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,Mter 10 years, we're begmmng to
+if this will ever work itself
" said Keefer, of Clearwater,
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drawn to a program for children
the AIDS virus. She became a
teer hugger . ... It made me
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 organizations throughout the coun-
try based on his crash experience,
- emphasizing how a brush with death
| can force a person to reexamine
xLmewmtmmllf(a. '
Moore said she overcame a long-
“term feeling of guilt for having sur-
fvived while others died. She met
~ her future husband, John, a tennis
pro, ataMiamlchm'chand is now
o . g Ph: - !: ¥ ‘.Y.I.A :
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their 4 p.m. takeoff from National
nat t - Airport: They underestimated the
_ Tirado, whom her father dange:ofweoaweplaneawmg&.
descdbedas“averypnvateper~ They set throttle power too low
~son,” has found emotional release beemsetheyhadfaﬂadtomon,
by working on a novel based on a device. Ar
‘plane crash and by volunteering at a
local animal shelter.
1 'he National Transportation
‘Board ruled that the rela-
d pilots made
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craft stalled: “We're going down,
Larry." Replied pilot Larry Whea-
ton: “I know it.”

As passengers screamed, the
rear of the aircraft struck a guard-
rail and several cars on the bndge
With a sickening sound that wit-
nesses likened to a pane of glass
shattering, the burning aircraft hit
the river, broke apart and began to
sink. A few people who had
seated near the rear of the p
clung to debris, screaming for help.

A sixth person, possibly Atlanta
bank examiner Arland Williams,
also was seen in the water, but later
disappeared from view.

Roger Olian and Lenny Skutnik,
who were watching from the Vir-
ginia shore, braved death by hypo-
thermia to try to save lives.

Olian couldn’t quite reach the
floundering  survivors, but when
Tirado fell limply from a U.S. Park
Police helicopter lifeline and went
underwater, Skutnik, of Lorton,
swam to her rescue. “The adren-
aline was flowing,” he recalled. “I
just couldn’t hold back anymore.”

Skutnik, who still lives in Lorton
and has the same job—Congressional
Budget Office messenger—said he
has not changed as a result of the
burst of attention and honors a dec-
ade ago. “I wasn’t looking for public-
ity,” he said in a recent interview.

Olian, of Arlington, whose rescue
attempts gave survivors hope before
“the helicopter arrived, said he “got a
lot of satisfaction just to do it."

The anniversary always brings an
extra emotional wrench to their
lives, survivors said. On the fifth
anniversary of the crash, Tirado
-'mcharged with driving under the

ence of alcohol and possession
of drugs. “This is always a bad day,
[ can't help it," Tirado was quoted
as saying at the time. All charges
were later dismissed.

The only major change at Nation-
al since the accident is the con-
struction of an oyerrun area at the
north end of the main runway,
which has been credited with saving
lives in recent years. Area govern-
ments have improved rescue coor-
dination. Air Florida is gone.
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Bert Hamilton, of Floridn, said he reexamined his life after his brush with death,

Joseph Buley. 52, said he has “relived that 34 minutes in the water many times.”

In spite of their painful memo-
ries, most of the survivors still fly,
Hamilton, who started an Amway

business four years agn, recalla the

first jet he boarded after the acci-
dent. “It was the same seat assign-
ment as the day of the crash.” He
changed seats quickly, but still took
the flight. “You've got to go out and
do it,” he said,

Felch, who recently moved back
to the area after divorcing a man
she married less than a year after
the crash, is job hunting.

Immediately after the crash, she
said, “no one wanted to hire me
back” because of concerns that she
was physically and emotionally im-
paired. Nevertheless, “Life has so
much more meaning now.”

Tirado “is doing very well” under
the circumstances, her father said.
“She tends to keep to herself.”
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Stiley said he isn’t bitter about
the crash. Yet “the sadness" occa-
sionally wells up in him, and he

breaks down in sobs, which he did
twice during a recent interview.

The crash "was so avoidable,” he
said.

Moore, who returned to her
flight attendant job six months after
the crash, left it 18 months later,
Her most vivid memories of the
crash and aftermath are of panic,
and then of praying for the first
time in her life. ‘

“l remember thinking to myself |
at the time: | wonder what I'll be
doing 10 years from now,” she said.
“I really feel that my life has been
blessed."”

Staff researcher Bridget Rocber
contributed to this veport.
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