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God's Love
By T. M.

First, I've got to tell you how | met you all at the Shercosers for Sfivist. It was while | was celled up with Micah for over a
manth that | was deeply introduced to God and you all there. We got so ¢losa, and beyond words he made a difference in
my life as well as he taught me strength | never knew | had. This man was a straight shooter and a warmior for God. He
never backed down from no one or any battle where God was in the midst, Now | know this may o be seriplural but |
watched him tell anyone that got in his way that he will follow no man while serving God and if they tried to come between
that relationship, he would baptize them in blood! This brother is a warmrior for Christ and is willing to share Christ with
anyone who truly wants to hear the truth.

Ower the course of my life | have been eaming political ink and suffering a terrible pain and confusion of a split heart. For

35 years, | had sold my soul to the pleasing of my flesh, man, my people, my Tamily' - al least that's what | believed they

were, But at the same time | nursed an inner desire to go to the truth - Christ! This had been such a battle within my mind
and my heart, but my soul was sold out for Chrisk. Even through the years as | was the worst of sinners He never left me

- Bven when | shoved Him away He has always been there whenever I've called out o Him,

As | receive and read your newsletters | am encouraged and somehow get a feeling that | seldom get when | read other
ministry newsletiers. As | read | get a sense of understanding and reasoning that only comes through people who have
been there; or should | say ... here. This is a place that tries to fill every minute of the day with pain and sommow while
flooding the mind with all that has been loved and lost; daydreams of mistakes made once again that continue 10 hurt all
those we love and cherish. As the days roll on, if we are not careful, our hearts can be filled with regret and disgust at the
fact thera is no taking it all back now., Inside we begin to see aven mare claar that tha true us is NOT the one wea have
been portraying to be. It's a terrble feeling, and one that's 3o hard to describe. Knowing that you have a haart of love and
kindness, a fit body capable of anything we put our minds to, and on top of that we have a brain that functions well
encugh 1o assure us that WE KNOW BETTER and are so, 50, 50 much smartar than we have allowed to shine through.

I've hiad such an inner love for God for so long and in no way can | ever deny that, In fact, | have known and carmied that
thought with me for years. Yet, for some reason | have continually fallen for the lies and tricks of satan. | seemed S0 Sinong
yet | was so weak as time after time | fell prey to his andless manipulation,

Here's a testimony | was inspired 1o share with all of you, Those lessons were hard learmed so today | leam from God,
The things | want to share are only for the reason of glorifying God and the truth in His Word.

Everything was going great for me, | was in the Word making leaps and bounds in the right direction. | was leaming all |
could from my Christian warrior brother, Micah. For the first time in a long time | felt things growing and glowing within me.
John 15:10-11 tells me, “WiEm pew abay 0, W remmein i Ry fews, st ae oy 0y Falicr amns remein i Ris
(rreg, [T ere G oy GO0 Sl i ol (Bed (0] ol B fiZye ™ | was feeling a peace, hope and joy where there was not
any before,

And then came blessing lime, and | mean they were recognizably coming at me daily. | was seeing victory over addictions
and negative influence, new felt compassion for those around me that didn't know Jesus, support and trust from my
msther after 18 years of silence and tough love. My mother was back on my team and helping me see the blessings,
prospacts and wonderful times o come, | could see the favor of God in my life as people wera showing me a much differ-
ent type of respect. Old acquaintances were staying away ... even the old political connections | once had were showing
me a different side through my new dedication. Al of this in turm brought about positive opportunities to start surrounding
me. It was truly amazing o watch as God worked one miracle after another,

| sat in awe as | reflected back to the man | was only a few short weeks before this, Myself, like so many of us, have
picked up and carried with us 50 many bad habils throughout the years. I'll admit that sometimes | find it a daily battle of
ranewing rmy mind which prepares me to be awara of what (o ket loose of, Proverbs 15:30-33 now teachas me, “Light in
the messengers ayes brings joy to the heart, and good news gives health to the bones. Whoever heeds [ife-
giving correction will be at home among the wise, Those who disregard discipline despise themsehwes, BUT the
one who heeds correction gains understanding. Wisdom's instruction is to fear the Lord, and humility comes
before honor.” Through all of this, God confinues to show me His mighty power, love and support. He also shows me that
I was FAR from being in control. Even in all of my past | falt Him with me, watching over me, guiding me and protecting
me.

Cne parlicular day | was witness to His power as | sat with 35 other guys watching the news of building after building
undergoing roting. Seeing these actions on TV | then tumed and witnessed the Christian brothers around me all praying
for the situation. As they conlinued | watched as God broughl a stop 1o the nioting on those uns., | read in Ephesians
3:20. "Now glory to God! By His mighty power at work within us, He is able to accomplish infinitely more than we

| Shwrcomers for Shirist @.0. Box 42023 Phoenix, Arizona 85080
Phge s (602H72-8741 » OCACphx@gmail.com



could ever dare to ask or hope, " Then | see, in James 5:16,"Confess your sins to each other and pray for each
other so that you may be healed. The earnest prayer of a righteocus person has great power and wonderful
results.” And here's what | found in Mark 11:22, 24, “REME BT T G000 . Listam i [ T esm mrey for amprbbng,
i [IF jmne Eraffies, pron BYILL fanrs G271 later found out that not one Christian brother, in those areas, lifted a finger of
violence. | also found out that there were three or four buildings spared in all of this as well. Finding this out | was then
lead to Psalm 33.16, 18-20 (AMP), "No king is saved by the great size and power of his army; a mighty man is not
deliverad by fhis) much strength ... Bahold, the Lord’s aye Is upon those who fear Him (who reveng Him and
wiship Him with awe), who wait for Him and hope in His mercy and loving-kindness, To deliver them from death
and keep them alive ... He is our Help and our Shisld.” | seen it with my own eyes, in my own run, and 1 say to all of
you, my brothers and sisters, no matter who gives the order God 13 the Protector over His people ... praver and faith
brought forth God's presence and | witnessed it all and Ha saved many! Romans 8:31-33 (MLT) tells us that there is
MOTHIMG that can separate us from the love of God. Listen, "What can we say about such wonderful things as
these? f God is for us, who can ever be against us? Since God did not spare even His own Son but gave Him up
for us all, won't God, who gave us Christ, also give us EVERYTHING else? Who dares accuse us whom God has
chosen for His own? Will God? NO! He is the one who has given us right standing with Himself.”

I was so caught up in all of the new ground that had been laken back for the glory of God that well let me see if | can
explain,

Just prior o this next movement | had everything going for me, | was even scheduled to land back on a 2 yard where |
could get a good job. The only thing | was waiting for was a bed. | felt like | was on top of the world. Then ...

After evenyihing began to calm down they began moving us all to different buildings, back into population. Every single
Christian was rolled up and moved, And this is whera | let my guard down (Ephesians 6:70-12) and because of that | feel
like | wasg, in that sense, set up by satan. Now with open ayes | can see it was so like satan to reach back in o my past
and bring forth an old drug friend from many, many years ago. All the while | felt so strong and in control. | thouwght | had
evarything under control and did not nead to fear so | did NOT call out to Jesus or ever suit up with the full armor of God
(Ephesians &:10-18) to ready myself for the batile. Sure encugh, | ook my eves off of Christ and sunk almost immedi-
ately, One day | woke up and found that a so called “friend’ had taken, well, anyways ... he gave me some and | fell nght
back in to that old way of thinking. This reminds me of what Paul spoke of in 1 Corinthians 10:12, If you think you are
standing strong, BE CAREFUL, for you, too, may fall into the same 5in." As soon as | realized what | had done |
immediately ook another piece of satan's bail, hook line and sinker and passed judgment on this guy ... with violence, Not
smart | know. Paul says, in Ephesians 4:26-27, "In your anger do not sin. Do not let the sun go down while you are
still angry.” So | once again relied on my SELF to overcome satan; and once again | fell flat on my face. What | should
have done was everything that Proverbs 3:5-8 instructs us all to do, *Trust in the Lord with ALL your heart and lean
NOT on your own understanding; in ALL your ways submit to Him, and He WILL make your paths straight. Do
NOT be wise in your own eyes; fear the Lord and shun evil. This will bring health to your body and nourishment
to your bones. "

| have to say, in all of this it may seem like it has all gone bad for me. And yes, | am devastaled at my temporary loss of
faith and have paid dearly for the choices | madea o pleasa tha flesh instead of follewing and trusting in the Lord. | know
that | didn't have to go through all that | did to see God mowve the way that He has but once again | have seen God's Waord
come to pass in my own life, The Word of God, Jesus, wamed me, in Matthew 7:1-2, “0e med inEsE, F e G5 il e
falpzel Far i O same wey e juslne sbers, e il B o, s il e measrs Moy oeg, i il bz
mEEEREE 05 e, ® For more yaars of my life than | want to admit, indeed it did come back at me, and by those | once
reprasentad. After all that Jesus just spoke in those verses | know | don't have room or should even say this but, when
that did happen | was so hurt and feli 5o betrayed.

That's when | began lo write the Shercemers for (firied. It was from our initial cormespondence that | picked up and then
began (o put into practice two important fundamantals that were prescribed to me for growth, guidance and hope. | was
told to pray first then meditate on the Word of God ... 50 you can hear God speak to you. That is what | began doing and
you want to know what? It workad! One day | opened my Bible not knowing where to turm to first, and out falls 2 playing
card | had been using the last year or 2o, Written on it were five verses or passages from the Bible and this is what God
had to say to me.

"Moot that | have already obtained all of this, or have already arrived at my goal, but | press on to take hold of that
wihich Christ Jesus took hold of me. Brothers and sisters, | do NOT consider myself yet to have taken hold of it.
BUT ome thing [ do: Forgetiing what is beliind and straining toward what is ahead, | press on toward the goal o
win the prize for which God has called me heavenward IN CHRIST JESUS.” (Philippians 3:712-14)

confinued on page 9
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Tt worry about annthing instead pran about cocenthing Tell $Hod what mow need and thank §3im for
all 83 fas done Philippians 4:6 (NLT)

Praper Nequests
I ask that you pray for my confidence and wisdom in God. |
need all the prayers to carry out this task because | know |
will be attacked by satan somehow, someway. 5o please pray
Pzalm 91 for my protection .. A.L.

| pray my better finds all of you at (Swremers for Girka in the
best of health and blessings. Well, as for myself, | am blessed
1o sea another day. Can you please add my name 1o the
prayer list at your church? | am really, really struggling in
here. | have not been to the store in almost twa manths now.
Both of my sisters are really struggling also so keep both of
them in prayer as well as the rest of my small family. My older
sister Gwen is a child of God and she is locking for another
part time job, please pray that she finds one. My other sister
i5 in the streets getting high on drugs; please keep her in

prayer also. The rest of my family members have passed away

from cancer, my twio sisters is all | have left. | am really, really
in need for a money order ... T.F.

Without faith in God | would have never gotten this far. |
believe in and love Jesus, but somewherea | lost connection
with Him. | have been trying everything | can to once again
connect with Jesus and to understand and make amends o

the Holy Spirit. | could sure use some help and support
[prayer] in that area. | got six years because evil people do
evil things, and | am serving a sentence for something I'm
not even responsible for. Sometimes | pray for the people
who put me here unjustly, that God and Jesus would touch
their life .. VD

Please include my friend 'B' to vour prayer list. Would you all

at the church also add me to your pravers, that my wife and

children be re united where we belong, together. | also ask

that you pray that the laws be changed to lower the amount
af time left on my sentence .- M5,

| wauld like to ask the SIS 43 family to please put my family
and son in your prayvers. Please pray for my mother, my

brothers, my aunts and uncles and the mother of my son. |

ask that the Lord protect them and provide for them in the

good and the bad times. | also pray that they write to me 5ol

know how they are daing ... E.B-.

Please add my name to your prayer list at the church, for God

to hieal me and pray for my children and to pray for my

family. | want to hear from my kids. | want to go home. Please

pray to God for me, | need it. | want to know God more ..
K.M.

| am writing to ask for a prayer request, I've been going
through some hard times and | need the strength to get
through the rest of my tme. | o5t my mom a few years back
whila | have been incarcerated and it has been hard on me, |
really miss her. | just nead a prayer for strength; | would also
like you to say a prayer for my family that they hawve the
strength to get through this hard time in our lifs ... E.D.

X

Praise neports
Just a note to thank you for all vou do. You are a real
blessing! A couple of months ago in the Testimony portion
of the newsletter | was reading aleng and noticed a certain
set of initials. Then it hit me like a ton of bricks, This was the
guy that the folks at Eagle’s Nest asked us to pray for. What
do you know, God DID ANOTHER MIBACLE! | ran around the
pod showing it to several of the brothers saying, "Who's in
charge? He is! Who is He? The One and only God of this
universe and yet He has His hand on every tiny grain (us)!®
Just wanted the (33 43 readers know, GOD IS ALIVE! HE IS
GOOD! ... R

SAS 43, God bless you all! | pray for you all every night and
as always you guys hit me right on time. God is awesome! He
has been working miracles in my daily life AMEM! This may
sound crazy to some people but God spoke to me the other
day for the first time. | was standing in my cell and had my
TV on TEN and saw a pastor sharing a sermon and didn't
have my earphones in at the time. Aryhow | had recently
been praying about God sending me back to a certain vard |
had begun my time at. | was recently re classed and now I'm
down to a few vears 5o my prayers have been for Him 1o et
me finish where | started. Standing in my cell | looked over at
my TV and all of a sudden a voice came 10 me and said, 'He's
talking to vou, S | put in my earphones and the pastor said,
"We're going to finish what we started AMEN?!" | thank the
Lord | have fournd my way back to our Father, the Most High
God! ALL praise be to God! The Good News is Great! .. RaQ.

Blessings to vou all. | just got back from the 'outside’ hospital
Thursday night. | fell out ... | had a heart attack, it was very
bad, | guess | had a let of blockage so they put 3 stints in my
heart and now the doctor says he wants to go backin and
do a bypass. All I've got to say is | know God was with me
and | remember Him telling me, You will be fine! After |
came around from them putting the stints in | was laying
there, and I'm not crazy okay but, | asked God to please not
let this take me. Then | heard God say to me., ‘Keep your faith
son, remain inMe and MO hamm will come to you, Let me tell
yiou, this was a real wake up. | know even maore, my strangth
and faith are in the Lord and | will NEVER step away from our
Father! ... G.B.B.

Please find my tithe | joyfully and lovingly enclose with this
praise report. God has been making wonderful changes in
my heart and mind and has healed more wounds tham |
even realized existed. This incarcerated experience has
deepened my love for Jesus and taught me what surrender,
trust and faith are really all about. They are MORE than just
words in a song and in the Bible to me. Ged s good and has
given me new life, a joy, a peace, a belonging and accep-
tance the wordd NEVER has. Itis so beautiful and | am
thankful and grateful for ALL He does in me and my life! ...
KW
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Strength
By J.D.L.

I got 1o tell you that prison is a hard place 1o serve Christ. Something so simple Gilled with love, peace and encourage=
ment, and a good design for ife seems like that wouldn't be too hard. But it really is a complete struggle somatimes. |
dont know if it's due to the way | was living or my surmoundings, then | hear your words and realize it's not just hena it's
evenywhare,

In Proverbs 29:22-23, "An angry man siirs up strife and a furious man abounds in transgression. A man's pride
will bring hirn low, but the humble in Spirit will retain honor.”

I live im the world too much. Exactly whal you encourage me not to do, vet unfortunately | live in this word. | strugghe with
giving up my okd ways and my old heart. | find hate and madness in the things | need to give 1o God. What's even worse is
my old callie had the right idea (God) and | was trying o polluta him with my madnass; makes me wonder sometimes if 'l
ever get it ight. | still have a ways io go. But | do balieve in the encouraging words you sent, you were on target. | just
pray God gels me there.

I miss my old cellie, he was one individual | could fellowship with. | had a lot of negative influence.in his life as a younger
man, furned out he had a lot of positive in mine as we grew older, He was right and | was wrong, God bless him. God
blessed me with another greal cellie, another person | can actually fellowship wilk.

Please pray God keaps my head above the templations. | feel strong but it's newvar a great thing to be suroundad by
temptalion. My weaknesses have not served me well in the past. | pray God gives me the strength to serve Him well.

Foundation of Our Spiritual Growth
By M.D.

| thank God for all of yvou. In eveny prayer of mine because of your partnership in the gospel through the years and into the
future | am sure of this, that He who began a good work in you will bring it to completion. | feel this way because | hold
you in my heart, as we are all partners of grace.

The foundation for our spintual growth is recognizing that it is God who began a good work in you, Genuire spintual
progress is rooted in what God has done, is doing, and will do In our lives. His faithfulness endures that He will be with us
until Jesus returns, We can have confidenca that the God who saved us will never let us go, and that we will inherit our
eternal reward. We must forget what lies behind us and push forward to what lies ahead. "Press on toward the goal for
the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.” - Philippians 3:14

| cannct help but believe that there are many of us overcomers who want o be more efficient for the Lord's service. Itis
from the Haly Spirit that we can expect this power, The Holy Spirit is the one who leads us into God's will. The wark of
God is not by might or power of men but by His Spint.

Owr Lord is seated at the right hand of the Father in heaven, but He has sent the promised Spirit so that, through His
power wa can fulfill all of God's will, defeat every device of satan, and extend the Kingdom of Christ on aarth.

Mo matter what difficulties confront us as believers, remember we are overcomers! God is calling us to receive today this
great promise of power as a living reality. Then in victory we will praise God alongside those believers (overcomers) down
through the ages who have expenenced for themselves the truth that ... "Greater is He that is in you, than he that is in
the world.” 1 John 4:4

Words from a Grateful Heart
By 5.J.

I want to first thank you for the birthday wishes that you send to me every year and for the monthiy newsletier that |
receive faithfully every month. Over the past two years, | have had some major changes in my life. First, | was moved to a
minimum yard that houses over 1,250 women in a dorm style setting. To say that this is @ major change is an understale
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ment. If any of you have ever read Slumber Party from H*'L, it is about 10 times worse. They say that it is supposed 1o
help those of us that have been down for a while get ready 1o integrate back into socialy, That being said | should be able
te stand in any type of line for at least 3-4 hours no problem.

I read in a newsletter about someone menticning a book called The Key fo Your Expecled End. |, too, encourage those on
the inside of these walls to get your hands on this publication. It is a true eye opener. Since | was given this | have a new
understanding to why | was incarceraled and whal | ned 10 do with this experience. | now know that the reason is
because | am loved by our heavenly Father more than | could have ever imagined and that | have a mission to fulfill. | also
understand that this would not have baen able to take place had | stayed on the path that | was on, | started this journey
im 2007 with a flat 10 vears. | am so excited 1o say that | am now 17 months o the gate.

I have no desire 1o use or be involved in anything that will pull me back on the wrong path. | truly believe that your prayers
and testimonials are what got me through. You are a gift from God and | hope to come and be a part of your congregation
when | get outside these gates. Since my incarceration, | have had several deaths occur, both with people on the outside
and behind the razor wire, it is hard at imes to remain positive. Having your publication is what got me through these
times and enabled me (o move forward one day at a time,

| have hope and peace in my life, | have reconnectad with all of my children and even my ex-husband who is also my bast
friend. These are relationships that | thought were gone forever. Our God is a God of forgiveness and undarstanding and
any trials that we go through are not meant to destroy us, they are 1o make us stronger wanors for our heavenly Father in
order for us to fulfill our purpose.

| hawve been witing this letter in my head over the last few months and felt an ovenyhelming desine to send this letter to
you. Though | am not sure why, 1.am following what my heart t2lis me o do. In closing, 1 just wanl to say o those of us
behind thase walls, do not lose hope or faith in yoursalf ar those around you, your past does not define who you are and if
you are a child of God you are already forgiven, so itis time to forgive yourself.

Let Go of Fear
By C.R.

I'm 35 days to the gate, 17 years 've been here ... | nead your prayears.

I've told you my crime was when | was 26 against a 14 year old former student. i disgusts me to admit and how | wish 1'd
done a "respectable” crime. People wanlt to hear the redemption story of a gangster or addict or murderer but not a sex
offender. My only hope is with all the pom addictions and sexual depravity in the world, God can use me o reach
someone an addict or gangster couldn®t. It doesn't make it any easier 1o be a leper though. | thank God for people like
you, who aren't afraid to give the leper what he wanis most - simpée human contact.

Anyway, | have lifetime probation upon my release and they camea to meet with ma. They had me sign a bunch of stuff
and one iz a form for no contact with minors, They said it absolutely includes the kids of mine that | call daily (from prison)
and have seen every weekend of my incarceration. It broke my heart They =aid my wife is not even allowed to tell me
they love me or t&ll them | love them because thal's 3rd parly contact. We have an attorneay filing & motion to madify my
terms to not include my kids and for that | need prayers.

For 17 years, I've baen counting on making my family's life better and this will be homibla. Frankly, I'd rather do 10 more
years in prison to kil the probation and be able to see the family while | do it. Yet even as | write that | feel my spirit say,
“Where is your peace and trust in the Almighty?” | battle fear and | shouldn't. He battled it for me, still it's scary. | just want
te be part of my family. Freedom is nothing without them.

I remember in 8th grade, a 9th grader cornered me and called me the *P* word for not wanting to fight and then the whole
schoal lsughed at my tears. It was then that | decided I'd never be called that again. | began to fight and fry to destroy
anyorne who said | was a wimp, | dont fight people anymone, but I've been sithng heng while the devil calls me the “P°
woord. Why do | fear? Do | forget the size of my God? The size of His love, compassion and power to work miracles?

continued on page 2
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Toets dible Study otes
1 Chronicles 7:1-10:14

Continuing to read throwgh Chrenicles, we learn how many men from each tribe/clan were available for military service. In
reading the list of the descendents of Ephraim we come to Joshua. This is the Joshua who was the great leader of [srael
who lead God's people into the promised land. His story is told in the book of Joshua, (7:27)

Divorce and polygamy are somelimas recorded in the Old Testament without critical comments. This does not mean that
God takes divorce lightly. MME{E-:'E says to, 'Hunqhg&raf to the wife of your youth. For | hate divorce,” says
the Lord, the God of Israel.” Don't assume that ppmﬂu of an actbecause it isn't vigorously condemned in every
related Eible reference. (8:8-10) -

g nation was carred away into captivity, Everyone was
3 certain widespread wrong doing, we will still be affecied by
Ve mug"tspaﬂh oul against the sins of our societly, (9:1)

Although not every person in Judah was unfaithbul;
affected by the sin of a few. Even if we don't pan
those who do. Itis not enough 1o say, 7l did

How easy it is 1o be critical of those in authonty oy s, focu
should respect the position of those in authority, whethe vork, at church, or in government. [10:711-72)
Acts 27:1-21:44

Julius, a hardenad Roman officer, was
this contact, Julius developed a respect

8 close to Paul at all times. Through
radom. (27:3) And later spared his

e, S0 Paul reminded his captors that
ql In the future, they listened to him

An angal told Paul that they would be shipwrecks ]
with God's guidance they would be okay. Paul had predicted thia'. .
and their ives were spared because of it. (27:21) |

Psalm 7:1-17

When allowed to run its course, evil destroys itself. Viclent pecple |
other's deceit. But in the process innocant people are hurt, So ul
im order to protect his followers. At other times, for reasons knd

innocant people ara hurt. It is during these times that we must
final justice, although it may not be during our lifetime. (7: '.H—'.F

e of vinlence, and liars become victims of
anes and slops evildoers in their racks

1, God allows evil to continue even though
us, Remember thal God will execute

Proverbs 18:22

This varse states that it is good o be married. m:lay'sa
are important but so are strong mamiages. God created|
one of many passages in the Bible that show ma
5:15-19; John 2:1-11)

on in ' vidual freedom is misguided. Strong individuals
for our enjoyment, and He pronounced it good. This is
and good creation of God. (Genesis 2:21-25; Proverbs

“Foot” Notes

During my studies, | recently read some i'll'amsrtl'rg infa ation about spint. Look at 2 Timothy 1.7, “For God has
not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and of love and of a sound mind.” So we could say that the gift of the
Spirit would be a gift with personality that possesses man's spirit. Well, we all hear of the devil possessing man's
gpirit, but have we Lruly realized that as Christians we are possessed by God? Don't we most often think of posses-
sion as concerning or being of the devil® Well, we should also accept possession by God into the conversation, for
whatever poSsasses man's spirt, conforms man tnihu i‘magu of C\Whan it i5 a spirit of the devil or darkness that is
what we conform to. it

S0, likewise, when the Holy Spirit possesses us/man's upl-rl'l, it il conform mandvoman to Christ. Christ's Spirit will
sanctify manfwoman’s power, and shall empower saikd manfwoman to the will of God. Just some food for thought that |
found enlightening and thouwght ya'll might find it interesting.

Lawe to wa’ll short and tall ... Vaya con Dios!
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God's Love By T.M. continued from page 4
"Do NOT be mislead: "Bad company corrupts good character, Come back to your senses as you ought, and
STOP sinning; for there are some who are ignorant of God - | say this fo your shame.” (1 Corinthians 15:33-34)

The next place | was directed o was Romans 7. 15 -25 where Paul is saying, “f do not understand what | do. For what
I do want to do | do not do, but what | hate I do. And if | do what I do not want to do, | agree that the law is good.
As it is, it is no longer I myself who do it, but it is sin living in me ... For | have the desire to do what Is good, but |
cannot carry it out For what | do is not the good | want fo do; no, the evil | do not want to do - this | keep on
doing. Now if | do what | do not want to do, it is no longer | who do it, but it is sin living in me that does /L™ | am
encouraged by Paul's words here because what I'm seeing is; | am the rightecusness of God IN Christ Jesus! (2 Corinthi-
ans 5:21) | NOW HAVE a new naturg, nat the same old sin nature. What I'm now understanding is that in order to see the
fruit of that new rightecus nature that's ALREADY inside me | have to confinually be renewing my mind with the Word of
God [(God's mirror, James 1;22-25) until my soul begins (o open the vahe o release whal is ALREADY in my néw Spirit,
After my soul begins 1o get in line with my new spiril what's in my new spinl begins (o flow outwardly like an open valve o
manifest the fruit inside of my new spirit.

"Now that we are saved, we eagerly look forward to this freedom. For if you already have something, you don't
need fo hope for it. But if we look forward to something we don't have yel, we must wail patiently and confidently.
And the Holy Spirit helps us in our distress, For we don't even know what we should pray for, nor how we should
pray. But the Holy Spirit prays for us in groanings that cannot be expressed in words. And the Father that knows
all hearts knows what the Spirit s saying, for the Spirit pleads for us belfevers in harmony with God's own will.”
(Romans 8:24-28)

All of these Seriptures really did touch my heart in a powerful way, truly a message to me and directly making it clear that
God DOES know my heart. God does mean what He has inspired to be written and obayed in His Word, This next Scrip-
ture drilled it in even deeper as Jesus said, in Matthew 6:24, "5 50 S50 SEFIE 00D IDESiErs. [SEF e ol iEis G
anel e dbe adies, ar be doveiad 02 ene and deapise Ihe olier Vou camnel sarne Ged and) mEmrnem.” So from that
day and forever more, | will do my part in NOT following the flesh. It is clear to me that now that | am a warnior for Christ |
know | will be even more 50 held accountable for ALL my actions,

This is the last place God led me to and | will leave you all with it as well, "For I am convinced that neither death nor
life, neither angels nor demons, neither the presant nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor
anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is Christ Jesus our
Lord."(Romans 8:38-39)

| know this was put en my heart to share with you all, to glorify God's love AND His mercy, | hope you can see the proof of
His mighty power as He gave me this wake up call. Make no doubt about it brothers and sisters, we as Christians are and
will always be accountable for our actions. But through daily prayer and meditation on His Word, God WILL make it plain
for you 1o see His mercies and fell His LOVE.

Let Go of Fear By C.R. continued from page 7
Those papers | signed are contrary to the Word of God, so why fear them? God's going to do a miracle to get me to my
kids and then it'll be 2 Corinthians 1:9-11, "In fact, we expected to die. But as a resull, we stopped relying on our-
selves and learned to rely only on God, who raises the dead. And he did rescue us from mortal danger, and he
will rescue us again. We have placed our confidence in him, and he will continue to rescue us. And you are
helping us by praying for us. Then many people will give thanks because God has graciously answered 50 many
prayers for our safety.” Many will give thanks on our behall, Okay, | feel better, scmetimes it helps 1o just write my heart
and feel the love of another believer reminding me to knock off my whining and get ready to see something coal.

Probation said itll be several months before | can go to church, so 'l play guitar and read to myself and have my own
church service, There is a lot that makes me nervous - intemet, driving, having people despise me and trying to set me up
because I'm a sex offender and they want me dead. | just appreciate your prayers. | will trust that God has a ram in the
bush as well as a few more people unafraid (o touch lepers. Again, thank you for all your support over the years.,

Quote Worthy

"In those desperate times when we feel like we don't have an ounce of strength,; He will gently pick

up our heads so that our eyes can behold something, something that will keep His hope alive in us."
= Kathy Troccoli - a contemporary Christian music singer, author; and speaker
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Charlie's Turn
{John 4:1-30)
By Charles Robson

The painting on the front cover and the text it rapresants pulled lot of emotion and thoughts out of me, which makes sense. Maost
of my paintings are out of my life and my walk with God. They say the best 'red’ to paint with is blood, which means to pour
yourself onto the canvas and let yourself live in the painting. 5o here itis ...

This painting incorporates so much that I'm not sure where to begin. It's not that there are a bunch of hidden symbols, it's just that
rmy brain and heart wene so active as | painted

| sat cut to do the woman at the well, with Jesus as the source of her water because | feal connected to the story. Then as | got to
the water dripping through the fingers | simply stopped painting stepped back and contemplated. | thought of the cup we are
given daily and how it is filled with so many things, good and bad, that have all slipped through His hands befare them getting to
s,

| thowght of when Jesus didn't want to drink the cup that His Father set before Him, how even though He knes firsthand the
fingers through which it passed, He also kmew the pain it would bring ... and He didm't want it. Just like us, Eventually Jesus drank
the cup given to Him, but we alsa find its okay 1o not want the cup; it's okay for me to say, "Please God, I'vie had enough™ as long
asin the and | remember His love, and take the cup.

So, in the story, here is a woman making yet another trip to her watering well, and in doing 5o meets The Fountain! She thinks her
body is thirsty, but He knows her soulis parched. 50, He gives the invitation, and she gives a bunch of excuses and attempted dis-
tractions He's too good, she's too bad. It's her race, her gender, her culture, her tradition, but our persistent Savior keeps it up. And
when she's out of excuses and faces her checkered past, she takes the plunge. And not only is she saved, but her whole village. Al
because Jesus had to go throwgh Samaria (see verse 4). My Bible notes say that Jews despised the Samantans and went out of
their way to go around Samarna. But Jesus isn't known for doing what most people do.

| think this is the part of the story that hits so close to home. Few people know what it's like to really be hated and despised. 've
had to accept that because | am a con. | will be hated by some - most of whom don't even know me. I's just the way the world
warks, This Samaritan woman may have grown up being hated, but I'm sure she wasn't necessarily used 1ot [T seems no one gets
used to being hated - especially for something that you can't change or take back and fix. But again, Jesus doesn't do what most
peaple do. Jesus goes out of His way to find us where we need Him. Maybe it'sin a meth lab or abartion clinic, maybe it's a
marriage broken by adultery, maybe it's in a bar, He'll come to us if we're in a room lit only by shameful images on the computer,
or in a cemetery where our tears flow unending. He'll come to a prison. He may not necessarily like the journey there but He has to
g0 because we are worth It, and that Samaritan woman and me and you and all of us are worth It .. o Him anyway. The leper’s
tauch was worth the risk. The potential shame of defending an adulterar was warth the humiliation. And saving a dead world was
warth His own death. We are worth ik

| think the warld has too much self-esteem and needs more God-esteem.

Before | came to prison, | was like the woman at the well. 5o thirsty, and so | drank. Just one maore fight and the anger will be gone.
Just one more theft and the world won't owe me anymore. Just one more new shirt in the closet or a bigger TV and the neighbors
won't laugh. Just one mare video and the lust will be gone. And so | kept drinking cup after cup of water, not tasting how full of
salt it was and how itonly increased my thirst.

Aryway, | finally went to the well which happened to be in a jail cell in 1998, and guess who had gone out of His way and was
waiting for me? And what should've been a look of disgust on His face wasn't, He was smiling and said, "At last!” However, the cup
that finally satisfied also burned as | drank it because it enlivened a dead heart and gave me new eyes for adying world. And
suddenly there were things | had 1o do too. 50 begins part 2.

I need to daily remind myself that cur God s an active God, and watches over my every step and therefore could save me from all
my tears and pains. If this is true and yet pain still comes then | have ta know it because He somehow let it. He allowed it to pass
through His nail-scarred hands before | saw a single drop if it. It may even be, contrary to popular cliché, more than | can bear. But
never more than He and | can bear together. He has good plans for me no matter what my cup tastes like. In God's Kingdom,
sacrifice is an honor, and an honar that we're never the anly beneficiaries of. Jesus was abandoned by God so that | never will be.
He listemed to God's silence 5o | could hear heaven's song, He held my sin in His body so my body would one day be held by a
sinless Savior. And He let Himself be pierced so by the out-flowing | could fill my cup and finally be satisfied. | suppose if you asked
Him wihy, He'd say, like in John 4, 1 had fo.”

So, mow 1o my picture, There are three main components: the hands, the water, and the cup. The hands are not a weak man's
hands. They ara thick and strong and mora than able to fight off any foe, spare us any pain, even ward off death itself, but even if
they don't do those things, | can be reminded that it's not accident. Love allowed it Bbecause love has a purpose.
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Under the nails | added a bit of dirt, I'wanted to convey that He's in the habit of rescuing people who see themselves as dirty from
dirty places. We can't shock Him and He's not to pristine to stoop down and lift us out of the muck.

The water dripping through His fingers is more than a thirst guencher. It is a soul quencher. Qur souls need joy and sormow to make
it whaole. And so the water in the picture s mingled with the darkest blacks and the brightest whites, all of which passed through
nail-scarred hands before it reaches us, and will satisfy us eternally in the deepest reaches of our heart.

Finalky, the cup. The idea of a thimble for the cup works because our cup may seem big, but it's never as large as we imagine, We
extend to Jesus what we think is a bucket because that's what we need, but in our hand we actually hold a thimble. Still He fills it
gladly.

Then an the flip side when He offers us a cup and it is seems He s pouring Miagara Falls on us, In reality it's barely a drop, and the
drop puts us in good company with the suffering saints before us.

The water hasn't hit the cup yet because the invitation to Jesus is open and if we want to we can withdraw and try it our way
again. However, if you choose, bring your cup, whatever the size, and set it on the splinter and stained wood of the Cross and let
Hirn fill it.

VWhen Jesus did what most people would ot and had to go through Samaria to meet a damaged woman no one else cared for, He
changed a whale towmn. When He walked the road of pain and hung on the Crass for people wha hated Him, Ha saved a whaole
world, Jesus does what no man can do,

AWhat Others Are Saping...

"HELLO, Shercomers for (Sfrist! I'm currently serving a 5 year sentance in prison that | am a lite more than half way through.
Owver ime | have gotten a few of your Sheremers for (Sfrist magazines from a couple different inmates. | really enjoy them a
lot and | would really appreciate it if you guys would send tham to me personally every menth. | think you guys are
AWESOME and have the best magazine/newsletter I've ever seen here in prison. | don't get mail from anyone so getting
your magazinenewslatter would be a blessing. | would alse wealcome any cormespandence from any of my brothers and
sisters IN CHRIST." - J.Y.

"I hope you all are doing well and God bless you ALL. You guys have helped me and shown a lot of love and respeact that |
truly do appreciate. Thanks. | will never forget you all, you're like my family. | do have a senious question. Is there a way
that | may join your church and bacome one of the 38«8 members in 20207 | want to continua to grow with you all! -
M.A,

"I've been wanting to write all of you for over & months now, bul wasn't sure what o say, of course thank you s a must.
Without you | wouldn't be receiving your monthly newsletter or the wonderful bifthday wishes. | emember the day | had
mail. It was a turquoise envelope and it was from ... Shwreoners fr (st and full of birthday wishes from a number of
brothers and sisters in Christ. Thank you so much. | never expected this beautiful treatment from simply putting my name
and DOC number on a piece of paper along with many others. | really enjoy reading the newslaitar. | am truly blessed
because | have had my families support out there and in here. With that | have o say that your actions have had such an
impact on me and | can only imagine how great those inmates feel that have no ona. You touch the hearts of many and
expect nothing in retumn. | know it is God that lives through you and as His children we are to bless others. But the service
the Shmomers br (Shrist does for all of us incarcerated, with no moaney from us because of our situation, does not go un-
naticed. Thank you again for being a true blessing to all of us. Goed's blessings are many in my life. Praise God! Thank yvou
Jesus, my Lord and Savior!” - M.S.

Ministry Tithes & Offerings

Ministry Tithes & Offerings It takes the body of Christ working together to create, print, and mail this newsletter. Mone of this
would be possible without the faithful support of many pecple who believe in this ministry, The vision of this ministry is to offer
hope, love, and encouragement to those who are incarcerated. You are investing in spreading the Word of God to lost souls, and

encouraging and mentoring believers,

This is how you can give to the Slwromers br (Sfirisl ministry: By CHECK or MONEY ORDER - Make checks payable to Living Word
Eible Church and in the mema section put “For Overcomers for Christ™. Mail vour check or money order to PO Box 42023, Phoenix,
Arizona 35080

We thank everyone who sows into this ministry. We pray that all that your hands touch will ba richly blassed, and that you will
have abundance in every area of vour life, Your giving does qualify as a charitable contribution on your taxes. If you have amy
guestions, pleasa call or write Wade Anderson.

Ghwrcomers oy (Shrist @0, Box 42023 Phoenix, Arizona 85080
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Rejected Stone
By J.H.

Rejected stone, used to rol
The streets had me Seeling like; B

Through His creation, His Tove
His love's for sure, planted in I¥

Scriptures Feed my spirit
On hillz | stand, through His
INMuminating paths for those

Peace and forgiveness was

I wag once a foe
Drowning in sin, covered Ero
Blaad dripped not &

If it*s Your will Il

When problems az
I don't lose heart when things go wr
I know He always understan

He sees all and truly cares, Hi
If 1 keep Eaith and hope in Hin

He calmis my troubled spirit, He s
He fills my heart with peace &

I won't lose heart or be dep 4,

Help us be belier stewards by sending your change of adare BUCE LWIMECESSETY W :
EDITORIAL Wade "Duck” Anderson, Michelle Anderson AR RINT i ne 1
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