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Acts 2:14, 22–27
14Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them. . . 22“Fellow Israelites, listen to what I have to say: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by God with deeds of power, wonders, and signs that God did through him among you . . .  23 you crucified and killed by the hands of those outside the law. 24 But God raised him up, having released him from the agony of death, because it was impossible for him to be held in its power. 25 For David says concerning him . . . 27 ‘you will not abandon my soul to Hades or let your Holy One experience corruption.’” 

Matthew 28:16–20
16 Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed them. 17 When they saw him, they worshiped him, but they doubted. 18 And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit 20 and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”

When Peter says that Jesus was “attested to you by God with deeds of power, wonders, and signs” (2:22), he is implying that that should have been enough to make people believe in him. His life, his personal presence, and his signs and wonders should be enough to convince anyone. However, “you,” he says, addressing the Israelites, had him killed by the hands of Gentiles. 
But it was impossible for death to retain hold of him, he goes on, using Psalm 16:10 to show that he was not to be abandoned to the grave, nor to see corruption, to decay, as all bodies do. Early Christians often saw the Psalms and prophets as speaking of Jesus. After all, you couldn’t say that about any ordinary human; they all do see corruption, after going into the grave. Psalm 16 didn’t make sense as applied to any ordinary mortal; but it did make sense as applied to the one who rose from the dead.
This was part of that overwhelmingly successful sermon that Peter gave, which resulted in 3,000 people converting and being baptized (Acts 2:41). It was a foretaste of the rapid spread of the gospel that was to come. And it picks up on the command that he gave at the end of his time on earth, after his Resurrection but before his Ascension, when he tells them clearly that they are to make disciples of all nations, and to hand on his teaching.
As we see in Matthew, Jesus had told the women to tell the disciples to go to Galilee and he would meet them there (Matt 28:10). And he does meet them there as he had promised, telling them to go out to all nations with his teaching. They will also be baptized by the Holy Spirit on Pentecost, when the Spirit will be poured out. He promises to be with them always, even to the end of the age, which includes people who would come after those to whom he is speaking.
So there are two key promises and two key commissions. The promises are that they will receive the Holy Spirit, and he will be with them always. The two commissions are to make disciples of all nations, and to hand on his teachings. The Spirit has a certain universality to it; it is able to unite people from different nations and cultures, anyone who is ready to hear the truth. So that promise of the Spirit and the commission to make disciples of all nations go together. His promise to always be with them can be seen to go together with the commission to hand on his teachings. One always gets a sense of his personality through his teachings. He will not only be with us always; he will always be with his teachings; his personhood accompanies his teachings wherever they are disseminated. And he is present wherever two or more are gathered. His love accompanies his teachings and the spreading of the gospel. Without his love, the teachings are hollow. And any action that churches do needs to be inspired by his love. We get this if we have read the gospels deeply, if he resonates within the chambers of our hearts. Whenever we share God’s love, we get a flavor of Jesus, and we give a flavor of Jesus.
There’s no church rule or ritual or hierarchy that ensures his presence. There’s only the reality of living faith in our hearts that ensures the continuing presence of Jesus’ love in all that we do. 
We must worship God in spirit and in truth. It’s not the ritual or dogma or episcopal pronouncements that reveal Jesus to the world. It’s the Master’s love operating in our lives that reveals him again and again. The teachings are not just abstract and disembodied ideas. They take on reality when we see them acted out in his life, and then in our lives. We develop a taste not only for his teachings, but for his personality. His sheep hear his voice; they know him (John 10:27). He will remain with us, to the end of the age, and beyond the end of the age. He will be with us in the afterlife, too. 
I have a story of one man who trusted Jesus throughout his life. Georgi Vins was a Ukrainian Baptist pastor who opposed Soviet control and monitoring of churches. The Soviets would even prevent pastor from preaching certain things. Vins went against his own pastor when the latter registered with the Soviet authorities. He formed a breakaway church that met in the forests. He helped to set up a Council of Churches, independent of KGB control. He was arrested and sentenced in 1966, and after his release he helped organize independent churches, but had to go into hiding. When he was discovered, he was again arrested and sentenced in 1975. He never lost faith during his imprisonment. He shared Christ with his fellow prisoners.
Andrei Sakharov helped to publicize his case, and he became the Soviet Union’s most famous religious prisoner. Just before his release, his fellow prisoners begged him to leave them his copy of the Gospel of Mark that he had managed to hide from the authorities. He gave in and let them have it. He didn’t know he was about to be sent to America. In 1979 President Jimmy Carter arranged a prisoner exchange that resulted in Vins and his family being sent to the west. He settled in Indiana. In 1990, Mikhail Gorbachev restored Vins’s Russian citizenship and Vins took several trips to Russia and Ukraine where he preached many sermons. He died in 1998 at the age of 69. In his book The Gospel in Bonds, he wrote “There are no greater riches than Christ. . . For my native land, its people, I’m praying for a resurrection.” (placefortruth.org/georgi-vins-and-the-christian-resistance-to-soviet-religious-persecution/)
It is true, that Jesus’ sheep know his voice, the voice of the one who conquered death.

