
+ Oculi - Third Sunday in Lent +
Divine Service Setting Three ~ Pg 184 

March 23, 2025 

As We Gather: Jesus Overcomes the Strong Man 

Jeremiah was charged with speaking evil when he spoke the Word of the Lord (Jer. 26:1–
15). So also, Jesus is accused of doing evil when in fact He is doing good. He casts out a 
demon from a mute man so that he is able to speak (Luke 11:14–28). But some said Jesus 
did this by the power of Beelzebub, Satan. Like Pharaoh of old, their hearts were hard (Ex. 
8:16–24). They did not recognize the finger of God, the power of the Holy Spirit at work in 
and through Jesus. Jesus is the Stronger Man who overcomes the strong man. He takes the 
devil’s armor of sin and death and destroys it from the inside out by the holy cross. He 
exorcizes and frees us by water and the Word. We were once darkness, but now we are 
light in Christ the Lord (Eph. 5:1–9). As children of light, our tongues are loosed to give 
thanks to Him who saved us.  

As the Cross, a symbol of our redemption, enters the sanctuary, God’s people stand and fix 
our eyes upon it. 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

Invocation 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 

Exhortation LSB 184 
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God 

our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us 
forgiveness. 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 



 
Confession of Sins LSB 184 
P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with 

which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal 
punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I 
pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter 
sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and 
merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

 
Absolution LSB 185 
P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant 

of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the 
command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 
and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 
Opening Hymn ‘Jesus Has Come and Brings Pleasure’ LSB 533 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 
Text: Johann Ludwig Conrad Allendorf, 1693–1773; tr. Oliver C. Rupprecht, 1903–2000, alt. 
Tune: Cöthen, c. 1733 
Text: © 1982 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001879 
Tune: Public domain 

 
Kyrie LSB 186 

 

 
 
Salutation and Collect of the Day Lent 3 

 



 
  

 
  
P O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy, be gracious to all who have gone 

astray from Your ways and bring them again with penitent hearts and steadfast faith to 
embrace and hold fast the unchangeable truth of Your Word; through Jesus Christ, 
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

  

 
 
Please be seated. 
 
Old Testament Reading Jeremiah 26:1–15 
 1In the beginning of the reign of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah, king of Judah, this word 
came from the LORD: 2“Thus says the LORD: Stand in the court of the LORD’s house, and 
speak to all the cities of Judah that come to worship in the house of the LORD all the words 
that I command you to speak to them; do not hold back a word. 3It may be they will listen, 
and every one turn from his evil way, that I may relent of the disaster that I intend to do to 
them because of their evil deeds. 4You shall say to them, ‘Thus says the LORD: If you will 
not listen to me, to walk in my law that I have set before you, 5and to listen to the words of 
my servants the prophets whom I send to you urgently, though you have not listened, 6then 
I will make this house like Shiloh, and I will make this city a curse for all the nations of the 
earth.’” 
 7The priests and the prophets and all the people heard Jeremiah speaking these words in 
the house of the LORD. 8And when Jeremiah had finished speaking all that the LORD had 
commanded him to speak to all the people, then the priests and the prophets and all the 
people laid hold of him, saying, “You shall die! 9Why have you prophesied in the name of 
the LORD, saying, ‘This house shall be like Shiloh, and this city shall be desolate, without 
inhabitant’?” And all the people gathered around Jeremiah in the house of the LORD. 
 10When the officials of Judah heard these things, they came up from the king’s house to 
the house of the LORD and took their seat in the entry of the New Gate of the house of the 



LORD. 11Then the priests and the prophets said to the officials and to all the people, “This 
man deserves the sentence of death, because he has prophesied against this city, as you 
have heard with your own ears.” 
 12Then Jeremiah spoke to all the officials and all the people, saying, “The LORD sent me 
to prophesy against this house and this city all the words you have heard. 13Now therefore 
mend your ways and your deeds, and obey the voice of the LORD your God, and the LORD 
will relent of the disaster that he has pronounced against you. 14But as for me, behold, I am 
in your hands. Do with me as seems good and right to you. 15Only know for certain that if 
you put me to death, you will bring innocent blood upon yourselves and upon this city and 
its inhabitants, for in truth the LORD sent me to you to speak all these words in your ears.” 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
Introit       Psalm 25:1–2, 17–18, 20; antiphon: vv. 15–16 

 
My eyes are ever toward the LORD, 
 for he will pluck my feet out of the net. 
Turn to me and be gracious to me, 
 for I am lonely and afflicted. 
To you, O LORD, 
 I lift up my soul. 
O my God, in you I trust; let me not be put to shame; 
 let not my enemies exult over me. 
The troubles of my heart are enlarged; 
 bring me out of my distresses. 
Consider my affliction and my trouble, 
 and forgive all my sins. 
Oh, guard my soul, and deliver me! 
 Let me not be put to shame, for I take refuge in you. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
 and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 
 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
My eyes are ever toward the LORD, 
 for he will pluck my feet out of the net. 
Turn to me and be gracious to me, 
 for I am lonely and afflicted. 



 
Epistle Ephesians 5:1–9 
 1Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children. 2And walk in love, as Christ loved 
us and gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. 
 3But sexual immorality and all impurity or covetousness must not even be named among 
you, as is proper among saints. 4Let there be no filthiness nor foolish talk nor crude joking, 
which are out of place, but instead let there be thanksgiving. 5For you may be sure of this, 
that everyone who is sexually immoral or impure, or who is covetous (that is, an idolater), 
has no inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and God. 6Let no one deceive you with empty 
words, for because of these things the wrath of God comes upon the sons of disobedience. 
7Therefore do not associate with them; 8for at one time you were darkness, but now you are 
light in the Lord. Walk as children of light 9(for the fruit of light is found in all that is good 
and right and true). 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
Please stand as you are able.  
 
Holy Gospel Luke 11:14–28 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the eleventh chapter. 
  

 
  
 14Now [Jesus] was casting out a demon that was mute. When the demon had gone out, 
the mute man spoke, and the people marveled. 15But some of them said, “He casts out 
demons by Beelzebul, the prince of demons,” 16while others, to test him, kept seeking from 
him a sign from heaven. 17But he, knowing their thoughts, said to them, “Every kingdom 
divided against itself is laid waste, and a divided household falls. 18And if Satan also is 
divided against himself, how will his kingdom stand? For you say that I cast out demons by 
Beelzebul. 19And if I cast out demons by Beelzebul, by whom do your sons cast them out? 
Therefore they will be your judges. 20But if it is by the finger of God that I cast out 
demons, then the kingdom of God has come upon you. 21When a strong man, fully armed, 
guards his own palace, his goods are safe; 22but when one stronger than he attacks him and 
overcomes him, he takes away his armor in which he trusted and divides his spoil. 
23Whoever is not with me is against me, and whoever does not gather with me scatters. 
 24“When the unclean spirit has gone out of a person, it passes through waterless places 
seeking rest, and finding none it says, ‘I will return to my house from which I came.’ 25And 



when it comes, it finds the house swept and put in order. 26Then it goes and brings seven 
other spirits more evil than itself, and they enter and dwell there. And the last state of that 
person is worse than the first.” 
 27As he said these things, a woman in the crowd raised her voice and said to him, 
“Blessed is the womb that bore you, and the breasts at which you nursed!” 28But he said, 
“Blessed rather are those who hear the word of God and keep it!” 
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
  

 
 
Nicene Creed 
C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 



     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 
Please be seated. 
 
Sermon Hymn ‘Lord of Our Life’ LSB 659 

 

 

 
 
Text: Matthäus Apelles von Löwenstern, 1594–1648; tr. Philip Pusey, 1799–1855, alt. 
Tune: Antiphoner, 1746, Poitiers 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Sermon                                           "Courageous Faith"       Luke 11:14-28 
 
Please stand as you are able.  
 



Offertory LSB 192 

 

 

 

 

 
  
Prayer of the Church 
P In peace, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
  
P For spiritual weapons and tongues sharpened by the words of Christ, that His people 

would be guarded against all powers of the devil, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
  
P For all Christians, plundered from Satan’s kingdom and liberated by Christ’s blood to 

join the ranks of His saints, that God would preserve us faithful to the end, guard us 
from abandoning or blaspheming the Spirit’s work, and turn us in brotherly love 
toward one another to live according to God’s holy will, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  
P For the members of every Christian family, that the Lord who calls us to live in purity 

and holiness would protect us and guide us; and that we would love and seek chastity 
and decency, learning to grow in virtue and godly living, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 



  
P For the leaders of our land, that they would humble themselves under the hand of God 

and serve their people sacrificially in every danger or need, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
  
P For the Lord to grant comfort, aid, healing and peace to the sick in their afflictions; for 

the dying near the end of their earthly lives; and for those who struggle with adversity 
and sorrow, [especially for _____________,] let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  
P For the unity of the Church in doctrine and life; for our communion this day; for 

strength in faith and an increase in love; and that our Lord would accept our sacrifices 
of thanksgiving and the offerings we bring, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  
P That God, our sword and shield, would by His mighty finger drive out all the powers 

of darkness and fight for us; and that He would cast out the devil, sweep clean our 
souls and fill our hearts with His Spirit to fight the good fight of faith and dwell secure 
in His kingdom of light, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  
P Lord God, heavenly Father, You sent Your Son, Jesus Christ, to take up our flesh, that 

He might overcome the devil and defend us poor sinners against the adversary. We 
thank You for Your merciful aid and implore You to attend us with Your grace in 
every temptation. Preserve us from carnal security and, by Your Spirit, keep us in 
Your Word and fear, that we may be delivered from the enemy and obtain eternal 
salvation; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
  

+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT + 
 
Preface LSB 194 

 

 



  

 

 
  

 

 
 
Proper Preface (Full) 
P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord, who overcame the assaults of the devil and gave His life as a ransom for many 
that with cleansed hearts we might be prepared joyfully to celebrate the paschal feast 
in sincerity and truth. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company 
of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and 
saying: 

 
Sanctus LSB 195 

 

 



 

 

 
 
Lord’s Prayer LSB 196 

 

 

 

 

 



 
  

 

 
 
The Words of Our Lord LSB 197 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 
Pax Domini LSB 197 

 
  

 
 
Agnus Dei LSB 198 

 

 

 

 



 
  
 
Please be seated. 
 
Distribution Hymn ‘God’s Own Child, I Gladly Say It’ LSB 594 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 
Text: Erdmann Neumeister, 1671–1756; tr. Robert E. Voelker, 1957 
Tune: Johann Caspar Bachofen, 1695–1755, alt. 
Text: © 1991 Robert E. Voelker. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001879 
Tune: Public domain 

 
Distribution Hymn ‘I Come, O Savior, to Thy Table’ LSB 618 

 

 



 

 
 
Text: Friedrich Christian Heyder, 1677–1754; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, abr. 
Tune: Emskirchner Choral-Buch, 1756, Leipzig 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001879 
Tune: Public domain 

 
Please stand as you are able.  
 
Nunc Dimittis LSB 199 

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  



 
  

 
  

 
  
Thanksgiving LSB 200 

 
  

 
 
Post-Communion Collect 
A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this 
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

  

 
 



Salutation LSB 201 

 
  

 
 
Benedicamus LSB 202 

 
  

 
 
Benediction LSB 202 

 

 

 
  

 
 



Closing Hymn ‘Rise, My Soul, to Watch and Pray’ LSB 663 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: Johann Burkhard Freystein, 1671–1718; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Tune: Hundert . . . geistlicher Arien, 1694, Dresden, alt. 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
Guests: Welcome! We are so glad to have you with us today! If you are visiting us for the 
first time, please sign our guest book, or a guest card in the pew and place in the offering 
plate before leaving. Please join us for fellowship after the service.  
 
Communion Statement: As we learn from 1 Corinthians, when we commune together, we 
make a confession of our oneness in doctrine & understanding of God’s Word. Since those 
who show publicly that they agree with the teachings believed, taught, & confessed by the 
Pastor & congregation at which the Sacrament is distributed, we ask that those who are not 
members in good standing of a congregation of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, or 
one of our sister churches to please refrain from partaking of the Sacrament. Instead, if you 
would like to receive a blessing, you are more than welcome to come to the altar rail & 
please indicate you would like to receive a blessing by crossing your arms in front of your 
chest. A list of church bodies with whom we share Altar & Pulpit fellowship is posted on 
the bulletin board in the hallway. If you would like to visit about this doctrine & practice, 
please talk to Pastor or an Elder. For further study on this matter see Matthew 5:23, 18:15-
35, 26:26-39; Mark 14:22-24; Luke 22:19-20 & 1 Cor. 11:17-34. Thank you. 
 
Loose Giving Envelopes are available in the pews and on the entryway table for visitors 
and for regular churchgoers who may have forgotten their offering envelopes. To ensure all 
offerings are recorded, please enclose your offering in your assigned envelope. Thank you! 
 
Anyone interested in singing/chanting Psalms during Lent midweek or Holy Week 
Services, please contact Pastor. 
 
Easter Lilies: Lilies will be placed at the altar for Easter morning services. The cost for a 
plant is $15. Lilies can be given in memory or in honor of a loved one. The deadline for 
orders is March 30. Checks should be made to Immanuel Lutheran Church with “Easter 
Lilies” written in the memo line. Please place your order form along with payment in the 
offering plate. If you wish to provide your own plant, please fill out an order form 
indicating so and the in memory/in honor of portion.  
 
April calendars are available on the front table.  
 
The Pictorial Directory has arrived and are in your boxes. 
 
 
 



Stewardship: Luke 11:21–22 – “When a strong man, fully armed, guards his own palace, 
his goods are safe; but when one stronger than he attacks him and overcomes him, he takes 
away his armor in which he trusted and divides his spoil.” Jesus is stronger than Satan and 
He disarms him for us. But Jesus has disarmed Satan in a most unusual way: He has 
disarmed him by allowing Satan to cast all his weapons into Jesus. Satan has nothing left to 
attack us with — he spent it all on Jesus. And now Jesus is our Stronger Man. He guards 
and keeps us and ours, and we have none to fear.  
 
Sunday School Lesson: This week’s Bible lesson is “A Trusting Widow.” Jesus sits in the 
temple, observing people depositing money into the offering box. But one offering stands 
out: a widow brings two small copper coins. Jesus commends this offering to His disciples 
because He knows her offering is everything she has to live on.   
 
Building Healthy Families: Researchers have discovered that people have between 12,000 
and 60,000 thoughts each day – and 80% of them are negative. What’s your percentage? If 
it’s too high, don’t be dismayed; you can do something about it! It’s possible to 
intentionally change your automatic thoughts and as a result, your mood, mental wellness, 
and relationships will all improve greatly. God’s word encourages us: “…take captive 
every thought and make it obedient to Christ.” (2 Corinthians 10:15) Lutheran Family 
Service counselors are here to help you find mental and emotional strength and wellness, 
replacing lies with truth, from a perspective that is consistent with your faith. ~ Lutheran 
Family Service www.LutheranFamilyService.org 
 
A Life Quote: “Think of how important we as human beings must be in the eyes of God, if 
He—as the almighty creator and Lord of the entire universe—was willing to take on human 
flesh and become one of us. God loves the human race so much He decided to become our 
brother.” Thomas P. Nass, CELC President ~ A Life Quote from Lutherans For Life • 
lutheransforlife.org 
 
Lutheran Hour Ministries for March 30th: Hear "The Difference Between Anger and 
Contempt" based on John 11:35 by Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler. God gets angry at sin, but 
behind that anger, God is love. We believe this only because of Jesus. ~ Listen next 
Sunday on 600 WMT at 6:30 a.m., 1190 KFJB at 8:30 a.m., WHO-1040 at 7:30 a.m. 
 
A Life Thought in the Church Year:  If Almighty God has “no pleasure in the death of 
the wicked” (Ezekiel 33:11), how much more does death of innocents grieve Him? Why 
then should the people of God ever tolerate the killing of unborn sisters and brothers? And 
if the Lord of all only deals in death when human iniquity does not allow Him to avoid it, 
will not the same love move us to warn others against dealing in death? 
 

https://www.lhm.org/about/zeigler-bio.asp


BOOK OF ECCLESIASTES BIBLE STUDY… The Word of the Lord Endures Forever 
is a daily 15-minute verse-by-verse Bible study produced by Lutheran Public Radio in 
Collinsville, IL and hosted by LCMS Pastor Will Weedon.  Pastor Weedon recently started 
a study on the Book of Ecclesiastes.  You can listen on-demand at thewordendures.org, 
Amazon Alexa, Google Home, Apple HomePod, the LPR mobile app and a podcast 
provider. 
 
KFUO Radio, the broadcast voice of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, shares 
Christ for you anytime, anywhere on KFUO.org via worship services, Bible and theology 
studies, practical talk programs, and sacred music. Find programs on demand 
at kfuo.org and wherever you get your podcasts! CHRIST FOR YOU this week on KFUO 
AM850 & kfuo.org: On Sharper Iron (weekdays at 8:00 a.m. CT) we wrap up the book of 1 
Samuel and begin 2 Samuel! Tune in to Thy Strong Word (weekdays at 11 a.m. CT) as we 
continue our study of Hebrews, covering chapters 7-9. Sharathon 2025 is next week! From 
April 3rd–5th, join us for special programming, fun giveaways, and a chance to make a 
difference by supporting the mission and ministry of KFUO Radio! To learn more, 
visit: kfuo.org/sharathon. 
 

CONFIRMATION MEMORY WORK  
6th and 7th Grades Memory Work 

7th Petition and Conclusion and Meanings 
 

8th Grade Memory Work 
Questioning Books 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://wtv9t5cab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001n-ij_is5lnd-6Lf-CUbhgC7RSYK4sc460o5i77KzoXccEp2NafRR8smHX4HJdmEnSpc_E4MeMwkFaBtT0wJy2aE9g13kibSd2i6a0jI9K_hsTV0gBQGXYR9yRv6SGss9ouBDDwJd1bHgJdZS67ecnYIUiDnh7BEc&c=KAnl10VPmgMpdIpDZ2oVt2lSqZyXXEWkmj5SsYuKADR1xtNdku1ITA==&ch=KUPEwn00rKwLUnAHO03T92hTGWmWWKDOGdzq9cfkVWHs9seZh9cKcw==
https://kfuo.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=54af661ed49340a315983cb13&id=aee0c64ead&e=37517c5216
http://kfuo.org/
https://kfuo.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=54af661ed49340a315983cb13&id=e12d9de890&e=37517c5216


Our Gifts to God (given at Immanuel) 
                                 Sunday, March 16, 2025 
      Attendance 52 
       
      
 

Calendar of Events for This Week 
Today          9:00am    Oculi (3rd Sunday in Lent)  
                   10:30am  Bible Study/Sunday School  
    Greeter: Louden 
    Usher: Lucas B. 
    Servers: Sue F. & Karla C. 
    Acolyte/Crucifer: Kaitlynn & Thatcher 
    Elder: Joe W. 
  
Wednesday 4-5pm Confirmation Class 

 5-6pm  Confirmation Class 
 5:15pm  Meal 
 6:30pm  Lent Evening Prayer Service 

Usher: Joel Koepp 
 

Thursday   9:30am  Confessions Study Holy Cross in Carlisle 
     
Next Sunday 8:00am   Elders Meeting 
                     9:00am   Laetare (4th Sunday in Lent)  
                   10:30am  Bible Study/Sunday School-Popcorn Sunday 
    Greeter: Marcinik 
    Usher: Keith T. 
    Servers: Julie M. & Robin M. 
    Acolyte/Crucifer: Elsie & Finn 
    Elder: Joel M.  
              
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Those planning on attending the April 5 LWML Spring 
Rally in Marshalltown, please contact Pam Haase, not 

Merikay Hennis, and include your name on  
the sign-up in the entryway. 

 
Please plan to meet at Immanuel by 8:20am  

Saturday morning.  
 



 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 


	Introit       Psalm 25:1–2, 17–18, 20; antiphon: vv. 15–16

