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Feature Story 

 

DOE finalizes efficiency standards for walk-in freezers 
DOE published a final rule increasing the stringency of existing energy 
efficiency standards for walk-in coolers and freezers, which were last 
updated in 2014. DOE expects the amended standards to result in 
$5.6 billion in benefits and $600 million in costs. Although it is a 
significant rule, DOE does not identify any regulatory offsets per 
Executive Order 13771. See our analysis here. 

  

Rulemaking 

 

CFPB finalizes rule to prohibit mandatory arbitration clauses 

CFPB published a final rule regulating arbitration agreements in 
contracts for certain consumer financial product and services. The final 
rule prohibits providers from using mandatory arbitration clauses for 
certain financial products, which would expand the ability of consumers 
to participate in class action lawsuits.  

 

Four agencies seek input on reducing regulatory burdens 

USDA, NOAA, & the State Department each published a separate 
proposed rule or notice seeking input from the public on reducing 
regulatory burdens in compliance with Executive Orders 13771 and 
13777. Coast Guard also instructed 8 advisory committees to identify 
regulatory actions for possible repeal and modification.  

 

DHS delays rule to ease U.S. entry for start-up entrepreneurs 
DHS published a final rule temporarily delaying the effective date of its 
January 2017 rule, which made entrepreneurs of start-up businesses 
eligible for temporary, 30-month admission to the U.S. DHS is delaying 
the rule while it solicits comments on whether to rescind it pursuant to 
Executive Order 13767. Read our prior analysis here. 

 

DOL seeks information for fiduciary rule examination 

DOL published a proposed rule seeking information from the public on 
DOL's examination of the 2016 fiduciary rule, which subjects those 
who provide investment advice for employee benefit plans to trust law 
standards of care and undivided loyalty. DOL is seeking comments on 
whether further implementation delays are necessary and how to tailor 
additional exemptions.  

 

EPA proposes to delist electroplating sludge 
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▪ Comment: Restoring Internet 

Freedom, May, Cooper, 
Bolema, & Horney 
▪ An Assessment of the FCC's 

Proposal to Conduct a Cost-
Benefit Analysis, Theodore R. 
Bolema 
 
FTC 
▪ Comment in the Matter of 

Restoring Internet Freedom, 
Acting Chairman Maureen 
Ohlhausen 
 
GW Regulatory Studies 
Center 
▪ Regulators' Budget Reflects 

President Trump's Priorities, 
Susan E. Dudley & Melinda 
Warren 
▪ Public Comment on FCC's 

Proposed Rule: Restoring 
Internet Freedom, Gerald Brock 
▪ Public Comment on DOE's 

Request for Information on 
Reducing Regulation and 
Controlling Regulatory Costs, 
Sofie E. Miller 
 
The Mercatus Center 
▪ Helping Small Businesses 

Comply with Federal 
Regulations, Richard Williams 
▪ A Snapshot of Missouri 

Regulation in 2017, Broughel, 
Sherouse, & Francis 
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▪ FDA is the wrong agency to 
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animals, Cohrssen & Miller 
 
The Regulatory Review 
▪ An Empirical Analysis of the 

Establishment of Independent 
Agencies, Corrigan & Revesz 
 
Resources for the 
Future 
▪ Comparing Policies to 

Reduce Methane Emissions in 
the Natural Gas Sector, 
Munnings & Krupnick 
▪ EPA's Methane Rule: Should 

It Stay or Should It Go?, 
Krupnick & Huetteman 
 

EPA published a proposed rule that would remove the sludge 
generated by electroplating processes from the lists of hazardous 
wastes. EPA is taking this action following a petition from Samsung. 

 

ED rescinds ESSA rule following CRA disapproval 

The Department of Education published a final rule removing its 
November 2016 rule regarding accountability and state plans under 
the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA). On March 27, the President 
signed a Congressional Review Act (CRA) joint resolution of 
disapproval overturning ED's 2016 rule. 

In Opinion 

• Susan Dudley & Melinda Warren: While President Trump 
Calls For Regulatory Cuts, The Cost Of Regulating Increases 

• Susan Dudley: There Is Hope For Bipartisan Reforms In 
Congress 

• Cass Sunstein: Trump's Regulators Can Benefit From a 
Bush-Era Idea 

• Peter J. Wallison: Has Trump flipped on financial regulation? 

• Clyde Wayne Crews: Senator Elizabeth Warren Takes Swipe 
At Trump's New Regulatory Overseer 

• James Broughel: Keep It Simple 

• Ian Adams & Clark Packard: Is the US about to get more free 
trade with the EU? 

• Timothy P. Carney: Internet giants Google, Facebook, 
Amazon, Netflix fight to save Obama's 'Net Neutrality' 
regulation 

• Clyde Wayne Crews, Jr.: Fixing A Washington That's Gone 
From Rule Of Law, To Rule By Whatever 

• Adonis Hoffman: Regulating the internet like 1930s landline 
telephones is bad policy 

• Larry E. Humes & Judy R. Dubno: Over-the-counter hearing 
aids: A long overdue alternative for millions of Americans 

• Ted Hadzi-Antich & Ryan D. Walters: The EPA Is 
Everywhere 

In the News 

Congress & Regulatory Reform  

Trump's Fiscal 2018 Budget Boosts Spending for Regulators: 
Report, Bloomberg BNA 

Picture Becoming Clearer on New Trump Regulatory 
Policy, Bloomberg BNA 

Trump's regulatory czar could have a major impact on how Americans 
work and live in the future, Fox News 

Trump Tests Legal Limits by Delaying Dozens of Obama's 
Rules, Bloomberg Politics 

Trump's Government Regulation Rollbacks, WBUR 

Sen. Cotton moves to rescind new CFPB arbitration rule,HousingWire 

Voter fraud commission may have violated law, The Hill 

Financial Markets & Housing 

A new approach to financial regulation, The Economist  

Banking Regulator Urges CFPB to Delay Rule Barring Mandatory 
Arbitration, Wall Street Journal 
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Energy & Environment 

Renewable Energy Not a Threat to Grid, Draft of U.S. Study 
Finds, Bloomberg 

Regulators step up inspections as cyberthreat grows, E&E News 

Court lets EPA put drilling pollution rule on hold, The Hill 

Health & Safety  

Unapproved stem-cell treatments touted on federal database 
ClinicalTrials.gov, study says, Washington Post  

Business 

Bitcoin, Pot Startups Embrace Regulations to Succeed, Fortune 

Technology 

Elon Musk: "There will not be a steering wheel" in 20 years, Axios 

Congress plans to step in to end confusion over self-driving 
cars, Washington Examiner 

Broadband companies make closing arguments against net 
neutrality, The Hill 

 

 
Did you find this information helpful? Consider giving a gift to the 
George Washington University Regulatory Studies Center so we 
can continue to provide you with cutting-edge information 
regarding federal regulations. 

      

  

  
 

 

http://www.wlf.org/upload/legalstudies/legalbackgrounder/063017LB_Marraro.pdf
http://www.wlf.org/upload/legalstudies/legalbackgrounder/063017LB_Marraro.pdf
http://www.wlf.org/upload/legalstudies/legalbackgrounder/063017LB_Marraro.pdf
http://www.wlf.org/upload/legalstudies/legalbackgrounder/063017LB_Marraro.pdf
https://wlflegalpulse.com/2017/07/11/update-justice-may-yet-be-served-in-30-year-old-epa-wetlands-case-against-small-erie-pa-farmer/
https://wlflegalpulse.com/2017/07/11/update-justice-may-yet-be-served-in-30-year-old-epa-wetlands-case-against-small-erie-pa-farmer/
https://wlflegalpulse.com/2017/07/11/update-justice-may-yet-be-served-in-30-year-old-epa-wetlands-case-against-small-erie-pa-farmer/
https://wlflegalpulse.com/2017/07/11/update-justice-may-yet-be-served-in-30-year-old-epa-wetlands-case-against-small-erie-pa-farmer/
https://wlflegalpulse.com/2017/07/11/update-justice-may-yet-be-served-in-30-year-old-epa-wetlands-case-against-small-erie-pa-farmer/
https://wlflegalpulse.com/2017/07/11/update-justice-may-yet-be-served-in-30-year-old-epa-wetlands-case-against-small-erie-pa-farmer/
https://wlflegalpulse.com/2017/07/11/update-justice-may-yet-be-served-in-30-year-old-epa-wetlands-case-against-small-erie-pa-farmer/
https://wlflegalpulse.com/2017/07/10/will-kokesh-v-sec-put-a-kink-in-the-federal-trade-commissions-disgorgement-hose/
https://wlflegalpulse.com/2017/07/10/will-kokesh-v-sec-put-a-kink-in-the-federal-trade-commissions-disgorgement-hose/
https://wlflegalpulse.com/2017/07/10/will-kokesh-v-sec-put-a-kink-in-the-federal-trade-commissions-disgorgement-hose/
https://wlflegalpulse.com/2017/07/10/will-kokesh-v-sec-put-a-kink-in-the-federal-trade-commissions-disgorgement-hose/
http://yalejreg.com/nc/the-future-of-financial-regulation-just-got-much-more-interesting/
http://yalejreg.com/nc/the-future-of-financial-regulation-just-got-much-more-interesting/
http://yalejreg.com/nc/the-future-of-financial-regulation-just-got-much-more-interesting/
http://yalejreg.com/nc/the-logical-outgrowth-doctrine-and-fdas-intended-use-revisions/
http://yalejreg.com/nc/the-logical-outgrowth-doctrine-and-fdas-intended-use-revisions/
http://yalejreg.com/nc/the-logical-outgrowth-doctrine-and-fdas-intended-use-revisions/
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2017-07-14/renewable-energy-not-a-threat-to-grid-draft-of-u-s-study-finds
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2017-07-14/renewable-energy-not-a-threat-to-grid-draft-of-u-s-study-finds
https://www.eenews.net/energywire/2017/07/17/stories/1060057450
http://thehill.com/policy/energy-environment/341911-court-lets-epa-put-drilling-pollution-rule-on-hold
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/to-your-health/wp/2017/07/19/unapproved-stem-cell-treatments-touted-on-federal-database-clinicaltrials-gov-study-says/?utm_term=.3356569ad805
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/to-your-health/wp/2017/07/19/unapproved-stem-cell-treatments-touted-on-federal-database-clinicaltrials-gov-study-says/?utm_term=.3356569ad805
http://fortune.com/2017/07/18/startups-pot-bitcoin/
https://www.axios.com/elon-musk-says-almost-all-new-cars-will-be-autonomous-within-a-decade-2459839252.html
http://www.washingtonexaminer.com/congress-plans-to-step-in-to-end-confusion-over-self-driving-cars/article/2628917
http://www.washingtonexaminer.com/congress-plans-to-step-in-to-end-confusion-over-self-driving-cars/article/2628917
http://thehill.com/policy/technology/342397-broadband-companies-make-one-last-argument-against-net-neutrality-rules
http://thehill.com/policy/technology/342397-broadband-companies-make-one-last-argument-against-net-neutrality-rules
https://my.gwu.edu/mod/onlinegiving/index.cfm?designation=Other&other_designation=Regulatory%20Studies%20Center

