SLIDEThis text from Genesis 2:7 


seems pretty straight forward to us.  



God breathed life into us SLIDE



and we became animated people, 




we had life.  


Without God's breath, 



we are just a lump of molded dirt on the ground, 


or since it still is February, SLIDE


we are Frosty the Snowman without the hat.  

We then run with this idea 


and combine it with Platonic thinking 



and elevate the Soul or Spirit 




as what God breathes in us 




and is valuable, SLIDE


and this earthly body can be thrown away.  


God cares about what is in our heart, 



not our bodies we tell ourselves.  

Now I will admit


 I hardly ever take the time to go all the way



 and see where my conclusions come from, 


because it is disturbing 



and it ruins my stories.  

But Plato 


was the Greek Philosopher 



who spoke of a world of forms, 



or a time when a Divine being drew up the perfect plans for creation.  SLIDE
Unfortunately, 


the perfect design plan 



was then put into the hands of an intern god.  



Or a god who was unable to make the physical material world 




fully match the perfect design.  

If we have created anything in Skagway, 


we know this reality.  SLIDE
If we bake, 


the grocery store does not have all the ingredients listed in the recipe 



and we improvise.  

If we build, 


we can't find a 2x4 that is straight.  


Neither could our predecessors, 



so finding a plumb wall is a dream.  


Building in this town does not easily become square or level 



because the materials, 



the expansion of warm to cold, 




causes things to not be perfect.  

The view of the material being less than the idea


 has slipped into our understanding of what a human being is.  

So we hear Genesis 2:7 and think, 


when I get rid of this body, 


I will finally be who God calls me to be.

Hear 2:7 again, 


“The Lord God formed the man from the dust of the ground 



and breathed into his nostrils 




the breath of life, 



and the man became a living being.”  

The man was formed from the dust.  SLIDE

Without the dust, 


without the materialness, 



there is no man.  

The same thing plants grow out of, 


we are made of.  


We are material beings.  

The rest of the lyrics I don't concur with, 


but Madonna's refrain was spot on when she sang, SLIDE
“'Cause we are living in a material world, 


And I am a material girl, 

You know that we are living in a material world, 


And I am a material girl.”  

Our Platonic worldview that has snuck into what scripture says 


would push back and say, 



“You are a material girl for now, 




but when you are at your most complete, 



your soul will be free from the brokenness of this body.”  

That is to not read the text correctly.  

When God breathed into that lump of clay, 


the clay became a living Soul or Creature.  

This is different from being given a physical body with an eternal soul.  SLIDE
The Hebrew word is nepes, 


translated frequently as soul, 


but also living person,  or being.  

Earlier in the first chapter, 


all the things God made were Nepes.  SLIDE


The birds, 



the fish, 



the animals, 




and the humans.  


We were all made the same way.  



God breathed into us 




and we had life.  

In Genesis 7 SLIDE

we are told that all living nepes who were not on the ark 



had the God breath taken from them 




and they died.  

As we will say next month, 


from dust we were made 


and to dust we will return.  

The part that gives us life 


is the God breath.  

That soul is not something that operates on its own.  


It only exists in a material state.

We need to establish this 


as a basic building block of what it means to be a human.  SLIDE
We are not a combination of various pieces 


that can operate on their own apart from each other.  


We are one thing only.  



That is a human.  

The soul is not separate from the body.  


Nor is the heart, 


the mind, 


or the emotions.  

They are all part of the human.  


You take the breath of God away 



and we no longer exist.


God's breath animates us, everything else is already in the body.

We want to pretend 


that things continue to happen outside of the physical body.  



That our mind 




or our emotions live on, 



or that great idea of the soul goes out 




and is looking down on us.  SLIDE

Cartoons showed us that 100s of times in the 80s and 90s.  



This is not supported in scripture.  

Even comments about hell 


include a physical body.  

What would be the problem 


of an eternal spirit burning away 



if it was not physical.  


Heat, fire, 



only has an effect in the physical world.  

We are material beings, 


just as Madonna told us.  

In Jesus' new heaven and new earth, 


it is a place set up for animate, 



physical beings.  


Why else would you need water, 



food, streets, 



or walls.
Genesis 2:7 SLIDE

“does not tell us that humanness involves the combinations 



“of (material) body” 



and “a (spiritual) soul.”  


It teaches us that, 



as a result of divine animation, 




a body becomes a living soul.  


A soul is an animated body-- 



an “alive human,” 



rather than a lifeless corpse.”  

When we survey all of the bits and pieces referred to in the Old Testament, 


they follow the pattern of the word “soul” or nepes.  

At times they will emphasize a particular aspect 


that could be distinguishable, 

but in the next line 


use the same term to speak of the whole animated human being.   

So alongside soul, SLIDE

we can add flesh, 


spirit, 


heart, 


kidneys, 


mind and more.  

But none of them exist outside of 


or are dissectable from the rest.  

We are guided by all of these 


if we are guided by any of these.  

If we pretend that one of these 


can operate in isolation from the others, 



we are in big trouble.  

Artificial Intelligence is on the rise 


and it is showing the dangers of focusing on one aspect of life.  

If we say that the mind, 


or the heart, 


or the spirit have the final say,



 we are going to have monumental problems.  

Would you have married your spouse 


if only the mind were involved?  

Moving to Skagway 


doesn't make sense from a logical point of view for 98% of us.  

Children are hard to justify 


from the point of one piece of criteria.  

The complexity of our humanness 


is displayed in the movie inside out.  SLIDE
There are multiple emotions at work, 


standing at a control console together.  

When something happens to the girl Riley, 


they don't take turns reacting, 



they are all reacting at the same time.  


Often the loudest one makes the response, 



but it is not long before the loudest one 




is also reading the reactions of the other four emotions 





and adjusting the standard response.  


This is shown 



because we are more than one emotion at a time.  

We know that our mind affects what our heart does and our spirit responds with.  

This is not because they just are neighbors, 


but they are the same whole person.

A question my friend Peter often asks me on Thursdays when he checks in is, SLIDE

“How is your soul today?”  

I usually struggle to answer it at first 


because I grew up with this idea 



that there is a part of me that I can pull apart from the rest 



or compartmentalize.  


But the reality quickly becomes 



that when I tell him about whatever my soul is feeling, 




everything relates to my whole body.  



How much sleep I am getting, 



how relationships with others are going, 



am I getting exercise, 



what I am eating,



how my quiet times with God are going.  


It comes out this way, 



because my soul is just one aspect of my animated body.  


Not distinct, 


or something I can isolate from all the other aspects.  

God has created an integrated organism 


that acts as a whole, 



not separate divisions.

Ignoring this reality 


can lead to dangerous conclusions.  



Prioritizing feelings over thought.  



Or thought above feelings.  

It might seem minor, 


but we live in a culture that does not scrutinize where our thoughts come from, 



how we get knowledge.  


There is a whole field of study on this, 



epistemology.  

Knowing how to distinguish justified belief 


from opinion 



is tiresome work.  

But if we are starting off with an unBiblical perspective from the very start, 


we should not be surprised 



that we never find the truth we are looking for.  


We are starting off on the wrong continent.

So look at how you view the world.  


Do you view loving the Lord your God 



with all your heart 



or all your mind, 



or all your soul as most important?  


Or do you hear Jesus saying 



we are to love the Lord your God with every aspect, 



that there is no part of you 




that is not under the Lordship of Jesus Christ




and should worship Jesus Christ?  

Do your thoughts and beliefs align with your actions.  

Is it more important to just know the right words to say 


or actually put the words into practice.  

Either one can be justified 


depending on what we believe about how we were created.  

Did God breath a preexistent soul into our body 


and it is on a long term mission to break out of the bonds of this dirt 


and get back to its preexistent state of pure spirit?  

Or did God's breath of divine animation 


cause a body to become a living soul 


or alive human, 



not a lifeless corpse?  

We are one unified creation 


that depends upon God for life, 


just like every other animated creation on earth.  

God's breath gives us all life, 


when it is taken away, 


we return to just dust.

One of these ways of thinking 


solidifies Pauls words to the Romans 



about our future life with God.  

Again, Bil Keane and the Family Circus 


gave us bad information every Sunday on the way to church.  

We will not be just spiritual beings for eternity, 


we will be physical animated beings 


with a unified heart mind and soul.  
“And if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, 


he who raised Christ from the dead 


will also give life to your mortal bodies 



through his Spirit, 



who lives in you... 
We know that the whole creation has been groaning 


as in the pains of childbirth right up to the present time. 23 
Not only so, 


but we ourselves, 



who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, 

groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for our adoption as sons, 


the redemption of our bodies.

Our bodies are one,


may we be one as well.
God of Community,
you spent the first six days of creation
making plants, animals, and trees.

You placed humanity in the garden
to tend and to eat,
then you took time to rest.

You both command and invite us
to do the same:
to find our rest in You.

Let our rest nourish us
so we can care for creation and for community
as deeply as you do.

Give us strength, courage, and humility
as we navigate the days ahead.
Amen.
