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                         NEWS AND UPDATES 

 

Happy Fall Everyone!! 

We extend a heartfelt thank-you to Joye Neff for reaching the lofty goal of the most recent fundraiser. 

She volunteers to do this year after year, for various Berner fundraisers, and is always successful.  

Congratulations, Joye, you did it again!  The funds raised will be used for year one of the liquid 

biopsy research project*. 

Of course, the fundraiser wouldn’t have been a success if not for each of you who generously donated. 

It takes a village and the Berner Community is the BEST!  Sincere gratitude to all of you for your 

commitment to Berner Health and for your donations! 

"BERNER LOVERS ARE THE MOST BESTEST! 

We not only hit our goal of $40,000, BUT WE FLEW RIGHT PAST OUR GOAL 

AND RAISED $43,763.04, which is 9.5% over our goal! 

We couldn’t have done it without the people who donated prizes, Bob 

Torstenson who made our website, the 332 Berner Lovers who donated money, and Bob Reeve who managed 

the PayPal and credit card donations. THANK ALL OF YOU! 

Now you can relax and start saving your money for our next fundraiser which will start in mid-October for 

BERNER RESCUE! 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROUS SUPPORT ~ WE WILL MAKE A DIFFERENCE IN THE LIVES OF OUR PRESENT 

AND OUR FUTURE BERNERS! 

GRATEFULLY, 

Joye Neff 

*Note: The liquid biopsy research is one of two research projects which are about to be launched that are the 

direct result of the Bernese Mountain Dog DNA Repository. Read about them under the Bernese Research 

Projects section below.  

We have a new information brochure!  

Our new Berner-Garde information brochure is located at this link: 

 Berner-GardeBrochure_Sept2023.pdf (bernergarde.org)  

Please feel free to download the pdf and have copies available at your next Berner event!! The more 

sharing the better.  You can download and save the brochure to send electronically as well to 

prospective puppy owners, novice breeders, veterinary clinics, etc. 

AA A note from Joye to 

the Berner Community: 

 

https://www.bernergarde.org/home/Data/Berner-GardeBrochure_Sept2023.pdf


Bernese Research Projects on the Horizon: 

Dr Vilma Yuzbasiyan-Gurkan, Professor and Associate Dean, College of Veterinary Medicine at 

Michigan State University (MSU) and the MSU Repository Director is working on two research projects 

that are about to be launched: 

❖ First one is the second phase of a clinical trial for a particular drug that is very effective in the 

treatment of Histiocytic Sarcoma 

o This research is funded by the BMDCA through the Morris Animal Foundation 

o Trials will be held in four university veterinary clinics in the United States 

o Additional information will be forthcoming  

 

❖ Second project is for a liquid biopsy for Histiocytic Sarcoma (HS) – an early detection tool to 

identify dogs that may be harboring HS without any actual symptoms 

o Currently, once dogs exhibit symptoms, it typically means the disease has spread so 

much that it cannot be effectively treated 

o Hope is that with earlier detection, treatments will be more effective 

DATABASE CHANGES AND UPDATES:  

Berner-Garde is making some changes to the database!  

It has been a month since we implemented some database changes which have resulted in the last 
known alive date being entered for hundreds of dogs. This also spilled over into many other dogs 
being added to the database or health updates being added for current dogs.  This is exactly what we 
hoped for!  This data truly matters.   Thank you for taking the time to do this! 
***Please keep entering your dogs and ALL of their information***  
Look for more changes and updates in the future that we are excited about and that will make 
submissions easier.  
 
Two new fields were added to the main dog page: 

1. Microchip Number                      

2. Last Known Alive Date 

1.  Why was the microchip area moved? 

❖ To make the microchip number more visible  

❖ To make it more apparent that we did, or did not, have it recorded. It is something that we 

have not made a point of emphasis in the past but recent discussions have brought it more 

to the forefront 

❖ During discussions with Dr. Hedan in France at the World Union of Bernese Mountain 

Dogs Health Symposium, he indicated that he uses the dog’s microchip number as the 

unique identifier for the dog. We were exploring ways in which we could further support his 

research efforts and ways we could provide him with data extracts from the Berner-Garde 

database.  However, for him to be able to “match” our Berner-Garde data with the dogs he 

already has, we need to provide the microchip number with the provided data 



Currently, only about half of the dogs that are in the BG Database that have had the Histio Risk 

Test have microchip numbers listed.  In addition to some internal projects to get microchip 

numbers on those existing dogs, we are going to be placing more emphasis on capturing this 

information on new dogs as we add them to the database. This will be reflected on the revised 

submission forms that we will be introducing in the coming months.            

               

                                

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Last Known Alive Date: 

Note that there are some new graphics that go along with the Last Known Alive Date and Death Date.  

The graphics are broken down by age group as described below: 

❖ 1 rose    (Date of death (DOD)/check mark ✔️ (Last known alive (LKA) date) indicates dogs 

are from 0-7 years of age 

❖ 2 roses   (DOD)/confetti popper  (LKA date) dogs are from 7-10 years of age 

❖ 3 roses   (DOD)/smiley face w/wine   (LKA date) dogs are 10+ years of age 

There is a button for you to easily submit a Last Known Alive date. Note: Once this is submitted, 

you must wait 60 days before submitting another date.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



To make room for the new fields mentioned above, we rearranged some of the fields on the dog 

detail page. Certifications have been moved to right below the main detail section and before the 

tabs.  This makes things much easier 

to find and we hope that you all 

update your dog's information! 
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The microchip number location and the button for updating the last known date alive are now located 

on the individual Dog’s page:  

 

 

Refresher on the Health Information / Health Record Tab 

❖ Each dog in the database has a health record located under the Health tab on their individual 

page in BG, take a look and verify your dog’s information is correct and current 

❖ What is the difference between anecdotal and diagnosed health information? 



o Anecdotal – Information either the owner or breeder provided without veterinary 
documentation also being submitted 

                           Note:  all health/disease information is classified as “anecdotal” until the owner or  
                           breeder provides an unaltered copy of a written report (diagnosis progress note or  
                           pathology) from a professional in the field 

o Diagnosed – The owner or breeder provides an unaltered copy of a written report 
                    (diagnosis, progress note, or pathology) from a professional in the field 

o Going forward, please take a moment to ask your veterinarian to provide you with a copy of 
the progress notes or pathology reports for any visits or procedures your berner has so that 
you may submit the information to the BG database 
❖ This classification system helps users and researchers evaluate the dependability of 

the source 
 

How to Easily Update New Health Information for your dog: 
 

 
PSST, Do you know that 

you no longer have to 

send a health document 

as an email attachment 

to update your dog’s 

health info?? For ease, 

use the Upload New 

Health Information 

button on your individual 

dog’s health record.  This 

is an easy and quick way 

to update health 

information, particularly 

any health screening certificates, pathology reports, and necropsy results 

❖ Click the Update New Health Information button located under the health tab on your dog’s 

individual dog page 

❖ Fill in the menu selections that appear 

❖ Choose file you want to upload  (could be biopsy results, pathology or necropsy report, 

diagnostic testing reports, veterinary notes, etc) 

❖ Add diagnosis and any additional details or treatment information in the menu boxes 

We thank you for taking the time to upload documents and keeping your Berner’s health information 

current! 

 

 

 



                                    ***  Berner-Garde Merchandise Available Online!*** 

If you are looking for a great, comfortable T-shirt or sweatshirt plus a way to support Berner-Garde 

too, look no further!  Just go to our website www.bernergarde.org and go to our merchandise tab at 

the top of the page. With every purchase, a generous donation will be made to the Berner-Garde 

Foundation to help support future health research that will benefit our Bernese Mountain Dogs! 

If you would like to know more specifics about the size/fit, please reach out directly under the 

contact tab on the merchandise page.  We do not ship internationally at this time.  

You can find the access to our merchandise from our home page. Look for the key word 

'merchandise' and click on that area.  

https://bernergarde.org/home/ 

 

Thanks for shopping and in turn, donating to The Berner-Garde Foundation!  #fortheloveofaberner 

 

Where to find the latest information about the Berner-Garde Foundation? 

➢ Website:  Home Page - Berner-Garde Foundation (bernergarde.org) 

➢ Facebook Page:  https://www.facebook.com/BernerGardeFoundation  

If you haven’t checked out our facebook page yet, be sure to look it up and “like” to follow us.   

 

If you have any questions about this BG update, please reach out to us via our education committee at 

education@bernergarde.org or dm us through the Berner-Garde Foundation Facebook page. 

Bernerly, 

Tracey Keith and Carol Stephenson, Education Committee, Berner-Garde Foundation  

http://www.bernergarde.org/
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fbernergarde.org%2Fhome%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR2rj224GcAnJBIJX__qZXGy49cOC-PCzUHvQhFHObpNCbG6KJXwOcWnzp0&h=AT2-XPT0rcYsExg9wJfDu6CeE9alNK4hk7xfZS40E5LkCni3Yh1POaqZahPslAc-_xr_RaHf5sKF74AO8IqOebIjyEk23ND2zyq2kHh6Z77y9TLSw3NzLR-QErsHz1WmimqJ&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT12NWsD5lnk26DcVeJUwvwtNoSwXZwL3NTOjRUy1qwu9gQEUPU3Dqw_V-keYlkAn_TFO8byW0wGy17BBMbXK0QLzIkxH5XgJh2FCaztGO3J2X8sC8-PXncVvx5XPlqj_WJ0MhEZJb1XcG618rnH55fyu6xVIkEZG3opjlbdw4z_muk-QKEtY0uRXChEcALCACkGB8skMCzc
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/fortheloveofaberner?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUl1wQNseZTR01k_IwPhHSSkrRM0tXYHfq821kmYzTJtF7xCC2fg6bC0_42R5eD8F5z50dgII2ep6qyGZZgk8-rTPjRCdR4pmXX8n2eT9c22imSqbm8-L55BDidHQb4BrCO9FHSI2QSl6XE6KVUf9A_9pRhtcm-NE01NdqLqqJ8QowCv3Ihtl03cDGiQtFcCC0&__tn__=*NK-R
https://bernergarde.org/home/
https://www.facebook.com/BernerGardeFoundation
mailto:education@bernergarde.org

