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WARREN COUNTY (PEQUEST RIVER) 
 MUNICIPAL UTILITIES AUTHORITY  
  
 MINUTES 

  September 17, 2014  
Chairman Chamberlain called the regular meeting of the Warren County (Pequest River) 
Municipal Utilities Authority to order at 7:30 p.m.  The meeting was held at the Authority’s 
Administration building located at 199 Foul Rift Road, Belvidere, New Jersey. 
 
Roll Call: 
 
Chad Chamberlain, Chairman    Morris Scott, Jr. Absent 
Laurel Napolitani, Secretary    Everdina O’Connor Absent 
Robert Piazza, Treasurer    Sidney Deutsch Absent 
Drew Kiszonak  
Donald Niece   
Philip Rosenberg 
 
Also, in attendance were:  
 
Charles L. Houck, Authority Chief Financial Officer ; Brian Tipton, Esq., Authority Legal 
Counsel; Stephen Donati, P.E.., Authority Engineer; Billy J. Wauhop, Authority Consultant; and 
Patricia Kaspereen, Administrative Assistant.  
 
Chairman Chamberlain led everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance and then read the Introductory 
Statement.       
 
MINUTES 
 
Ms. Napolitani moved and Mr. Piazza seconded to approve the minutes of the August 20, 2014 
regular meeting, as presented.  The motion passed.  Roll call was as follows: 
 
Mr. Deutsch  Absent   Mr. Piazza   Yes 
Mr. Kiszonak  Abstain  Mr. Rosenberg  Yes  
Ms. Napolitani Yes   Mr. Scott   Absent 
Mr. Niece  Yes   Chairman Chamberlain Abstain 
Ms. O’Connor  Absent 
 
Mr. Piazza moved and Mr. Rosenberg seconded to approve the minutes of the July 16, 2014 
executive session, as presented.  The motion passed.  Roll call was as follows: 
 
Mr. Deutsch  Absent   Mr. Piazza   Yes 
Mr. Kiszonak  Yes   Mr. Rosenberg  Yes  
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Ms. Napolitani Yes   Mr. Scott   Absent 
Mr. Niece  Yes   Chairman Chamberlain Yes 
Ms. O’Connor  Absent 
 
Ms. Napolitani moved and Mr. Piazza seconded to approve the minutes of the August 20, 2014 
executive session, as presented.  The motion passed.  Roll call was as follows: 
 
Mr. Deutsch  Absent   Mr. Piazza   Yes 
Mr. Kiszonak  Abstain  Mr. Rosenberg  Yes  
Ms. Napolitani Yes   Mr. Scott   Absent 
Mr. Niece  Yes   Chairman Chamberlain Abstain 
Ms. O’Connor  Absent 
 
CORRESPONDENCE 
 
Ms. Napolitani recapped the correspondence listed below.   
 
1. A letter dated August 18, 2014, from Mr. Paull, Chief, Northern Bureau of Water 

Compliance & Enforcement, NJDEP, to Chairman Chamberlain in response to our Force 
Majeure Request. 
 

2. A letter dated August 21, 2014, from Catherine Kiernan, Executive Director, PERMA 
Risk Management Services, to Ms. Kaspereen, Fund Commissioner, enclosing a 
Resolution and Agreement for renewal of membership in the NJUA JIF. 
 

3. A letter dated August 27, 2014, from Mr. Chebra, P.E., Assistant Director, Municipal 
Finance & Construction Element, Division of Water Quality, NJDEP, to Mr. Wasser, 
Licensed Operator; recommending approval of Payment Requisition No. 4 for the Oxford 
WWTF Upgrade from the NJEIFP. 
 

4. A letter dated August 28, 2014 from Mr. Sauder, Project Manager, CP Engineers, to Mr. 
DeMaio, DeMaio Electrical Company, enclosing the Substantial Completion Certificate 
for Contract No. 13-02: Axford Avenue Pump Station Rehab. 
 

5. A letter dated August 29, 2014, from Mr. Giordano, Assistant Commissioner, Central 
Bureau of Water & Land Use Compliance & Enforcement, NJDEP, determining that our 
Oxford WWTP is in compliance after an inspection was conducted on July 30, 2014. 
 

6. A letter dated September 5, 2014, from Mr. Donati, P.E., V.P., CPE to Mr. Wauhop, 
Authority Consultant enclosing a copy of Progress Payment Application No. 8, submitted 
by Tomar Construction Services for Contract No. 12-01: Oxford WWTF Upgrade. 
 

7. A letter dated September 8, 2014, from Mr. Donati, P.E., V.P., CPE to Mr. Wauhop, 
Authority Consultant enclosing a copy of Progress Payment Application No. 3, submitted 
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by DeMaio Electric Company for Contract No. 13-02: Axford Avenue Pump Station 
Rehab. 

 
CFO’S REPORT 
 
Mr. Houck met with the Finance Committee to review the proposed FY2015 budget.  He 
distributed a draft of the proposed budget to the Board.  With a few exceptions, the 
appropriations will remain flat.  Those few exceptions show modest increases.  The budget 
provides for a 2 ½% increase in Revenues through billing.      
 
With the retirement of the bonds, Debt Service will decrease dramatically in 2015, but Mr. 
Houck strongly recommended that we do not drop our rates.  The money that would have been 
used for Debt Service will be placed in Capital to keep the budget flat.  The Authority is 
currently in the process of a significant capital project.  He distributed information for the 
Capital Projects proposed for 2015.  These items are tentative and subject to change.   
 
Next, Mr. Houck distributed a worksheet showing the Debt Service from 2015 through 2033.  It 
shows a dramatic increase of about $730,000 from 2015 to 2016.  This is another reason that he 
suggested that the rate not be decreased in 2015, but will leave the decision up to the 
commissioners.     
 
Mr. Piazza, Chairman of the Finance Committee, stated the committee was very comfortable 
with the budget, and fully supports the FY2015 Budget as presented by Mr. Houck. 
 
Chairman Chamberlain thanked Mr. Houck and the Finance Committee for all their work in 
preparing a very sound budget.   
 
Mr. Houck will prepare the formal budget documents for the October meeting.  The budget has 
to be introduced 60 days before the end of the year.   
 
Mr. Houck left the meeting. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
At approximately 7:44 p.m., Mr. Piazza moved to adopt Resolution #14-40 to enter into 
executive session to discuss a contract matter and a personnel matter.  Mr. Kiszonak seconded. 
All in favor, motion carried. 
 
At approximated 8:15 p.m., Ms. Napolitani moved and Mr. Niece seconded to return to open 
session.  All in favor, motion carried. 
 
Mr. Rosenberg made a motion authorizing Mr. Wauhop to contact Mr. Houck in regards to 
giving a stipend to the four operators for emergency service work.  Ms. Napolitani seconded.  
All in favor, motion carried.   
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GENERAL COUNSEL’S REPORT 
 
Mr. Tipton had nothing further to report. 
 
ENGINEER’S REPORT 
 
Mr. Donati’s report was included in the agenda packets. 
 
Oxford WWTF Upgrade:  Mr. Donati updated everyone on recent activities and displayed 
pictures of the site.  Attached to his report was an updated schedule chart.  He said the project is 
at least two and a half months behind schedule.     
 
Axford Avenue Pump Station Rehab:  All work has been completed.  Substantial completion was 
issued ahead of schedule.  Punch list items have been done.  A few unforeseen items came up 
during the project, so Mr. Donati prepared a resolution and change order for the Board’s 
consideration.          
 
Mr. Piazza moved to adopt Resolution #14-41, authorizing the Chairman to execute Change 
Order #1 for $1,948.03, for Contract No. 13-02 the rehab of the Axford Avenue Pump Station.  
Mr. Niece seconded.  The motion passed unanimously on a roll call vote.   
 
AUTHORITY CONSULTANT    
 
Mr. Wauhop distributed his report prior to the meeting.   
 
Belvidere STP:  Work continues on the renovation of the #2 FST for sludge thickening.   
     
Oxford STP:  Mr. Wauhop recapped maintenance items performed during the past month.   
 
General Business:  Mr. Wauhop contacted Joe Fox earlier today to schedule mask fittings for the 
respirators and Confined Space Entry training.  Mr. Fox asked him to call back tomorrow 
afternoon when he will be in his office.   
 
Nature’s Choice:  Mr. Castner informed Mr. Wauhop that he no longer works for Nature’s 
Choice and gave him new contact information.  Mr. Wauhop will contact the new people.   
 
Tom Bartha Excavating mistakenly billed the Township of Oxford for work done for the 
Authority on manholes located in Oxford.  The Township paid Bartha and is seeking 
reimbursement from the Authority.      
 
Regarding the standby generator previously used at the Axford Avenue Pump Station, the unit is 
not large enough to use at any of our facilities.  After discussion with Mr. Houck, Mr. Wauhop 
would like to auction it off via an on-line auction.  The Authority will need to pass a resolution 
beforehand.  He will find out the specifics for the October meeting.   
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FINANCE (TREASURER) 
 
Mr. Piazza moved that Resolution #14-42 (Certificate No. 338: $50,899.89) be approved to pay 
all bills from the Operating Fund.  Mr. Rosenberg seconded.  The motion passed unanimously on 
a roll call vote.    
 
Mr. Piazza moved that Resolution #14-43 (Certificate No. 346: $451,122.57) be approved to pay 
all the bills from the Capital Improvements Fund.  Mr. Rosenberg seconded.  The motion passed, 
roll call was as follows: 
 
Mr. Deutsch  Absent   Mr. Piazza   Yes 
Mr. Kiszonak  Yes   Mr. Rosenberg  Yes  
Ms. Napolitani Yes   Mr. Scott   Absent 
Mr. Niece  Abstain  Chairman Chamberlain Yes 
Ms. O’Connor  Absent 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
Insurance:  Chairman Chamberlain presented a resolution and agreement for a three-year 
renewal of our membership with the NJUA JIF (New Jersey Utility Authorities Joint Insurance 
Fund).     
 
Mr. Rosenberg moved and Mr. Kiszonak seconded to adopt Resolution #14-44, whereby the 
Warren County (Pequest River) Municipal Utilities Authority agrees to renew its membership in 
the NJUA JIF for a three-year period, beginning January 1, 2015 and ending January 1, 2018 
(12:01 am).  The motion passed unanimously on a roll call vote.    
 
Ms. Cooper, our risk manager, met with Ms. Kaspereen yesterday to begin the renewal 
application process. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
There was no new business.   
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
There was no public present. 
 
As there was no more business to come before the Authority, Mr. Piazza moved and Mr. Niece 
seconded that the meeting be adjourned.  All in favor, motion carried.  The meeting was 
adjourned at 8:37 p.m. 
 
____________________                                                      
Patricia Kaspereen 
Administrative Assistant  
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