 15234 Lakes of Delray Blvd #251, Delray Beach, FL 33484   561‐
706‐9549 bnmjeff@aol.com

The policy of the Southeast Federation of Mineralogical Societies, Inc. is that neither the
name nor the logo of the Federation may be used for commercial purposes. If any

commercial ventures using the name or the logo of the Federation are found, Member
Societies and their members are requested to advise Federation Officers. 

mailto:reggie@newenvirons.net
mailto:reggie@newenvirons.net
mailto:greentop@bellsouth.net
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