Aim: What problems during Taft’s presidency lead to the election of 1912?

I. Taft becomes President
· 1904 Roosevelt won re-election 

· 1908 William Howard Taft won the Presidency 

II. Taft’s Presidency

· fought for the prosecution of trusts 

· established a postal savings bank 

· 16th Amendment: allowed for a federal income tax

· 17th Amendment: mandating the direct election of senators by the people

· His party was also being torn apart by differing views

III. The Republican Party Splits
· Republican Party broke into two wings:  

· Progressives who sought change and conservatives who did not

· 1912 a third party nominated Roosevelt for president

· known as the Bull Moose Party 

The party’s platform:

· direct election of senators

· advocated woman suffrage

· workmen’s compensation

· law against child labor

· regulate business

· The Democrats nominated Woodrow Wilson for president

