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Minutes for the SMPTO Meeting held at 
IFES Library on January 19, 2017
I. Call to order/Welcome

· The meeting was called to order by the PTO Co-Vice President of IFES, Laura Kilko, at 7:05 PM.  Introductions were made by the PTO Board, the Principals and meeting attendees.
· Those in attendance included:  Melanie Reifsteck (Co-VP of IFES), Jennifer Metz (Secretary), Laura Kilko (Co-VP of IFES), Suzanne Shriner (Treasurer), and Mrs. Reed (IFES Principal).  Jodi Jumper (PTO President), Shelly Barrick (Co-VP of Rice), Charlie Bailey (Co-VP of Rice), and Mr. Boley (Principal of Rice) were unable to attend this meeting. We had 5 additional people attend the meeting. 
· Those who attended the meeting were asked to sign in on the attendance sheet. 
II. Approval of Minutes from previous meeting
· Melanie Reifsteck made a motion to approve the December 2016 minutes. Suzanne Shriner seconded the motion. The board members who were present unanimously approved the minutes from the December 2016 meeting.  Please note: Copies of the meeting minutes are posted on the PTO website at www.smpto.com .  
III. Principal Reports/School Board Representative 
Mr. Boley - Rice Report 
· Mr. Boley was unable to attend this PTO meeting but Mrs. Vincent (Kindergarten teacher) was able to provide an update for Rice. 
· They are also wrapping up the second marking period at Rice and are beginning the i-Ready diagnostic testing.  Things will settle down some in February after the assessments.  

· Students and teachers are gearing up for the 100th day of school celebration and for their classroom Valentine’s Day parties.  

Mrs. Reed - IFES Report
· Mrs. Reed reported that building renovation and construction continues to go well.  At the time of the meeting, the treehouse in the library was almost complete.  We may be able to schedule a tour of the completed portions following the next PTO meeting.    
· IFES started serving breakfast when students returned in January from the holiday break.  Students are able to stop off in the cafeteria and purchase a healthy full breakfast to go to take to the classroom to eat during the morning announcements. 
· Mrs. Reed reported at this meeting that the second marking period is almost over.  

· A parent at the meeting asked about how parents go about setting limits on their children’s meal accounts.  Parents are advised to contact Melissa Miller (at the District Office), Karen Rhodes (Director of Food Services) or to Jennifer Metz, if they would like to set daily purchase limits on spending or a la carte items.  
School Board Representative  
· No report was provided at this meeting. 
IV. Treasurer’s Report
· Suzanne Shriner provided a summary of the budget, account balances and income and expenses for the month of December 2016.  
Income: The major sources of income for December 2016 included donations received from generous families at the Secret Santa Gift Shop in the amount of $891.75; Groovy Movie at IFES which brought in $515.70 (which helps cover the cost of the movie license for both schools); Breakfast with Santa which brought in $2,612; and spirit gear sales of $624.78.  The Secret Santa Gift Shop brought in $4,142 in December but that amount covers the expense of purchasing the items for sale in the shop.  The SMPTO pays $1 for each item and students pay $1 for each item.  Any money that is “profit” from this event is from donations from families to help families in need.  That extra money is earmarked for identified students/families in need (it may go toward supplies for the school nurses, clothing, food, etc.). 
Expenses: The major expenses for December 2016 included Breakfast with Santa (supplies and food) in the amount of $2,973.95; the SMPTO donation to the CASAC (science fair) in the amount of $50; $1020.09 in educational grant costs (movie licenses for Rice and IFES, scholastic magazine order); and $1,908.12 in purchases for Secret Santa Gift Shop (a large amount of purchasing was done in November).

Account Balances:   As of 12/30/16, the checking account balance was $39,953.48; the 

raffle account balance was $100; and the savings account balance was $10,030.39. 

V. Correspondence

· We did not have the correspondence from the school PTO mailboxes at the time of this meeting.  Any correspondence received will be identified next month.  Sorry!   
VI. Chair/Committee Reports
a. Box Tops-  Winners of the December contest were announced and prizes were handed out to both schools prior to the winter break.  Which students/ classrooms won was not clear to those in attendance at this meeting.  Clarification will be sought and announced on the SMPTO FB page.   The new Valentine’s contest is now in effect.   Please utilize the forms provided as they are easier to count the box tops and credit students/ classrooms for the contests.  ALSO, please make sure the box tops are NOT expired.  PLEASE make sure that you include the student's name, classroom and teacher on any box tops submission so s/he may be credited appropriately for their submissions.  Also, be sure to check out the box top website at http://www.boxtops4education.com/ Good luck and enjoy clipping box tops!!
b. IFES After School Activity for February – The SMPTO will sponsor another fun activity after school for 4th and 5th graders at IFES on Friday, February 23rd from 3:30 – 5:30.  Details about the event are still be formed but we will likely be hosting activities in the gym and board games in the cafeteria.  A movie may be presented as well but we are not sure about that yet. We will be providing a snack and a drink for participants.  We will be looking for additional assistance from parent volunteers and both the HS Drama Club and Interact Club.  
c. May Fair 2017 - Planning is beginning for this event.  We are in need of Chairpersons for a number of things with this event. Stay tuned for more information and volunteer opportunities with our Time to Sign Up pages. 
VII. Old Business  - none 
VIII. New Business 
a. Teacher Grants – Melissa Vincent mentioned that the Kindergarten teachers submitted a grant in  December for a guided math program in the amount of $470.  Board members present were not familiar with the request but assured Mrs. Vincent that we would follow up on and get back to her about the request. 

b. Forge Ahead Day for IFES 5th graders – This event is still in the planning stages.  The feedback was that the activities that the SMPTO planned for last year went well ( ½  day of swimming and ½ day of picnic and outdoor activities at SM Park).  We will need to work with Mrs. Reed to schedule a date (and a rain date) and to book pavilions at SM Park.  We will also need to secure and determine payment for bussing to the park.  

c. Bubbling Over for Rice 2nd and 3rd graders – The SMPTO has budgeted extra funds this year to accommodate Bubbling Over Celebrations for both grades as they move on to IFES.  More details about each event and when they are scheduled will come at a later date.  

d. IFES Book Fair in March – The Scholastic Book Fair for IFES will be held in March during the week of the 13th-17th.  Teachers will be provided with a preview of the fair on March 10th with a breakfast.  They will be able to determine their “wish lists” for their classrooms at that time.   We are also planning on selling spirit gear at this event. 

e. Board Positions coming open for next school year – The positions of Secretary, Treasurer and Co-VPs of IFES will be opening up for next school year.  All board positions are 2 year terms but we have it set up that only a portion of the positions terms end at the same time.  That way, there are individuals on the board with some experience at all times.  According to the PTO by-laws, positions up for election need to be advertised (at the PTO meeting, on the FB page, on the website, etc) and the slate of new candidates are to be presented at the March SMPTO meeting.  Elections will then be held at the April SMPTO meeting.  Newly elected individuals’ terms take effect at the end of the school year (starting in the summer).  A brief description of position duties are outlined in the PTO Bylaws link (pages 4-6) on the SMPTO website.
IX. Announcements
· VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED!!!   We have a number of events that we will need volunteer assistance with in the coming months – the IFES after school fun activity in February; the Scholastic Book Fair at IFES in March; May Fair 2017 and Teacher Appreciation Week to name a few.   
· SMSD Volunteer Policy Updated – Jennifer Metz shared with those in attendance that the SMSD has updated the district volunteer policy to accurately reflect the new laws that apply to volunteers, clearances and other requirements.  Information about the changes and the new policy will be sent out to families in the district via School Messenger (the email notification system).  All forms and policies can be found on the district website under volunteer manual.  Notable changes and required documentation include the following:
1) Volunteer Information sheet (completed annually) (page 9 of manual)
2) Disclosure Statement (completed annually) (pages 7-8 of manual)

3) TB test completed and documentation submitted to district (one time – if you have had one and the district has it on file, you do not need to do it again)

4) Child Abuse clearance (every 5 years) - free

5) State Police clearance (every 5 years) - free

6) FBI clearance (only if you have NOT resided in PA for the past 10 years) – there is a fee for this
X. Open Floor/ Miscellaneous
· Suggestion about Spirit Gear – It was brought up that spirit gear should be sold at all SMPTO major events.  While the SMPTO would like to be able to offer that service, it can be difficult to find individuals who are willing to man the sale.  In addition, a mobile device with the ability to use the credit card square must be available.  We will look into the feasibility of accommodating this suggestion.

·  Board position information – It was suggested that a brief description of board position and chairperson duties be posted on the SMPTO website.   In addition, it was suggested that we post open chairperson positions and board positions that will be up for election.  There is limited information about board positions and committee chairs available in the ByLaws section on the SMPTO website. 
XI. Adjournment

· A motion was made by Melanie Reifsteck to adjourn the meeting and Suzanne Shriner seconded it. The meeting adjourned 7:47 PM.  
· Respectfully submitted for approval at the next PTO meeting by Jennifer Metz, SMPTO Secretary.  
Our next PTO meeting will be held on February 16, 2017. 
Check our website for additional information about meetings and events.  
www.smpto.com
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